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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pahukini heiau commands a sweeping view of low hills, the spreading 
expanse of the abandoned Kawainui fish pond once used by the ancient 
Hawaiians, and the present city of Kailua where a major Hawaiian settle­ 
ment once graced the shores of Kailua Bay. This heiau is _ajicionumenta.l 
example of the_engineering knowledge and religious dedication of the 
Hawaiians in constructing;"lKelr^ temples of worsEip and ceremony. Pahukini 
is^TTuiTtof carefully '^tacke'id'''st1o"ne"lw'il."sj,^nclosing a rectangular area 
o f a^ouT^tTTT'by^ TStTTe etj wi th an" "adjoin ing ,~~an2Tpb¥ sib ly 1 a t e r, s true t.u r e

side measuTing~3rT>y 381'feet'. Several interior terraces 
l^ereM^he-"'pi¥rTsTia^e^'r«i^ houses, orac 1 e towers ,~jand perhaps, 

"'the~wooB¥ii"carvings 6^f"g"6"ds^6fi^C^lQoJtj« A ledge four feejt wide lies
insid¥~of the east and north waTTT Tlirum, (1916) considered 
i°IF^'7°^'^"e~F6"oEa;5aTcja^" 6F^a^rificial c^lass. L

In several respects, the heiau resembles Puu 0 Mahuka heiau which 
lies at the north side of Oahu. Both heiaus are rectangular, located 
on natural promontaries affording excellent view of the Pacific, and 
both show evidence of disturbance for native agriculture within the 
confines of the heiau themselves.

Modern quarrying operations have carved away major portions of the 
hill upon which Pahukini is located, leaving it in a somewhat precarious 
condition today, for one edge lies just at the top of a precipitous 100 
foot quarried cliff. The heiau was left intact by the quarry after 
numerous supernatural events occurred to their power equipment, convincing 
at least the workers that a great supernatural power still operated at 
the heiau.

VA1though bare of significant vegetation in Hawaiian times, except 
for low grasses, the scene today is one of tangled low trees and brush. 
The heiau is overgrown with guava, Java plum, ti, fern, haole koa and
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Access is difficult and the heiau can be reached only after a trail 
less hike of half an hour, or by scaling the face of the quarry cut.

McAllister (1933) made a perspective and plan, drawing of the heiau 
and this was found to be accurate. It is recorded on the continuation 
sheet.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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Pahukini heiau is significant for it is an excell^ent^ exajnple of 
the Hawaiiaji^ rjiligious structure, massively conceived and engineered 
wittTfine stone craftsmanship. It reflects the concern of the early 
Hawaiian witli His religion and his many gods, as well as the social 
framework which could dedicate the efforts of literally hundreds of 
workers for works of public benefit. Pahukini is in good condition 
and one of the few major heiaus remaining on Oahu thaT~aFforr9"s1icH a 
good example of this aspect of ancient Hawaiian culture. It is cer­ 
tainly one of the best heiaus along this section of Oahu and should 
be preserved and developed as a hike-in historical site.
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ORGANIZATION

Hawaii Register of Historic Places 10/8/71
STREET AND NUMBER:

465 S. King Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Honolulu ..Hawalil 15

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Fl State S Local Q

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hitoric Preservation

'
Title Chairman and Member

ATTEST:

Bate March 3. 1972
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Perspective plan

Ground plan

I r cross section of east and west walls; 2, ledge or step 4 feet 
wide built around north and east walls but 6 feet lower than top 
(incorrectly marked 3 feet on north side); 3, quadrilateral 
inclosure approximately 110 ft. by 175 ft.; 4, terrace along 
interior of west end of south wall, 5 feet wide, 2 feet higher 
than floor of heiau, 4 feet below top of wall; 5, entrance 5 feet 
wide; 6, terrace along center of west wall, 10 feet wide, 2.5 fee 
lower than top of wall, 4 feet higher than floor of heiau, with 
small step 2 feet high and 3 feet wide; 7, 10-foot terrace on 
outside of north end of west wall from which the wall rises to a 
height of 6 feet; 8, inclosure 32 by 38 feet, walls average 3 fee 

hi ctiid width.——Cross—se^Hfe-Jren of south wall adjoins it————


