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sites
structures
objects
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Sections 1-6 page 3



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Roslindale Substation Suffolk County, MA
Name of Property County and State

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property: Concrete, Brick. Cast Stone

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

The Roslindale Substation is located at 4228 Washington Street, at the corner of Washington Street and
Cummins Highway in the Roslindale section of Boston. Facing Adams Park, it is in the heart of
Roslindale Village. Directly across Cummins Highway is the three-story, brick, Roslindale Community
Center, built in 1916, that houses an indoor basketball court, a preschool, and community rooms for
continuing education. The Roslindale Medical Clinic and a number of single- and two-story retail and
commercial storefronts line two sides of the triangular Adams Park. The Boston Public Library’s
Roslindale Branch is just a few doors down from the substation on Washington Street. Along with the
substation and library, a newly erected, three-story, brick office and retail space building faces the south
side of Adams Park (Photo 1). The Roslindale commuter rail stop is a block away, and a municipal
parking lot is also located within a block.

The lot is 6,291 square feet and is bordered by Washington Street to the northwest, Cummins Highway to
the northeast, the Higgins Funeral Home lot and building to the southwest, and the Higgins Funeral Home
parking lot to the southeast.! The lot slopes from the front, Washington Street side, to the back, with the
lower level of the building partially above grade at the front of the lot and mostly above grade at the rear
of the lot. A concrete sidewalk runs along the front of the Washington Street and Cummins Highway
elevations. The strip of land along the southwest side of the building is mainly a service area covered in
asphalt with the rear, southeast strip of land also covered in asphalt and providing six parking spaces.
There is no green space on the lot, with the exception of two street trees that puncture the sidewalk on the
northeast side and one street tree on the northwest side of the building.

(continued)

! According to the City of Boston Assessors online map, the lot is not an exact rectangle, since it measures 51.7° x 98.28" x 58.4’ x 106.2’.
http://hubmaps].cityofboston.gov/egis/Map.aspx?PropertylD=1904224000
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Narrative Description

Exterior

The Roslindale Substation building is a steel-frame structure with nonload-bearing brick walls.> The
building itself is approximately 50 feet wide by 80 feet long, with the shorter side being the front of the
building facing on Washington Street. The structure sits on a concrete foundation.” Latticed steel trusses
span the 50-foot-wide interior of the building, providing support for the roof composed of reinforced
concrete slab and built-up tar and gravel. The roof is slightly pitched so water can drain into troughs on
the east4and west sides, which feed into interior piping that connects to the city storm water drainage
system.

The building is comprised of two levels, a twelve-foot-high lower level that is partially below grade due
to the slope of the lot, and a 34-foot-high main level.” Red brick, laid in running/American bond with
every sixth course of alternating headers and stretchers, envelops the entire building. All elevations also
have a cast-stone base and a cast-stone watertable that express the division of the lower and main levels
on the exterior of the building. Two bands of decorative brickwork run along all four exterior walls of the
building. The first decorative band is comprised of a course of soldiers sandwiched between courses of
rowlocks, and is found directly above the cast-stone watertable. The second band of decorative brick is
found two thirds of the way up the building from the watertable. This second band is more intricate, with
a series of three stretchers placed into a square and alternating with three soldiers placed into a square.
This series is sandwiched between two raised courses of stretcher bricks. Finally, a cast-stone parapet
caps the brickwork at the top of the building (Photo 4).

Northwest Elevation (Front, facing Washington Street)

The front elevation (Photo 2) is dominated by a large arch that encompasses an area that holds two very
large copper-clad wooden doors, with an arched, steel-framed transom window above the doors. The
window and doors have been boarded up with painted black plywood. The large copper doors still exist
behind the boards, each measuring six-and-a-half feet wide by eighteen feet tall, and can be accessed from
the interior of the building.® The doors were historically used to bring large power equipment into and
out of the substation. The upper decorative brick course aligns with the top of the door/bottom of the
transom window. The doors and arched transom are accentuated by recessed brick arches. Two
contrasting glazed-brick quoins frame the arch. Centered below the arched opening and doors, two small
(three feet tall by four feet wide) windows open into the lower level. These windows have also been
boarded up. The parapet is stepped and forms a peak, much steeper than the actual roofline, and gives the
illusion of a steeper roof. The peak of the parapet is capped with a decorative cast-stone block.

(continued)

2 Westbrook Spaulding, “Roslindale MBTA Substation Proposed Adaptive Reuse Structural Report” (Tune 9, 2011).

? “Power Generation and Distribution System of the Boston Elevated Railway,” Electric Railway Journal 38 (1911): 1318,

* Historic Boston Incorporated and Roslindale Village Main Street, “Feasibility Study to Rehabilitate the Roslindale Substation” (October 2002),
7.

* Measurements come from Westbrook Spaulding, “Roslindale MBTA Substation Proposed Adaptive Reuse Structural Report” (June 9, 2011),

¢ Historic Boston Incorporated and Roslindale Village Main Street, “Feasibility Study to Rehabilitate the Roslindale Substation” (October 2002),
7.
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Northeast Elevation (Cummins Highway Side)

Three large, 20-feet-tall by nine-feet-wide arched window openings dominate the northeast elevation
(Photos 3, 4) of the building.” The arched portion of the window is framed with two rows of vertical
stretchers and one row of vertical header bricks radiating from the arch. The lower portions of the
windows are accented with a glazed-brick quoin pattern. The windows have been completely removed
and replaced with brick. The upper decorative brick course cuts the windows at the spring line. Three
pairs of smaller, segmental-arch windows (each three-and-one-half-feet tall by four-feet wide) sit below
these three larger windows, opening into the lower level of the interior of the building. There are
additionally two rectangular window openings near the front of the building. The smaller of the two
windows (five-feet tall by three-and-one-half feet wide) sits above the upper decorative brick course and
the larger (seven-and-one-half feet tall by four-and-one-half feet wide) between the two decorative brick
courses. Similar to the three large arched windows, the two rectangular window penetrations on the upper
level are accented by a contrasting glazed-brick quoin pattern running along the sides of the windows.
The smaller window has a line of glazed brick running above the window and the lower, larger window
has a decorative glazed-brick header. The sets of smaller windows and the rectangular windows have all
been boarded up with painted black plywood. A large, weathered, painted mural covers a major portion
of the wall and the bricked-in arched windows.

Southwest Elevation (Side)

The southwest elevation (Photo 5) mimics the opposite side (northeast) elevation with three large arched
windows, twenty feet tall by nine feet wide. Near the front corner of the building is a metal entrance door
(seven-and-one-half feet tall by four-and-one-half feet wide) that leads into the main level. Above this
door, again mimicking the northeast elevation, is a smaller rectangular window (five feet tall by three-
and-one-half feet wide). Like the other windows on the building, they are accented by a glazed-brick
quoin pattern. The stairs that lead to the door are made of cast stone and red brick and face Washington
Street. All of the windows on this elevation have been boarded up with painted black plywood. There are
no windows into the lower level on this elevation.

Southeast Elevation (Rear)

The southeast elevation (Photo 6) has no fagade penetrations. The decorative brick courses and cast-stone
watertable continue on the rear elevation. Most of the lower level on the southeast elevation is above
grade.

Interior

Lower level

The lower level can only be accessed by a set of interior steel stairs in the southeast corner of the
building. The bottom of the stairs opens into a twelve-foot-high open space. This open space is
punctuated by steel I-beam columns that once supported equipment above them on the main level. This
open space runs from the front of the building to the rear. Apart from the open space at the bottom of the
stairs, the basement is divided into a series of rooms that had specific functions when the building was in
service as a substation. A small boiler room sits at the rear of the building. The battery room runs along

(continued)

" Measurements from Historic Boston Incorporated and Roslindale Village Main Street, “Feasibility Study to Rehabilitate the Roslindale
Substation” (October 2002), 7. Bricked in 1970 according to Kathryn Cavanaugh and Jeffrey Gonyeau, “Roslindale (Boston) Elevated Railway
Substation Draft National Register Nomination” (2006).
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the front (northwest) wall. An air lock can be entered from the open space and leads into the air chamber
that runs from the front of the building to the rear of the building.® The compartmented chamber runs
along the southwest wall and features a trench that was used for cables. All of the rooms are accessed by
copper doors. The floor throughout the lower level is concrete and the walls are brick.

