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1. Name of Propertv
historic name Oak Grove Farm

other names/site number Lovell House

2. Location

street & number 410 Exchange Street I I'not for publication
city ortown Millis I 1vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Norfolk .code 021 Zip code 02054

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this B'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets < does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide HHocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title ~ Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property O meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments )
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natfonal Park Service Certification
I, hewby certify that this property is: -
| entered inthe National Register "
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible forthe ] —
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):

Date of Action



Oak Grove Farm

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
n private IE|building{s)
~public-local | Idistrict
Opublic-State e site
npublic-Federal | Istructure

| [object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instnjctions)

DOMESTIC: residence
AGRICULTURE: farm

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19"* CENTURY: Greek Revival
COLONIAL: First Period. Georgian

Narrative Description

Norfolk County, MA

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing

1 1

_building
sites

. Structures

objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

In the National Register
NA

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION & CULTURE: museum, outdoor
recreation, playing fields

DOMESTIC: residence
AGRICULTURE

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation BRICK. STONE
walls WOOQOD: clapboards
roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheets
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7. Description

Oak Grove Farm, located a 410 Exchange Strest, Millis, MA, comprises a21/2-dary farmhouse with Firgt Period,
Georgian, and Gresk Revivd features. The dwelling faces esst on 108 acres of surrounding farmland, some of which hes
bean convarted to recredtion land. The dgpboard, sde-gabled farmhouse [Photo #1] Sts on aknoll overlooking

Exchange Stredt, north of Millis Center, and just south of Towles Comer (known as Cranes Comer inthe 19* century) in
North Millis. The farmland extendsfrom Exchange Strest westerly to Ridge Street and, on the south sSde, from Idand
Roed northerly to the reer 1ot lines of dwellingsthat line Orchard Street between Exchange and Ridge Stregts The Oek
Grove Farmhouse (dso known as the Lovell House) and much of its surrounding farmland retain higtoric fabric and shere
arich hisory assodated with farming and indudtry in Millis. They are aso assodaed with Lansng Millis, for whom the
town is named. The boundaries for the property follow the lot lines of this large town-owned parcd.

SHting

Exchange Strest isa north-south road leading north from Main Street in Millis Center to its intersection with Orchard
Street, where it becomes Middlesex Stret on the north Sde of the intersection. The northern section of Exdhange Strest,
where Ok Grove Farm islocated, wiss part of the early road from Eagt Medway (now Millis Center) to Sherbom—dong
Fan Sregt to Exchange Street. Surrounding residentia land uses indude a saries of uniform houselots dong the
southem sde of Orchard Streat (land that once was part of the farm), severd duplexes on the south Sde of Idand Roed
where the Langing Millis mansgon was located on the old Wheder farm, and modest mid 20*-century residences on the
west d9de of Ridge Stret oppodte the farmland. At Towles Comer, oppodte the northeest comer of the farm, therearea
few higtoric properties from the late 18 and early 19* centuries.

The 108-acrefarm hes amix of well-drained, upland farmland in the northwest corner. Forested aress and wellands

extend southwesterly through the property (caused by the nearby Boggestow Brook and Pond to the northeedt). Large
maple trees are scattered around the house, and one miature maple is just behind the housein the angle formed by the main
block and the reer ell. Some foundations of the enormmous dairy complex that once good behind the farmhouse are
reportedly covered with soil. The areg, now flat grassyfiel ds,iswedt of the house and north of the parking areawhere
other farm buildings were located.

Contributing festures dating to the Oek Grove Farm ea indude the two old driveways lined with trees that onceled from
Idand Roed to the farmhouse in anortherly direction, and from Exchenge Sireet to the farm buildings in a westerly
direction. The impresson of these driveways (now grassy) isvisible, and eech islined with mgple trees thet form en dlee
where ok trees oncedood. The old entrance road [Photo #3] from Idand Roed is marked by two granite piers ad a
high gone wall, al of which are now overgrown with voluntary trees and scrub. A sonewall sysem surrounding much
of the property, built during the Osk Grove Farm period, remains intact dong Exchange and Ridge Streats and Idand
Road. The gonewadl that lined the northem boundary dong Orchard Street remains in place for the mod part, but

(continued)
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due to cregtion of building lots on this northem boundary, the sone wall isno longer on the Oek Grove Farm parcd. The
dte of adairy complex [Photo #4], which once contained large bams and ather farm sructures, isdirectly behind the
house (west) and the parking areanoted below. Acres of agricultural fields and meedows are intact and continueto be
farmed.

Thefarm dso indudes late 20* -century features such as recreetiond fiel dsand playground structures, dudtered together
in the southeedt corner of the property. These are aoocessed by drivewaysfrom Idand Road and Exchange Stret. The
main driveway from Exchange Stregt passes the south Sde of the house and continues wet to alarge gravd parking area
(part of the location of the large dairy bams). A modem playground is located south of the parking area. Souttwest of
the playground are bassbdl diamonds and parking that are accessblefrom Idand Road. All driveways are dirt ad
gravd—a pameeble surface. Sooccarfi el dsare framed on the north and eedt by the tree-lined dlees (one from Idand
Roed and one from Exchange Street) noted above. A long shed that ance stood directly behind the reer €l of the house
bumed in the 1980s and wes replaced with asmadl tool shed that is counted as noncontributing in this nominetion.

Building

The Lovel-Oak Grove Farm House [Photo #1] was developed in three phases Evidence that hes hdped higorians to
underdand the three pheses are an 1880 phatogrgph of the eight-bay house, an 1890 bird's-eye view of Oek Grove Fam
Buildings, and architectura dues, particularly onthe interior. In addition, the house hed deteriorated while vecant for
svad yearsbeforeit was teken over by the town and subgstantialy rehabilitated in 1984. Exigting fabric provided dues
for the way in which to restore the housa

Theorigind house gopeears to have bean afive-bay,center-chimney, early 18*-century building comprising the five
northernmogt baysof the main faBade. The center chimney was removed ca. 1884. The seoond phasg, which likely dates
to the saoond quarter of the 19* century, isathree-bay laterd addition that extended the main block to the south, making
it the presat 8 bays wide. Fheee three isthe reer ell, which was added behind the 19*-century part of the housein 1834.
A full-length porch across the main eight-bay faBede dates to ca 1833-1884, and afull-width porch that runs dong the
south devation of the reer €l wiss probably built & the same time as the reex ell.

The 2/2-gory, wood-clgpboard farmhouse is Stuated on adight knoll that dopes avay from the northwest comer of the
house The foundation under the origind part of the houseis random-szedfiel dstones,with added mortar on the north
and where the expossd foundationis3 to 5 M4 feet high. A granite block foundation is under the three-bay, 19*-cantury
laterd addition on the south end. The foundation of the 1834 reer €l condds offieldstone,mortar, and some brick. The
land on which the reexr el dts dopesawvay from the main block, o that the exposedfi el dstonefoundation is gradudly
higher from esst towest. The west end of the reer l iscarried by a section of brick foundation, which isnealy a full
dory ebove grade. The land behind the house and dong the north Sde of the reer el dopesawnay from the front of the
building o thet exterior cdlar entries are cut into the high foundation walls. Oneislocated in the reer devation (the
northwest end) in the original section and one is cantered on the west gable end of the reexr ell. [Photo #2]

The dde-gabled roof, which is covered with agphdt shingles, is continuous acrass the origina house and the three-bay
laterd addition. In eech gable end (north and south), the roof hes a shdlow reke with boxed comice and narrow retums
(continued)
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caried by flat cornerboards  Interior structurd evidence shows thet the roof wes recongtructed when the lateral addition
was mecke in the early 19* century. The gebled roof over the reer el issmilar in form and materias.

