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1. Name of property

historic name Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increase

other names/site number Spencer's

2. Location

street & number  Willow and West Oak streets not for publication _N/A
city or town Mount Airy vicinity N/A_
state North Carolina code NC county Surn/ code 171 zZipcode 27030

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally statewide _X_ locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature oi e Daie
North Carolina rtment of Cultural Resources

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property. meets. . does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
1, her/6by certify that this property is: Date of Action

V entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet,
determined eligible for the
National Register
_ See continuation sheet,
determined not eligible for the
National Register
removed from the National Register

. other (explain):



Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increese

Namre o Propaty

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many txDxes as apply) (Check only one box)

_X_ private building(s)
public-local X district
public-State site
public-Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: INDUSTRY Sub: manufacturing facility
INDUSTRY industrial storage
COMMERCE restaurant
COMMERCE specialty store

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: VACANT Sub:

7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Heavy Timber Mill Construction

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation BRICK

roof METAL

walls BRICK
CONCRETE

other BRICK

Narrative Description

Surry County. North Carolina
County and Sate

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing

5 8 buildings
sites
. structures
_ objects
8 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
194

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION
Materials, cont'd.
Foundation: CONCRETE

Roof: ASPHALT
RUBBER
Other: Foam and grave
Other: Tar ad grave
Other: Tar and peper

Walls. METAL
Narrative Summary

The Mount Airy Higtoric District Boundary Increeseis an expangon of gpproximeately
five acresto the Mount Airy Historic District, which was listed in the National Register in 1985.
The original historic district covers an expansve areacomposed largely of commercid,
resdentid, and institutional buildings, whilethe boundary increese areaadds a strong industrial
component. The original historic digtrict is located northeast, eest, southeest, south, and
southwest of the boundary increase areg, but not north, northwest, and west of it. The eest edge
and the eedt third of the south edge of historic district boundary increase connect with the
origina historic district. The original historic district boundary actudly cutsdiagondly through
Building No. 1 on West Osk Stret in the historic district boundary increese, 0 that the boundary
increese extendsinto the original historic digtrict to include the entire Building No. land ot on
which it Sands

The higtoric district boundary increese includes thirteen buildings. The four oldest (#3, 8,
11, and 12) condtitute part of the surviving core of Mount Airy'shistoric late-nineteenth and
early-twentieth-century  tobacco district, whose sructures were converted to use by the textile
industry beginning inthe 1920s The other building historically associated with the tobacco
district was the R. Roberts Leaf Tobacco House, later Renfro Mill, located a the northeest comer
of Willow and West Ok dreets. It was listed individually in the National Register in 2000.
Seven buildings (#1, 2,4, 5, 6, 7, and 13) congtructed during the 1920sand 1940swereinitially
commercid in use but were later aasorbed by the textile operations. The remaining two buildings
are the large, 1971 Spencer's Knitting Plant (#9), originally sgparate and now incorporated into
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Building No. 8, and asmdl frame guard house (#10) built in 1978. All thirteen buildings now
dand largely vacant, awaiting rehabilitation and adaptive re-use.

Centered on the intersection of Willow and Wes Oak dreetsimmediately west of Mount
Airy's commercid Main Street, the buildings in the boundary increese are aranged dong the
eadt and west 9des of the 200 block of Willow Sireet, the west Sde of the 300 block of Willow
Street, and the south sde of the 200 block of West Oak Street. The land within this area dopes
gently downward from eadt to west and from south to north. Thereisno intentional vegetation
within the boundary increase. An open areabetween the buildings in the 200 and 300 blocks of
Willow Street opposite West Ogk Street is paved and isussd for adriveway and parking. It
includes asmdl dectrical transformer neer the dreet.

In urban fashion, the buildings in each block are contiguous and are ssparated from the
dregt only by asidewak. Eleven of thethirteen buildings are brick, and these were painted pae
blue ca. 1970 to distinguish them as part of the Spencer's Inc. gpopard manufacturing complex.

The buildings range in height from one to four-and-a-haf stories and in width from one
to seven bays. Thethree largest buildings, al originally associated with the tobacco industry, are
located on the northwest (#11), southwest (#8), and southeest (#3) comers of the intersection of
Willow and West Ok dreets and are three-and-a-hdf, four-and-a-haf, and two-and-ahalf
dories, respectively. A fourth, three-story, building (#12) originally assodaed with the tobacco
industry standsin the 300 block of Willow Street. The seven commercid buildings (#1, 2,4, 5,
6,7, and 13) are one and two doriesin height. All buildings within the boundary incresse were
mog recently ussd as part of the Spencer's gppard industry complex, and all but the eestemmost
building (#1) on the south sde of West Ok Strest and the free-standing guard house (#10) on
the west Sde of Willow Stret are intemally connected to the adjacent buildings. Buildings 2-5
ae linked intemally, as are buildings 6-9 and buildings 11-13. The buildings from one block to
the next are dso connected by means of endosed devated wakways. The eest-west wakway
over Willow Stregt just south of West Oak Street datesfrom the early 1930s the other dlevated
walkway connects the buildings on the west dSde of the 200 and 300 blocks of Willow Street and
was built in the late 1960s

Most of the buildings are of ample design with little omamentation. Interestingly, the
mog decorative buildings are two of the earliest, those of the Sparger Brothers Tobacco
Company. Typical of late-nineteenth century tobacco industry buildings, both have sepped end
gables. One (#11) hes brick pilasters and horizonta brick bands corbelled with two layers of
dentils. The other (#8) features faBade pilasters and Itaianate-influenced corbelled labelsover
the eest fagade windows. These and the other two tobacco buildings (#3 and 12) have ssgmentd-
arched windows. The commercid buildings ether have plain facades or smple upper fagade
pands created by the brickwork. The most omate commercid building (#7) Sandson thewest
dde of the 200 block of Willow Street. It hes pilasters dividing the bays, upper fagade recessed
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brick pands highlighted by adentil course acrassthe top of each, and a shdlow sepped fagede
parapet.

The areaencompassad by the boundary increese developed over aperiod of nearly a
century. The three oldest tobacco industry buildings (#8, 11, and 12) hed been erected by ca
1888 (#11), ca 1890 (#12)1892, and 1892 (#8). The fourth (#3) followed by ca 1905. During the
19205 five of the commercid buildings (#4, 5, 6, 7, and 13) were constmcted dong Willow
Stret to the north and south of the industria buildings. The last two commercid buildings (#1
and 2) were added just beforeand after World Wer 1.

Consgtent with the nature of praogperous industries, numerous additions were built to the
primary industrial buildings within the boundary increese. Beginning in the 1930sand
continuing into the mid-1980s, these additions enlarged the original buildings to the rear or Sdes,
leaving the historic buildings to face the dreet. Also typical of older industrial complexes, the
windows and, in the cage of the commercid buildings that became part of Spencer's, the
storefronts, were enclosed ca 1980 to establish amore controlled interior environment.

The areaof the boundary increasejoins the Mount Airy Historic District on the eest and
south. Across West Oak Street to the north is RenfroMill (NR, 1980). To the north, northwest,
and southwest are expandve parking lots associated with Spencer's. Only small portions of
these, immediately surrounding the industria buildings, are included in the boundary increese.

Integrity assessment

The Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increeseretainsintegrity fromits period of
sgnificance, ca 18838 to 1962. There hes been no loss of buildings and no buildings have been
moved. The didtrict retains the massve late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century industrial
buildings that dominate the five-acre areaand giveitits primary historical and architectura
character. It dso retainsthe amdl group of commercid buildings that were constmcted around
the industria buildings during the 1920sand 1940sand later incorporated into the industrial
complex. The fact that of the thirteen buildings, only five are contributing is deceptive, because it
doesnot convey the overall cohesvenessof the district. Thosefiveinclude the defining
industrial buildings (#3, 8, 11, and 12) and one commercia building (#1) that was never
connected intemally to the other buildings. Of the eight noncontributing buildings, two were
built after the period of significance. One (#9) is an expandve industrid building erected in 1971
a the west end of the boundary increase. It mugt be included in the district because, inthemid-
19805 its eedt Sdewas physicaly interconnected to building #8 and its additions. The other isa
1971 smdll frame guard house The remaining Six noncontributing buildings are one- and two-
gory commercid buildings fromthe 1920sand 1940sthat must be included in the boundary
increese because after the period of significance they wereinterconnected to the adjacent
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industria buildings. Although three of the four primary industrial buildings have had additions,
this is condggent with the development of historic industrial complexes, and severd of the
additions were made during the period of significance.

Also typical of historic industria buildings that haveremained in operation pest the mid-
twentieth century, windows were bricked or blocked up after air conditioning was ingtaled to
cregte amore controlled work environment. However, the outlines of the windows remain
visible, as do the sills, and on the largest building (#8), the windows were | eft intact and were
blocked up on the interior, <o tha their enclosureis much lessvisible from the outsde. For the
same reason that the windows in the industria buildings were enclosed, the storefronts of the
commercid buildings were endased with brick (one hes been re-opened). Neverthdess, the
outlines of the storefront openings ae till visible, and the massng, materids, and features of the
facades remain largely intact. Over all, the Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increese
continuesto provide a strong image of a nineteenth-century tobacco industry complex that
trangtioned into atextile industry complex in the twentieth century.