Upper level

The upper level (Photo 8) is a large volume of space with 34-foot-high ceilings and concrete floors.” The
ceiling shows the exposed latticed steel roof supports and a concrete-slab roof. The lower seven feet of
the interior walls is covered with glazed brick. Above this, the walls are comprised of a buff-colored
pressed brick. ' A gantry crane (Photo 7) is located at the rear of the building, with the steel tracks for
operation running the length of the building along the northeast and southwest sides. When fully
operational, the gantry crane can move horizontally along the steel beam that spans the steel tracks. This
steel beam, spanning the width of the building, is on large steel wheels that can run on the steel tracks that
are installed the length of the building. The crane was used to move heavy machinery in and out of the
substation through the large doors in the front of the building.

Condition

The Roslindale Substation has been vacant since 1971 and has seen minimal upkeep. The exterior
masonry has a multitude of cracked mortar joints. Some sections have been caulked and/or pointed by the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) and Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) over
the years."" Vertical cracks in the mortar joints have been identified at the corners of the building and
cause great concern that water may be infiltrating the building along the roofline and rusting the steel
frame in these corners, causing rust jacking. Rust jacking can cause the “displacement of building
elements due to the expansion of iron and steel products as the metal rusts and becomes iron oxide.”'* It
has been recommended by structural engineers that the brickwork in these corners be removed to
determine the extent of water infiltration, and to confirm or deny weakening of the structural steel in these
areas." Organic growth has also been noted along the roofline, where a small sapling can be seen growing
along the northeast corner.

Most of the windows and doors for the substation have been boarded up using painted black plywood.
Viewed from the interior, these windows show that the metal frames have rusted beyond repair and many
panes of glass have fallen in and shattered . In some instances, the complete steel frame has fallen out of
the window." The large, front-elevation, copper-clad wooden doors have been boarded from the exterior.
Upon interior inspection, the doors are inoperable as the door jambs and hinges have deteriorated and any
movement may cause the doors to fall out of place due to their great weight. The frames and glass of the
three large windows on the northeast elevation have been completely removed, and these window
openings have been filled in with brick. Currently, the only way to access the building is through the
entrance on the southwest side of the building. The original door at this location has had plywood
attached to the exterior.

(continued)

¥ This room was identified as the air chamber or “blower alley” in Historic Boston Incorporated and Roslindale Village Main Street, “Feasibility
Study to Rehabilitate The Roslindale Substation” (October 2002), 7.

* Westbrook Spaulding, “Roslindale MBTA Substation Proposed Adaptive Reuse Structural Report” (June 9, 2011).

' This information comes from the following sources: Historic Boston Incorporated and Roslindale Village Main Street, “Feasibility Study to
Rehabilitate the Roslindale Substation” (October 2002), 8 and “Power Generation and Distribution System of the Boston Elevated Railway,”
Electric Railway Journal 38 (1911): 1318.

' Deed of Sale from Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) to Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA), June 7, 2007, Suffolk
County, Massachusetts, Deed Book 41997, page 318. Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, Boston, Massachusetts.

'2 Ward Bucher, Dictionary of Building Preservation (New York: Wiley Interscience, 1996), 319.

13 Structural engineers cited this as a major concern in both the 2002 “Feasibility Study to Rehabilitate the Roslindale Substation” and the 2011
“Roslindale MBTA Substation Proposed Adaptive Reuse Structural Report.”
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The lower level shows signs of water infiltration through the boarded windows along the northeast side of
the building. After most rains, large puddles of standing water can be found on the concrete floor.
Efflorescence can also be found in various areas on the exterior brick walls. The upper level also shows
signs of water infiltration, as roof leaks appear during heavy rains. There are large openings in the
concrete floor on the main level from large pieces of equipment were removed in the early 2000s. These
floor penetrations are open to the lower level. There is also cracking of the glazed brick. The overall
space is dirty but does not contain any contaminants.'*

The building does have water and sewer hookups, but they have not been used since the building went out
of service in the early 1970s. There are no heating, ventilation, or air conditioning equipment or
plumbing fixtures present in the building. The lighting system is still intact, but it is unclear whether -
wiring still works.

Archaeological Description

While no Native American sites are currently known on the property of the substation, sites may have
been present. There are two Native American archaeological sites located in the general area (within one
mile). The nominated property is located in a topographical low area between the hills of the Arnold
Arboretum to the north and the George Wright Golf Course to the south. Soils are relatively level within
the property, and the surrounding area is highly developed by residential and commercial structures, with
the exception of Adams Park, immediately across Washington Street from the parcel. The nearest source
of fresh water is a small tributary stream of the Muddy River, which an 1874 map indicates was located
near the intersection of Poplar and Washington streets, approximately 400 feet southwest of the
Roslindale Substation. This stream has since been developed, and is no longer visible on the ground
surface. Both Native American sites within one mile of the property are located within the Arnold
Arboretum, 775 meters (2,500 feet) north of the parcel. Much of the property has been affected by the
construction of the substation; however, the rear 20 feet of the property, now occupied by several paved
parking spaces, has remained undeveloped since the substation’s construction. Given the above
information, a low potential exists for locating undisturbed ancient Native American resources on the

property.

A moderate potential exists for locating historic archaeological resources on the Roslindale Substation
property. An 1874 map indicates a structure on the property owned by Helen Davis. An 1890 map
indicates the house was owned at that time by S. P. Weld. The Roslindale Substation was built in 1919.
The footprint of the substation was greater than that of the house previously located within the parcel, and
therefore no remains of the house are likely preserved. The undeveloped area at the rear of the substation
may contain preserved archaeological resources relating to the use of these houses and possibly earlier
domestic structures. These deposits may contain domestic refuse and related features (trash pits, privies,
wells) from the property’s former use as a house lot. Additionally, there are possible preserved resources
in the rear of the property, relating to the early industry of railroad electrification.

(end)

" Environmental testing was conducted the Summer of 2011 by EndPoint LLC.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing.)

X A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

w

Removed from its original location

A birthplace or grave

=Ie

A cemetery

e

A reconstructed building, object, or structure

F. A commemorative property

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years
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Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
Architecture

Engineering

Transportation

Period of Significance
1911-1963

Significant Dates
1911 — construction

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Robert S. Peabody (architect)
Stone & Webster (engineers)
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

The Roslindale Substation was one of five alternating current to direct current electric converting
substations to go online after completion of the alternating current-generating South Boston Power
Station. The location of the substation in Roslindale reflects the growth and development of this area of
the city at the turn of the century, as well as the development of the city’s transportation system. The
building was designed by architect Robert S. Peabody and Stone & Webster Engineers, who were also
responsible for the construction. The design and decorative details illustrate the pride taken in Boston’s
cutting-edge electrical system for its expansive transit system, which was one of the first in the country.
The building is not only an example of the work of Peabody, together with Stone & Webster, but also is a
well-preserved example of their work in the Classical Revival style.

Construction of the building began in early 1911; it was completed and in service by November of 1911
(see IMustration 1). The building operated as a substation until 1971, when it was taken out of service. It
has remained vacant since that time.

The substation and its counterparts played an important role in Boston’s transit history. The building and
larger electrical system were designed and constructed by internationally known architects and engineers.
The Roslindale Substation retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association, and is individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places at the
local level under Criteria A and C.

The area surrounding the Roslindale Substation, Roslindale Village, is potentially eligible for listing in
the National Register as a district, as it is the commercial and community center of the neighborhood of
Roslindale.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

The Roslindale Substation was a critical component in the reorganization of power generation for the
Boston area’s public transportation during the first decade of the 20™ century. It was one of five
substations to become operational after the completion of the South Boston Power Station in 1911, which
marked the centralization of power generation and the shift towards alternating current power. The
substations converted alternating-current electric power from the power station to direct-current electric
power for streetcar use.

