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1. Name

historic  Thomasville Commercial Historic District

and-or common

-
2. Location ... . . w . srcieic s madicn B, end Aem ist,

v

o e T Fn, Gean & Te €t S e ¢ 45
street & number  See Continuation Sheet N/A_ not for publication
city, town  Thomasville N/A vicinity of
state Georgia code (13 county Thomas code 275
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
__X district —_ public _X occupied —___agriculture —___ museum
____building(s) - private X unoccupied _X_ commercial ___park
____ structure _X both ____ work in progress _____ educational —__ private residence
—_site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment —religious
____ object N/A in process _X yes: restricted _X__ government ___ scientific
. being considered —. yes: unrestricted —_ industrial —_ transportation
——_no ____ military —_ other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple (more than 50)

street & number

city, town —__ vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Superior Court

street & number Thomas County Courthouse

city, town Thomasville state Georgia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Historic Structures Field Survey:
titte Thomas County has this property been determined eligible? ____yes _X no

date 1976 ___federal _X state ___county ___ local

depository for survey records Historic Preservation Section, Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources

city, town Atlanta state Georgia




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X _excellent _ deteriorated __ unaltered _X_original site
_X good . . ___ruins _X_altered —__moved date
_X fair ___ unexposed

X

Describe iiné present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Thomasville Commercial Historic District encompasses the contiguous his-
toric commercial and civic buildings in downtown Thomasville. City streets in
the district are laid out in a gridiron pattern with Broad Street, the main street,
centered on and paralleling a low ridge which runs northwest-southeast across the
city. The courthouse, located at the north edge of the district, marks the center
of the city, from which the commercial district has grown in a southeasterly direc-
tion. The older buildings in the district, a number dating from the 1880s, are lo-
cated along Broad Street. Later early twentieth century buildings replaced some
earlier Broad Street buildings and spread out along Jackson Street. Lots are pri-
marily long and narrow, oriented, in most cases, to Broad Street and Jackson Street.
The majority of buildings are one- to three story masonry structures with party
walls and common setbacks. Brick, the principal building material, is used both
structurally and decoratively. In addition, cast iron, pressed metal, stone, terra-
cotta, and wood are frequently used for exterior and interior detailing. Architec-
tural styles represented include Victorian Eclectic, Early Twentieth Century Com-
mercial, Neoclassical, and Georgian Revival. Landscaping in the district is limited
to plantings around the courthouse and old post office. Several streets retain
their original brick surface. Non-contributing buildings include a number with
remodeled front facades and storefronts.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—__ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric X_ community planning ___ landscape architecture ___ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic --— conservation ——law —__ science

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture - economics ——_ literature ___sculpture

—__1600-1699 _X_ _ architecture ___ education —_ military ____ social/

—1700-1799 ____ art ... engineering ___ music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 _X commerce ____exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

X 1900- ____ communications _____ industry _X _ politics/government _ transportation
____invention — other (specify)

Specific dates 1826, 1880s-1920s _ Builder/Architect Multiple

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Thomasville Commercial Historic District is significant as the historic
commercial and civic center of Thomasville and Thomas County. In terms of commun-
ity planning and development, the district is significant as an example of a
typical Georgia county seat laid out in the early-nineteenth century with a
courthouse square and gridiron plan. 1In terms of architecture, the district is
significant. for its collection of nineteenth - and early twentieth century commer-
cial and civic buildings which document prevailing design principles and construc-
tion practices of the time and illustrate how high-style architecture was locally
interpreted in small Georgia cities. In terms of commerce, the district is signi-
ficant as the location of the historic commercial center of Thomasville. Many of
its buildings were constructed in a period of great commercial growth in the last
decades of the nineteenth century corresponding to Thomasville's years as a popu-
lar winter resort. In terms of politics and government, the district is signifi-
cant for the location in its midst of two important civic buildings, the Thomas
County Courthouse and the old U.S. Post Office, now the city library. These
areas of significance support district eligibility under National Register cri-
teria A and C.

Community Planning and Development

Thomasville was laid out as the county seat of newly formed Thomas County in
1826. Its gridiron plan, focused around the courthouse square, was typical of
many of Georgia's nineteenth century county seats. Somewhat unique to Thomasville,
however, are the subsequent growth of the central business district in one direc-
tion away from the courthouse, rather than around it, and the angled orientation
of the grid to accommodate the area's natural features. This grid system was con-
tinued as the city limits were successively expanded during the nineteenth century,
and it served as the framework for all later development.