Inventory List ,

The following inventory list provides badc information for al propertiesin the
Downtown Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Incresse. Included are each property's name,
date or gpproximate date of constmction and magjor dterations, contributing or noncontributing
datus, and asummary of each property's physica character and history. Unless otherwise noted,
the buildings are brick, painted light blue, and the foundations could not be ssen.

The buildings inthe district no longer haveindividual dreet addresses The most recent
addresswithin the district was 238 Willow Street, the location of Spencer's, Inc. office, and that
number was used for al the buildings. Since 2007, when Spencer’s, Inc. closed, there have been
no gpplicable addressesin the district. Thus, for the purposes of the inventory list and district
map in this nomination, the buildings that originated as individual buildings, not additions, have
been assgned numbers 1-13. The numbering beginswith the former commercia building on the
south Sde of West Ok Street & the eedt end of the district and moveswest to Willow Stre,
then south dong the eest Sde of Willow Street, and then north dong the west Sde of Willow
Street from the south end of the didtrict to the north end. The three primary industria buildings
have severd additions each, and these are discussed within the numbered inventory entries and
designated as (a), (b), etc. Like the numbers assgned to the primary buildings, they are keyed to
the district map.

Buildings that add to the historic assodiaionsor historic architectural qudities for which
the digtrict is significant, were present during the district's period of significance (ca 1838
1962), relate to the documented significance of the district, and possess hidoric integrity, ae
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contributing resources. Buildings that do not add to the district's historic assodaions or historic
architectura qualitiesfor which the district is significant, were not present during the district's
period of significance, do not reate to the documented significance of the district, or due to
dterations, additions, or other changesno longer possess historic integrity are noncontributing
resources. Lack of historic integrity occurs when dterations, additions, or the loss of original
detalls hinder abuilding from conveying astrong sanse of its gppearance during the period when
it achieved its significance. Note: Guidance from the National Park Service has explained that
bricked-up windows onindustria buildings do not condtitute asignificant ateration. No such
guidance has been provided for commercid buildings, so all commercid buildings with bricked-
up faBade openings must be cons dered non-contributing resources.

Inventory entries are basad on on-gte recording and reseerch conducted by LauraA. W.
Phillipsin December 2011 and January 2012. Sources used are listed, in abbreviated format, in
parentheses a the end of eech inventory entry. Sanbom mgpsfrom 1891 to 1948 and Mount Airy
city directories were ussd 0 frequently thet they are listed smply as SM and CD. Full citations
are provided in the bibliography.

v o ® DAS"O0IYV- LN

1. Commercial Building Contributing building
South side, 200 block West Oak Street
Ca 1940, ca 1980,2011 V.

Insurance mgps show that this one-gtory brick commercia building was erected between 1934
and 1944. It replaced aone-gtory frame house on the site that had been the resdence of Mrs. J. L.
Sparger. Initialy, the brick building housed two busnesses From at leest 1949 through 1974, the
eed haf was Everybody's Lunch, aretaurant. The west half was the Goard and Poore

Grocery in 1949, but by 1954 it hed become the Goard (Goad) Grocery, which it remained until
a leagt 1964. Spencer's, Inc. purchased the building in 1969 and used it for Sorage. The
sorefronts wereenclosed ca. 1980, but they werefully reopened in 2011. Thisisthe only
building in the district that does not currently interconnect with one of the primary industrial
buildings.

The two-bay-wide building is of ample desgn with the only decoration taking the form of a
dightly recessad brick pand surrounded with soldier-course bricks above eech storefront.
Running-bond brick faces thefront of thebuilding, and the eest Sde and rear are brick-faced
tiles. Theroof, which hasaplain pargpet acrossthe faBade and Sepped pargpets on either Sde,
dopesgently fromfront to reer and hes acovering of foam and small gravel. There are not
windows on the eedt Sde, and the rear has one door and three enclosed windows per half. The
wes Sde abutsBuilding 2. Theinterior hes aconcrete floor, plastered walls, and the ceiling



NPSFannKMOO" s, R * <[ i O U B A ppmv it Il N o . 1014COlt

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
4 Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increese
Section Number 7 Page 6 Surry County, North Carolina

joists are currently exposed. Two doors, one of which isvery narrow, open between the two
haves (SM; CD).

The exigting historic district boundary cuts diagondly acrossthe building from northeest to
southwest. The boundary increese rectifiesthis situation by including the entire building and the
commercid lot onwhich it dands.

2. Building Noncontributing building
South sde 200 block West Oak Street N
Ca 1946, ca 1980

According to the Sanbom maps, this one-gtory brick building was erected between 1944 and
1948. The 1948 magp shows that it was ameachine shop; thefollowing yeer it was listed asthe
Mount Airy Automotive Company in the city directory. By 1954 it had become Calloway's
Fumiture Company, and by 1960 it was the Caloway Sdes Company. After being vacant for
most of the remainder of the 1960s it was adorage facility from a leest 1969 through 1974.
Spencer's, Inc. purchased the building in the mid-1970s, interconnected it with building #3, and
usd it for the company's design department. The storefront was infilled with brick around 1980.

Thefront isfaced with mnning bond brick and iscompletely plain. The only fafade openingis a
sngle metd door in the center. Linesin the brickwork sugges that building had a single
sorefront. The Sdes of the building about buildings#1 and 3. Therear and exposad south end of
the eest Sde are congmcted of brick-faced cinder blocks and openings have been endlosed. The
roof, which has aplain pargoet acrossthe facade, dopesgently from front to reer and hesa
covering of foam and smdl gravel (SM; CD).

3. Tobacco Leaf House Contributing building
Eag 9de 200 block Willow Street
Ca 1905; ca 1910; ca. 1933; ca 1951; ca 1960; early 1980s

Sanbom magps show that between 1900 and 1905 a one-story-with-basement brick building was
erected a the southeast comer of Willow and West Oak dreets It was the Leaf House for the
Rucker and Witten Tobacco Company, whose tobacco factory was acrossWillow Street in the
former Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 2. The 1910 mgp shows abrick building of the
same configuration a thislocation. However, it is depicted as atwo-story building from plans. 1t
is possible that the two-gtory building was an entirely new stmcture, but itis morelikely that the
one-gory building shown on the 1905 mgp was enlarged. However, a thispoint, physica
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evidence that is conclusive has not been identified. The building was labeled as aleaf house on
the 1910 map. In 1916, the building was still aleaf house, but it is shown as a two-and-a-half-
dory building with abasamat, its present sze. Itisdso shown with an eevator a the north end,
which the building still hes. In that year. Banner and Lovill were listed as the owners of the
building, and the British American Tobacco Company wes leasing it. In 1922, the building was
the Imperia Tobacco Company Green Packing Plant. Inthe early twentieth century, smal
tobacco manufacturers were put out of business by the American Tobacco Tmst, but tobacco lesf
houses continued to be viablein Mount Airy until a least the end of the 1920s, dthough they
were becoming fewer and fewer. It was during this period that the leaf house a this comer
trangtioned to textile manufacturing.

In 1926, J. H. Crossngham moved to Mount Airy from the Philade phia areaof Pennsylvania,
where hisfather had established the Crossngham Knitting Mill in 1889 to produce Dr.
Spencer’'s’ union suits. In Mount Airy, on July 8, 1926, the young Crossngham joined with W.
E. Lindsey, John Banner, and F. L. Hatcher in establishing the Mount Airy Knitting Company.
Hatcher and Crossngham becamethe largest shareholders and leeders of the company until their
deethsin 1978 and 1964, respectively. J. H. Crossngham J. later became presdent, chairman of
the board, and chief operating officer. Although the company initially manufactured union suits
and other formsof underwesr, thisuse evolvedin the late 1940s. Seaing the opportunity
presented by the baby boom after World War |1, the company began to produce, most
exclusively, infants and children's wear. In 1962, the company changed its name to Spencar’'s
Incorporated of Mount Airy, N.C, inhonor of the "Dr. Spencer's’ underwear the company hed
produced in itsearly days For more than three quarters of acentury, it progoered, with numerous
expandons - including buildings #1-13 inthe boundary increese and other plants offsite - until it
became one of the largest and most respected producers of infants' and children's weer in the
United States. The company that sarted in 1926 with only twelve employees grew to have some
2,000 employees, in Surry County done, by the late 1980s It dosed in 2007.

Although the Mount Airy Knitting Company was established in 1926, it did not purchesethe leaf
houseit occupied until June 1932. In 1933, it purchased the old Sparger Brothers Tobacco
Factory No. 2 acrossWillow Street, and by the following year an insurance map showed that an
endosed, devated wakway a second-floor height had been built over Willow Stregt to connect
the two buildings. The 1934 map dso shows that adthough the company had an office on thefirst
floor a the southwest comer of the original building, it had built itsfirst addition (a), to the south
end of the origina building, for an office onthe first floor and a supply room on the second
floor, by that time. That addition was narrow, but projected a short distance eest and west of the
origina building. Around 1951, asscond addition (b) was built like abridge between thefirst
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addition and the commercid building (#4) to the south. 1t was devated to a height between the
first and secondf| oorswith an open passsagewvay and parking areabenegth it. It, too, was used as
an office. Around 1960, more office goece (¢) was added to the eedt Sde of the building, mnning
from the rear of boundary increase building #2 eestward pest part of addition (b). Between 1948
and 1979 an endlosed dair tower and hester room wes built & the northwest comer of the
building. During the 1980s mog of the building's fenestration was infilled with brick.

