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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Among the early gifts sent to Nuyaks Mission from supporters back
East were barrels of clothing, some fruit trees, 100 Bibles . . . and
‘'a set of fire extinguishers for each of the mission buildings. Perhaps
it is to such thoughtfulness we owe the survival of one original struc-
ture of this important latter-dey educational effort among the Creeks.

Four frame buildings were erected. The first contained a chapel
or assembly room and school rooms. The second housed the boys and the
Superintendent. The third and fourth were smeller cottages for the
girls and the teachers in charge of them. Each of the last three
buildings was complete in itself - with kitchen, dining room, and bath
room. Also on the grounds were & barn, silo, laundry, commissary,
shop building and other structures.

It is the Supsrintendent's home that stends today in nearly
original condition. It is & comfortable, relatively plain, two-story
frame structure. 4 tall stone chimney has been added to the south end
of the house to accommodate a downstairs fireplace. Of native stone,
it blends well with the original home. Only a few partitions have been
changed inside. The upstairs is entirely unchanged. The house is a
private home and the present owners, appreciating and respecting its
historic importance, have preserved it carefully.

On the mission site is the original well dug by the missionaries,
a large cistern, an extremely commodious storm cellar, and part of one

of the other buildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Nuyaka, established in 1882 to fill the vacuum created by the
fire the previous yesr thet destroyed Tullshassee Mission (for which
National Register status is also being sought), served the educational
needs of the Creek Nation for some 40 yesrs. It is remarkable for
the dedicated efforts on its behalf by two notable missionary
families.

Alice M. Robertson was largely responsible for raising the money
needed to build Nuyska. She was the duaghter of William S. Robertson,
the most famous teacher, and later superintendent, at Tullahassee.
Her mother, in turn, was the daughter of Samuel Austin Worchester,
missionary to the Cherokee and founder of the Park Hill Press. Her
sister Augustea, Mrs. N. B. Moore (Judge Moore later served as
treasurer of the Creek Nation), was principal and superintendent when
the school first opened April 16, 1885, She served through the

7 1891~1892 school year. Wiss Alice Robertson, after statehood, be-
,%E: came Oklahoma's first Congresswoman. The COklahoma Historical Society
proposes to scquire the last surviving original Nuysks building and
maintain it as a memorial to Miss Robertson and her remsrkable
family., Almost her entire life was spent in service to the Creek
Nation and to the State of Oklahoma.

The Robe family took over st Nuyaka from the Robertsons.
Willism B, Robe, who came to Indien Territory as a Presbyterian
missionsary in 1882, assumed the office of superintendent at Nuyaks
September €, 1892. His wife was appointed matron at the mission and
s daughter, Yaria Frances Robe, was s teacher. By 1897 three other
members of the Robe family were active in the work at KNuyaks.

Though the elder Robes retired the following year, two sons and
three daughters continued to be active in missionary school work.
John M. Robe, their son, took over as superintendent. Maria Frances
stayed on as a teacher until 1910,

Nuyska was authorized by the Creek National Council "for the
special benefit of the full bloods in the western part of the
Muskogee Nation." The Council appropristed §2,500 to match the
§10,000 the Presbyterian Church agreed to provide. It was eventually
located near Deep Fork River sbout a mile west of the settlement of
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No. 8. Significance
Nuyske Mission

Nuyaka. (The name is apparently an Indian rendition of "New York" or
"New Yorker" and goes back to the late 1770s when Creeks in Alabame so
nemed one of their settlements.) The Council desired it to be & school
" .« « « as nearly as passible in the nature of a christian femily . . »
(with] the boys and girls in separate buildings under the care of
teachers who should exercise a parental care over them." When a
principal chief proposed calling the new school Robertson Institute,
¥rs. Moore gratefully declined the honor. "Our father, during his life-
time, sought no distinction save 'thet of entire and self-sacrificing
devoticn to the Muskokees." The name Nuyskas resulted.

According to terms of the Curtis Act of 1898, the Federal government
appointed a superintendent for Indian Territory and proceeded to take
control of the schools in the area. His first report noted that the
Creek Nation then possessed eight boarding schools, one of which was
Nuyaka. At first the government intended closing all of these as soon
as public school facilities became available. Indian protests over
abandonment kept some of the schools in operation until well after
statehood in 1907. By 1914 the number of boarding schools in all of
what hed been Indian Territory was down to 11. Nuyskea was finally
sbandoned in 1923. ‘