Two interior chimneys gsraddle the ridge of the eéght-bay dwelling. These two chimneys date to ca. 1884, when Millis
converted the dwelling to a boarding housefor farm workers. Previoudy, alarge canter chimney sraddied the ridge; a
seoond chimney was centered on the three-bay laterd addition, just behind the ridge. Evidence of the main center
chimney's location, which wes aigned with the entrance door of thefive-bayorigind house, can be saan on al four
interior levds of the house—cdlar, first and second gories, and attic. The 1830 photograph shows that the second
chimney (on the laterd addition) asowas much larger than the exigting replacament. Both exigting chimneys are
rectangular (the originad chimneys were souare) and corbdled a thetop. A single square chimney that is corbdled a the
top graddles the ridge of the 1834 reer €ll.

Mos of the fenedtration pattem remains &s it hes bean for over 100 years, in terms of window locations. There have,
however, been changes in the Sze and style of windows and doors over time. The door openings retain early to mid 19*-
century caaings, but have late 19*- to early 20*-century Victorian replacement doors. Each of the four-panded doors on
the main facade hes two long octagond lights over two shorter octagond pands, and each pand is trimmed with heavy
molding. A horizonta diamond-head decorative strip sgparates the two sats of pands. Each door isframed by wide,
tapeared pilagers on high beses with molded capitd's supporting acomice with degp ovolo molding butting up againg the
porch roof Thissame surround isseenin photos that pre-date the porch, providing further evidence thet the three-bay
laterd addition was built in the seoond quarter of the 19* century, when these Greek Reviva door surrounds would have
bemin vogue. Entrance doars in the reer €ll, located on the south Sde, have replacement multilight and pended doors,
which were ingtdled when the rear el was converted to an gpartment under the town's ownership. The style ad
gopearance of the previous doors is unknown.

Wood windows are st in dightly projecting casings surrounded by narrow molding. Replacement 11 ssshae s in
openings that have bean reduced somewhat. Evidence of the reduced opening isvisible on the interior, where the casings
of the earlier windows are still intact. Origindly, the windows of the main house (eight-bay dructure) hed multilight
configurations, probebly 66 saeh, but these hed been dhanged to 1/1 ssehiin al devations by 1880 (prior to Millis
converson of this house to aboarding housefor farm workers). The current windows, which ae smilar to those they
replaced, date to the 1980s when the Historical Commission took over the boarded-up farmhouse. Windows on the main
falede hed louvered shutters acoording to the 1880 photogragph. The 1890 bird's-eye view of Oak Grove Fam shows no
shutters on the main faBade. Thiswas after the porch was added by Millis, when he converted the house to a farm
workers boarding house. For this reason, shutterswere not replaced when the house was restored by the town. However,
thereis evidence of the pre-1830 shuttersin the north geble end of the main block where deteriorating, wooden, louvered
shuttersflankthe second-gdory and attic windows, al of which dso have /1 szeh.

Fenedration of the north and south gable ends of the main house indudes ane window in eech peek, twofirst-ad

ssoond-gory windows digned with one another, and two four-light cdllar windows punched into the sone foundation.

The rear (west) dlevation of the houseis partially covered by the reer el extending behind the 19" cantury laterd
(continued)
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addition. The rest of the rear devation (of the origina house) hes three second-gory windowsand asngle firg-story
window that are inlocations condgent with 18*' and 19*-century congruction. In addition, eech hes 6/6 saeh, which
would be more conggtent with windows of the early to mid 19* century. Two smdlerfirst-storykitchen windows, which
ae nearly cantered on this devation, have smal, 20*'century, 66 windows. A modem rear entrance door, with wood
depsleading toit, islocated dightly off-center in this reer dlevation. The land directly behind the reer of the house is
rased, with aretainingwall lining aramp that leeds to acdlar entrance near the northwest comer of the reer devation.
This entrance door is cut into the high gone foundation, and is shidded by apartidly endosad gable-front entrance porch
with bevded dagpboard sding.

The house hes two porches: afull-length porch across the main eight-bay faBade that dates to ca. 1884, and afull-width
porch that runs dong the south devation of thereer €l (described below). The front porch gpanning the main feBede is a
primary feature that was added (after the 1880 photograph and beforethe 1890 bird's-eye view) when the owner of Osk
Grove Farm, Langing Millis, congtructed his Mansgon House on the south sde of Idand Road, and reworked this
dwelling as aboarding house for farm workers. The decoraive punched panding in the baudrede isthe same asthat
used on the Mandon Housa Mogt of the porch pands had deteriorated and were removed immediatdly after the town
purchessd the property.  Basad on examples of the panding and the 1890 bird's-eye view of the farm, atemplae wes
mede and new pandswere cut with arepeeting punched pattem to restorethe porch to itsca 1884 gppeerance. The
detaiorated pands are dored in the cdlar of the house The shed-roof porch is supported by seven souare pods eechon a
shdlow souaerebese. The decorative pands are hung betwean the podts. A lattice goron soreans the foundetion of the
house Access to the porch is by way of concrete Stgps with reglacameant plain wood railing a the south end of the porch.

Other architecturd trim indudes unedomed cormerboards anarrow watertable, and boxed eaves with a modett rake and
narrow retums. The northeast comer pogt isrotting; therefore the covering comerboard is partialy deteriorated or
removed.

The reex dl hes three exposed Sdes. Mogt of the windows on eech devation have 6/6 replacament sseh s in flat,
unedomed frames. Thesewindows are likely to havehed 2/2 sesh or 1/1 (sse 1880 photogreph), like the rest of the
windows, when the el was congructed ca. 1884. When the town acquired the property, mog windows were boarded up
with plywood. On the north Sde facing into the angle formed by the main house and the reer ell, there are three sscond-
dory windowsin thefirst, third, and fifth bays An exception to the &6 saeh is ssen on the north devation of the reer ell.
A large, modern, three-part,first-storywindow is composad of a central picture windowflankedby 2/2 sssh. Under this
window there oncewas a smdl addition, probably two sorieshigh, projecting from the reer ell foundation wall. The
foundation of this amdl addition is evidence of its location; the footprint is ssen on an 1893 plan of land of Ok Grove
Farm, and the rooflineisvisble in the 1890 bird's-eye view of "Oak Grove Fam Buildings."

The west gablead of the €l isfour gorieshigh, with an exposed cdlar wall of brick, in which there isa centered,
endosd, gablefront entrance porch withflanking&/6 windows. There are two first- and sscond-gory windows and one
in the gable pegk (attic), al with &6 seeh. A smdl narrow window (1/1) is near the northwest comer podt & the first
Sory.

(continued)
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The porch on the south Sde of the rear el was built coincident with the ell, as is shown in the 1890 bird's-eye view of
Millis. It wes endosd & alaer date. When the town restored the house and areated an gpartment in the reer ell, the
porch wes opened, and the plain railing and unadored souare bausterswere added. This plain, hipped-roof porchis
carried by narow square pogts Three concrete sgpslead up to the wood porch deck and provide aooess to the two
atrance doors within the porch.  The porch hes alattice goron screening the foundation. The goron is higher on the west
ad ad hes alow door providing aooess to a Sorage area under the porch. In the 1890 bird's-eye view, the porch gopears
to be & grade and hes no baudtrade.