Boston had been utilizing various forms of public transportation for years prior to electrification,

including horse drawn urban stage coaches and streetcars. The West End Street Railway first introduced

electric streetcars to Boston in 1889."° The streetcars ran off direct-current electricity provided by eight

power plants located throughout Boston and surrounding towns, strategically placed near the tracks that

they served.'® Thomas Edison’s direct-current electricity had been the common form of electricity until
(continued)

1 Sam Bass Warner Jr., Streetcar Suburbs: The Process of Growth in Boston (1870-1900) (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1978), 28.
!¢ Architectural Preservation Associates, MBTA Historic Properties Survey Narrative Report (1984).
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Nikola Tesla’s introduction of alternating-current electricity in 1888. Tesla introduced alternating-current
electricity, along with a system of generators, motors, and transformers.'” There are many advantages to
alternating current over direct-current electricity. Direct current begins to lose power once it is
transmitted over a mile, while alternating current travels more efficiently at higher voltages. Alternating
current can be increased or decreased to different voltages using transformers, and can be converted to
direct current to service appliances and systems that operate using direct current.'® George Westinghouse
would later purchase the U.S. patents on these systems, making the Westinghouse name largely
associated with alternating current power.

By 1897, the Boston Elevated Railway Company (BERy) was formed and had leased the complete West
End Street Railway. The new company focused efforts on projects that would decongest the downtown
traffic and continue expansion of service.”” BERy had raised its electrical generating capacity between
1902 and 1910 by 70%; the company saw that public transit travel was continuing to increase, demanding
even more electricity. Stone & Webster Engineers were contracted to study the power needs of the entire
transit system in 1908.2° The firm analyzed direct current and alternating-current options, looking at cost
and electrical distribution. Stone & Webster recommended that BERy consolidate power generation with
one alternating current-generating power station in South Boston, while underground cables would
distribute the power to six new substations.’

Work started on the South Boston Power Station (extant) on January 26, 1911. By November of that
year, the power plant, a 100,000-ton coal handling and storage plant, the electrical distribution system,
and five of the six new substations were completed (Illustration 2). The South Boston Power Station’s
location on Boston Harbor allowed for easy delivery of coal, which powered the station’s boilers, and
centralized the power production. On November 14, 1911, the South Boston Power Station started to
supply alternating current to the new substations via buried electrical lines, which then converted the
power to direct current for trolley car use.”

By November 1911, the Roslindale Substation was up and running, along with four of the six new
substations, located in Kendall Square, Cambridge (Main Street near Broadway, demolished); Arlington
(5 Water Street); Coolidge Corner, Brookline (19 Webster Street); and East Boston (338 Eagle Street,
demolished, Illustration 3). The Malden Substation (68 Middlesex Street, demolished after September
1979) was “not yet completed” in November 1911.> The 1909 prototype substation in Egleston Square,
Roxbury (3025 Washington Street) was also part of the completed substation system.

Each of the substations was fitted with rotary power converters based on system demand and location of
the station. The Roslindale Substation was fitted with two 1,000-kilowatt rotaries. The substations were
built so the rotaries could be exchanged in response to changing electrical demands on the system. The

(continued)

' Tesla introduced the altemating-current system in a paper titled “A New System of Alternating Current Motors and Transformers,” presented to
the American Institute of Electrical Engineers in 1888.

'® Architectural Preservation Associates, MBTA Historic Properties Survey Narrative Report (1984).

1 Sam Bass Warner Jr., Streetcar Suburbs: The Process of Growth in Boston (1870-1900) (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1978), 27-28.

2 Stone & Webster Engineering Corporation, South Boston Power Station (1912).

2! Stone & Webster Engineering Corporation, South Boston Power Station (1912).

22 Boston Elevated Railway Company, Fifteenth Annual Report of the Directors of the Boston Elevated Railway (Boston: Geo. H. Ellis, 1912).

2 The Electric Railway Journal reported that the Malden substation was not yet open in its December 1911 article. Demolition date for the
Malden Substation was taken from the Egleston Substation National Register Nomination (2010) which sites “MBTA DRAFT Capital
Investment Program FY2009 — FY2014.” Rachel Consolloy Nugent and Leslie Donovan, National Register of Historic Places, Egleston
Substation, Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts, National Register #10001066, listed December 27, 2010.
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substations were large buildings with large, open spaces to house the power-converting equipment. The
buildings required large doors that allowed equipment to be transferred in and out, along with large
windows to allow natural lighting and ventilation. The power station and substations were built of steel-
frame construction covered with non-conductive materials such as brick, concrete, and stucco.?*

It is likely that Roslindale was chosen as the location for the southernmost substation because the area had
experienced a period of rapid suburbanization along with growth in its commercial district. At the turn of
the century, Roslindale was replacing numerous wood-frame structures with larger brick and masonry
buildings. Roslindale also had the advantage of being located along the main road between Boston and
Dedham, which hosted a horse-drawn and later an electric trolley service. Roslindale made headlines in
1887 when the Bussey Bridge, part of the rail line to Needham, collapsed, killing 23 and injuring 115
people. The news of this disaster highlighted the pastoral landscape of Roslindale, and is said to have
subsequently attracted people to move to the area.””

The Roslindale Substation was taken out of use in 1971, and has sat vacant since that time. Of the seven
substations listed above, three have been demolished (Kendall Square, East Boston, and Malden), one is
still in use as part of the MBTA system (Coolidge Corner), and two have been rehabilitated (Arlington
and Egleston). The Arlington Substation has been divided into floors and is utilized as private office
space. The Egleston Substation has also had its main volume converted into offices and a television
studio, which is home to the Boston Neighborhood Network. After the rehabilitation of the Egleston
Substation, the building was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on December 27, 2010. The
Roslindale Substation is the only substation of the group that is vacant. With a majority of its original
building material in place and no irreversible changes, the substation has kept its historical and
architectural integrity. The building is in overall good condition and is prime for rehabilitation, which
could potentially save its vast interior main level space.

Robert S. Peabody

The Classic Revival design of the Roslindale Substation and the other substations alludes to the pride the
city and the Boston Elevated Railway Company felt in the new transit power system. A well-known
architect and engineering team had been engaged to give these buildings a design commanding respect for
this new system. The Stone & Webster publication of 1912 advertising its Boston transit
accomplishments gives architectural credit to Robert S. Peabody for the South Boston Power Station and
the associated substations. The publication goes on to state, “The architectural features of the [South
Boston Power] station, planned by Robert S. Peabody, suggest the great power which it is planned to
house...On the turbine-room front of the building are three high, arched windows set off by a square
turret...broad pilasters, carrying a decorative pediment, flank the single arched window in the front of the
boiler room...[the new substations] are similar in general design and equipment maintaining uniform
architectural standards.”?

(continued)

2 Architectural Preservation Associates, MBTA Historic Properties Survey Narrative Report (1984).
% Historic Boston Incorporated, Commercial Casebook: Roslindale Village, 2009-2011, 2-3.
* Stone & Webster Engineering Corporation, South Boston Power Station (1912),
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Robert S. Peabody was an 1866 Harvard graduate who went on to study architecture at I’Ecole Des
Beaux-Arts in Paris between 1867 and 1870.?” Upon his return to Boston in 1870, he joined Goddard
Stearns to form the architectural firm of Peabody & Stearns.?® The architectural firm had a national
reputation for designing such buildings as Matthews Hall at Harvard University (1872), the Park Square
Railroad Station in Boston (1876), the Massachusetts State Building and Machinery Hall at the
Columbian Exposition in Chicago (1893), and the Tower on the Boston Custom House (1911-1914).
Peabody was the President of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) from 1900-1902, and was the
Chairman of the Boston Park Commission from 1909 until his death. Peabody had a very influential role
in how Boston proceeded in municipal improvements, as he was appointed by the Mayor of Boston to
serve on the Commission on Metropolitan Improvements, which was formed by an act of legislation on
June 15, 1907. The report, delivered by the Commission in 1909, illustrates that Peabody was heavily
involved in the recommendations given to the Governor of the Commonwealth and Mayor of Boston.
This report offers recommendations on all aspects of public works and municipal development. His
service on this committee no doubt influenced how he designed the power station and substations for the
Boston Elevated Railway.