Thomasville flourished early on and by the 1850s was a bustling center for
the surrounding plantation economy. It became the terminus for the Atlantic and
Gulf Railroad from Savannah in 1861 and, during the Civil War, served as a supply
center for Savannah and a resettlement point for families who had fled from other
parts of Georgia more directly affected by the war. 1Its economic recovery after
the war was unusually rapid for a small Georgia town due to the development there
of a winter resort industry. Beginning in the 1870s and climaxing in the late
1880s and 1890s, winter vacationers from the North discovered Thomasville's
healthy and moderate winter climate and rapidly growing stock of hotels and board-
ing houses. Many became semi-permanent residents, building "cottages" in town

[continued]



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ Approximately 20 acres

Quadrangle name _Thomasville, Georgia Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The district boundary, marked with a heavy black line on the enclosed tax map, cir-
cumscribes the contiguous historic commercial and civic buildings in downtown
Thomasville.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitlt Carolyn Brooks, National Register Researcher

Historic Preservation Section

organization Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources date May 7, 1984
street & number 270 Washington Street, S.W. telephone (404) 656-2840
cityortown Atlanta state Georgia 30334

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national ____ state X _1ocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89~
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature & A/LJ,L O N d,r,v

Eliza%th A. Lyon 4
title State Historic Preservation Officer date 7//7/87
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Chief of Registration
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for the winter season. This was a period of tremendous growth for Thomasville.
It began to slow around the turn of the century as the developing Florida win-
ter tourist industry began to draw visitors away from Thomasville. The 1905
destruction by fire of Thomasville's largest and grandest hotel marked its end.
Development continued at a slower pace through the 1910s and 1920s as Thomasville
continued to prosper as a commercial and government center for the surrounding
area.

Architecture

Architecturally, the Thomasville Commercial Historic District is significant
for containing a collection of nineteenth and early twentieth century commercial
and civic buildings that document the prevailing design and construction princi-
ples and practices of commercial architecture of the time. It illustrates the
way builders and architects interpreted high-style architecture of the period for
a small southwest Georgia city. Architectural styles well-represented in the
district include the Victorian Eclectic, Georgian Revival, Neoclassical, and
Early Twentieth CGentury Commercial. Period details including piers, pilasters,
columns, segmental and round-arched openings, bay windows, corbeled brick and
cast iron cornices, string courses, spandrel and parapet panels, pent roofs, and
cast iron storefronts are common. Buildings of particular interest include the
1858/1888 courthouse; a number of 1880s two story brick buildings with elaborate
Victorian detailing; a fine collection of one story stores along West Jackson
Street, built in ca. 1902 with locally manufactured cast iron storefronts; the
1915 five story Upchurch Building; the 1916 Georgian Revival style post office
(now the library); the 1926 Neoclassical style Bank of Thomasville; and the 1926
Spanish influenced Steyerman Building. John Wind, an antebellum Thomasville ar-
chitect; J.A. Wood, a late-nineteenth-century New York architect who built two
of Thomasville's large hotels; and A. Ten Eyck Brown and G. Lloyd Preacher, two
prominent early-twentieth-century Atlanta architects, designed extant buildings
in the district.

Commerce

The district is significant in terms of the history of commerce because of
its role as the principal commercial center for Thomas County. The district
served as the center for day-to-day commercial activities included wholesaling
and retailing, banking, professional services, hotel accommodations, and enter-
tainment. Although none of the hotels dating from Thomasville's winter-resort
era remains intact, a number of the commercial buildings in the district date
from the 1880s and were associated with this important period of the city's
growth and development.

[continued]
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Politics/Government

The district is significant as the historic center of political and govern-
ment activity in Thomas County since 1826. County government services are repre-
sented by the 1858/1888 Thomas County Courthouse. The federal government's pre-
sence is documented by the 1916 post office (now a library).
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2.

Location

The Thomasville Commercial Historic District is located in Thomasville,
Thomas County, Georgia. It is a T-shaped area in the central business dis-
trict with its main axes along Broad Street and Jackson Street. It includes
properties on North and South Broad streets, North Madison Street, East and
West Jackson streets, and East Remington Street.
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