Interior. Theorigindfive-baysection of the house retlainsan entrance hall (former stairhall) with parlors on eech sde
and four goeoes aoross the back (see floor plan). The second-dory plan is smilar, with two dnambas on each ddeof the
darhdl (dairs removed) and three smdl rooms acrass the beck. The origind dairs from the entrance hd| to the ssoond
floor were likely to haverun pardld to the chimney sack. The darsand chimney were removed a the same time.
Currently, as of gairsbehind the north parlor leeds to asmal room behind the north bedchamboer.

Reedily visible evidence in the earliest section of the house suggests an origind condruction datein thefirst or early
soond quarter of the 18* century. If sufficient suiteble sampling locations are present, dendrochronologica dating might
provide amore precisedate. Of interest isthe presance of exposad, decoratively carved, chamfered and beeded framing
membas The north parlor summer beam hes chamfers that end in well-defined ops [Photo #5]. In the south parlor and
north chamber, umme beams are beeded, and beeded comer pods, girts, and plates are presant in both the parlors and
the chambas There isno evidence that three exposad decorated ummer beams were ever cased, dthough the mme
beam in the south bed chamber is boxed.

Other vishble 18*-century features indude raised-fidld, two- and four-pand interior doorswith some Suffolk and Norfolk
latches, and widefloor boardsin one parlor, the second-gory chambers and part of the entrance hal. Narow floor
boardswere ingdled in part of the entry hal when the chimney and dairs were removed to make the hall degper. The
floor in the north parlor wes changed to narrow boardsin the late 19* or early 20* century. Flagter walls and ceilings
retain old plegter and lath for the most part.

Origind verticd plank walls have been found behind the lath and plagter in the north chamber, and in the smdl room
behind the north chamber. Remova of part of the lath and plaster hes exposad vertical beeded board walls [Photo #6].
Some of the plagter hed failed due to water and fire damege and some hed bean removed for unknown ressons; thus, there
ae large sedtions of exposad vertica plank walls, which are beieved to exist 0 in the north parlor bdow this chamber;
however, there hes bean no investigation in thet room.

Hreplaces have ben filled in, and thereis evidence of goves vented through the former fireplace flues. All evidence of
thefirepl ace,includingfirebox,surround, and hearth, in the north parlor hes been removed; the one in the south parlor is
unremakable and probably areplacement. Mog of thefireboxhes bean bricked around astovepipe. The surround is flat
and plain, with amantd shdf that is much longer than thefirepl aceopening and surround. It isunlikethe fireplace
aurroundsin the chambers, which gopeer to be fromthe 18* century; the surroundsin the north and south chambers have
flanking pilagters with adegplintdl topped by ashdlow molded mantel.

(continued)
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Behind the parlors on the first story there are four goaces  Behind the north parlor are asmal room that hes beeded pods
and plates, apanded door leading to the north parlor, and awide hall with four doors—one betwean the hdl and north
parlor, one to the gairs leading to the ssoond story, one to the modernized kitchen, and amodem badk door. Behind the
south parlor are the modernized kitchen and ahall that wrgps behind the dairs of the laterd addition. At the sscond-gtory
level there are three g0a0es behind the chambears. The two amdl rooms that are behind the north chamber have vertical
board or plank panding smilar to that exposed in the north chamber. The dairs from the first gory terminate in between
theze two rooms behind the north chamber. Behind the south chamber isa single room that hes doors to the Soeces on
each ddeof the south chamba—one to the middle room behind the north chamber, and one to stairhdl of the three-bay
laterd addition.

The three-bay laterd addition (making up the eight-bay feBade) conddsof an entrance door and two window bays The
exterior door in the third bay from the left leedsinto athrough-hdl, with a st of darsthet rise to the second gory,
running pardld to the wall dividing the origina five-bayhouse and the three-bay addition. One room, which hes bean
redone with modem panding and anew floor, is south of thisentrance hall. Thisroom now dretches to the badk of the
main house with apartition removed that once separated areer room from this front room. The goece a the rear dretches
across the back of this latera addition and hes adoor leading to the cdlar airs, aswell as to the hdl connecting to the
origind pat of the house The plagter ceiling hes been removed in this back room, exposing beams ad joiststhat run
perpendicular to the front of the house. An old entranceto the rear @l from this room hes been boarded up.  Second-dory
rooms of the latera addition congg of the front-to-back gtairhall, achamber in the front (south of the stairhdl), and a
room &t the back that hes exposed joists similar to the room beow. The exposad beams and joistsin the three-bay laterd
addition are unremarkable, with no chamfering and no dgns that they were ever exposed prior to the 20* century. The
dterations done to the three-bay laterd addition, which occurred prior to the town's ownership, destroyed evidence of
how these gpeces were used. |n particular, there is no remaining evidence of a second kitchen that ws probably part of
this latera addition when the original houseweas expanded in the ssoond quarter of the 19* century.

The eight-bay houseis condructed over afull besameant with conarete floor. Accessisby way of garsfrom the badk of
the three-bay laterd addition. The besament dairs run under the front stairs (leeding to the second story). The cdlar is
divided intotwo partshy abrick wall, with adoor between the two sections The dividing wall, however, isnot under the
former exterior wall of the origindfive-bayhouse Itissx feet north of thiswall. The foundation walls are mede of large
and amdlfieldstones,now reinforced with mortar, in the section of the cdlar under the origind 5bay housa The
foundation walsof the early 19*-century addition are brick (west wall) and gone (south and esgt walls). The origina
framing of the centrd chimney can be seenin the cdlar celling, wherefloor joists run pardld to the main faBade betwean
large structurd beams under the front parlors, and perpendicular to the main faBade under the badk rooms of the origind
housa A narrow, brick chimney bese risesafew feet south of the location of the origina center chimney.

The roof gapears to have been recondructed when thefive-bayhouse was expanded to an eight-bay house, as the framing

isthe same agoss the full length. Common rafters are mortised and pegged into aridge pole and extend to the plates a

the attic floor level. There are twenty pairs of rafters (twevein the 5thay section of the houseand eight in the 3-bay

section), eech st gpproximately three feet gpart, exogpt where the canter chimney rose, taking up a goece of four feet
(continued)
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betwean the framing rafters. Short braces extend from the ridge end of arafter diagondly across to the next rafter in three
locations—between thetwo southernmogt raftersof the original house, the two northernmogt of the early 19*-century
sction, and betwean the end rafter and next one in the early 19*-century section. The end raftersof the origind house are
coveared with lath, plagter, and wallpapa—remnants of thefinishesfor agmdl room in this northernmogt ed of the

origind attic. The smdl room is sgparated from the rest of the attic by apartition wall with door. Two sets of dairs leed

to the attic, one from each of the two main sectionsof the house Both Stairways begin at the badk of the house and rise
towards the front. Two chimneys rise through the attic, with the sacks st & an angle to pierce the roof & the ridge. Ore is
afew feet south of the location of the original center chimney, and one is between the third and fourth raftersfrom the
south end. Neither the cdlar nor attic hes aooess to the rear ell, which hes bean modernized and converted to an goartment
that wes not ingoected for this nomination.