Thebuilding isalarge, two-and-a-haf-story, brick ssmcture. The endsof iron tierods can be
s on the 9des and ends of the building. Unlike the two Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory
buildings (#8 and 11), thisone is dmaost completdly unomamented. The building hes a brick
foundation. The lowest floor has four-to-one common bond, but the upper portion gopearsto be
lessregular in itsbrickwork. Typical of industria buildings of its period, the interior hes vast
open work gpaces with wood floors, heavy timber support posts, and exposed wood ceiling
joists.

The north end of the building facing West Ok Street has irregularly soaced fenestration. All
openings, which gpopear to have been windows, have bean bricked-up. All gopear to beflat-
headed, rather than ssgmentd-arched. The basament level has four openings, the first sory hes
three, the second sory hes two, and the attic hes one. Most have shdlow brick or donesills, and
some have shdlow lintels. The building hes anorth-south oriented gable roof, covered with
asphdt shingles and with overhanging eest and west eaveswith wood soffits. The north and
south ends have sepped pargpetswith aterra cottatile coping. The lowest gepsextend beyond
the eest and west walls of the building and are corbeled undemesth. Projecting upward behind
the pargpet isthe devator mechanica room. It is shesthed with metal, hes an opening on the
north end, and hes afront-gable roof Although the eevator haes dways been a thislocation, the
mechanica room smcture istaller than it was originaly, judging from alate 1930s photograph.
That photograph shows it to have been amonitor roof with three sde windows and a shdlow
gable. The photograph dso shows two additiona gabled monitor roofs dong the roofridge.Each
hed four windows per Sde. These smctures remain, but the windows are no longer visible
benegth the asphdt-shingle sheathing. Near the north end of the building, ashalow dormer,
added after the late 1930s, extends from the roof ridgeto the eaves Itswalls ae metd-sheethed
and there are three satsof metd indudtrid tilt-out windows with ninelights.

For al, or a leest mog, of its history, the main entrance to the building was on the west Sde
facing Willow Strest and the building dways carried aWillow Street address. Thefirstfl oorof
the original building gppearsto have had eight bays, though some of these are now hidden
behind smal additions, and the second floor gppearsto have had ten bays. All windows are
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bricked up and al but two are Sngle and haveflat lintels and dightly projecting sills. The other
two, on thefirst floor, have broad, ssgmentd-arched brick hood molds that goanned pairs of
windows, based on alate 1930s photograph. The ends of the hood molds have small, sepped
corbels, the only decorative feature of the building. The north end of the west Sde hes a shallow,
two-story addition around the elevated wakway that was built between 1948 and 1979. It houses
the heater room and adair. 1t hes aflat roof with terra cotta coping and irregularly placed
windows, now bricked up, with brick sills. At the north end isabrick stack. At the south end,
dightly indented from the west wall, isaone-dory entranceto the sair. 1t hes ahinged brick
joint a the southwest comer, adoor on the south side, and adightly doping roof The sidewak
aong the south third of the west 9de of the building ramps upward and back down again. It hes
bean thisway snce a leadt the 1930s. At the top of the ramp was the main entranceto the
building and abrick loading platform with sgps on the south end. The entrance and platform
were enclosed, probably a the same time the stair tower was added, with asmal brick smcture
that shdlters aloading dock on the north end. Two large windows, now enclosed, are onthe west
sde, and theroof dopes dightly from east to west and extends beyond the south end of the
endoaure to shdter the current entrance and brick stepsto it. The present entrance hes a metal -
framed glass door.

Except for the sepped pargpet, the south end of the original building can no longer been seen.
On the eedt 9de, the second-gtory windows remain exposed. They are replacement metd
industrial windows with six horizonta lights. The eest Sdesfirst story is hidden from view by
building #2 and addition #3 (C).

Three additions have been built to the south and east Sdes of the building snce 1930. The roof
of each congds of built up foam and gravd. Thefirst, ca 1933 addition (a), was built tothe
south end of the origina building. Itis atwo-story, one-bay-wide, rectangular brick stmcture that
projects approximately five to ten feet beyond the eest and west Sdes of the original building. It
hes aflat roof with aterracottatile comice coping. The wes, dreet, Sde hes alarge, square
exposed window on the first floor (originally thiswas apair of windows) and asingle, bricked-
up window on the sscond floor. The north Sde has asinglewindow per floor. The first-floor
window remains open, but hes areplacement solid pane of glass The second-floor window hes
been enclosed. The windows on the south Sde are no longer visible because of addition (b), but
there is an added door that opensto the roof of addition (b). On the eedt Sde, there are three,
metal, six-light windows that are exposed. A Ughtly smaler opening on the north Sde of the
rear (eat) portion of the addition hes been enclosed and contains aprojecting ventilator.
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Addition (b) was built ca. 1951 between addition (&) and building #4. It isbrick and asingle
gory, but that story is sst midway between the first and sscondfl oorsof the adjacent buildings.
The open goece beneeath the addition sarves as a pass through from Willow Street to the mid-
block aley and provides some goece for parking. Though they are now bricked up, along
window inthe upper hdf of both the eest and west Sdes dretched acrassnearly the entire
addition, giving it amodemist feel. Countering that, however, is amolded meta comice across
the west, dreet-9de, fagade. The modt interesting feature of this addition is the large monitor
roof thet projects from the flat roof. It hes aflat roof and the walls have been covered with a
foam-likematerid 0 that the windows surrounding it are covered.

Addition (c), on the eet Sde of the building, was built ca. 1960. It consgsof aone-dory brick
gmcture with aflat roof, aflat pargpeted comice on the eest and south Sdes with terra cotta tile
coping, and severd openings. A single metd door opensfrom the eest Sdeto the aley. Two
large windows are on the eet Sde. One has been endlosed with plywood. The other, near the
south end of the addition, isendosaed on the north half, but the south haf is exposed, exhibiting a
meta industrial tilt-out window with atotal of twelve lights (SM; Southeestem Underwriters
Association 1934 map of Mount Airy Knitting Mill; Industrid Risk Insurers 1979 map of
Spencer'sInc.; Spencer's, pp. 7,15, 55, 58, back end pege (late 1930s photograph);

Crossingham Interview; Jones Interview.)

4. Commercia Building Noncontributing building
Eagt Sde 200 block Willow Street
Ca 1926, ca 1980

Insurance mgps and physica evidence reved that this two-story brick building wes erected
between 1924 and 1929. Prior to its acquisition by Spencer's, Inc. around 1970, the building was
used for avariety of purposes. A 1934 insurance mep labds buildings#4 and 5 as aknitting mill,
which was probably Pine State Knitting. However, before and after that, the building held

sved automobile-rdated busnesses including automobile dorage and selesand service

(Moser Motor Company). Other uses have included an office and the McGraw Tin Shop. During
its ownership, Spencer's, Inc. used the building for their offices, interconnecting it with buildings
#3 and 5. Around 1980, Spencer's bricked up the storefront and replaced the second-gory
windows.

The front of the building isfaced with textured bricks, which are distinguished from the smocth
bricksthat fill the storefront openings. The first sory hes two baysof unequa szethat are
separated by abrick pilaster. The south bay islarger and may have been used as an automobile
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entrance. Now, asingle meta door pierces the brick infill of that bay. The sscond floor is four
bays wide and hes one-over-one replacament seeh windows. The building's only decorative
treetment is asingle, non-recessed, brick pand @bove the second-gtory windows that is defined
by its soldier-brick border. The roof, which is covered with foam and small gravel, dopes gently
from front to rear. It hes aplain fa8ade pargpet and a Sepped pargpet on the north sde. The north
dde second-gory windows have bean endosed, and the rear, with adoor and awindow, opens to
an dley (SM; CD).

5. Stewart Building Noncontributing building
Eag 9de 200 block Willow Street
1924; ca. 1980

Sanbom magps show that thistwo-story brick building was constmcted between 1922 and 1929,
and the upper faBade carries two pandswith raised letters and numbers, one labeled " Stewart
Building" and the other labeled "1924." Until Spencer's, Inc. acquired the building for
additiona office goacein 1973, it had avariety of uses In 1929, it was awholesae produce
busness In 1934 it, dong with building #4, was aknitting mill, probably Pine State Knitting. In
1944, the building housed an eectrica repair budgness and awarehouse. In 1949, the south half
of the first story was being used by Roy Estes fumiture repair business and Brock's Antiques.
The north half of the first story was an auto saes business, which may have been part of the
Moser Motor Company located in building #4. At the same time, the second floor was one large
goece and was the home of the Mount Airy Operatic Club and the Dorminy Dance Studio. Under
Spencer's, Inc. ownership, the building was interconnected with building #4 and the storefront
wes bricked up ca 1980.