Stone & Webster

Stone & Webster Engineers played an integral part in the new alternating-current power system and the
expansion of Boston’s public transit, from planning to the actual building and implementation of the new
transit power system. Formed in 1889 as the Massachusetts Electrical Engineering Company by Charles
A. Stone and Edwin S. Webster, the company expanded over many years to provide engineering, design,
construction, and consulting services to build power plants, refineries, and infrastructure nationwide and
overseas. Electrical engineering was a new field in the 1880s when Stone and Webster started their
company. They quickly developed original testing systems for electrical equipment and landed their first
major project to design and build a direct-current power plant with transmission lines in Maine. By 1910,
“some 14 percent of the nation’s total electrical generating capacity had been designed, engineered, and
built by Stone & Webster.””” During WWI, the firm designed and built military bases and facilities.
Between the wars, Stone & Webster constructed power plants and transmission lines for the country’s
ever expanding power needs. They may be most famous for their efforts during World War 11, when they
designed and built Oak Ridge, Tennessee, the site for the Manhattan Project, where the U.S. government
developed the atomic bomb. Postwar projects include building the nation’s first nuclear power plant in
Shippingport, Pennsylvania.*®

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

In 2002, Roslindale Village Main Streets (RVMS) partnered with Historic Boston Incorporated (HBI) to
conduct a Feasibility Study on the Roslindale Substation. This study identified various potential uses and
layouts/build outs of the space. Four concepts were analyzed in this study: 1) restaurant and office space;
2) office space; 3) arts and entertainment/community space and office space; and 4) restaurant, office
space, and dwelling units. All of these concepts were studied, but none were found financially feasible
after taking into consideration the cost of the redevelopment and the potential end value of the building.

(continued)

" Wheaton Holden, “The Peabody Touch: Peabody and Stearns of Boston, 1870-1917,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians 32, no.
2 (May 1973): 114-131.

*® Wheaton Holden, “Robert Swain Peabody of Peabody and Stearns in Boston: The Early Years (1870 — 1886)” (PhD dissertation, Boston
University, 1969).

* Funding Universe, “Stone & Webster, Inc.,” hitp://www.fundinguniverse.com/company-histories/Stone-amp;-Webster-Inc-Company-

History.html (accessed March 2012).

* Ibid.
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In October 2010, RVMS and HBI received an Interim Designation from the Boston Redevelopment
Authority (BRA), who currently owns the building, allowing these groups to explore potential uses for the
building. In February 2012, the nonprofits proposed a phased rehabilitation of the building, using the
main level as a catered events space and venue for a winter farmers’ market. The BRA board granted a
Tentative Designation to the partners to further explore these use options along with financing. As of
April 2013, the Tentative Designation has been extended to February 2014. RVMS and HBI are now
working with a potential developer, with whom they have also contracted to develop the adjoining parcels
to the southwest and southeast of the substation parcel.

Archaeological Significance

Potential historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important social, cultural, and
industrial information related to former house (s) and later substation use of the property. Stratified
deposits and buried features in the area behind the substation may include datable deposits that can be
associated, individually, with these two functions of the property. Potential structural remains of
outbuildings related to previous or current structures may reveal information on the occupation,
transportation, and daily lives of the early property owners and later industrial use during a period in
which Roslindale experienced a transition from rural homes to a more urban landscape.

(end)

Section 8 page 15



United States Department of the Interior
Nationa! Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Roslindale Substation Suffolk County, MA
Name of Property County and State

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

Architectural Preservation Associates. "Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Historic Properties
Survey Narrative Report." Survey Report for the Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston, 1984.

Blumenson, John J.-G. Identifying American Architecture: A Pictorial Guide to Styles and Terms 1600—-
1945. Nashville, TN: American Association for State and Local History, 1977.

Bond, Anthony Murdock. The Commerical Architecture of Peabody and Stearns in Boston. Thesis in Art
History (Master of Arts), University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University, 1974.

Boston Elevated Railway Company. The Boston Elevated Railway Company's Street Railway System: A
Transportation Service in Three Distinct Branches: Elevated, Surface, Subway : with illustrations.

Boston: Boston Elevated Railway Company, 1903.

Boston Elevated Railway Company. Fifteenth Annual Report of the Directors of the Boston Elevated
Railway. Boston: Geo. H. Ellis, Co., 1912.

Boston Elevated Railway Company. FiftyYears ofUnified Transportation in Metropolitan Boston. Boston:
Boston Elevated Railway Company, 1938.

Boston Elevated Railway Company. Fourteenth Annual Report of the Directors of the Boston Elevated
Railway. Boston: Geo. H. Ellis, Co., 1911.

Boston Elevated Railway Company. Thirteenth Annual Report of the Directors of the Boston Elevated
Railway. Boston: Geo. H. Ellis, Co., 1910.

Boston Elevated Railway Company. What the Boston Elevated Has Done for Rapid Transit. Extensions
and Additions, Subway, Elevated and Surface. Boston: Boston Elevated Railway Company, 1910.

Bucher, Ward. Dictionary of Building Preservation. New York: Wiley Interscience, 1996.

Cavanaugh, Kathryn, and Jeffrey Gonyeau. "Roslindale (Boston) Elevated Railway Substation." Draft
National Register of Historic Places Nomination, 2006.

Cheney, Frank. Boston's Blue Line. Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2003.

Cheney, Frank. Boston's Red Line: Bridging the Charles from Alewife to Braintree. Charleston, SC:
Arcadia Publishing, 2002.

Cheney, Frank, and Anthony M. Sammarco. Boston in Motion. Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2001.

(continued)

Sections 9-end page 16



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Roslindale Substation Suffolk County, MA

Name of Property County and State
Cheney, Frank, and Anthony Mitchell Sammarco. When Boston Rode the EL. Charleston, SC: Arcadia

Publishing, 2000. :
"A Chronicle of the Boston Transit System." Report to Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston.

Consolloy Nugent, Rachel and Leslie Donovan. National Register of Historic Places, Egleston Substation,
Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts, National Register #10001066, 2010.

Hay, Duncan. "Preserving Industrial Heritage: Challenges, Options, and Priorities." Forum Journal,
Spring 2011: 11-22.

Historic Boston Incorporated and Roslindale Village Main Street. Feasibility Study to Rehabilitate The
Roslindale Substation. 2002. http://www.roslindale.net/roslindalefeasibility.pdf.

Historic Boston Incorporated. Commercial Casebook: Roslindale Village, 2009-2011.
http://www.historicboston.org/info/centers/other/documents/Roslindale%20Village.pdf

Holden, Wheaton A. "The Peabody Touch: Peabody and Stearns of Boston, 1870 - 1917." Journal of the
Society of Architectural Historians, 1973: 114-131.

Holden, Wheaton A. Robert Swain Peabody of Peabody and Stearns in Boston: The Early Years (1870 -
1886). PhD Dissertation, Boston University Graduate School, 1969.

Holden, Wheaton. Wheaton Holden papers, Box 5. Providence, RI: Brown University Library, Special
Collections, John Hay Library.

Jackson, Elizabeth, and Donovan Rypkema. Community Initiated Development: Coming to the Table wth
Credibility. Washington D.C.: National Main Street Center, National Trust for Historic Preservation,
2004.

Mason, Edward S. The Street Railway in Massachusetts: The Rise and Decline of an Industry.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1932.

Massachusetts. Public Improvements for the Metropolitan District. Report of the Commission on
Metropolitan Improvements Appointed Under Resolves of 1907, Chapter 108, to Consider the Subject.
Boston: Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, 1909.

"Power Generation and Distribution System of the Boston Elevated Railway." Electric Railway Journal,
1911: 1313-1319.

Spaulding, Westbrook H. "Roslindale MBTA Substation Proposed Adaptive Reuse." Structural Report to
Taylor and Burns Architects, 2011.

Stone & Webster Engineering Corporation. "South Boston Power Station." Stone and Webster

Engineering Corporation Promotional Publication, 1912.

(continued)

Sections 9-end page 17



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Roslindale Substation Suffolk County, MA
Name of Property County and State

Warner Jr., Sam Bass. Streetcar Suburbs: The Process of Growth in Boston, 1870 - 1900. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1978,

Zaitzevsky, Cynthia R. Historical Documentation: Boston Elevated Railway Company Washington Street
Elevated Mainline Structure (MBTA Orange Line). Historic American Engineering Record, Washington,
D.C.: National Park Service, 1987.