Archaeological Description

While no known ancient Native American Stes arelocated on the farm property, Stes may be presant. Six andent Stes
ae located in the generd area(within one mile), including the Samud Howie Site (19-N285), which may extend to the
Oek Grove Fam property. While the symbolism used to identify the Ste extends onto the northwesten comer of the
farm, the dte hes nat been sysgematicaly tested. The actud |ocation where the artifacts were found lieswest of Ridge
Street, near Bogastow Brook wetlands. The dte could eesily extend onto the farm property. The Samud Howie Stewas
identified on the bedsof artifacts collected by aloca avocationd collector, LIoyd W. Keyes of Millis. Artifacts
contained in the Keyes collection induded projectile points, point tips, scrgpars, and bifaces. Diagnodtic projectile points
indicate aLate Archaic and Middle Woodland occupation & the Ste. Mogt andatt Stesin the areaare located on
floodplains, upland terraces, and other landforms bordering Bogastow Brook, Bogastow Pond, and assodiated wetlands
Environmenta characteridics of the farm property represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainege, proximity to
wetlands) that are favorablefor the presance of Native dtes. The farmislocated on awell-drained, levd to moderady
doping glacid outwash plain, mog of which lieswithin 1,000 feet of wetlands. An unnamed tributary sreem of
Bogagtow Brook flows northeegterly through the canter of the farm, neerly bisecting it. The confluence of the unnamed
tributary sreem and Bogastow Brook lies gpproximatdy 1,000 feet eedt of the farm. The entiretown of Millis lieswithin
the Charles River drainage. Sailsin the farm areaare sandy, formed in glacid till in upland arees Given the above
information, the 9ze of the farm (108 acres), and the extant of higoric period land use, ancient Native American resources
may exig on the farm property, and ahigh potentia exigts that additiond andient resourceswill be found.

A high potentid dso exids for locating historic archeeologica resources on the Oek Grove Farm property, dthough much
of that potentid remains to be identified and physicaly documented. According to the Reverend E. O. Jameson, a late
19*-century locdl higtorian, the land of the Oak Grove Farm wias owned and farmed by Josiah and John Rodkwood as
ealy a8 1677, and amap, cregted in the late 19* century by George LaCroix depicting the town in 1713, shons that
Rockwood hed ahousein about this location. Unfortunately, no known desds or other primary documentation exigts from
the 17* century that assodates this property with Josah or John Rockwood. | a housewes presant, it would bethe
earliest and first occupation of the Ogk Grove Farm. Potentid archaeologica survivas might indude structurd evidence
of a resdence, barn, outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated features. Builders trenches and rdated congruction features
(continued)
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mey survive from the origina condruction of the extant housein the early 18* century, and from the severd  19*-century
renovaions Similar features may aso survive for other farm sructures thet survive as archaeologicd dtes. Stimcturd
evidence may survive from bams gables and other domegtic- and agricultura-rdated outbuildingsthat goen the farm's
long period of use from the early 18* through 20* centuries

Additionad higtorica ressarch, combined with archaeologica survey, testing, and careful mapping, may identify the
function, location, and internd configuration of structures assodated with the Langing Millis occupation of the farm
beginning in the 1880s Some foundations of the enormous dairy complex that once sood behind the farmhouse are
reported to be covered with sail in an areathat isnow flat grassyfiel dswest of the house and north of the parking area
where other farm buildingswere located. Some of the buildingsin the dairy complex indude sevard large bamns silos,
dable, wagon house, icehouse, creamery, shed, piggery, aeh houss, and tool house Occupationd-rdated fegtures (trash
pits, privies, wells) may &so survive in the areasurrounding the houseand agricultura buildings.

(end)
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Data Shet
MHC# Reource Date Resource Type NR Satus
n Farmhouse Ealy 18c/2™ Building C
grt 19*c./ca
1834
Granite piers ca 1834 Structure C
Sydem of done 1830s Structure C
wadls
Driveway Allees  1830s Structure C
Steof Dary 1830s Ste C
Agricultura Fdds 18", 19", 20"c. Ste C
Fayground Lae 20" c. Structure NC
Basghdl diamond Lae 20" c. Structure NC
Socoer Fidd Lae20"c. Structure NC

Tool Sed Lae 20" c. Building NC



Oak Grove Farm

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

IX1 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

A C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

n D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

I 1A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

Q B removed from its original location.

O ¢ abirthplace or grave.

O D acemetery.

r~IE a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

| IF acommemorative property.

r~IG less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheets
9. Major Bibliographical References

Millis (Norfolk County), MA

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ARCHITECTURE

AGRICULTURE

Period of Significance
Early 18* century -1961

Significant Dates

n/a

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Lansing Millis

Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder
n/a

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
Opreliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
[[Hpreviously listed in the National Register
| Ipreviously determined eligible by the National
Register
undesignated a National Historic Landmark
| [recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

Primary location of additional data:

Estate Historic Preservation Office
Oother state agency

Qpederal agency

1"Local government

| IUniversitv

pother

Name of repository: Millis Public Library, Millis Historical
Commission
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8 Satement of Sgnificance

Oek Grove Fam issgnificant a the local leve for its assodation with the agriculturd and indudtria history of the Town
of Millis. Thefarm and itsresdence are d0 significant for their assoaaion with the town's namesske Lanang Millis.
The house isthe only gructure remaining in the town that was used by him. It sarved as his home from 1879 to 1883, ad
it isthe only extant building on the unique farm complex, which he named Osk Grove Farm. The farmhouse ad
surrounding farmland are aso important for their long assodiation with the Lovell family. Neathanid Lovell, followed by
his son Michad, owned the property from 1783 to 1874, and the houseis often cdled the Lovell House Architecturdly,
the house reresents nearly three centuries of building evolution, and retains what gppeer to be late Firgt Period,
decorated, dructurd fegtures in itsearliest portion. The property medts criterion A for itshistorica assodiaions, criterion
B for itsassodaion with Langng Millis, and criterion C for itssurviving house with an early 18"™-century core that wes
expanded over time, and remodded in the Georgian and Gresk Reviva styles. The property retans integrity of location,
design, setting, materids, workmanship, feding, and association. The farm is significant & the locd leve for a period
extending fromthe ca 1725 congtruction date of the house to 1961, which is the Nationa Park Sarvicesfifty-yearcut of f

Overview of the Devdopment of the Town of Millis

Millis wes settled as part of Medway in 1717, and incorporated as a sgparate town in 1885. Today, Millis hes an area of
122 square miles and apopulation of neerly 8000 parsons. Located in Norfolk County, in southem Massachusetts,
Millis is gpproximately 22 miles southwes of Bogon in the Charles River Vdley. Itisbordered by Hollisonad
Sherborm on the north, Medfield and Norfolk on the eedt. Franklin on the south, and Medway on the west. The political
boundaries of Millis were formed through anumber of shifts in town lines and separation from earlier towns. Prior to
English settlement, the territory bdonged to Native Americansknown as the Nipmucs. Its English settlement history
bagen in the 16405 when there wis reference to alarge areawest of the Charles River as part of Dedham. In 1650, the
wesem part of Dedham, including territory thet eventudly became Millis and Medway, was st of f to form Medfield.
The part that would become Millis had bean known as Boggagtowe, named by the Nipmucs. Medfield land that wes west
of the Charles River wias incorporated as Medway in 1713. Throughout the 18* and mogt of the 19 centuries Medway
hed two villages. East Medway and West Medway. 1n 1885, East Medway became incorporated as the town of Millis,
named after successful busnessmen and railroad executive, Lansing Millis (1823-1885), who owned and esteblished Ok
Grove Fam on the former Lovell and Wheder Faams

Millis' dtuation on the Charles River medeit afavored location for subgtantid Native American activity. Severd eed-
wedt routes in the vicinity arossad the eestem town boundary, the Charles River, from Medfidd into Eagt Medway. These
routes eventualy became main roedsin East Medway, such as the Old Mendon Roed, which followed Dover Roed and
Village Sret in asouthwesterly direction, and Union Street, which led from Dover Roed aoross to the northem part of
Exchange Stret. Plain Street and the upper part of Exchange Street formed an early north-south route, connecting

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Oak Grove Farm
Millis (Norfalk) MA
Section number 8 Page 2

Eagt Medway with Sherborn to the north. Main Stret became amgjor eagt-west trangportation route with the opening of
the Hartford and Dedheam Tumpike (later to be caled Main Strest) in 1809.

