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Town Broolr l ine MRA 

Address 5 0 S t a n t o n J I o a d 

Historic Name_Itobert S. Davis HotJse 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black 5 white) , Use: O r i g i n a l r e s i d e n t i a l 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number , Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Ownership:O Private individual 
Private organization 

• , Public_ 

O r i g i n a l owner Rober t S. Davi.q 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing property's ~' DESCRIPTION: 
location in relation to nearest ' > 
cross s t reets and other bui ld ings Date 1859-1860 

. or geographical features. 
Indicate n o r t h . Source t a x l i s t s 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

•J ' •': ' . i^fi •••'•'• Arch i t ec t i n f o r m a t i o n n o t a v a i l a b l e 
; ' m-. '•'•.'^-^'-'S'.1 '.fi:-. ' 

, , t Exterior wall fabric c lapboard 

Outbui 1 dings b r i c k garage (1917) 

- Major alterations (with dates) 

remove f r o n t •oorc'H: add porches on 

r e a r o f house 

i Moved rio Date 

i Approx. acreage 

Recorded by C a r l a Penka Setting Set on corner of Greenough and 

Organization H i s t o r i c a l Con S t a n t o n , f r o n t of house f u l l y v i s i b l e 

Date F a l l , 1980 from Stanton R d . , low hedge, approx. 

A t l a s page - 39-199/5 ^ ,, . . 15 foo t s e t back Newton Quadrangle 
UTM Eeference: 

• ", (Staple additional sheets here) 19/3247704688860 
, . - • i.r • Map #: 58 , . 



50 S t an t -on - R « a « mee^<s • RR'- -c H t'̂ e r i a "T: , ' b l T f f f l " on * h f-^a ^sft a> f ' n t M j I r " ' t s i ^ 
I t a 1 i an a t e s t y ] e homes i n B r o o k l i n e w h i c h f a l l j i n t o t h e c a t e g o r y o f 
c e n t e r e d g a b l e p l a n and r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g such as d o u b l e 
b r a c k e t s u n d e r n e a t h a deep c o r n i c e ; b r a c k e t e d w i n d o w h e a d s and r e c t a n g u i i r 
a r c h e d w indow c r o w n s ; p a i r e d d o o r s w i t h l a r g e pane g l a z i n g ; q u o i n s ; two 
s t o r y bay w i n d o w s ; and p a i r e d w i n d o w s ^ • '"•. , ' 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r ch i t ec tu ra l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other bui ldings w i t h i n community) 

Mumber 50 S t a n t o n Road i s one o f f o u r I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e houses £>n 
. S t a n t o n Road; (see a l s o fo rms f o r if 22 (5 L i n c o l n Rd. ) , 25 , and 4 4 . ) 

T y p i c a l f e a t u r e s o f t h e s t y l e f o u n d i n t h e d e s i g n o f t h i s house i n c l u d e 
the rounded t h i r d f l o o r windoiNTs, q u o i n s , doub le b r a c k e t s under t h e 
c o r n i c e , deep eaves , doub le doors s t t h e f r o n t e n t r a n c e , two l i g h t 
sashes , t h e c e n t r a l gab l e e m p h a s i z i n g t h e f r o n t e n t r a n c e , and the fram.ed 
windows on t h e t h i r d f l o o r as v / e l l as t h e heav r ' l y capped windows on t h e 
f i r s t . S i m i l a r window c a p p i n g ±s f o u n d a t t h e second s t o r v o f #44 , 2 2 ^ 
and 25 S t a n t o n . The use o f doub le b r a c k e t s i s a l s o seen a t t h e o t h e r houses 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the r o l e owners played i n loca l or state h i s to ry 
and how the b u i l d i n g relates to the development of the community) 

O l d e r t h a n #44 ' S . tantnn, b u t h u i l t a f t e r r/s-22 and 25 , t h i s house 
c o n s t r u c t e d on l a n d vThich had b e l o n g e d t o D a v i s ' f a t h e r , Robe r t Sharp 
D a v i s . The l a t t e r D a v i s i n h e r i t e d t h e l a n d from, h i s m a t e r n a l a u n t , 
Susanna Sharp who had m a r r i e d Samuel C r a f t . Robe r t Sharp Davis descended 
f r o m Ebenezer D a v i s v7ho had purchased l a n d i n B r o o k l i n e as e a r l v as 174P. 
The Dav i s f a m . i l y a l s o owned l a n d around what i s nov.̂  L i n d e n S t r e e t ; 
Thomas A s p i n w a l l D a v i s , t h e g r e a t . u n c l e o f t h e owner o f t h i s 
house was a mavor of Boston and l i e e d a t 2 9 Linden Place (See form) 

.Robert Sharp Davis vras born i n .Brookline, the son of Robert Sharp 
and Lucy Stearns Davis, i n 1811. I n 1825, he entered the f i r m of 
Crocker and Brewster, p u b l i s h e r s ; Several years l a t e r , he j o i n e d the firm, 
of L i n c o l n , Edmands. and Companv, and i n 1835 , he succeeded them, and formed 
the f i r m of Robert S. Davis and Conpany. He published schoolbooks i n 
Boston u n t i l the year of h i s death, 1875 . Amon^ h i s m.ore prominent p u b l i ­
cations vrere the mathematical works o.f Benjamin Greenleaf.-

Davis m.arried 
Shannon Davis 

ary Shannon 
who' b u i l t #36 

Ln 1837 ; one of 
Sumner Road. 

t h e i r s i x c h i l d r e n was L. 