(end)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested
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_____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
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Local government
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Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _ MHC # BOS. 10767
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _less than one acre

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 42.286181 Longitude: -71.128015
2. Latitude: Longitude:
3. Latitude: Longitude:
4. Latitude: Longitude:
Or
UTM References
Datum (indicated on USGS map):
NAD 1927 or NAD 1983
1. Zone: 19 Easting: 324550 Northing: 4683745
2. Zone: Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
Boston Assessor’s Department Parcel #1904224000.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
Boundaries based on lot lines.
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title: _Elizabeth Sherva, RVMS, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization: MA Historical Commission

street & number: 220 Morrissev Boulevard

city or town: Boston state: _MA zip code:_02125
e-mail:

telephone: 617-727-8470

date:_Junel 2013

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Roslindale Substation

City or Vicinity: Boston (Roslindale)

County: Suffolk State: MA

Photographer: Elizabeth Sherva, Beth Beighlie *

Date Photographed: 2012, 2011 *

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of

camera:

1. View of substation from Poplar Street, across Adams Park, facing southeast

2. Northwest (Washington St.) and northeast (Cummins Highway) elevations, facing southeast

3. Northeast (Cummins Highway) and southeast (rear) elevations, facing northwest

4. Northeast (Cummins Highway) elevation, arched window mural, lower level segmental arched

window and rectangular windows, facing southwest

5. Southwest (side) elevation, facing east

6. Southeast (rear) elevation, facing northwest

7. Interior: gantry crane hook *

8. [Interior, main level facing rear of building from southwest entrance *
Hlustrations

1. Roslindale substation photo, ca. 1915
2. Electric Railway.Journal, December, 1911, map of new power system
3. Stone & Webster promotional publication, ca. 1911, Images of the New Substations

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including

time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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lllustrations

Hlustration 1

Roslindale Substation

Boston, Suffolk, MA

Photographer Unknown

Date Uncertain, thought to be around 1911
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lllustration 2

Roslindale Substation

Boston, Suffolk, MA

Electric Railway Journal, December 1911

Map of New Power System and Placement of Substations
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Illustration 3

Roslindale Substation

Boston, Suffolk, MA

Stone and Webster Promotional publication, 1912

Images of the new substations

(Clockwise: Coolidge Corner, Brookline, Roslindale, Malden, Arlington, Kendall Square, Cambridge)

Illustrations - page 24



City of Boston GIS

7/1/2013

Roslindale Substation

Parcel ID
Owner
Address
Property Type
Building Value
Land Value
Total Value
Lot Size

Land Use

Property Information

1904224000
BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AU
4228 WASHINGTON ST
0985
$465,900.00
$173,100.00
$639,000.00

6291 sq ft
Exempt

MAP FOR REFERENCE ONLY
NOT A LEGAL DOCUMENT

The City of Boston makes no claims, no representations, and
no warranties, expressed or implied, conceming the validity
(expressed or implied), the reliability, or the accuracy of he
GIS data and GIS data products fumished by the City,
including the implied validity of any uses of such data. The
use of this data, in any such manner, shall not supercede any
federal, state or |ocal laws or regulations.

freint .
Sureie “
= :
= Lhariesanh g
i) ’
- o Lew Setena
5 W | Bodten
=7 3 A
Al C wm‘u\ ” -
it T 0 e -

allvteni Brl gvtan 74
i Fosleaj KRntrinie

5 Souith Kng

Rekiury

Udfpmta Mgl

NS e i
e o Oorehenten
L mattapun

yk“

ay




Rost iwpace Sumsranina2071-C1-TM-025

 Bosmon [S'UFQ)L[,;;“} M A
BOSTON SOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS

