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ARCH TECTURAL 9 GNH CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

e ﬁroposed Sherborn Center Historic District enconpasses 85 acres andis sited
e convergence of four najor roadways--Min Street, Miple Street, Véshington,

and Farm Foad. Wiile nost parts of Sherborn are overwhel mngly residential, Sherborn
Center contains both public and private buildings. Mst of the structures within
the district were erected inthemd 19th century, and the principal building
material iswood. Notable exceptions include such nmasonry structures as the
Center School, the Dowse Menorial Building, the Sherborn Public Library, and the
Deborah Perry Dowse Cool i dge House, 2 North Main Street, all built during the
20th century. Structures within the district generally do not exceed 2% stories
in height. Donestic architectural styles representedinthe district range from #
the central-hall-plan Georgian- sdyl e FHagg House (built 1740, enlarged 1/72, #151)
to an unusual exanpl e of an Edwardian country cottage, (the above-nentioned
Deborah Perry Dowse Cool i dge House, 1914, #80). Brief descriptions of key donestic
and public buildings inthe district follow (Cont' d)

HSTRCAL SANHCANCE of area. (Explain devel opment of area what causedi t
and howit affected comunity; be specific). .

The Sherborn Center Historic District has been, since the 1680s, the focus of
Sherborn's religious, Folitical, educational, and social life. During the 19th
century its rise asalocally inportant conmercial center paralleled and conpl enented
that of Edwards Plain-Dowse's Corner tothe north as a light manufacturing district.
Both publicly and privately owned, the district over tinme has housed this rural
conmuni ty's nost promnent citizens. Thedistrict includes thirty-one properties,
twenty-five of which contribute to its significance.

Initially Sherborn's settlement was concentratedinthe area's southern portion.
The first English settlers cane to Sherborn, or Boggestow in 1652 and the town
was incorporated in 1674. Sherborn Center s devel opnent began with the
construction of the First Parish Church's first neetinghouse inthe early 1680s.

B/ the earjy 18th century, four major thoroughfares converged in the neetinghouse
vicinity. These included "The Road to Natick"(now North Main Street), "The

Road to Medfield" (now South Main Street), "The Road to the Farmi (MJrse's farn
or Farm Road, and "The Road t o Ashl and" (Ma le Street). For nany years Véshington
atlrle_et was a segnent of the Hartford Turnpike and was al so known as "The Road to
ol l1ston.”

Throughout the 18th century, Sherborn Center remained sparsely settled. By 1750 it
contained a burial ground (founded i n 1689, #904), the meetinghouse, a school, and
?C%hardd)Sanger's Tavern, which was a long, | ow structure onthe site of present-day
nt'
B Bl G3AHY and/ or REFHRENES

Myps of 1788, 1857, 1875, 1889, and 1906.

Ane C Shaughnessy, A Quide to Sherborn and AHi story of Sherborn, 1974.

Frances Bardwel |, ed., "Historical Sketches-Sherborn Tercentenary, 1652-1952. "
Sherborn Historical Society, "The Century Turns," 1900.

Sherborn Hi storical Society, Sherborn Past and Present, 1674-1924,
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ARCH TECTURAL S| GNFI CANCE ( Cont i nued)

Several exanples of the Federal style are included within the district boundaries
and conprise the earliest structures inthe area. Well-craftedFederal houses
speak el oquently of the fact that talented local housewights were at work inthe
early 19th century. The hip-roofed Col. Calvin Sanger House, 8 \Washington Street,
with i ts handsone fanlit entrance fronted by a colummed entry porch, and interior
woodwor k and fine French wal | paper, was built by Ebenezer Minn in 1819 (#1"7). Its
pol ygonal bay with Gothicized decorations i s a late 19th century addition. The
laundry ell of Col. Sanger's house was noved to 5 Zion's Lane (#17") in the 1850s.
Bowen Adans, another acconplished Sherborn housewright, built his oan hip-roofed
residence at 27 South Main Street (#127) in 1815 as well as the Dr. O iver Everett
House at 1 North Main Street (#7'9"). Built in 1833, the Everett House features
entrance pilasters that display a distinctive Geek key pattern; the houseis
Sherborn's best exanple of the transition from Federal to Geek Revival styling.