Except for its name and date blocks, the faBade is completdy plain. The six plain brick pilagters
that divide the storefront into five bayscan still be seen. Otherwise, the storefront isinfilled with
brick into which two meta doors- one near the center and the other a the south end - have been
inserted. The second story of the faBade hes seven bays with altemating single and double
windows. The windows have been endosed with plywood, and meta windows have been
ingserted in two of them. Terra cottatile coping tops the faBade's pargpet, which isplain except
for alargdy hidden brick dentil course. Both sdes of the building have sepped pargpets. The
roof, which is covered with foam and smdl gravel, dopesdightly from front to rear. Physica
evidence shows that both the north and south sdes had sscond story windows before the adjacent
buildings were erected around 1926. When the building to the south bumed around 1998, its
demolition exposed apainted Sgn near the top of building #5 that reeds inpart, 'S. C. Stewart,
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Wholesde Emits and Produce.” Therear of the building, which hes endosed windows, faces an
dley (SM; CD).

6. Commercial Building Noncontributing building
West sde 200 block Willow Street
Ca 1925; ca 1980

Sanbom mgpsindicate that thistwo-story brick building was erected between 1922 and 1929.
Whether it was built as an addition to the automobile dedership adjacent to it on the north
(building #7) is not known. However, fromitsfirst gopearance on the Sanbom mgpsin 1929,
there was an interior doorway between the two buildings. The map for that year indicates that the
first floor was usad as an auto parts store, while the second floor was an office, dthough locas
remember that there was an gpartment on the sscond floor. Through 1948, Sanbom mgps
continued to show thet the first floor was used for auto parts, while the second floor was an
office. Neverthdess, local memoriesrecadl that in the early 1940s, thefirst floor housed Hiatt's
Radio Shop. In the early 1960s, the second floor becamethe offices of Ararat Rock Products, a
company assodiated with the owners of Spencer's, Inc. Ararat Rock continued to occupy the
second-floor office until the 1980s, while Spencer's, Inc. absorbed the building into its
interconnected collection of textile industry buildings and additions. Spencer's endosed the
sorefront around 1980, dthough the second-floor windows were | eft open.

ThefaBade istwo-bayswide and isfaced with textured bricks popular during the 1920s The
sorefront is heeded by abrick soldier course. At the south end of the storefront is areplacement
wood door whaose upper glass pand and transom have been endosed with plywood. A dender
wood pogt with adlassica cgp divides the doorway from what had been the shop windows, now
infilled with brick. A metd sgn bracket is atached a the south end of the faBade between the
twofloors. Typica of 1920s commercid architecture, the faBade's second story hes two pairs of
one-over-one sseh windows, each with abrick soldier course bordering it on the top and ddes
and adlightly projecting brick sill. A soldier course dso mns acrassthe pargpeted roofline,
which is cagoped by aterracottatile coping. Behind the parapet, the roof dopesfrom front to reer
and is covered with tar and gravel. The exposed south sde and reer of the building have
amoother bricks than on the faBade. The sde has three one-over-one sash windows a sscond-
floor height. The rear hes bricked-in windows on the basament and first-floor levels and an open
one-over-one sseh window and door on the second floor. The door is sheltered by a fiberglass
canopy, and ametd dair leedsfrom asmall entrance deck to the ground (SM, CD, Crossngham
Interview).
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7. Commercial Building Noncontributing building
West Sde 200 block Willow Street
Ca 1920; ca 1980

Sanbom mgps show that thisbuilding was erected between 1916 and 1922. For itsfirst severd
decades, the building had automobile-rdated uses Initially, it was a*garage’ with acapacity for
forty cars. By the late 1920s it had become Surry Sdles Company, which sold and serviced
Chevralets. In the late 1940s, it switched to aBuick dedership, Svanson Motor Company. In
1956, Crossngham Tractor Company, which was owned by one of the founders of Mount Airy
Knitting Company and had bean housed previoudy in the south half of the adjacent knitting
addition (8a) built by Mount Airy Knitting Company in 1949, moved to thisbuilding. This
alowed the knitting addition to be usad totally for knitting. Crossngham Tractor Company
displayed and sold tractors on the first floor and repaired tractors in the basament, which was
entered from the rear. According to city directories, by 1964 the building housed the Discount
House, which sold Mount Airy Knitting's discount gppardl. In the early 1970s Spencer's, Inc.
(successor name to Mount Airy Knitting Company) took over the building and used it for their
sawing operations. At thispoint, the building was interconnected to the knitting addition (89). It
wes probably d<o a thistime that anarrow addition that housed a gtair to the knitting addition’'s
sscond floor was built a the northeast comer, within thefront ell formed by thejoining of this
building and the knitting addition (which was st back from the street). Around 1980 the
building's fenestration was enclosed.

The one-gory brick building hes athree-bay faBade, whose bays are ddineeted by four wide,
plain, brick pilasters. The outer two bays had large windows with abrick bass, but the window
openings have been infilled with brick. The center bay probably originally held avehicular door,
given the building's longtime use with automobiles and tractors. Now it holds apair of doors
topped by atwo-light transom. The remainder of the goacein the center bay on ether Sde of the
doorsisinfilled with modem brick. Above the storefront, ahorizonta ben of brick, ong with
the pilagters, cregtesthree pandsin the upper faade. The top of eech pand isbordered by a
brick dentil course. A shdlow sepped pargpet formsthe building's comice. At the south endis
another short dretch of dentils. At the north end of the building is anarrow, brick, tair addition,
which istied in with the adjacent knitting addition to building #8. 1t has adoor on the north sde
and two small, bricked-in windows. The rear of the building projects farther west than the
adjacent building (#6) on the south. It has brick-infilled ssgmenta-arched windows ontwo levels
and what was avehicular door to the basament, now endased with plywood, inthe center. The
rear shows that the building hes abowstring roof Itisbuilt up of foam with grave (SM, CD,
Crossngham Interview).
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8. Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 2 Contributing building
West sde 200 block Willow Strest
1892; 1949; 1971; 1978, mid-1980s

The 1891 Sanbom map shows the sscond of the two large tobacco factories built by the Sparger
Brothers Tobacco Company, but notesthat it was under constmction. Note: For the purposes of
this nomination, the second Sparger factory built within the historic district boundary incresse
aeais caled Factory No. 2. The older of the two factories (building #11) is called Factory No. 1.
The October 16, 1891, issue of the Yadkin Valey Newswas more specific, reporting that "The
brick walls of the mammoth Sparger tobacco works are rising above the second floor.” The
building dmaost certainly was completed the following year. The 1896 and 1900 Senbom maps
indicate that it was aplug tobacco factory and laid out the uses of the differentfloors.A small
office was in the southeest comer of the first floor, but otherwise that floor was usd for the
prizing, ssemming, and drying processes The second floor was for packing and casing, and the
upperfloorswere used for sorage. A three-story water closet sood on the south sSde of the
building, and aboiler room projected from the northwest comer. At the rear of thefour-and-a-
half-story factory was athree-gory section that held drying rooms. A box factory stood behind
the tobacoo factory in asgparate building. By 1905, Sparger Brothers was no longer in busness,
and the factory - still laid out in the same way - was that of the Rucker and Witten Tobacco
Company. Seven hundred workers were employed. The 1910 Sanbom mep indicates that, for a
very brief time, the building was not assodiated with the tobacco industry. Ingead, it was the
Surry Manufacturing Company Cotton Mill. However, by 1916, it had retumed to the tobacco
fold and was aleaf house operated by R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company. It retained that use &
leest through 1929. In 1933, the Mount Airy Knitting Company, whase main building was on the
southeest comer of Willow and West Ok streets, acquired the building by trading Reynolds
another building in Wingon-Sdemfor it.  Thereafter, the building remained with the textile
indugtry, as part of the Mount Airy Knitting Company and, after a 1962 name change, &
Spencer's, Inc., until Spencer'sdosed in 2007.

By 1934, Mount Airy Knitting Company hed built an endosed, eevated wakway a sscond-
dory height, ees-west across Willow Stregt to connect itstwo buildings. According to the 1948
Sanbom map. Mount Airy Knitting had added amachine shop to the northwest comer of the mill
and a separate sorage building behind it, which was later used for cloth printing. In 1949, the
company built alarge, L-shaped addition (a) on the mill's south Sde that was st back about
twenty feet from the street to alow for parking. The north half of this addition was used for
knitting, and the south half, until 1956, was usad by the Crossingham Tractor Company
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(Crossngham was afounder of Mount Airy Knitting.) In 1956 Crossingham Tractor moved one
building to the south (building #7), and the south half of the 1949 addition to Mount Airy

Knitting joined the north half in being used for knitting. Mount Airy Knitting, which became
Spencer'sin 1962, continued to expand. In 1971, anew knitting plant (building #9) was built
behind the old Sparger Brothers building, but not connected toit. In 1978, an L-shaped addition
(b) was built directly behind the 1949 knitting addition (a). Its west end connected with the one-
dory, gambrel-roofed sorage building that had been on the site Snce the mid-1940s. The 1978
addition was ussd for the J. C. Panney merchandise manufactured a the mill. Other, smdler,
additionsto the rear of the mill included new boiler rooms and acarpenter shop. In order to
visualy unify the various additions located between the rear of the main mill and the 1971
knitting mill. Spencer'sbuilt alarge, tall-roofed smcture (c) that encompassed thiswhole areaiin
the mid-1980s.