7.5 X 15 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 0 n S‘ ’ l Itl l
o ' 4
SALEM 22 KM. 335 712 00
- NEWBURYPORT 54 KM. 2/ 30" POINT OF PINES 9 KM. T+ 42°22' 30"
KM. 7 34 KM. TO 1-495  ( HELSEA 3 KM. - s s /
i 37 Mqo%vgg%.cg)d 6 kM. 51.3 KM. TO INTERCHANGE \\93) O\ svenerr (CITY HALL) 4.5 KM, 7| C i - ol T K - < BOST ‘ F%, 3 H U S ETTS
CONCORD 22 KM. 3] @ | 7" 307 326 ; — Ef 3 S A /4} ‘ 3 ;%9 MASSAC
- o1 10’ ) 23 5.7KkM. TO MASS. 60 ~ (2 - e 7 J‘ ‘ 75 X T = - ‘ () éf/) e %‘%
ROUGH 29 KM. 130" 3 5 i ) 4 \ By A ' ' ¢ BN % N\
j = MR ae Te KM~ %gle’ 30 | %19 7 \; ] d): h 60 : —V o ; MEfIDge e, N : i ’\\1/ ( W :
71°15" 315000nF | 16 \ T ‘ lictory Z u \ f [ i 2R : ita == S : Q rx 8 / / 2 ‘/,/; N 1500000 l t .
42°22" 36t oo &z W /AT WO 71NN ~ » P | ok [Feer 1:25 000-scale metric
= =5 ) - =i N\l O ‘ > topographic map
. 3 ) S = K N il b . = I 2 Karlestownfgm
_ ing Stg-\ | é\ <= = i (KRB @ 1) = % 8 oo Bridge —— 6
" § ) ! e} 7
| > ‘, ol o) s )k 3
Gharl, 2 J h ScH . % ' Ar @
i) < 75 3 AN i |2 d 5 f 2
4693000mN fore & own ¥ S 7 s o Dam,” 3% o
aryf % ) %\ \C ) N \/\%S N / Lock
S {fe Sta_ ]~y Gty /\ = \o\ 10.9 Tt 2 X = P4 = __ s 2 Mass ner?
";’/ 'Asl./ N = ‘%/ "4(.\ 4 ‘:. 4 = Z1H 5 ‘:‘.' — WT, / spita £
Z -~ frm 1 i S R s e\ — S 1 V/
6. By ¥ A} 2
\ J 5 '3 wId) 201 &% e e | | NP - N
s kg s 1 / m .‘ \ - 9 - . - o - v .
¢ D e >4 S\ ¢ P e == e
L) (7 | ]9 3 ‘ eV \" m 32 3 ; b %5 : — :
. ] NOF) o\ e ' : 2 = @ N us L —
SHR = . ) Y N RalE N — %5
= o 4 *) NN e ~ 7 — =% —
% T% < ~ =
d B! < N7 H s X s, Sch Q ; = = — Rec \ : =
48 PR DTS : - ] 5 - LE
. = N iy | ‘1S / B\ AN Par] i < ] Aino L2 ——_ oM :&” — A B\ — 7.5 X 15 MINUTE QUADRANG
© = 3 044, in g oy .(‘:3& ‘)_\‘ /\K s' AR ay! url 3 o : - > - - — = == T S SHO“/HVG
S »Sch, LA\ b ta = ' 7 i
) io Tower © A AR od ol SEr o i
_ o S ) RN Y o~ i ch z == ' = ¢ Contours and elevations
&) N st %, 3 / .
S g 7 n Na AT L 3 /\/‘ = > Q W in meters
e e 5\ 15 e )
W“‘“_ & S A & B 0 > (/ Iows, . »"o\ X Al - & Highways, roads and other
- G5 N < / | =
> . ound s : SINTT 4 | L (7~ 2 5 Sl G - Ly manmade structures
Q2 e 7 5AV = SOT 15.5 2 L << Z] 3 = (&) = AL S |
o S, Seh g 187 . ) % 45 <) . dl Water features
Y (,\/ ) = ile | u'.‘f' v > - S 5
'ﬂ > 1§ S & = = w A" = ~ X 1 QL 2 SN N
< A ! = - | Std's ~ Vi
5 g 207 " ge= oL o B ) S| < N - s A > Woodland areas
< —— 1 (&) .
Wy TS o n: - \
53 rnd S " | CONRAIL : | _caBO N 1 4 ‘ N VA RIS B [ e N éﬁ :0 Geographlc names
oR Zis = — 5 = 765 ) = /°/‘ f = Gt s | us MlLl‘}AR%(‘
sSSRY - e ‘ i y o ; 302 \! hér—— A . 4/ O / RESERVATIO!
R P { Y M : T &, [Pk A 9 3 22 :
82 cBharng X/ = A MONg2 ] 3 3 f QSN =0 A N\ ON\A ' AN
h % igh Sch . &{ ( Q/:CO % S\\r t[' hns// 60: N > = .
9 o )P X7 AN i) S o o ~ ; | VEY
< T < ) I
g . y 3 o 1= ) SV A ol ) SN = e R (/a , > Z = GEOLOGICAL SUR
N = ( k. - = \
N 5 : @ . <(\ Sl g ) \ X | 1 1\0 & S 5 =
; P ! \ { / iU \| -
4630 = Ciaftin T | o A Willo 1 [°= )\ a Q " g
M 0 4 &4 i E ﬁ \)@ / o i S : \’ ./,f = A 45 S ) —~ ; ‘ [
P : S W) { & S % < i 5 S /i )
e J X 00} = SO 5 A v @ % #q SR
N 3 4 ek 46.0 i Ie Ly 62 \ / l@ = \ \"o | & ~ 9
8 L// 0 F . o 5,
ﬁ : i )\ DY < ~{ o S 3/144' 1) . \ S ¢
315 ~— irg/s)) ; 9,
S 0. S A 4 . i
unty~ el E 7y Chy o : : A 5 T o ’ : _ Chestnut Hill S8 S N4 Produced by the United States Geological Sur\t/ey
= &P = & ] ) y [ 7 = s < = - eservoir N : = : , Se - in cooperation with Massachusetts Departmen
’ e ¥ 7 o) \ ? \J‘l :r Z ///3 = =i 2\ ‘ i - S 400 -~ ' : of Public Works b of
x > /\j S v @ S 5 Mason M _ % ﬂ ) - 5 . Control by USGS, NOS/NOAA, and Commonwealth o
o0 2 : 0.& s ( Sch = - S @ 9 P / AL Massachusetts agencies . T ——
Wa 2 X > ! —— = ) 0 . t metric methods from aerial photogra
3 / \ q b G : = '\@\g =@y ==t Coe e A g e Map edited 1987
lé 4 ‘ PI < S 3 @5. rs Nf - 2 2 o i FO O % —'.\-\;\ J 2 ’ V! Supersedes Newton and Boston South 1:25,000-scale
S VN % : D e s U : q Gl o & 0 0 ] /i maps dated 1970
< % Q) Je I\ e {RC Zervas L / e Y o { /i 2 i iled from NOS charts 13270 (1982)
5 % Evar e 1o s UR : 1 Selected hydrographic data compiled from N igati
5‘::,) £ 095& 4 . Q 5 - : S / /é? @ 5 0 ueﬁ\‘% : 3 2 - ‘ / I ol/‘ff and 13272 (1982). This information is not intended for navigational putposes
SIS 2 NS L7 > S o o 4 Crystal V\/Jn ¢ O Q\u\ el % ; S )/ M() / Projection and 1000-meter g;id: Universal
= 45 ) = 5 / S = /E 1 u 0 ¢ = IR )2 Q)R ON:] 1 erse Mercator, zone 1 y
SR = op~Lla 0“” A A A : /\f (;/// Lake ¥ \ & ) ) = é@) 0 2 e ellP, & &\ \ LB;/A(; i -lraa(;'gz;;m grid ticks based on Massachusetts coordinate
SENS O Q SHE PO icifar = ; (\ \t ol > j= ‘A < \ ¢ ™ v / (  system, mainland zone
X5 O & " OR7 A 5 £ . / O\ Eirldl 3. s S ) 1927 North American Datum X
s 2 2 z 0 Z & eoks| L\ C : ) -={l0 \1"«\06 < s Y $) { To place on the predicted North American Datum 1983,
\ 2 ' = > 9 Jr High 3 Ao ©} AN LS / move the projection lines 6 meters south and
188 ‘\ 2 3 s %3 \ ‘ () 5 @ =N \ / 42 meters west as shown by dashed corner ticks .
\ 4 3 % & 3¢ O e 0 U ‘~ O DS i\ There may be private inholdings within the bou.ndanes of
\ > P I SR Y TN P }'{&& ﬁ@a@ the National or State reservations shown on this map
auil 7 . 3 @ .~ 7 " . S SN
- &/ H LV & il /i 17 RN U r\ \ Py CONTOUR INTERVAL 3 METERS
NT- @ ibr @ Y= \ ¥, QM m— NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 19%!9ETER
ZUN Libr; L) : = (> G }Q CONTROL ELEVATIONS SHOWN TO THE NEAREST oivIIETER
OU T iot SOk ¢ X PARKWA . NEC) Jamaica . Sddey OTHER ELEVATIONS SHOWN TO THE NEAREST 19i~:5Rs
= 2N S LN A T OAS Golf Conaet O ] Pond [RLRESTH DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN ME
= TN ! S\ e TS | . B N DATUME VAN IOUWATR o
- A J ] 06 ) o { antry, 1 R SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APPROXIMATE LINE
¢ - = WATER
- | , : \ : | X - MEANmANHlGl;GE OF TIDE IS APPROXIMATELY 2.9 METERS
: 9 ) . (,\Lo;ﬁ{ﬁ* \ S Childre SEs =
.9 2 -
'S W / ond e e THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS
S3 7 S 0 33 . o/ CJ? J Fire*
ge 2 S \ <& Z)@ \ T
£% Fi > ©) A e oo — RAM MAPS
83 ® ! \ . \|
§§ : % \ 5’ Y 0 DN - . CONVERSION TABLE ~ DECLINATION DIAG ADJOINING
T > Ui
§§ , 5 = s / N i Meters Feet —’ * 1 2 37
o / f = = i MN
= SR 1 32808 GN 4 5
- » ) - 2 552;;
] g 3 9.8
s = shal / 2 131234 16 6 |7 | 8
gh S P | pes | | e
486 I} ‘ \\1'( N “‘) =/ 7 2229629 ; gasvtnafﬁ "
|\ Sy
AN | / 8 26.2467 oston No
N o NS NOS < 7 g 295276 3 Lynn
) 05! s \s \\ N k-‘t/ / 10 32.8084 4 Framingham
= Z A @) St
S‘L 7;&? 3 \ / - = ; = = " \ > ? 7, To convert meters to feet UTM grid convergence 5 Hull
IN D (L€ o e A (75 0 CC 1987 magnetic 6 Medfield
e R ,\,uj WA \Z multiply by 3.2808 (GN) and mag
=l ( g\& $ S OO £ declination (MN) 7 Norwood
‘Sju Y ?) ,) 4 = = D BT ! l > SN A i To convert feet to meters at center of map 8 Weymouth
&STAWQ N g Sbesas o) N9 S (72 ) YT 7 ’ multiply by 0.3048 Diagram is approximate
e A i V\”/\:’é/\/\ ( "% 7/\\/”//'6‘0\ (% \_}\J
~ 2 A D < = ) \B < / - = L
i @) <), L 5 Qg A
*~ RE ) 3 : e ——
/ C, ., o K it ik N\ ’ o = i N
/%OS?OAJ [ SUFFOLLE }M)ﬁge% A AN\ ;Q 8 giger [ S =
\ o ) . g ool ) == v \%\7/ ~ ! N %, \ FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
