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O Original Site

In 1899, a New York architect designed a brewery building to the specifica­ 
tions of the Honolulu Brewing and Malting Company. fThe basic structure of 
the four story building is a steel frame encased in concrete (up to 18" 
thick in some interior walls) with a decorative brick facade. The basic 
design follows closely the traditional forms and detailing of many mainland 
breweries of the same period. The main facade, fronting 105 feet on Queen 
Street, is of grand proportion and a rare architectural statement with its 
three-story brick arches, corbels, and intricate patterns reflecting the 
finest masonry craftsmanship of the time. /The interior spaces are broken up 
into various sizes and shapes to accommodate the operation of brewing beer. 
The main structural floors are of "I" beams approximately three feet on 
center covered with thick concrete slabs and formed to create vaulted ceil­ 
ings for the rooms below. To further strengthen the steel and concrete, 
structural steel tie rods were placed in the concrete slabs running the 
complete width of the building.

Currently, the building is in good basic structural condition although it 
has received no maintenance since it last produced beer in 1960.
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TATEMEN-T OF SIGNIFICANCE

/The Brewery building on Queen Street is a landmark in the downtown area. 
It was constructed from materials shipped in from Sand Francisco and 
New York in 1899-1900 and was the original home of Primo, Hawaii's local 
beer. It is probably the oldest brewery in Hawaii besides being the only 
building of its type in the state. S

While it was being built, the Advertiser (December 9, 1899) stated that 
"while of plain design and intended only as a business structure yet the 
elevation on the Queen Street side presents a pleasing appearance, a 
stone arch flanking the windows from the first floor to the top of the 
third story, which bears also the carved legend, 'The Honolulu Brewing 
and Malting Company. 1 "

/the Brewery has not produced beer since 1960. Many of the secondary buil­ 
dings around the main structure have been torn down^and most of the area 
is being used as a parking lot although the main building still stands as 
a unique structure in Hawaii and an example of a type of industrial archi­ 
tecture once popular in the United States.



Pacific Commercial Advertiser, December 9, 1899
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 3966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National JTI State Ixl Local

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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