Like the earlier Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 1 to the north. Factory No. 2 isahulking
brick smcture with afront-gable roof (now shesthed with metd), overhanging eaves, ad
depped gable ends. A small dormer projects from the roof on both the south and north Sdes neer
the west end, and the mechanica room for the evator projects upward from the roofridgenear
the eest (front) end. The faBade is four-and-a-haf-stories, but because the land dopes downward
from eedt to west, much of the basament is aove ground, o that the building is often thought of
& afive-and-a-hdf-story smcture. Iron tie rods mn ees-west and north-south through the
building, as witnessed by the end bolts on the exterior walls. The faBade is Sx bayswide, and the
front entranceis a the center. 1t hes adouble-leaf door and alarge, two-light, ssgmentd-arched
glass transom with abrick hood mold. Five concrete sepslead from the sdewalk to the front
entrance. The faBade exhibits Itdianate-gyle influenceinitsbrick pilagters, horizonta corbeled
bands between each floor that make the pilasters gopear to have cgps a each floor level, and
omamentd corbeled labds above the ssgmentd-arched windows. The sepped pargpet hes a
corbeled comice and the outer Sgps of the pargpet project beyond the north and south walls of
the building and are corbeled undemeath. The Sdes and rear of the building dso have segmentd-
arched windows, but with no omamentation. Until & leedt the late 1930s, the windows were
wood six-over-sx saeh. Probably in the 1940s, they were replaced with metd industrial windows
with sections that tilt outward. The faBade windows have sixteen lights, while those on the Sde
devations havetwevelights. Inthe 1980s the windows were blocked up on the insde, o that
they gopear the same on the exterior. The second-dory devated wakway acrossWillow Strest
that hes bean in place ance ca. 1933 extends from the window in the northemmost bay on the
ssoond gory of the falade. The enclosed wakway is sheethed with metal, hes severd windows
that have been painted, and carries the Spencer's name and logo. The meta-sheethed walkway
roof isashdlow gable. On the south sde of the building, only the windows of the eestemmost
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two bays and the top floor are visible; the rest of that Sde is hidden behind the 1949 knitting
wing addition. Along the eavesof the south sde are wood braces that were installed as part of
replacing the roof in recent years. They were meant to be temporary for the duration of thejob,
but have not been removed. The north sde of the building hes thirteen exposed bays, two more
are hidden behind ametd dair tower that was added between 1956 and 1979. A second-dory
devated wakway extends northward to Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 1 from the fourth
window wes of the faBade. Added in the late 1960s, it is sheethed in metal, has no windows, and
bearsthe Spencer'sname and logo. A one-bay |oading dock is located neer the west end of the
north elevation. At the rear of the main body of the building is atwo-bay-wide, three-gory brick
extenson with adoped roof with sde pargpets and two ssgmenta-arched windows on the north
dde. It datesfrom the original congmction of the factory. The expansive interior of the origina
factory istypica of its period and use It hes wood floors, brick walls, and heavy timber support

posts, beams and joists throughouit.

Projecting from the rear of the three-story section, is aone-gtory brick section with one bricked-
up, ssgmenta-arched window visible a the west end. Benegth the window is ashdlow, brick,
shedHlike projection with adouble-leaf wood door with boards st on the diagond. Abovethe
brick sepped rooflineis concrete-block infill. Behind this section is aone-gory L-shaped section
(©). Itslower portion isbrick, but the walls have been raised with concrete blocks.

Within the ell (c) are two loading doors that face north and two that face eest, with a double-lesf
pededtrian door in the comer. Shalow ramps of different heights lead to the loading doors. A flat
meta roof with apos a the outer comer shdtersall but the eessemmost loading door. A single
industrial window is on the north wall. Between the L-shaped section and building #9is a
concrete-block section (¢) with three loading doors, one pededrian door, and aprojecting meta
ventilator. Theroof that covers this miscdlaneous group of sections (€) is compaosad of tar and

peyer.

On the south Sde of the 1892 factory building isthe two-story, brick, knitting addition (&) built

in 1949. It is st back from the faBade line of the adjacent buildingsto alow for the parking of
tmcks and tractors when the south half of it was used by Crossngham Tractor. Thefirst sory hes
three large, horizontal windows, bricked-in ca. 1980, a single pedestrian door near the south end
between two windows, and aloading door a the north end. A flat canopy with awood soffit
dretches acrassthe pededtrian door and two windows north of it. The second floor is completey
plain, except for the painted Spencer's Sgnage. The plain comiceis caoped by aterra cottatile
coping. Therear of the knitting addition isaso brick. A row of now-bricked-in square windows
mns about halfway aong the south € evation toward the west, and from there to the end of the
building the wall isplain. Wes of the knitting addition, the south and west walls of the 1978
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addition (b) aresheathed with metd. At the west end isaprojecting loading door. The 1980s
one-dory infill (c) that now connects the 1978 addition (b) to building #9 is meta-shesthed (SM,
Industrial Risk Insurers 1979 mgp of Spencer's, Inc.; Yadkin Vdley News, Crossngham
Interview).

9. Spencer'sKnitting Plant Noncontributing building
West 5de 200 block Willow Street behind Building #8
1971; 1980s

In 1971, Spencer'sbuilt alarge knitting plant immediately west of, but not joined to, the
additionsto itsprimary mill (building #8). The eestem fourth of the building was used for
bleaching and dying. The westem three fourths held the knitting operation. A wing near the eest
end of the south Sde was usad asthe yam receiving department; asmall addition (a) was built to
the eest hdf of its south Sde, probably in the 1980s.

The large, rectangular, one-story building was constmcted of concrete blocks and hes aflat roof
Theroof of the bleach and dye section is covered with ambber membrane. The other sections of
the building have afoam and grave roof Meta gutters edge the perimeter of the building, and
metal downgpouts are positioned a regular intervas dong the north sde. The building hes no
windows. Onthe north Sde is aloading dock a the east end and apededtrian door a the
gpproximete center. Two metd exhaud vents on this sde of the building project from the bleach
and dye section. A concrete ramp thatri sesfrom wes to eest mns aong the north sde. Thewest
end of the building has asingle pedestrian door near the center, and apainted Sgn on the north
half that reeds, " Spencer'sinfant & Children'sWear." The south sde of the building hesa
sngle pededrian door neer the center. Eadt of the center door and adjacent to the yam receiving
wing, alow concrete-block endaosure holds alarge, vertical, round tank and three round
horizontal tanks. The south sde of the yam receiving wing hes aloading dock and a pedestrian
door reached by aflight of concrete geps There are no openings in the addition (a) to the yam
receiving wing. Inthe mid-1980s, aroof connected the eest Sde of the knitting plant to the
additions behind the main mill (building#8) (Crossingham Interview.)

10. Guard House Noncontributing building
West sde 200 block Willow Street opposite West Ok Street
1979 e .

Located just north of Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 2 (building #8) and just within the
main entrance to the Spencar's complex on the west sde of Willow Stret isasmdl frame guard
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house. It has aconcrete dab foundation, plywood siding, windows on al four sdes, adoor on
the eest 9de, and an asphdt-shingled sde-gable roof with widely overhanging eaves
(Crossngham Interview).

11. Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 1 Y, Contributing building
West sde 300 block Willow Street
Ca 1888, 1973, ca 1980, 1987

James H. and Benjamin Franklin Sparger formed atobacco manufacturing busnessinthe early
1880s They began operation inasmal frame building on Franklin Street, but soon moved north
to Willow Street, where they built two large factories. Thiswas thefirst, and it isthe oldest
building in the boundary incresse. Itsexact date of constmction isnot known, but it was
probably built around 1838, when the Cape Fear and Y adkin Valey Railway arrived in Mount
Airy, making large-scale manufacturing feasible. Sparger Brothers was first listed as a tobacco
manufacturer in the 1890 edition (published in 1839) of Branson's North Carolina Busness
Directory. An early, undated, photogrgph of the factory shows it anding done with no
buildings immediately next toit. Note: The name a the top of the sepped-end geble in the
photograph labels the building as Factory No. 2, which iswas, snce the Spargers earlier frame
building on Franklin Strest was their first factory. However, soon after this brick building (#11)
wes erected, Sparger Brothers built alarger brick factory (building #8) just to the south. To avoid
confusioninthisnomination, building #11 - thefirst of the Soarger factorieson Willow Street -
iscalled Factory No. 1, and building #8 is cdled Factory No. 2. The photo shows plowed earth
acrassWillow Stregt from the factory, newly planted trees, and wood rail fences. Typical of late-
nineteenth century tobacco buildings, the rectangular brick ssmcture is shown with a three-bay
faBade with segmentd-arched six-over-six sseh windows, acentral double-leaf door with a
ssgmentd-arched heed in the center bay and asingle door in the south bay, and a front-gable
roof with segpped-pargpet geble ends The outermost, lowest Sgps of the pargpet extend beyond
the building to the north and south and are corbeled undemegth to retum to the outer faBade
pilasters. The faBade is decorated with dightly projecting brick pilagters and double-layer dentil
oourses above eech of the three-and-a-hdf floors, thus creeting apanded effect. Windows are
s to line the north Sde of the building. By the timethe 1891 Sanbom mgps were produced,
the building is shown with another building (#12) nearly touching it on the north Sde. Attached
to the rear of the building is anarrow, two-story brick section. The Sanbom maep reveds that a
that timethe factory had 180 workers. The building was heated by seam, and it had electric
lights. The basement housed the engine and dynamo. The first floor was usaed for the prizing,
semming, and drying processes Packing and casing took place on the sscond floor, the third
floor was used for leaf sorage, and the fourth half story was used for sorage. The 1896 Sanbom
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map shows that the three-gtory building (#12) adjacent to it on the north was d o part of the
Sparger operation, because " Sparger Bros. Leaf Ho." iswritten diagonaly acrossthe two
buildings.