> e ) D . g A 5 o\l K% ) <D\ ey b | 5% G DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092
e 'x; O % g % <, \ ‘\ ﬁ) i\ 9) S ~Z B | \) 4 /i’ Franklin p
i = 5 5 u,} I & /\1(& 14 \ ¥ 5o Ry 2 A :
s % U Ve NE/ = — < % L // % < —— 42 X 7 i ’ I~ + :
’ o 5 5 & 0. ! / b} \ A ; 1 J;/ =l E
3 I; O r\ - 1 % A\ \ / / { 2N 0‘\ ) Q /_\m l' - ~5
@ i S 7 © 50 | VMR & KN y T
17/ 30" 3 . < ° « ) y \ Q () ] L s ca :
ADNH X ° ; ;T s 2. mbols
\¢ 3\ R % & - R 3 ¥ & 2 4 \\“? S Of%r“‘\ \\ 15 7 rigl Qrobind = T0pographlc Map sy
= N e (S v \
i D, T~ N \ ¢ SO 0’20?) Y ( Rf 000, S highway, hard surface
i A‘““_» 7 e | A = v Primary ig way, hard surface ............ ... .. ... ... ..
2 S - ark = chr o N Y 22 i :
84 4/‘, $ \v\) > 8 i ;// \ s =2, | Cq 3 % $ < ! /; )‘; S h “ fla S sscondary h]ghway, hard surface ................ ... .. ..
55 SO ) ( \\ & / ‘Q?S ) LY, \ I 7 gh \‘ D :, ; ~ o Light-duty road, hard or improved surface ................
<2 4 X g X . : \\‘\ 2 Unimproved road; trail ...................... ... ... _ =
_—ﬁ’ & 9 S\ —é_ 3 > N\ (/ A/ ESL
E:S 7 // /4 Pl et N NN, = = = SR (8 < === 4 E 3 ; 5 St N 2 \/ /’/1 ) \ LAY \ = Route marker: Interstate; U. S.; State .............. .. . D D O
/ - oy | - )
§;:: Jf'\ .i i Y, | 39 A ‘ x o S S \ ng )) & !‘/;, : n It Railroad: standard gage; narrow gage ............... . =
" sg 23 - | T 1 el : 2 > & c’\ v SN 2V c \/ //,‘ Y/ : Bridge; drawbridge ................... ... ... ... . '_l'—
gg %\\’\799 ; q é - osxbu: B \ QA : '~ ; h ) ,/\ /i o : = 3 S Footbridge; overpass; underpass ........... ... ... . . 3\ 5 s
xR 5 % /; J;\SN hall & I i - g QZ\‘(\ ) 5 g <\ i Calv. e 1’ @2, 2 & 9 Q'] 9 » Built-up area: only selected landmark buildings shown .. ... ; -:
LA Park| AVE| "5};@e~_ﬁw 5 - \ :\)P' e = S ) "vf’e‘:‘; O\ i Ceni( 4 ) N / S 2 House; bam; church; school; large structure ... ........ .. e
S & Ubmrng N 1 [éater gl 3 73 5/ ' = \ (= /\/ 4 S h . ’ Boundary:
4683 )\ A g,’r K‘Z a R\R =L A A . S \ Vodiil) f\ *) \’ \r’ Y o : o o) y / \\ ,’/ National, with monument .............. ... ... .. . .
§ =Gt : / W @F k. N\ ) S oy Pml SIS N |, T
\ loyer ety § ) \\\ 4 ‘l B AN  Boston) i g State ... T
7 - ) \ ( 3 A < t/ ;\ < ator { W A County, parish ..................... ... .. ... . .
;':/ Q4 o & \'\\\:‘\ I A o! }(‘K //\a\l ‘Kg /) < N '.n... S ) 11 Civil township, precinct, district .. .. ..
\ \ ¢ \ \ A d : ) / / \‘Px\ }///// / @ 7 = a (Ll Incorporated city, village, town ............... .. .. ceee
: \¢ et ‘ / 8% — ion; small park ..............__ __
//3/\ ( \ l\’g\ rI//! ¥, I~ DO o N ¥ z National or State reservation; small park ..............__.__
— &S /D W N B » A . s = . Land grant with monument; found section corner ... ... =i Bie=
ye 7 )} VAN /> (i ( \Ri g e / 2 Q — = Z U. S. public lands survey: range, township; section . ... ..
/ & ? ﬁ/ d\% R \\\°\’ i i"‘ ﬁ;\ ) // : 7% [ i = ’o—//‘ BTA ) Range, township; section line: location approximate ..... _ _ _ = e
o, ( 5 S, I X o . o . —
‘ L y / \\) f “} \\\\ : i/( R\\\ “ \U / /° /J] Y ¢ ; > ?"\ —= >\\ ‘!\ i Fence orfield line ............................. ... =
a 2( T)/{N ' /@ . "“y ) \*‘ \\ : | / a ?4 : % @] ) < Power transmission line, located tower .............. .. .. —o—@—.H
@) oS/ Vol ’&/ 3 / > i 3/ N2 5 ol > Dam; dam with lock ...................... ... . . mmnmﬁm r___Ij g
\ Y/ IPE 0\:\&. fliat (g ! / ) . W = ) 3 t Cemetery; grave ..................... ... . ... ! [Teml +
k : 710 X \\ }\ \= / ¥ /'/, - < 1 éar \{) S Z | 9 ) S ; Campground; picnic area; U. S. location monument ........ i = -
\) j CRPY 2 e . . ° o
) Q! %{/j/ ) \ 6 j/ ( ( W 7 6 0 : &Y S . A A, ( Windmill; water well; spring ................ ... ... . 3
(8\ / v/ =3 . 5 ;
K e \ \;\ o ~— " SO\, D J IONAN =/ Ny S Milto 0 C SN | N Mine shaft; prospect; adit orcave ............ ... .. .. LI A
% 5| \ A 3 ~ \ S . % o .
A QUK CIHRD / \ // TNz ) * = o, GIO‘SJ (\ S AN f e \o X N\ NG A Control: horizontal station; vertical station; spot elevation . . /A’/, X:
: & ) INA Hiof "‘"’/l/ O/’g\‘ [\ /' @ = = «° 0‘ T/ l‘k S SN NN Ve =NC J = ¢ s Contours: index; intermediate; supplementary; depression . . e ; v
NS NINOFAIIN 2N 7 ,. 4 I T Y J \ \ N o S
ﬂ N/ fik /'\Q\/Jjﬁ/r ;\fﬂ U %\, { L‘\/\I\“UK ) I & 54 I% - 6‘(\ & z % rnér, ~;'I A /}\ : ; [ ] Addréws' = \ ?E Distorted surface: strip mine, lava; sand ...... ... .. .. ... s \—\
? Q v “ ‘ ( /‘H/ E ;;\ \/k/d 3 0/1 > /,Z;/wa \ \) ‘:\‘ 1 (/1 . — : ."BROO on > Ve = i > la gragun: A g 20 / § Soundings; depth CUIVE et @\
(9, \ R/ A c,g,’\u\/\ ) N\ I / N 15 % = 0 . . = e ‘4\5"-‘4 o |--.. = < Y 5 Perennial lake and stream; intermittent lake and stream .. .. D’*“(“: %
A = 'i Z ® . / N1l % - \ = L- . A = 5 Z
3 DN/ “Cét);g\\ (N e . e 75 >\ ol 157 %Y " Acadien i : o 20 z b WT_A) ) 5 g Rapids, large and small; falls, large and small ... ....... ... o g
) < : & CUDNG y N\ Sl = =5 0 5 SCEAY * =5 ;marsh, swamp ... 2
WA % ) NG ) 7z ( f!/? = ./\ X & ORNS N ~€ (5 FTRE L% S—r £, L 15 ! = A ) \ ',\ Submerged marsh; marsh, 'swamp...‘. - : %
00/ 0 > ) O° : - Y {/ ‘ " 2N & f o)/ ‘ ~AAE ¢ & SN Y X i ol oh Land subject to controlled inundation: woodlan
\j\\/ & s \§ { \ “7.-\:—‘/? : (’ :— ~ [) \ \ / /‘ \ N 5 50, A N A‘/ . = ( = " —=ka= A 2 Y | ) b < ¢ 4 2 Scrub; mangrove ...l
I WA \< ) / . \ > : N < \ i X : : 2N pvineyard ... ...
/n / ‘<\ \ ‘eﬁ o @//2 > QY 74 \\ ( @( 2 ”«L\ ?/ ¥ (E® j B\ p ~(Cl SN\, ," ) % N Z P g A N\ 2 | H 3 1{ o &) : Orchard; vineyard ............. .. ..
= 5 Z S =) . 2 £ 2 < X Sl s [ N \ ). ;
e \ i° RN IN 8y SRk \ N 2 R | b RO WA = >
2. ‘; / s 7 = /= Q\/O)‘* : Y / ONA N2 L/ ‘ = % Ahall 5 y-‘\»’g/)ﬁ--\x y e \\/\ < ) X 0. ¢ H N
10CA /L’&%«v \ S NRIS Y, ) NSNS / (L Park | {J// e\ R = NS> Wi e XN L f A= IR <oy AN 2Lib
‘ =R 1A % y \ ) =09 ) T j. | Far N\ T = e 30— === s, = : (&' ' & & identa\f ) 2 . ;
01/\ \%’ ? % \,\/\ ol \4\4 r\aﬂ oﬁ% A @) Jie ”3\\ \// i ) ﬁL_/ D L k === j' { ,; | < \\ < ) ,/ Y9 N @\ ) WA e === A “\\/3 24, B - — 3 LV, . anf .. | . / \( : ”“\\—\Vs S \ LA K N | | 40015 A pamphlet descﬁbing topographic maps is available on request
: > S\ / N\ N o w05 ALY 16 )\ SHEA ! o NN_- apsihy (2 - T k\ng TN N\ Ml Pierce S NN PR | i ON L0 X" a\ ('l R\ G . WA TN e i b
4] 9 B YEIFRN=ZSS % ) C NG | NS {J\Lﬁ‘ \ N A R%// )~ //@ N | GAN S ) ;\///, ¢ @ -2 (dﬁ‘f" (e DTS X Academy A \\ Al 330 T 33 o1 3o \‘ L5 KM. TO INTERCHANGE 24 333 71°0
%80 1 i U AN 2 ¢ - : S nf 7R L e\ | ' \ 7 eSS /7 N\ K KA A A ' - 3 MILTON 0.3 KM. ISV ¢
¥\ = @ s o\ & L (Gl U SN (AN 2 I\ T =~ ) rou 2 XN P LU / 5.5 KM. TO INTERSTATE 93 | 28 g RANDOLPH 9.2 KM.
ij Y CB > = \@«\Q ! /)7) S J\"*\m/“f PN R\ 24 =l S 7 353 394 70307 325 ) STOUGHTON 14 kM. i — 3000 4000 5000 METERS BOSTON SOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS
' T - ' \ 31g | 0 0 L = — =S —— S
42°184-2— 315 1670000 FEET 316 G KM, TO INTERSTATE 89\ 11 3318 5 4 SCALE 1:25 000 e — —— — === — 14000 16000 FEET
7115 FEAM TR ME 2 THE GROUND == e P 10000 12000
KILOMETERS 1 5 0 ! — 1 CENTIMETER ON THE MAP REPRESENTS 250 METERSR(;N = = 000 2000 6000 8000
} — —
® INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. RESTON. VIRGINIA— 1987 W . 2 CONTOUR INTERVAL 3 METE
MILES 1 5 ¢


