Throughout the 18* and well into the 19* centuries. Eagt Medway was acommunity of scattered farms engeged in
agriculture and cattle grazing. There were two mills—saw and gris—during the early days one a Boggesowe Pord ad
the other & Rockville, where aamadl mill village evolved in the 18* century. Early 19*-century indugtrid devdopment &
Eagt Medway was marked by the suooess of the Holbrook bell company (1810). In the late 19% century, it wes
subgantidly influenced and fogtered by Lansing Millis and his son Henry, bath of whom were involved with Oek Grove
Fam and other busness enterprisesin Millis during the late 1800s

Although the railroad passad through Millis (then East Medway) as early as the 1850s and 18605 it was not until the
1870s that sarvice wes firmly established.  Known as the Woonsocket Division of the New York & New England
Railroad when it first gpened in the 1850s and 18605 it hed anumber of fitsand Sarts due tofinancialdifficulties of the
vaious lines However, there was agop in Millis by the 1870s—a sop that was frequently used by the Millis family. In
addition, the railroad wes an important factor in the suooess of Oek Grove Farm and other businessss garted by Millis and
his son, including the Sled Edge Stamping and Retinning Alant (MHC #40), the Josgoh M. Herman Shoe Compary
building (MHC #128), and the Cliquot Club bottling company, which began on the farm and moved to Main Sreet in the
20* century.

18*-Century Devdopment of the Lovell Farm

According to the Revarend E. O. Jameson, the late 19*-century loca historian, the land of Oek Grove Farm wes owvned
and farmed by Jodah and John Rockwood as early as 1677, and amap, cregted in the late 19* century by George LaCroix
depicting the townin 1713, shows that Rockwood hed ahouse in aout this location. Jameson aso dated thet the
Rodkwood farm pessed to William Burgesswho hed married Rockwood's daughter, Bethiah. Bethiah, bomin 1639 to
John and Bethigh Twichell Rocket, married Burgessin 1712, At the Suffolk Regigtry (Millis was part of Suffolk County
until 1793 when Norfolk County was formed), there are no known deads from the 17* century attributing this property to
Josiah Rockwood or Jodah or John Rockett. (Desdsand vita records note that Rockwood, Rockett, and Rocket were
interchangegble) Definitivetree-ring dating andlyd's of the early framing festures of the present house would be nesded
to confirm the neture of its assodaionswith the early Rockwood and Burgess ownership of the property.

Thefirst deed clearly rdaed to this property that confirms part of Jameson'shigstory isthat from 1757, in which Bethigh
Burgess, widow of William Burgess(d. 1754), sold three parcds of land to her "loving cousn May Vamey, wifeof John
Vamey," including this farm, which then was goproximately 60 acres

In 1783, John Vamey s0ld the same three tracts of land to Nathanid Lovell of Medfield. Thefirst parcd was desaribed in
the deed of John Vamey as "my home settlement with adwelling house and barn and about 50 acres”  Nathenid Lovell
(1747-1824), who hed married Mary Knowlton (ca 1745-1832) in 1779, farmed this land, which wes eventudly taken
ove by hisson Michad Lovell (1779-ca. 1874). Thefirst confirmation of a houseon the farm was the 1783 dead of John
Vamey to Nathanid Lovell. Itislikely thet this wes thefive-bayorigina section of the housa

(continued)
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19""-Century Devdopment of the Lovell Farm

Michad Lovell's proprietorship of the farm beganin the early 19* century, and he continued to add to the farm, which
eventudly hed over 100 aoresbordered by four roeds (Orchard, Exchange, Idand, and Ridge) as well s lotsin other parts
of Esgt Medway. Michael Lovell and Cate Danids married in 1808 and hed five daughters. Their daughters married in
1828 (Lydiato Hiram Carey), 1839 (Catherine to Gilman Carey and Abigail to George Crasby), and 1843 (Elizebeth to
Hleezar Danid9). Itislikely that somelived here to hdp with one of the largest farmsin East Medway. This would
account for the congtruction of a three-bay laterd addition sometime in the second quarter of the 19¢ century to
accommodate mare than one family. However, due to extendve dhanges on the interior by Millis in the late 19* century
and othersin the 20* century, there is no evidence of a sscond kitchen in the three-bay latera addition. By the mid-19*
century, thiswas one of the mogt productive farms in Eagt Medway, as is atested to in the Agricultural Canaus of 1850
and 1860. Of & Medway farmsrecorded in the 1850 Agricultural Cenaus, only five exoesded Lovell's farm, which was
vaued a $7,500. There weare 125 acresof improved land and 78 aores of unimproved, and & that time he hed deven
milking cows as well as other livestock—horses, oxen, ather cows, shegp, and swine. Lovel produced 100 pounds of
butter and 200 poundsof cheese He dso farmed thefi el ds, producing oats, hay, barley, com, and potatoes His bass
produced 100 poundsof honey. At the same time, Abijah Richardson Wheder (b. 1813 to Lewis and Belsy Richardson
Whede) hed afarm of dightly less vdue. Wheder's farm, which eventudly would be purchased by Landng Millis, hed
bean owned by LewisWheder in the 18* century and hed pessed to his son, Abijah Richardson Whede, in the 19*
century.

By 1860, therewere 134 faamsin Eagt Medway, and Lovell's was ane of only four vaued & leest $10,000 or higher. All
the rest were under thisvaue. Abijah Wheder's farm dso wes vaued a $10,000. Lovell hed ten milking cows as well s
other livestock, and by thistime was specidizing in butter, s hisfarm produced 1,000 poundsin thet yeer. He continued
to produce rye, oats, hay, potatoes and corn, as well as orchard products. Dueto Michad Lovell's age of about 80 years
it islikely that his daughters husbends hdped him on the farm. However, none gopeer in the 1870 Agriculturd Caaus
corregponding to this farm adjacent to Abijah R. Wheder's farm. By 1870, most fanners hed switched to milk
production—Wheder produced 2,100 gdlons of milk, and AsaD. Morse, who farmed land southwest of Lovell's farm,
producad 3,600 gdlons of milk.