The 1900 and 1905 Sanbom mgpsindicate that the two buildings were the Fulton Tobacco
Company, dthough they indicate that the company was closed. The 1910 Senbom mgp isthelast
to labe the complex as atobacco manufacturing operation. At that time, it was the Fulton-Smith
Tobacco Company. Thefollowing map, in 1916, indicates that building was being used asa
produce warehouse. The 1913-1914 City Directory liststhe building as Golding Brothers
Fertilizer House. In 1922, the Sanbom magp shows the building was once again being ussd in the
tobacco business, as the Export Tobacco Company Leaf House, but by 1929 it had become a
wholesde fmit and produce house The South-Eastem Underwriters Association insurance map
of 1934 shows that a thet time, the building was still aproduce warehouse. Insurance maps and
alate-1930s photograph show that from a leest 1922 through the late 1930s, aone-dory frame
canopy carried acrossthe facades of this and the adjacent building (#12) to the north and aong
the south sde. The canopy had been removed by 1944.

By 1944, the building had been converted for use by the textile industry, and it remained
assodated with textilesuntil 2007. Probably ca 1940, the building became part of the Renfro
Knitting Mills complex, which produced hosery. Renfro'smain building was on the et Sde of
Willow Street. Spencer's, manufacturer of infants' and children's clothing, purchesed the
building in 1968, and soon theresfter built an overhead walkway a second floor height that
physically connected it with the company’s main building (#8) to the south. Spencer's ussd the
building as itspacking and shipping department until the company claosed in 2007.

Today, the form of the three-and-a-haf-gory-with-basement building and the facade detailing
remain intact. The faBade doors had been bricked up by 1977, and the windows were bricked up
ca 1980. However, their placement and multi-layer ssgmentd-arched heeds remain intact. Small
vents have been punched into severd of the endosed windows on the faBade and south-side
eevation. Iron tierods mn through the building from north to south and from eedt to west. The
roof is metd-sheathed. The vad goaces of the interior have brick walls, wood floors, and heavy-
timber support pods, beams and joists. In the late 1930s or early 1940s, abrick connector was
built between thisbuilding and the one (#12) adjacent to it on the north. When this hgppened, the
corbeled gep on the north sde of the faBade pargpet was infilled with brick. In 1973, en L-
shgped, three-story addition (a) was built behind the original building, wrapping around its north
dde to the rear of the adjacent building (#12). Itisbuilt of concrete blocks, athough a section on
the north sde is covered with cormgated meta. There are no openings on the south Sde. The
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rear of the addition hes three doors arranged in descending order from south to north. They are
connected by an exterior metd gtair. The rear portion of the north sde hes arow of four loading
doors. A flat meta canopy suspended by cables atached to the building shdters the loading
doors. A one-gory addition (b), dso built in 1973, extends northward from the three-story
addition immediately eest of the loading doors. Thisaddition dso atachesto the rear of building
#13. Addition (b) hes aconcrete-block rear wall and ametd north wall. The west end of the
north wall hes aloading door. The 1973 additions were built during Spencer's ownership and
were used as part of Spencer's packing and shipping department. 1n 1987, aone-dory, concrete-
block addition (c) was built to the rear of the three-story 1973 addition (a), extending westward.
It was used, a leedt in part, to house the air compressor. The south Sde of the 1987 addition hes
one pedestrian door. The rear eevation hes aloading door, an adjacent pedestrian door with
meta degpsleadingtoit, and aprojecting air vent. Near the eest end of the north eevation is
another loading door. The flat or doping roofs of the three additions are built-up foam and grave
(SM; CD; Branson, 1890; 1934 map; Crossngham Interview).

12. Warehouse Contributing building
Wes d9de 300 block Willow Street
Ca 1890; ca 1945, ca. 1980

Sanbom magps show that the second oldest building in the boundary increase areahad been
erected by 1891, when it was being usad for the dorage of manufactured tobacco. It likely was
built by the Sparger Brothers Tobacco Company, whose three-and-a-hdf-story factory (#11) was
located only afew feet to the south, but this has not been documented. The 1896 Sanbom mgp
clearly indicates that the building was part of the Sparger Brothers operation. In 1900 and 1905,

it was used as atobacco warehouse for the Fulton Tobacco Company and in 1910 for the Fulton-
Smith Tobacco Company. By 1916, it was no longer usad for tobacco sorage, but wasa
fertilizer warehouse. Throughout the 1920s, it was aproduce warehouse. By 1944, it had become
part of the Renfro Knitting Mills complex, whose main building was located directly across
Willow Street. The Sanbom mep for that year indicates that thefirst floor was used for a "reg,
rm," the second floor was usad as Sorage, and the third floor housed manufacturing. The 1944
map aso shows that astair hed been built in the narrow goace between thisbuilding and adjacent
building (#11) to the south and that an enclosed, devated, two-level (at the second and third
floors) wakway led from the goace between the two buildings across Willow Street. Based ona
1980 photograph, the walkway was removed after that time. The 1948 Sanbom mgp uggests
that the goece between the two buildings had been endlosed. The usss for this building werethe
samein 1948 asin 1944, except that no use islisted for the third floor. By 1956, athree-gory
addition had been attached to the rear of the building, doubling its Sze. At that time, the building
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was still part of Renfro Knitting Mills. In 1968, Spencer's purchased the building, and thereafter
it sarved as part the gppard manufacturer's packing and shipping department.

Thethree-gtory brick building is very plain, but the ssgmenta arches of faBade fenestration
reflect its late-nineteenth century origin. Around 1980, Spencer'sbricked in the fenestration, but
the outlines of the openings and the dightly projecting sills, dong with the segmentd-arched
lintels, make dear its location and form. The faBade is two bays wide. Thefirst sory gppears to
have had apedestrian door in the north bay and avehicular door in the center. A modem
pedestrian door hes bean punched into the south end of thefaBade. Six iron tierods project
dightly from the faBade, two per floor. The comicefeatures adightly projecting brickwork band
with terra cottatile coping. Theroof which isbuilt up of foam and gravel, dopesfrom eadt to
west. On the north sde, the original building hes a Sepped pargpet. Therear addition does not. A
1973 addition (a) to building #11 abutsthe rear addition of this building (SM. Crossngham
Interview).

13. Commercial Building Noncontributing building
West sde 300 block Willow Street
Ca 1929, ca 1980

The 1929 Sanbom mep indicates atwo-story brick building with aone-story brick rear wing a
thislocation "from plans.” 1t was desgned to be agore on thefirst floor and an office on the
second. 1n 1944 aredaurant occupied the first floor, while the second floor remained in use asan
office. Therear wing was usad as awarehouse by the Mount Airy Canning Company. The 1949
City Directory records the New Willow Cafe a thislocation. After Soencer's purchased the
building in the late 1960s, it was usad as part of that company's packing and shipping
department. The storefronts and second-gory windows were bricked up ca 1980.

Although the faBade has been modified for itsindustrial use, most of the original faBade features
remain visible. Hat brick pilasters divide the faBade's first gory into two storefronts. A metd
door and anow-enclosed squarewindow pierce the bricked wall of the south half of the faBade.
The faBade's second gory hes arhythmic arrangament of windows above the storefronts in
which adouble window isflankedby singlewindows. Above the second-gory windows, plain
brick pilasters divide the recessad brick wall into pands. ThefaBadeis crowned by a corbeled
comice. Theroof of the building, which dopesdownward from eest to west, is composed of
foam and small graved. A sepped pargpet runs dong the north side of both the two-story and
one-gory pats of the building (SM; CD).
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S GNIFICANCE ; Ao NN~y
Summary

L ocated near the Virginia date line in North Carolinas Piedmont region, Surry County
was acenter for tobacco cultivation from the second hdf of the nineteenth century through most
of the twentieth century and of tobacco manufacturing from the post-Civil War yearsuntil the
early years of the twentieth century. The earliest tobacco factorieswere relatively smal and were
located in the countryside near the tobacco fields. However, after the Cape Fear and Y adkin
Valley Railway connected with Mount Airy in 1888, making large-scde manufacturing feasible,
tobacco manufacturing moved from the country to the city. In Mount Airy, the industry was
centered on the intersection of Willow and West Ok dreets, just west of the commercid
downtown, and large-scde, two-, three-, and four-story brick plug tobacco factories and lesf
houses were erected beginning in the 1880s Around 1888, Sparger Brothers Tobacco Company
built athree-and-a-hdf-story brick factory (building #11) on the west Sde of Willow Street. By
1891, athree-gory brick tobacco warehouse (building #12) had been erected immediately north
of it. During late 1891 and 1892, Sparger Brothers built a sscond brick tobacco factory (building
#8) - thisone four-and-a-haf gories - on the west Sde of Willow Strest south of their first brick
factory. It was followed, ca 1893, by the R. Roberts Leaf Tobacco House (NR 2000) & the
northeest comer of West Ogk and Willow Stregts. The lagt building inthe group was a one-ory
tobacco leaf house (building #3) constmcted ca. 1905 at the southeast comer of West Oak and
Willow dreets and enlarged to two-and-a-hdf sories ca. 1910. Intheir materids, Sepped-end
gable form, ssgmentd-arched windows, and detailing of pilagters, dentiled comices and corbeled
window labels, these buildings exemplify the typical tobacco industry buildings erected in
Piedmont North Carolina between ca 1880 and ca. 1910. After the Tobacco Tmst put the
independent factoriesout of bugness during the early years of the twentieth century, these large
buildings, with their vast interior Soaces, were soon converted to use by the burgeoning textile
industry.

