FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION I[i.2-M
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester

Address |OS Beacon Street

Name Beacon Street Firehouse

Present use warehouse
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number
Lawr ence Sher and

Present owner X
Irvinf=!l: Sher

3. Description;

Date 1901-1902

citv docuinents
Source

Roll 2 Renaissance Revival

Styf]e

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect ~ ~"°~"Se H. Clemence
in relation to nearest cross streets and brick
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric re

Outbuildings (describe) JoQ

Qher features |imestone trim, archej
with alternating brick and stone
voussoirs, decorative stone panels,
copper cornice

W ndows
Altered covered Date 1970S

Moved no Date
Assessors'Book 6, p. 2b
5. Lot size: Lot 5 7* %5 SO
One acre or less x Over one acre
Approximate frontage 75"
Approximate distance of building from street
15"
6. Recorded by S. Lee, ed. B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization V/orc. Heritage Pres. Soc,

QMO December 1977

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) NIANN Worcester
Original use firehouse

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates commercial (present)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural n Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce 2MANN - Industry ZZ1Z Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built in 1901-1902, the former Beacon Street Firehouse is a two-storey
brick structure of rectangular plan. The building's facade (west) contalns
three lovx-arched bals at the first storey, each of which is trinraed with
alternating brick andlimestone voussoirs. At the second storey eachba\
has paired arched wi ndows set beneath a semi -circular blind arch trimmed
with brick and|limestone voussoirs. Above the arches is a continuous
lisiestone moul di ng surnmounted by marble roundels; at the roofline is a
copper cornice with dentils andmodillions. At the south end of the facade
is a doorvray framed by liiriestone pilasterswhich support an entablature
and cornice. Qn the building's other elevations, first store® w ndows
are rectangular with splayed |imestone lintels; second storey w ndows are
rectangular, set in fraxieswith blind arches. At the structure's south-
east corner is a three-storey tower.

The Beacon Street Firehouse was built for the city's Engi ne Conpany #3,
whi ch had been formed in 1635  Although the conpany provided fire pro-
tection for the neighboring Main Street south residential area, it i s
likely that itsmajor purpose was to provide protection for the extensive
industrial area immediately east of the firehouse, including the Junction
Shop (Formli].2-3) The building vias constructed at a cost of-525, 600 by
Eli Belisle, a French-Canadian imm grant who was one of Worcester's |eading
builders. Included in the construction budget was $925.00 paid t o Ceorge
O emence for for plans and specifications.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

City Documents, Jo, 56 (1901), p.22; Wo. 57 (1902), pp. 25 -26.
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