By 1874, Miched Lovell hed died and his farm pesssd from his heirs, Mary B. Lovell (an unmarried daughter) and
Gilman and Catherine Lovell Cary, to Augustus Allen of Newton, and wes characterized as "our home farm™ of "100
aores more o less”" This desd and subsaquent desds destribed three parcds—thefirst two of which were the home farm
of gpproximatdy 100 acres, and the third was the Neck Pegure of 27 acres The farm was immediatdy sold to Nathanid
F. Goldamith (end hiswife, Mary E.) of Boston, who wes the recorded owner on the 1876 Atlasof Norfolk County, which
showed the location of the residence (this houss) and noted thet there were 150 acres; however, the desds and town
vauation lists never account for this amount of acreege until Landng Millis' ownership. Goldamith sold to ElizaG. ad
Edward E. Carlton of Newton in 1878, and the next year the Carltons sold the farm to Lansing Millis of Bogon. Thus
begen the Oak Grove Farm era of the property.

(continued)
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Oak GroveFarm - Late 19* Century

Theariva in 1877 of Lansng Millis (1823-1885) in Esgt Medway was pivotd in the devdlopment of the town, and for
this reeson. Ok Grove Farm is significant for its assodaion with the town's namesske Millis hed mede his fortune as
genard meneger of the"through freight” department of the Varmont Centrd Railroad, president of the Chicago, Bogon,
and Liverpool Refrigerator Line (arailroad company aso), and presdent of the Ogdendourg & Leke Champlain Railroad
Company. 1n 1843, he married Harriet Philadd phia Lavender from Sendhurst in County Kent, England, and they lived in
New York until moving to Bogon in 1855. Millis garted as arailroad agent and maneger and worked hisway up to
various high-level positions over the next 30yearsof hislife. In hislag years Millis moved to East Medway for its quiet
bucadlic setting and established his subgantid dairy farm herea Ogk Grove Farm.

In 1879, Millis purchesed the Lovell Farm after asucocesson of out-of-town owners hed bought and sold it over a five-
year period. Theinitid purchase was three parcds—the same described in deads from the Lovelsin 1874, including the
farm and the Neck Pasture. The two parcds bound by Exchange, 1dand, Ridge, and Orchard dreets became the core of
his Ok Grove Farm. Over the next severd years Millis purchesad other farms, such as the Whedear Fam on the south
dde of Idand Road, where he built his Mansgon House in 1883. Millis named his assambled farm for agand of venereble
old o=k trees that reportedly lined the road in front of the Lovell House and that grew dsawhere onthe farm. At this time,
the house condgted of the eight-bay main block with itstwo entrances on the facade and two large chimneys (one
cataed onthe ridge of the five northernmogt bays, and one behind the ridge of the three-bay laterd addition). There was
no reer el or porch, and photographs indicate that the foundation wes not neerly as exposed as it is today.

Millis and hisfamily, including his wife and their three children—all married by thistime— initially usd the Eagt
Medway farm as asummer resdence Millis and hiswife Harriet continued to maintain quartersa the Hotd Vendome in
Bogton, even when staying & their summer farm. In about 1830, Millis moved here fiill time and devdoped the working
farm. Thefamily lived in the Lovell House for thefirst three years during which time Millis built bams aranged sone
wals, and prepared fallow land for farm crops £ind pestures by digging out gones—NYo aregte the gonewals encircling the
property—and by digging up ferns. An 1880 report by aMr. A. K. Tisdde noted thet "the proprietor israpidly fencing it
with durable gonewalls, which greetly add to the good looks of the highways, as well as the farm.” Many of the Sone
wals continue to frame Oek Grove Farm. 1n 1883, Lansing Millis converted the Wheder house on the south Sde of
Idand Roed into hisManson House  The large edifice with 36 rooms referred to in Oek Grove Fam literature ssthe
"Homegteed," gtood on the south sSde of Idand Road, onthe Ste of theold Abijah Richardson Wheder homesteed, until it
was consumed by firein 1937.

After Millis and hisfamily moved to their new Manson House on the south side of 1dand Roed in the soring of 1883, he
conveated the Lovell farmhouse into a boarding housefor his farm meaneger and gpproximatdly fourteen farmhands, many
of whom were itinerant workers. This converson included congruction of the large two-story rear dl and remove of the
large chimneys—the canter chimney that sraddled the ridge of the origina five-bayhouse and the large chimney that rose
behind the ridge of thethree-bay laterd addition. These were replaced with narrower chimneys that providedfl uesfor
cod and wood goves. (Hegpsof cod are till piled in the cdllar.) The long decorative porch acrass the eight-bay feBede
wes added & thistime, as were new entrance doors with long octagond lights.

(continued)
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Reocords from the 1880 Agricultural Canausshow thet the Millis farm (the old Lovell farm at that time) was nat yet the
largest in Esst Medway. Of the 161 farmslisted in the 1880 cenaus it wes in the top 10% with 140 aores vaued &
$7,200, producing 3,500 gdlons of milk and 200 poundsof butter from the 25 milking cows. Thiswes prior to the time
Millis added the Wheder farmto his holdings and built his extraordinary complex, which began in 1880. So, shortly after
1880, the Millis farm complex became the largest in the region by far. The buildings are reported to have hed red roofs,
and each bam hed & leest one cupola, according to period photogrgphs. The threestory miain barn wias 140 feet long ad
40 feet wide with two cupolas. Millis aso built slosthat hadd up to 900 tonsof enslage, which Millis mixed with wheet
middlings (thet part of the whest grain remaining when ground forflour)for cow fesd—a somewhat revolutionary
practice & thetime. Millis hired afarmer from Gamany to care for his herd of Holsteins, imported from Holland, and
polled Angus, probably imported from Scotland (home to this hornless breed). The cows produced around 1,200 cas of
milk eech day. It was sant to milk contractor, C. Brigham and Compeany, for distribution. In the winter of 1834, Oek
Grove Fam begen delivering its own milk, which was bottled & the farm in glass bottles. Henry L. Millis (son of
Langng Millis) ran the Ok Grove Farm Compary from the Bogton office on Washington Stret.

Other livestock induded about twelve horses, 200 fowl, and severd pairs of oxen. Figs were housed in another large
outbuilding, the piggery, which had deven pansin the 100 by 24-foot building. The pigs, too, were thoroughbreds
imported from England—Berkshire (black pigs), Y orkshire (white pigg—and from Chester County, Pennsylvania (white
pigs).

Ok Grove Farm advertising brochures boaged 800 acres and ddivery of milk to 20,000 people daily. Not only did the
Ok Grove Fam Company sdll milk, it dso provided cream, eggs butter, and ice cream. At the time of Millis' degth he
hed 332 aoes in Millis. Posshly therewere other farmsin surrounding communities that were owned by him. But the
ownership of 800 aores s pat of thisfarm is undocumented a thisfime. The 108 remaining ares (the presant Sze of the
Farm) are sufficient to convey itshistorical sgnificanceas afarm in Millis.

On hisfarm, Millis ds0 darted asmdl beverage (ginger de) busnessin ca 1830. Millis, his son Henry, and his friend
CharlesLaCroix garted carbonating cider and bottling it for distribution among friends. Soon they mede ginger deusing
high-quality Jamaican ginger, and distributed it through the Osk Grove Fam Milk wagons, which advertised cder and
soda Hery Millis coined the neme " Cliquot” for athen well-known French champagne Before leaving town in 1898,
Henry esteblished abottling facility next to the Herman Shoe Company on the south Sde of therailroad. At the tum of the
lagt century, the beverage businesswas languishing, no doubt due in part to Henry Millis' departure. 1t wes revived in
1901, however, and incorporated as the Cliquot Club Company. Production of ginger de and other sodes took of f, and the
company became amultimillion dollar corporation, employing 250 persons by the late 1920s The compary wes
purchased by Caott in 1962, and continues inbusness today. Itsgeneds @ Osk Grove Fam is modtly forgotten, but
rounds out the higtory of thisfarm as an agricultura and indudtrid center.