Mount Airy Knitting Company (renamed Spencer'sin 1962) was edtablished in 1926 in
the former tobacco leaf house (building #3) a the southeast comer of Willow and Wes Ok
dreets. Producing union suits and, later, infants and children's clothing, it expanded throughout
the twentieth century until it occupied not only itsorigina Ste, but o the former Sparger
Brothers Tobacco Company factories on the west Sde of Willow Strest and seven surrounding
commercid buildings dong with multiple additions. In 1958, near the end of the period of
significance (1962), Spencer's employed 705 workers, 686 of which were production workers.
That same year, the company produced 1,598,000 dozen garments with avaue of $4,389,402.
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The Mount Airy Higtoric District Boundary Increese, with gpproximetely five acres ad
thirteen primary resources, enlargesthe original Mount Airy Historic District, which waslisted
in the Nationa Regider in 1985. The boundary increese encompassssfour surviving late-
nineteenth and early-twentieth-century tobacco buildings, which, dong with the R. Roberts L eaf
Tobacco House (Renfro Mill, NR 2000), formed the heart of Mount Airy's historic tobacco
district. After 1926, thesefour buildings sarved as the core of one of Mount Airy's largest textile
indudtries, the Mount Airy Knitting Company. The locally significant historic district boundary
increese meats Criterion A for itsindustrial significance in both the tobacco and the textile
indudtries. It megts Criterion Cfor itsindustrial architecturd significance, becausethe heavy-
timber mill constmction, form, materids, and details of its core buildings typify tobacco industry
buildings erected in Fiedmont North Carolinaduring the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth
centuries. Its period of significance goans the yearsfrom the ca. 1888 constmction of the Sparger
Brothers Tobacoo Factory No. 1 to 1962, fifty years ago, when Spencer’'s continued to be an
important textile manufacturer. Although Spencer's continued to prosper after 1962, that period
is not of exceptiond significance.

Historical Background and Industry Context

The community that became known as Mount Airy was located between Lovills Cregk
and the Ararat River on the main sagecoach road from Sdem, North Carolinato Wytheville,
Virginia. Beginning inthe third quarter of the eighteenth century with afew settlerswho lived in
what was known as "the Hollow," it soon became an ovemight stopping place for travelers, a
the same time serving as atrade center for the surrounding agricultura region. Old photographs
show that by the third quarter of the nineteenth century. Mount Airy had acollection of well-
built frame and brick buildings. The town was officially incorporated in 1885, poised for
significant development when rail service arrived. Finally, in 18388, the long-awaited event
happened when the Cgpe Fear and Y adkin Valley Railway arrived in Mount Airy. Providing the
long-sought guarantee of goesdy trangportation to Greensooro, Fayetteville, and Wilmington,
North Carolinaand Bennettsville, South Carolina, the railroad enabled the establishment of
large-scde indudtries - including tobacco, fumiture, granite, and textiles- in the growing town.
All were important in the town's history (Phillips, Smple Treasures, 40-41).

In the third quarter of the nineteenth century, plug tobacco factories were located in the
countryside aongsde the tobacco fields. From the standpoint of mral buildings, these frame and
log smctures were large, but they did not compare in size with the mammoth brick tobacco
factories that were later built in some of North Carolinas towns and cities. After northem
oldiers were introduced to the quality of North CaroHnas tobacco during the Civil War, the
demand for tobacoco products increased. Coupled with the availability of rail trangportation, this
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demand encouraged investment in larger-scade manufacturing in the Piedmont's urban arees
including Mount Airy (Phillips, Smple Treaaures, 28, 41).

The areajust west of Mount Airy's commercia Main Street, centered on the intersection
of Willow and West Oak dreets, becamethe center of Mount Airy's tobacco district, athough
there were severd other tobacco buildings scattered around town, including the Hadley, Smith
and Company Plug Tobacco Factory on Wes Pine Strest and the Globe Tobacco Warehouse a
the comer of South Main and Worth dreets. At Willow and Oak, amagjor tobacco building was
erected on each of the four comers. Three of these, plus ancther tobacco building on Willow
Street, arein the Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increese. The fourth, the R. Roberts
Leaf Tobacco House (later Renfro Mill) on the northeest comer of Willow and West Ogks
dreets, wes listed individualy in the National Regigter in 2000 (Phillips, Smple Treasures, 184-
185; Phillips, National Register nomination for RenfroMill).

At least two, if not three of these buildings were erected by brothers James H. and B.
Franklin Sparger. Their father. Merlin (or Murlin), had been atobacco manufacturer in the mral
aeanortheest of Mount Airy. In the early 1880s Jamesand Frank Sparger organized the Sparger
Brothers Tobacco Companty in Mount Airy. They began operation inasmdl frame stmcture on
Franklin Street, where the Mount Airy Masonic Templewas later built. Soon they erected two
large brick factories nearby on Willow Street (Mount Airy Times, September 24, 1943). The first
of these, & the northwest comer of Willow and West Ok dreets, was probably built ca. 1883,
around the time of the arriva of therailroad. The large brick ssmcture had three and ahdf sories
and abasement. It waas depicted on the earliest Sanbom map in 1891, which reported that it hed
180 workers. Next to it on the north was athree-story tobacco warehouse, which the brothers
may aso havebuilt. The Sparger Brothers business was obvioudy growing rapidly, for the 1891
Sanbom map aso showed, a the southwest comer of Willow and West Ok dreets, a four-and-
a-hdf-gory-plus-basement brick tobacco factory that was under constmction. By October of that
year, according to the Yadkin Valey News, the building's brick walls were rising above the
sscond floor (Sanbom Map, 1891; Yadkin Vdley News, October 16, 1891). Presumably the
building was completedin 1892. Both of the Sparger factories had sepped end gables and
decorative brick facades. By 1905, however, the once progperous Sparger Brothers Company hed
| eft the tobacco business, and other concams occupied their Willow Street buildings (Sanbom
Map, 1905).

The stuation with the Sparger Brothers Tobacco Company illustrates what happened to
the tobacco industry in the Pledmont's smdler cities and towns, including Mount Airy. The
heyday for the tobacco indugtry in Mount Airy was the last two decades of the nineteenth
century. In 1890, Branson's North Carolina Busness Directory listed nine tobacco factories in
town. However, some tobacco factories fatered with the nationwide financial panic of 1893, and
thosethat didn't were Sopped by the Tobacco Tmdt. James B. Duke's multi-million dollar
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American Tobacco Company, basad in Durham, expanded <o rapidly a the end of the century
that by 1904 it controlled an estimated three-fourths of the tobacco industry in the United States.
The smdler, independent factories smply could not compete and were either bought up by the
American Tobacco Company or forced out of busness Even after the Sheman Anti-Tmst Act
of 1911 dissolved many of the large tmdgts, the Successor companies controlled an equaly large
proportion of the total busness. Asareault, the smal factories of the Bright Leaf tobacco region,
of which Surry County was apart, continued to declinein number. TheNorth CarolinaY ear
Book and Busness Directory recorded atobacco factory in Mount Airy for the lagt timein 1912
(Phillips, Smple Treasures, 41; Phillips, Nationa Regisger nomination for Renfro Mill).

Though the tobacco factories were gone, the tobacco leaf houses remained, some until the
1930s becausethere was still anead for them. Leaf houssswere used for avariety of functions,
including semming (removing the tobacco leavesfrom the sem), re-drying (removing the
aocess moisture remaining in the leaf after the farmers' curing process), packing the tobacco in
hogsheads and soring it ayear or morefor future sdleto manufacturers (Phillips, National
Regiser nomination for Renfro Mill). In fact, from a leest 1916 to 1929, Winston-Sdem's R. J.
Reynolds Tobacco Company usad the larger of the two Sparger Brothers factories as aleaf house
(Sanbom Map, 1916, 1922, 1929).

Between 1900 and 1905, the Rucker-Witten Tobacco Company, whose factory a that
time was acrossWillow Street in the former Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 2, built a
one-gtory brick leaf house a the southeest comer of Willow and West Ok dreets. In 1910,
according to the Sanbom map of that year, plans were inthe worksfor ataller leaf house of the
same configuration on that comer. Probably it was an enlargement of the Rucker-Witten
building. The building retained itsfunction as aleaf house, operated by different companies,
until a leest 1922. After that, the building transitioned to use by the textile industry (Sanbom
maps, 1900, 1905, 1910, 1916, 1922, 1929).

