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Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Saem

Address 5-9 Sunme Stc’et-

Name Nnne wnrnr-f-r*j5 g/l N "5«

Present use Residenti al
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form
Photo number Janes M Sol of | ckos ecal, Tr.

Present owner WAV Margaret Sol ovl ckos
') bunmer Street
3. Description: Sal em Mass. 01970

Dat e 1834
Source Tax records

Style Greek Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Brick

Outbuildings (describe)None

Other features Doric porticoes, wrought

iron fence
Altered sash Datelate 19th c.
Moved No Date

5, Lot size; 8,519 sq, ft.
One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximatef rontage®
Approximate distance of building from street
3ft.
6. Recorded by NLoANTD
Organization Saem Redevelopment Authority

Date November 1979
UM Reference: 19/344/030/4709140

Assessor's Number: 26-459,460
50M-5 -77



7. Original owner (if known) Capt. Nathaniel Vést

Original use Resi denti al

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Thenes (check as many as applicabl e)

Abori gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Education Rel i gi on
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts sett | ement i nvention
Conmmrer ce I ndustry Social /
Communi cat i on Mlitary humani tari an
Communi ty devel opnment Political Transportation

9. Historical significance(includeexplanation of themes checked above)

The handsone red brick residential block at 59 Sunmer Street is inportant both
as an urbane expression of the Geek Revival style, and through association
with two promnent local figures, Nathaniel Veést and W Iiam Cogswell.

The three, three-story rowhouses maintain a unified appearance. Each is three
bays wide, with a recessed side entry nmarked by a wood |onic portico. The
pitched roofline i s continuous, but the single dormer and twi n chi meys have
been renoved from nunber 9 and itsoriginal grey slate roof has been replaced
by asphalt shingles. A original wought iron fence enclosing a narrow areawnay
sits on a granite sill which matches the steps and basenent of the row

The block was built in 1834 by Nathaniel West, one of Salems |eading merchant
captains wio commanded a privateer during the Revolution and was active in trade
with the Far East. | tws later the hone of WIliam Cogswell, a Civil Vér
general who served as a nenber of Congress and as Mayor of Sal em

59 Sunmer Street is one of three simlar Geek Revival brick blocks, al | of which
are inportant anchors for the edges of the downtown area. The others are the Bovver
Bl ock at 144-156 Essex Street (HP-2; 1830) and the Shepard Bl ock at 298-304 Essex
Street (HP-4;1851). The three represent the evolution of this buildingtype over a
20-year period and itssuitability for both residential and conmercial uses.

59 Sunmer Street possesses integrity of location, design, setting, mat. -ials,
wor kmanshi p and associations. |t meets criteria A B and C of the National Register
of Historic Places. [

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Essex County Registry of Deeds
SalemHistoric District Study Conmttee: Report. 1968.
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
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relating significance to
the resource
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to significance

justification of exception
other
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