FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION NW CAMB. I1ClI
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1- Town Cambridge
Address 181-8 3 Sherman Street
Name Abraham Watson House
Present use residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number j jO 5 -
Present owner Edward P. Poirier
3. Description:
Date c. 1750

Source deed records

Style  Georgian

4. Map, Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings (describe)
Other features mid-18th century farm-
house of substantial design, two-room

center hall plan, gambrel roof.

Altered: No Date

Moved Yes Date 18H 7-1+8
5. Lot size:

One acre or less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage 100 feet
Approximate distance of building from street

5 feet

6. Recorded Le Arthur Krmi

Organization Cambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1972

OM-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) Ahrah/gm wMcnn
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military XX humanitarian
Community development Political XX Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Abraham Watson house i sof great importance as

the oldest surviving exanple of Georgian architecture beyond
0 the bounds of Ol dCanbridge, andi s one of two surviving houses
in Northwest Canbridge built before 1775. I t originally
stood at 2140 Massachusetts Avenue andwas noved t oits
present site i nl1l847 due t opressure for new deyel opment.
S The history of the Watson house enconpasses many

diverse events i nt hedevel opment of Northwest Canbridge.
I'ts owner, Abraham Watson Jr. (1729-1781), was involved i n
the early years of the Revolution as a nenber of the
Commttee of Correspondence (1772) and a Represen' “tative
to theProvincial Congress (1774), and later served as a —
del egate t ot heConstitutional Convention heldi n
Canbridge (1779-1780). A skirmish with British troops
retreating from Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775
took place very near t othe house, which may have served
as a hospital immediately afterwards.

The design of the house speaks of t heowner's prosperity.
This i sevident i nt hesymetry of the five bay facade,
the cornice over t hesecond story w ndows, and nost parti-
cularly i ntheelant moulded sills andcrowns of there-
mai ning wridQwvframes.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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eNomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Matin ANiMHEt UM

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation in ExistingSurveys

has tfils propsrty been AMsnntnad sttQ'Ms?

7. Pescription

. *amioraia* vnaiiarai original ftit*
. HiioB aHata*
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summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context
relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

nowilnalail property ——

UmT

*aacfimam ait* j—IWi mtimn

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

oelmutf  MgntftclKj  e(Ma propwty «NtMn ttw MM« ia:

tiimiuilL Praam illuii OfWcf akgnatura

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

NATAVTATA Date

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504
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