» Examples of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e in Brookline include the common and s e l f -
contained f r o n t gable arrangement whose form is closely r e l a t e d to the 

^ Greek Revival s t y l e ; the box shaped house with hipped roof and, in some 
cases, cupola ; the rectangualr or squarish centered gable plan^ in many 
respects s i m i l a r to the simple hipped roof v a r i e t y ; and the asymmetrical 
( i n almost a l l cases L-shaped) c o n f i g u r a t i o n which breaks out of the re­
st r a i n e d square or rectangular house form and r e f l e c t s , along with the 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES Goth i cj» Revival s t y l e , the influence of the Pictures 
H i s t o r v of Br o o k l i n e , Massachusetts- 1906 , np 226 , 227 que mode. 
Maps-1844 , 1855 , 1871 ... • 
Atias-1874 , 1884 , 1893 '•' ^• . •• " pl •' ' 
Tax lists-1856-1867 y '^. •- •-f:-i .. . • ' • . • , •^"'.7... 

fi ml 
20M-2/80 



NPS Form 10-900-< 
CM2) Expires 10-31-87 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item nunnber Page 

Multiple Resource Area ^ 
Thematic Group 

Name Brookline MRA 
State MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

11. Cabot, Lewis, Estate 

12. Candler Cottage 

-13. Chestnut H i l l H i s t o r i 
D i s t r i c t 

14. Child, Isaac, House 

Date/Signature 

Attest 

Entered 1« tlMr "A^eper 7?<Le£o^u.-.J^H.^ P^^ ^ 
National Be^irtep ^ C P ^ ^ - ^ f 

Attest 

Attest 

B i t w « a I n tSe - p e e p e r ( > ( / ^ ^ - ^ - ^ ^ , . . ^ ^ ^ > ^ 
National Begister 

Attest 

15. Corey, Timothy, House #1 ElJt«r«3 Tij 'm.m - f p t e ^ e r | ^ ;X^-^^- t -w^ '^>^- - ' -^^ 

.'• '• •"••. ' •• Attest 

16. Corey, Timothy, House #2 ' -TK^^per ry(Uj<.^L..^./^>''i^ 
Entered lu -!.-^P (J ^^"^ * 

..- V " . • li§^i^^A^^_^l^''^Qx Attest 

altered l « t l » X ^ P e r 

18. Davis, Robert S. , House Sntered In tlw .^^Wper . .^[^(^6^.^-.-.^^'^^ J/d/rTkS 
XaifelMal Jik«>lfftdr 

Attest 

19. Davis, Thomas Aspinwell , firV-rTV ^rlffeeper fi?(liJ''^'^'^'f^>^7^^^^ A / ? / / ^ " 
House . . I " . , ^ 

Attest 

20. Douglass, A l f r e d , House " </{reeper /Tj^g^^"''-'"^'^^^^^ 



WASO Form -177 
("R" J U M 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Davis, Robert S., House (Brookline MRA) 
Norfolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 'rf-

(Zl resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 

n CH owner objection 
CH appeal 

Sulsstantive Review: CH sample • request 

• # ; Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: f > o -
Date Due: / ^ / ' ^ /< 
Action: -J^TTACCBPT _ 

E a t e r e i I i i Him RETURN. 
N a t i o n a l lte8la(#9P REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

. i 1985 
23 

77JA 

CH appeal • NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited beiow 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownerihlp 
Public Aoqultltlon 

Stitut 
AccMtibI* 

Pretant Ute 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? Q yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

Q deteriorated 

CH rulni 

CH unexpoied 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe tha present and original (if known) physical appearance 

I—I summary paragraph ' f 
CH completeness 
CH clarity •=^--. y-,* i - .'^j,; • , • • • 
CH alterations/integrity > 
CH dates ' ' ' , ,;:« 
• boundary selection , • * i : 

•...,AM.. 



8. Significance ^ 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

•.ft .... 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) ••v. 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness • 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria ' 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
O justification of exception 
• other * 

*• ''it-
•fi 

iifA'.yi<ff\j'î . 't iL.t uw. 'iw- .0.. .tivi..; 
— — - - • - — — 1 - — — — 

v... > i . 4 . , f .. - , • ' . ' > • „ . . . i . -

9. IMajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic PreMrvation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within tlie state it: fi"f 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

• W •* --' • - -- •-

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

'•Mt\y- • 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comment! for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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