e S

2

N










UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION -

PROPERTY Rosendale Substation

NAME :

MULTIPLE
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS,

DATE RECEIVED: 7/12/13
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/27/13

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 13000621

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:

OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
REQUESf: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:
co WAIVER: N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT ‘6 2 I o) gDATE
—_— — -

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

RECOM. /CRITERIA

REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

Suffolk

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/12/13
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 8/28/13

Entered in
The National Register
ofl
Historic Places

DISCIPLINE

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.
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City of Boston
The Environment
Department

Boston City Hall/ Room 805
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617/635-3850
www.cityofboston.gov/landmarks

Susan D. Pranger, Chair
Cyrus Field, Vice-Chair
John Amodeo

David Berarducci

John Freeman

Susan Goganian
Thomas Herman
Kirsten Hoffman
Thomas Hotaling
Adam Hundley

Diana Parcon

Lynn Smiledge

Yanni Tsipis

Charles Vasiliades
Richard Yeager

Ellen J. Lipsey, Exec. Director

"RECEIVED 5

May 28, 2013
_ JUN 03 2013
Ms. Brona Simon .
State Historic Preservation Officer MASS. HIST. COMM

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Re: Roslindale Substation, 4228 Washington Street, Roslindale, MA
National Register of Historic Places Nomination

Dear Ms. Simon:

The Boston Landmarks Commission is very pleased to support the listing of the
Roslindale Substation, 4228 Washington Street, Roslindale, MA, in the National
Register of Historic Places. The BLC unanimously voted to support this listing at
its May 14, 2013 public meeting.

Thank you for providing the BLC with the opportunity to support this deserving
nomination. = BLC staff looks forward to the Massachusetts Historical
Commission’s review of this nomination at its June 11, 2013 quarterly meeting.

Sincerely,
(,)a/'/ -

Caitlin Greeley
Architectural Historian/Assistant Survey Director

Cc: Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC
Elizabeth Sherva, preservation consultant

VOTE TO SUPPORT THE LISTING OF THE ROSLINDALE SUBSTATION, 4228 WASHINGTON
STREET, ROSLINDALE, MA, IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

MOTION: C. Vasiliades SECOND: D. Parcon
IN FAVOR: C. Vasiliades, Y. Tsipis, D. Parcon, T. Herman, T. Hotaling, A. Hundley, S.
Goganian and Chair Smiledge. OPPOSED: NONE. The motion carries.
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January 14, 2013

Brona Simon

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Simon:

[ am pleased to submit a National Register nomination for the 100-year-old
Roslindale Massachusetts Transit Authority Substation building at the corner of
Washington Street and Cummins Highway in Roslindale Village. Roslindale Village
Main Street is partnering with Historic Boston Incorporated to rehabilitate this
iconic structure in our revitalized business district.

We are excited to have the Roslindale Substation recognized as an historic building
given the key role that it played in the development and growth of Roslindale. We
look forward to working with you and your staff over the coming months.

Steven |. Gag
President

9A Corinth Street  Roslindale, MA 02131  Tel: 617.327.4065 Fax: 617.327.4066  www.roslindale.net

Community - Design < Promotion < Revitalization - Volunteerism -« Small Business Resources



HISTORIC 3 School Street Fax: 617/7427431

BOSTON Boston, MA 02108 Email: hbi@historicboston.org
INCORPORATED 617/227-4679 Web: www.historichosion.org RECEIVED
DEC 26 2006
December 21, 2006
- MASS. HIST. COMM

Ms. Elizabeth Friedberg
Massachusetts Historical Commission
The Massachusetts Archives Building
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Betsy,

Enclosed, please find an application to nominate the Roslindale Village MBTA Substation
to the National Register of Historic Places.

When we last spoke about nominating this important building some years ago, Historic
Boston and Roslindale Village Main Streets had just completed our joint publication—
Feasibility Study to Rehabilitate the Roslindale Substation (published in October, 2002). At
that point, we were hopeful that our study’s findings would inform the MBTA’s disposition
process and result in their awarding the building to a responsible developer who would act
quickly to redevelop the historic structure into a community amenity.

Unfortunately, that process did not proceed smoothly. However, the Substation remains a
wonderful building in a prime location whose redevelopment in a historically sympathetic
way would be a major benefit to the residents of Roslindale.

Now that the MBTA plans to transfer the property to the Boston Redevelopment Authority
so that agency can begin a new disposition process, we are hopeful that the Substation will
finally be sold to a developer who listens to the needs and desires of the surrounding
community, has the experience required to put together the sort of complex funding scheme
that will most likely be needed for this challenging project, and who can act quickly so that
this pivotal property does not lay dormant for another generation.

Listing the property on the National Register would not only recognize and publicize the
importance of this building to Boston’s architectural and technological heritage to the
community and to potential developers, but it would also add the possibility of using
historic tax credits to help accomplish its redevelopment.

If you have any questions about this material, please fee free to call me. In the meantime,
we will look forward to receiving your comments.

all best wishes, :

Acting Executive Director
Enclosures

Cc:  Roysin Bennett Younkin, Boston Landmarks Commission
Wayne Beitler, Roslindale Village Main Streets

G:\DATA\OF97\PresPlan\Roslindale Substation\2006 National Register Appl\Friedberg nomination trnsmttl 2006.12.21.doc
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts NAT

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

July 2, 2013

J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:;
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Roslindale Substation, 4228 Washington St., Boston (Roslindale) (Suffolk), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Government community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Three letters of support have been received.

Sincerely,

,éd@ / ’/Maﬂd&a{

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cey Elizabeth Sherva
Caitlin Greeley, Boston CLG coordinator, BLC
Lynn Smiledge, Boston Landmarks Commission
Thomas Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
Christina DiVisio, Darlene Donovan, Roslindale Village Main Street
Kathy Kottaridis, Historic Boston, Inc.

220 Morrissey Boulevard,. Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 » Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc
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