Solid exanples of side-hall-plan, front-facing gable Geek Revival dwellings are |
located at 15 North Main Street (the Anos Bigelow House, ca. 18A5 #85) and at |
27 \Washington Street (the Dr. Albert Blanchard House, 18*-9, #152). These houses |
possess wide corner and fascia boards and fully pedimented attics.

Several snmall [l-story central-hall-plan cottages built inthe md 19th century are
also located inthis district, including the Horatio Coolidge House, 39 South Min
Street (ca. 1825 #131), and the Joshua Hol brook House, 5 South Main Street (ca. 1840,
#126). The area of Zion's Lane/Linden Lane, along the western edge of the district,
al so deserves nention for its picturesque collection of dimnutivecottages. In
addition to the laundry ell of the Col. Sanger House, these include the Martha

Austin House, 5 Linden Lane (ca. 1850-1875, #175), and the Onion House at the corner
of Zion's Lane and North Main Street (9 North Main Street, ca. 1840, #84).

Sherborn's nost significant 19th century residence architecturally i s the George
H Clark House at 16 North Min Street (ca 1853, #86) The source for this
villa's irregular plan, distinctive profiles, loggias, balconies, and wi de over-
hanging cornice apparently lies inthe md 19th century romantic patternbooks of
the Anerican |andscape architect Andrew Jackson Downing. Alexander Rice Esty of
Fram ngham i s probably this house's architect.

Over time, Sherborn's public buildings have housed a variety of religious, political,
educational, and social activities. The First Parish Church's third neetinghouse,
located at 11 \Wabbington Street, was built in 1830 by Hram QGones of Dover (#148).

This Geek Revival ecclesiastical building's octagonal steeple and spire are the

major focal point inthe area. Also noteworthy isits handsone pedinmented portico.

| mredi ately to the southeast of the First Parish Church i s the wood-framed Italianate-
style Town Hal |, 3 Sanger Street (#123). | tws built in 1859 by El bridge Boyden,
architect of Wrcester's Meechanics Hall. The cupola-topped Town Hall's w ndows are
fully enframed, its cornice i s deeply bracketed, and its corners are boldly defined

by quoins. This is one of the few unaltered exanples of Boyden's work in Mssachusetts.

Cont i nued
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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H storic District
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ARCHTECTURAL SGNIACANCE (Cont'd, p. 2)

The high Victorian Gothic Samn A , which housed the Thomes Donge High School,
IS o longer extant. Built in 1874 demolished in 1962, it sood on the site of
the present Sherborn Public Library.

To the southeast of the Church Green, at 25 South Man Street, is the Pilgrim
Church (#127). Built in 1830, it wes remoddled in the Italianatestyle in the
1850s. A high rusticated basemantt, central pediment, and round-arched windows wee
added at that time. The nearby St. Theresas Catholic Church (#130) at 33 South
Man Street is an unpretentious frame vernacular structure, built in 1898 to house
the town's dmshouse. The building wes sold to the church in 1924.

Finally, a picturesque example of the Tudor Revival-style, popular in the early
20th century,is the brick Donse Memorid Building at 4 North Man Street (#82).
Built on North Man Street in 1914, it wae desgned by the Bogon architectural
firm of Pray, Hubbad ad White. A curvilinear Flemish gable dominates the facade.

During the late 18th and early 19th centuries, Sherborn Center's character wes
partly commercial. Nblonger extant are two 19th century generd stores, an 18th
century tavern on the site of a house at 3-5 North Man Street (see #81), ad a
pogt office. Col. Cavin Sanger's Store still sands at 12 Washington Street
(built ca 1805, #149). It is a Federal-style, five-bay building that received
Italianate surface treatments later in the 19th century.

Within the district there are also severa notable monuments as well as Sherborn's
oldest burying ground. Centra Burying Ground (#904). Foudad in the late 1680s,
the latter contains a fine collection of the late 1/th-early 19th century sSlate
stones. Gravestone motifs represented here include winged skulls ad faces, willows
ad urns, ad floral patterns. The Leand Maumat (#905) is a granite Egyptian
obelisk, erected on the northern edge of the Church Green in 1847. It isa
memorid to Hery Leland, one of the town's first settlers. The Mamy Statue
(#904) by sculptor Cyrus Dallin is located in front of the Central Burying Ground,
facing Man Street. It is composd of an eight-foot-tall bronze statue of a
women, ad gands in the center of a granite architectural setting by William [
Wae Dingmore. The statute is dedicated to the mamy of Sherborn's war deed, ad
wes unveiled in 1924.