Lansgng Millis was honored for his upganding character when Eagt Medway separated from Medway and wes

incorporated in February 1835 as the town of Millis. He hed becomeactive in al agpectsof the town—agriculturd and

indudtrid busnesses as well as civic and rdigious activities—and was well known and loved by all. Millis wes
(continued)
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gopointed the town's first moderator and was Chairman of the Board of Sdectmen. However, he died three months later,
and weas unable to enjoy his namesske town.

Soon after Langng Millis' degth in 1835, the town assessed the value of dl property in Millis. This 1886-1887 vauetion
showed the edate of Lansing Millis as having the Manson House with gable, asmdl houss, afive-acrehouse lot
(referring to that part of the estate on the south Sde of Idand Roed—the old Wheder place), and Oek Grove Farm, which
induded many buildings, acresof land, and livestock. Of 332 acres of farmland for which the estate wes assessed (in
vaious locationsin Millis), 45 acres of woodland and 52 aores of tillage were part of the old Wheder place, and aeno
longer part of Oak Grove Farm. The latter indluded 134 ares of tillage, four acresof pasture, and twenty acres of
mesdow. The farmhouse was acoounted for as well asfour bams (one referred to as a Whede bam, which probably wes
on land south of 1dand Road), agteble, wagorthouse, icehouse and creemery, shed, piggery, aeh houss, and tool house
Livestock incdluded ten horses four oxen, and 53 heed of cattle of which about half were Holstein—well-known &s dairy
cows Othe iteamsligted in the vauation were eight carriages (mogt assodated with the Mansion House not the presant
farm), and in the Manson House a piano, and an organ.

Ok Grove Fam was reported to have bean the largest dairy farm in New England in 1890, and in 1893, aplan of land
showing the many barns, houses, and roadway's wes developed.  This plan was compiled by George A. Kimbal and wes
induded in an 1893 desd (Book 697, Pege 233) a the Norfolk County Regigtry of Deads The plan wes referenced in the
numerous transadtions that occurred asthe farmland wes consolidated under the neme of Ok Grove Farm Compary, of
which Hery L. Millis was the president.

Thehearsof Lanang Millis, particularly his son, carried on his legacy of entrepreneurship and public service, sswell a8
ownership of Oek Grove Farm. Henry Lansing Millis (1855-1915) wes involved in nearly every important busness in
Millis until he moved to Chicago in 1898. Heran his father's farm, which soon was one of the region's largest
commedd daries—the Ok Grove Fam Milk Companty. Henry Millis sarved as treasurer of the Sied Edge Stamping
and Retinning Company (60 Curve Strest, MHC #40, Millis Center NRHD-2007)), abuilding that he hedfinanced.He
built the new shoe shapfor J W. Thompson Shoe Compary (114-124 Union Street, MHC #128, Millis Center NRHD-
2007), later the J. Hermian Shoe Comparny of Medway, to occupy. He dso darted the Millis Company, whichfinancedthe
congmction of gpproximately 60 houses on new greatslaid out to accommodate modest workers housng (many are
induded in the Millis Center NRHD, 2007). Henry Millis fulfilled his civic dudesby serving as asdectmen from 1887 to
18H, ad as the first Millis representative to the Generd Court in 1886.

Oak GroveFarm - 20* Century

In 1901, the Cek Grove Farm Compeny property was sold to Michag Cunningham, who continued to farm it for severd
decades Hepurchesad the same three parcd s including the "home farm™ and the Neck Pagture, and in 1905, his holdings
were acoounted for in the town's vauation list. At that time and soon after his purchase, Cunningham hed 118/2 aores of
tillage, the Neck pagture (now a 60 acres), ahouse, three bams, ageble, piggery, icehouse, tool shed, Sx ather sheds a
granary, and vy little livestock (four horses one colt, ane cow and ane two-year old calf). The Cunninghams occupied
the property for over 0 years.

(continued)
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In 1944, Michad Cunningham's heirs—William F. Cunningham, Thomas H. Cunningham, Mary Josgphine McDondd,
Alice M. Cunningham, Frances C. Lyons, and AnnaV. Nolan—sold Oek Grove Farm to Adolph Izbicki and his family,
al of Camlxidge The Izbickis purchesed the 118-acrefarm and ran it as adairy farm into the mid 20* century. 1n 1960,
Izbicki divided the land dong Orchard Strest into thirteen house lots, which were then sold individually for congmction
of the many modest cgpes and ranches that line the southern sde of Orchard Streat between Exchange and Ridge Stregts
Thisdivison of land reduced the farm from 118 aores to its presant 108 aores

Thetown of Millis purchesad the 108-acre Osk Grove Farm in 1984, exercising itsright of first refusal under Chepter 61

of the Massachusatts Generd Lawss, in regponse to plans to sal to aMedway deveoper.  The plan of the devdoper hed
bean to condruct houses and condominiums on the 108-acrefarm. When the town learned of the potentid sde, it redlized
that thiswes the ladt large tract of land near the town center that could be used for recreationd purposes. At the timethe
town purchesed the property, the house was unoccupied, boarded up, and in disrepair. In addition, the higtorica
dgnificance of the housewas not gopreciated until the Millis Historicd Commission lobbied to have the house tranderred
to its care

In 1986, the Department of Public Worksdeared aress created jogging peths, opened the wide tree-lined lane from Idand
Roed, and mowed around the house. Soon thereetfter, the house wes trandferred to the Historicd Commisson, which hed a
report prepared describing the house (a copy of the report hes not been found). Soon theresfter, the Historicd Commisson
partnered with the Tri-County Regiona Vocationd Schodl in Franklin to re-roof the farmhouse with agohet shingles
donated by GAF, alocd shingle comparly occupying the old Sled Edge Stamping and Retinning Plant, origindly built by
Henry Langng Millis. The late 19*-century €l of the house was rehabilitated to accommodae atenant, and restoration of
the main house wes implemented over the next severd years, including new windows, recongtruction of the front porch,
removd of modem drop ceilings, and remova of failed plagter on second-floor walls, which reveded vertica planks that
were an ealy finish.

In 1987, the Corwvay Schodl of Landscgpe Design asssted the town in developing a Mager Flan for the property. The
land, including the farmhouse, was divided into three zones: one areafor community activities near the farmhouse,
including pessve and active recregtion; one areafor consavaion—"the wetlands areg; and an areafor agriculture,
including hayfields and pedures, particularly in the northwest quadrant of the property.

Oak Grove Farm Today

Thetown hes generdly adhered to the 1987 plan. Socoerfiel ds,basebdl diamonds, a playground, and two parking lots are
located in the southeest comer of the property, with aoccess from Exchange Stret and 1dand Roed (just west of the old
lane marked by granite pogts which now isovergrown). The farmhouse Sts on aknoll north of the active recregtiond
land. The land dapes awvay from the house to mesdows on the north and west Sdes, and abroad lawn dopes down to
Exchange Streat on the et Sde. FHddsin the northwest quedrant of the property are cultivated. A cart path leeds from
the main house westerly through the property to trails that pess through gpen and wooded land. The Ok Grove Fam
Commisson meneges the land, while the Historical Commisson continues to be respongible for the

(continued)
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farmhouse. The Commission holds monthly megtings here, and gpens the partidly restored farmhouse to the public with
some regularity. Thetown ownership hes preserved arich resource for resdents of and vidtorsto Millis.

