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In a field a quarter mile from the Town Hall at Buxton Center stands 
one of Maine's three municipal powder houses to survive from the war of 
1812 period.

The Buxton Powder House is a small, one story square structure with 
a hipped roof. It has a granite foundation, brick walls, and a frame 
roof structure which is covered with asphalt shingles. The east wall 
contains a heavy wooden door at the southeast corner. This door is 
fastened to the building by two large T shaped iron hinges, the only 
ornamental feature now present. The other decorative element, a metal 
weathercock, was stolen recently from the wooden pole which projects 
from the roof.

The starkness of the outside is continued on the inside. The 
interior contains a brick floor, and wooden storage shelves.

The Buxton Powder House reflects the simplicity and strenghc of 
early nineteenth century military architecture. It remains as Aa rare 
example of a building type once prevalent on the Maine landscape.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Buxton Powder House is one of only three War of 1812 town 
powder houses known to survive in Maine. The other two, located in 
Hallowell and Wiscasset, are situated within National Register 
Historic Districts (Hallowell, N/R 10/28/70 and Wiscasset, N/E, 1/12/73L

Buxton's Powder House was erected as a result of a vote by the 
local citizens on March 2, 1812 for the storage of ammunition for the 
Town's defence in case of war. The Town delegated Nathan Elder, 
Ebenezer Wentworth and Benjamin Emery to serve as a committee 
"to consult on the expense of building a magazine, ten feet square 
on the outside, one foot and one inch thick, and shelves'far putting 
the ammunition and camp kettles on. It must be arched over with 
bricks and have a well-boarded and shingled roof. The magazine must 
have two doors, with stout hinges and locks, and be built six feet 
high where the arch of the roof begins."

Although not all of the prescribed requirements were fulfilled 
in the final construction, the basic dimensions and construction 
were adhered to.

Theodore Elwell, the lowest bidder, took the contract at the 
munificent price of $59. and completed the job ±n the fall of 1813. 
The following spring the Town's stock of powder, leaden balls, flints 
and camp kettles was moved from its former repository, in the home 
of Committeeman Wentworth, to this official arsenal which was cere­ 
moniously dedicated and placed in the custody of Captain Samuel Durarell,

The Buxton powder house is clear evidence that military defense 
was still considered primarily a local responsibility during the 
first quarter of the nineteenth century. Even though Buxton was no 
longer a frontier community, nor certainly a likely target in case of 
war with Great Britain, the tradition of community self-reliance 
remained strong.
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