Intrusions in the Sherborn Center Historic District include a nurmba of recent,
commeadd structures that are architecturally undistinguished. In addition, the
Pdemen Bickford Strawv Ha Factory (#87), originally a Grek Revival-style structure,
built in 1833, wes noved to its present location at 15 North Man Street in 1830 ad
subsequently wes significantly altered. The building no longer retains architectural
integrity, but it is of historical significance for Its associations with the Straw
Ha industry as the only remaning dement of that industry in Sherborn. :

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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HSTAR AL S G A CNE (Cont' d)

35 North Min Street (#81). Three dwellings were located inthis area: the

nucl eus of the Flagg House at 22 Washington Street (ca. 1740, #151), the Sparhawnk
House, which occupied the site of 27 South Min Street, and a parsonage, which
stood at 8 Wshington Street. nly the burial ground and the Hagg House renmain
fromthis period of settlienent. It was not until theearly 19thcentury that Sherborn
Center becane relatively densely settled and firmy established a recognizable
architectural identity as the town center. This growh was spurred by increased
light manufacturing activities tothenorth on Eodward s Plain (including edge

tool manufacturing, whi praking, and, |ater, shoe manufacturing). The Sanger
brothers, Joseph and Col . Calvin, built general stores toserve tradesnen as well
as farmers. Col. Calvin Sanger's 1805 store/law office isstill extant at 12
Véshi ngton Street (#149). Joseph Sanger's store, later the Hwmes and 0 ark

store, was built ca. 1805and torn down in1920. Its site i s nowoccupied by the
south lawn of the Dowse Menorial Buil ding.

Handsone Federal -styl e houses were built i n Sherborn Center between 1800 and 1835.
These included Col. Boven Adans' house at 27 South Main Street (ca. 1815, #128),
Calvin Sanger's house at 8 Washington Street (ca. 1819, #147), and Joseph Sanger's
house (1820) on the site of the Dowse Menorial Building. Bowen Adans was one of
the town's twoearly 19th century naster builders; the other was Bobenezer Minn,
bui | der of the Sanger house. Col. Sanger was a well-to-do |awer, politician, real
estate speculator, and cotton factory owner, while his brother, Joseph Sanger, was
a promnent |andowner i n Sherborn.

Cucial tothedistrict's continued devel opment was a 19th century ecclesiastical
controversy. A schism twenty years i nthenaking between conservative Trinitarians,
or Congregationalists, and the liberal Unitarian faction resulted inthe establishnment
of the two separate congregations. By 1830 Sherborn had becone a two church
town--both the First Parish Church's third neetinghouse (#148) and the Pilgrim

Church (#127) were built inthis year. The Pilgrim Church's Rev. Edhund Dowse,

who served as its mnister from 1838-1905, attracted parishionersfromfar beyond
Sherborn's borders. He was also active inpublic affairs, and served on the school
board for nore than sixty years.

Between 1850 and 1875, Joseph Sanger's "Honestead Estate" was subdivided by his
son El bridge. The cul-de-sacs known aszZion's (originally Pratt's) and Linden
Lanes were laid out tothenorth of theld Sanger Tavern and west of Min Street,
By 1875they were lined with dimnutive cottages, including theells of ol der
houses and out bui | dings. And George H Cark, nanager of Joseph Sanger's Store
(later Hawe's Store), built a stylish Italian villa on twelve acres of land east
of Main Street that he purchased from El bridge Sanger in 1852, |n 1870 theld
Famingham add Mansfield Railroad wes laid out to the north of George H. Clark's
property, creating a maHmece boundary bewean Sherborn Center ad the southern
portion of Edwads Plain.  Other prominent citizens wo resided in the district
Included landscgpe architect Jacob Pratt (9 North Man Street, ca. 1830, #34), ad
explorer Alfred Hanves (37 South Man Street, ca. 1835-1840, #129).