Archasological Sgnificance

Snce patternsof andent Native American settlement in Millis are poorly undergood, any surviving Stescould be
dgnificant. Ancient stes located on the Oek Grove Farm property may contribute important information rdating to
Native settlement and subdgence activitiesin the Charles River drainage, epecidly the leest-documented  interior portion
of that drainege. Native American Stes dong tributary dreams and ponds of the Charles River may indude smdler stes
rdated on afunctiona and/or seesond bad's with larger dtesand core aress dong the main drainage of the Chales River.
Ancient dtesin this areamay represant agpecidized adaptation to specific resources and environmental characteridics
located in the uplands and wetlands to the north and west of thefarm

Historic archaeologica  resources described above may contribute important information rdated to the sattlement and
agriculturd higory of Millis fromthe 17+ through 20* centuries Historical and archaeologica ressarch mey yet
contribute evidence relative to the daims of late-19* century loca higtorian E. O. Jameson that the Oek Grove Fam wes
the gte of the Rockwood farmstead as early as 1677. No deads are currently known to support this claim. Archaeological
testing may be the only way to end this debete with systematic testing to ether identify the Rockwood farm or its aosence
On the ather hand, this debete could continue sncethe scde of the Oak Grove Farm could have eesily destroyed most
traces of the Rockwood farmatead, especidly if later buildingswere condructed on the same ste.

Thefirst confirmation of a house on the Ok Grove Farm wias the desd of John Varney to Nathanid Lovell. Theearly
18*-century congruction date for the house results from the presence of Firat Period architecturd fegtures, indluding
chamfered beams panding, and evidence of an early center chimney. Excavation and andyss of builders trenches ad
other congruction features may contribute information that further documents the early 18*-century condruction dete ad
later renovations/additions to the building. Similar resserch mey d <o contribute information rdated to architecturd
features of the houseno longer extant and techniques used in congruction.

Structurd evidence of barns, gables, and other domedtic and agriculturd-related outbuildings may contribute important
information relaed to the domestic and agricultura evolution of the Oek Grove Farm. Unfil the Lansing Millis ownership
of the farm in the 1880s and the cregtion of the large dairy complex that sood behind the farmhouse, the identification,
function, and configuration of bams, sables, and other domegtic and agriculturd-rdated outbuildingsis poorly
documented. Historica and archaeologicd research may contribute important information rdated to these characteridtics
from the early 18* century to the devdopment of the dairy complex by Millisin the late 19 century. Identification of the
location, function, and configuration of these buildings can esablish the physical characteridtics of the farm a specific
points in time and under different ownership. Important information may aso exist that demondrates how the farm
chenged over time and under different economic conditions. Similar resserch may dso identify the full range of
agriculturd and domedtic activities presant in the Millis dairy complex. While the overdl activities of the dairy complex
have been identified, the assodiaion of these activities with the Stes of specific buildings, historically and

(continued)
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archaeologicdly, hes not occurred. Higtorical research and archaeologicd testing inthe area of the dairy complex mey
identify the Stesof agricultural and domedtic activities assodated with this phese of the farm’'sevolution, ad detalled
plansof their location and patterning.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Propertv approximately 108 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet. (Medfield Quad Map)
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 304560 4672873 S.Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing 19 304379 4671956
2. 19 304862 4672220 4. 19 304106 4672697
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
IX1 See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
See Continuation Sheet
Boundary Justification
See Continuation Sheet
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle Gretchen G. Schuler. preservation consultant, with Betsy Friedberg. MHC NR Director
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 2011
Street & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard .telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA ,Zip code 02125-3314
Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Town of Millis
street & number 900 Main Street . telephone 508-376-7040

city or town Millis state MA . Zip code 02054
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GEOGRAPHIC DATA

UTMs

Thefour UTM references are the four cormers of the large 108-acre parcd.
1) 19304560/4672873  NE comer
2) 19204862/4672220 SE comer
3 193043794672697 SN comer

4) 19304106/4672697  NW comer

A fifth UTM Reference point - for the house on the property is. 19304755 4672439
Verba Boundary Description
The boundaries follow lot lines on Assessors Magp #s 11, 12, 15 and 16 for Parcd #16-4.
Boundary Judtification
The boundaries include the enfire town-owned parcd s it is configured today, which dosdy resambles the 19*-cantury
farm, minusthe lots aong the south Sde of Orchard Strest thet were sparated from the main pared through aplan of land
to aegte 13 amdl houselots in 1960.

(end)

Photographs

All photographs (except Phato #7) included with this Nomination were taken in June 2007 by Gretchen G. Schuler,
preservation consultant writing the nomination.

Photo # View

1 Ok Grove Fam - House Main facade

2. Ok Grove Farm - House Rear devation and wing

3. Ok Grove Fam - Allee Allee and lane leading from Idand Roed to farm
4. Ok Grove Fam - Meedow Meedow northwest of house - location of bams
5. Ok Grove Fam - Interior North Parlor - Chamfered Summe Beam

6. Ok Grove Faam - Interior North chambe - Flank Siding under plager

7. Ok Grove Fam - 1830 "0.G. F. Fam House 1830 E. Medway Mass"
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Bams Idand Roed Exdhange Strest

"Plan of Oek Grove Farm (Origind Tract) in Millis, April 3, 1893 compiled by George A. Kimball, Civil
Engineer. Copied from town website. Same as viewed in Desd & Norfolk County Regigtry of Desds Book
697, Paoe 233.
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

March 17,2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regiger of Historic FHlaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad pleesefind the following noinination form:

Oak Grove Fam, 410 Exchange Stredt, Millis (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,
/.
Betsy Friedberg

National Regider Director
Massachusetts Historica Commisson

Endosure

(s o4 Dondd Hedon, Chair. Millis Board of Sdectimen
Bah Krimmd, Millis Higoricd Commisson
Gretdhen Schuler, Conaulltant
Cahaine Madnnes Millis Hanina Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 < Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. sec.state.ma.us/mhc



M assachusetts Historical Commisson Digital |mage Submisson Form

Please submit oneformfor each group of digital images
Millis, MA  Oak Grove Farm 410 Exchange Street

About your digital files:

CameraUsed (make, model):  Pentax, Optio 33L

Resolution of original image capture (camera setting including resolution and file format):
Photos 1,2and 3: 2048 x 1536 b/wjpeg  saved as TIFFfiles

Photos 4, 5and 6: 1600x 1200 b/w jpeg saved as TIFF files

File nameg(9) (attach additional shedtsif necessary) check hereQ to refer to atached photo log:

1) Oak Grove Farm V4 viewfront and side 5) Oak Grove Farm, North Parlor, Summer
2) Oak Grove Farm rear elevation cmdrear €ll 6) Oak Grove Farm, North Chamber
3) Oak Grove Farm - allee of maplesfrom Island Rd

4) Oak Grove Farm -meadow behind house

About your prints:

Printer makeand model: HP Officejet 6210 All-in-One

Paper: brand & type (i.e., Epson Premium Glossy Photo)
HP Premium Plus Photo Glossy Paper (4" x6") and Premium Photo Glossy (8" xIO")
Ink: HP Viverainks 94 b/w cartridge, 95 tri-color cartridge

Signature: (By signing below you agreethat the information provided hereistrue and accurate)

Signature: LXi* MLy<xN—~Ay~A'yA-Cx.-VIN