Continued

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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HSTARCAL SGNAONE (Cont'd, p. 2)

Between 1850 and 1941 the district's central role as a religious, political,
educational, and social center was reinforced by the construction of several
inportant public buildings. In 1859 Thonas Dowse, a |eather dresser, philanthro-
pist, and Sherborn native, gave five thousand dol | ars toward the erection of a Tom
Hal | (#123). The building initially also contained a high school and public
library. Sawn Acadeny 3#903) was constructed in 1847 wth funds provided by
Martha Saw n of Natick, designed toserve as "a select school in the center of town,
This high Victorianstructurewas |ocated tothe south of the Town Hall. Sawn
Acadeny was denol i shed in 1962 to nake roomfor the Sherborn Public Library. A
communi ty buil di ng program included the erection of an al nshouse at 33 North Min
Street in 1898 (#130). Soon determned tobe of [ittle use in prosperous

Sherborn, the building had becone hone t othe town's first Catholic parish by 1924.

The Dowse Menorial Building (#82) was built in 1914 t o house the tow's library,
and presently contains the Town Offices. The building has historical associations
with WIliam Bradford Honer Dowse, |awyer, businessman, historian, and
philanthropist. Dowse also provided the funds for the Mnory Statue, a nenorial

to Sherborn's war dead, which was erected in 1924. In addition. Dowse al so built
a hone for his sister nearby at 2 North Main Street (#80) in 1914 The Georgian
Revival -style dwelling is built in the nanner of an English country estate.

R TEH A KIR B/ALLATI ON

The Sherborn Center Historic District, with its 19th century churches, early

burial ground, stone walls, and large concentration of well-preserved 19th and
early 20th century buildings, has kept much of its pre-modern rural character.

The district retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association with the town's development from early settlement to the
mid 20th century, as well as with a number of prominent citizens. As such, it

thus fulfils Criteria A, B, and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

VERBAL BANDAEY CESH PTT ON AND JUSTI H CATI QN

The bounds of the Sherborn Center Historic District were drawn to include a group
of residential, civic, andecclesiastical buildings distinguishedby their
cohesive md-late 19th andearly 20th centiary architectiiral styles and by the
quality of setting that characterizes the district as a semrural village center.
The Sherborn Center Historic District i salso distingnmshed for the exanples of
Msks by two | ocal master bxailders, Ebenezer Minn and Bowen Adans. District
boundaries were defined by the presence of the railroad tracks and a small, nodern
commercial area adjoining the district's northern end, and by nodern but synpathetic
residential constructiontothe east, south, and west. Boundaries followrear | ot
lines except in the case of the Palenman Bickford Sraw Hat Factory, 17 M Min Street,
which sits on a |l ot of nore than 42 acres; inthis case, only the land inmediately
-surrounding the buildinganditsright-of-way to Min Street are included.

Cont i nued
Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMSSION Sherborn A
Office of the Secretary, Bodgon

Property Name Sherborn Center

Indicate each item o inventory form whidi is being continued bdow.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION, Cont.

Specifically, beginning at the northeast comer of the intersection of North Main Street
and the tracks of the Conrail system and proceeding southeasterly along rear lot lines
of properties on the east side of Main Street from 16 North Main Street to 35 South Main
Street; then turning at a right angle at the southeast corner of 35 South Main Street
and travelling west along the lot's southern boundary to the curbline; thence turning at
a right angle and proceeding northward along the eastern curbline to the intersection of
South Main, Sanger, and Sawin Streets, crossing to the northern side of Sawin Street,
and traveling westerly along the curbline to the southwestern (rear) corner of 27
Washington Street; thence turning at a right angle and following the property line of 27
Washington Street to the road; thence crossing Washington Street and proceeding in a
northwesterly direction along the western property line of 22 Washington Street to the
lot's northwestern corner; thence turning to follow the lot's rear property line and
continuing across Maple Street to the southwestern corner of 8 Washington Street; thence
following the western property lines of 8 Washington Street to its border with 8 Zion's
Lane, turning at a right angle and following the south, west, and northern lot lines of
8 Zion's Lane to its junction with the southwest corner of 17 North Main Street; thence
proceeding around the property at 17 North Main Street and following its right of way to
the intersection of North Main Street and the Conrail tracks.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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