It was the textile industry that brought new life to the fonner tobacco district. Earlier
efforts a textile manufacturing around Mount Airy included the Brower cotton and woolen mills
just eedt of Mount Airy in the 1840s, the Greenhill Cotton Mill just north of town inthe late
1860s and 1870s and the Laurd Bluff Cotton Mill west of Mount Airy beginning around 1890.
Thefirst two efforts were not long lasting, and by the late 1920s Laurdl Bluff was producing
bone buttons. Later it sarved as atextile warehouse for Spencer's, Inc. None of the nineteenth-
century textile mill buildings survive. In Mount Airy, the textile industry lay dormant until the
1920s, when gppard manufacturing revived it (Phillips, Smple Treasures, 4land 136).

For ashort time. Mayo Mills manufactured underweer in the former leef house a the
northeest comer of Willow and West Oak dredts (outside the boundary increase areg), but in
1921 that plant closed. Later in 1921, Renfro Hosiery Mills Company was incorporated and
began manufacturing socksin the building Mayo Mills hed vacated. Renfro continued operating
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in thisand other buildings on Willow Street and dsewhere, and by 1997 it had become the
nation's largest sock manufacturer. Inthat sameyear, Renfro closed itsWillow Street plant, and
the building now houses upscae condominiums (Phillips, National Register nomination for
Renfro Mill).

Other hosery and knitting mills followed in the 1920s and 1930s, including Argonne
Mill (1927), Fiedmont Hosery Mill (1932), Barber Hosiery Mill (1938), Pine State Knitwear
(1930), Quality Mill (1936), and Hynes Textile Company (1938). But it was the Mount Airy
Knitting Company (later Spencer's, Inc.), sarted in 1926 in the former tobacco leaf house
directly acrossWest Ok Strest from Renfro Mill, that paralded Renfro's longevity and success
becoming one of the largest manufacturers of infants' and children's knitwear in the United
States.

James H. "Jmmy" Crassngham was from the Philadel phia areaof Pennsylvania, where
his father had owned the Crossngham Knitting Mill, established in 1889. Crossngham's father
died when JImmy was eighteen, and athough the younger Crossngham tried to continue
operation of the mill, he was unsuccessful. In 1926, on the advice of friends, Jmmy
Crossngham moved to Mount Airy, bringing knitting and sewing machines with him. OnJuly 8,
1926, Crossngham, W. E. Lindsey, and John Banner Sgned incorporation paparsfor the Mount
Airy Knitting Company. Frank Ledie "L es' Hatcher was d<o apartner in the company, and by
1930, he had bought out W. E. Lindsey'sinterest in the new mill. At that time. Hatcher was
presdent and John Banner was secretary. Hatcher and Crossingham held the most shares, and in
addition to Banner, other shareholders were G. C. Lovill and J. W. Lovill. Hatcher and
Crossngham remained working officers of the company until their desthsin 1978 and 1964,
respectively, providing yearsof continuity in the management of the company (Spencer's, 1, 9,
15, and 55).

The Mount Airy Knitting Company opened in 1926 in the former tobacco leaf house,
dthough it goparently did not buy the building until 1932. Initially, there were only twelve
employees, twelve knitting machines, and thirty-one sawing machines. The company made union
suitsfor adults and children, athough they soon began to make some baby shirtsas well. By
1930, the number of employees had grown to fifty. In 1933, Mount Airy Knitting Company
expanded acrass Willow Street, whenit purchased the old Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No.
2. At the same time, the company built an devated crosswak between thetwo buildings. By
1934 the company had built an addition toitsorigina building on the eest Sde of Willow Strest
for more office goace and asupply room. The origina building with its additions continued to
srve as the company's offices throughout its history. The Mount Airy Knitting Company was
still young, but growing rapidly, and it managed to weether the Great Depression (Spencer's, 11
and 13, JonesInterview; Southeestem Underwriters Association 1934 mgp of Mount Airy
Knitting Mill).
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Through World War 11, the mill's main product remained union suits, but with the baby
boom of the post-war years, the company shrewdly decided to switch to the manufacture of
infants' and children's wear. The decison paid off, for it was these products that brought the
company phenomend success. (During the Korean War,  union suits were once again produced
under amilitary contract, and these same auits were mede for Mr. Hatcher, persondly, until his
degth.) (Spencer's, 13)

In 1949, alarge addition for knitting was built to the south Sde of the mill building onthe
wes sde of Willow Strest. Around 1951, asscond office addition - aone-gtory, devated
dmcture - was built to the south Sde of the ca. 1933 addition, and ca 1960 more office soece
was added to the eedt 9de of the ca. 1933 office addition (Crossngham Interview). By 1958, the
Mount Airy Knitting Comparny employed 705 workers, 686 of which were production workers.
In that same year, the company produced 1,598,000 dozen garments with avaue of $4,389,402
(Annua Survey of Manufactures).

In 1962, the company name changed from Mount Airy Knitting Company to Spencer's
Incorporated of Mount Airy, N.C, or Spencer’'s, Inc. for short. Hatcher and Crossngham hed
wanted to rename the company Dr. Spencer’s, in honor of theDr. Spencer's Sanitary Knit
Underwear that had been produced in the Crossngham Knitting Mill in Pennsylvania Thedder
Crossngham had wanted to have his product endorsed by aphysician but was unsuccessful, o
he usad the name of the younger Crossingham's greet uncle, who was adoctor of divinity.
However, when the Mount Airy company was renamed, the Federd Trade Commission sad that
regulations prohibited naming such products after nonmedica doctors, <o "Dr."  was dropped,
and the company became Spencer'singead (Spencer's, 19 and 29).

Spencer's continued to expand throughout the remainder of the twentieth century. In
1968, the company purchased the Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 1 (#11) on the west
dde of Willow Stredt, just north of West Ok Street, and the old tobacco warehouse (#12)
immediately north of it. By the early 1940s, both buildings had become part of Renfro Hosiery
Mill, whose main building was across Willow Street. After the 1968 purchase, they became
Spencer's shipping department. Inthe late 1960s Spencer'sbuilt an devated walkway
connecting thetwo former Sparger factories. Between 1971 and 1987, severd more additions
were gopended to both of the former Sparger buildings on the west sde of Willow Stredt.
Meanwhile, Spencer's was purchasing the surrounding 1920s to 1940s conmiercid buildings on
Wes Oak and Willow dreets and interconnecting them with the mainmill buildings. In all.
Spencer's cameto have 386,690 squarefeet of mill and office goace a itsWillow Street plant,
and there were additiona plants, bothin Mount Airy and out of Sate. By 1979 employeesin
Surry County aone totaled around 2,000 (Jones Interviews, Crassngham Interview; Sanbom
Map, 1956, Terracon,i; Spencer's, 15).
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Spencer's cameto be one of the largest manufacturers of infants' and children's clothing
in the United States 1t was averticaly integrated company, meaning that it was acomplete
processor, controlling every phase of manufacture: knitting, bleaching, vat dyeing, pre-shrinking,
and shipping. It even medeits own boxes. Its products included infant shirts, underweer, girls
briefs, sport T-shirts, frame-resstant degpwear, creegpars, bibs, washdoths and towels, blankets,
contour crib sheets, digpers, gift sets and numerous other items, which eeamed the Good
Housskesping and Parents magazines sedlsof gpprova. Inaddition to its manufacturing plants.
Spencer's maintained offices and showrooms in New Y ork, Chicago, and Los Angdes. It hed
approximately 3,800 generd variety and department store cusomers (Spencer's, 33).

In 2007, Spencer's ceasad its gopard manufacturing. The buildings on Willow and West
Oak dregts dand largely vacant, awaiting athird life.

Ar chitectur e Context

There are two types of buildingsin the Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increese -
tobacco industry buildings that were later usad by the textile industry and commercid buildings.
Each type is significant because of what it represents architecturally.

The first phase of tobacco factory buildings in North Carolina's Pledmont was farmer-
operated plug tobacco factories of frame or log constmction thet were built in mral aress next to
or near the tobacoo fieldsduring the sscond half of the nineteenth century. A good example in
Surry County was the Smith-Sparger Tobacco Factory inthe Sulphur Springs vicinity north of
Mount Airy. It wes alarge, two-story log smcture with asSde-gable roof. Like mog of the mral
factories, it no longer gands.

The sscond phase of tobacco factory buildings includes larger brick factoriesand leaf
housesthat were built primarily during the 1880s and 1890s when tobacco manufacturing moved
to urban centers. In their constmction, form, and some of their details, thesebuildings reflected
the rectangularity of form and regularity of articulation that was characteristic of nineteenth-
century industrial constmction in America. The sandardization of factory desgn was related to
the bay aress between interior load-bearing posts The repetition of bays of uniform sze
produced the regular, rectangular forms of industria buildings and the similarity of interior
goeces amnong buildings. The placement of baysto form long, narrow buildings was based on the
need for light and good ventilation. The regularity in the Sze and placement of windows
openings resulted from the identical dimensons of the interior bays and the need for even
illumination (Bradley, 229). Brick was the mog common materiad used for the exterior walls of
these nineteenth-century industria buildings, and it dlowed for the ability to add decorative
features to the facades. Vertica pilagters and horizontal goandrds and dringcourses ussd onthe
facades of many of these buildings created articulated grids that often featured alively interplay
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of dements, especidly brick corbeling. Door and window openings were generaly cgpped by
sgmentd archesthat transferred the weight of the brick wall above the openings to the wall area

between them. Molded brick surrounds emphasized the arched door and window openings of the
facade. Thisdesign aeshetic for nineteenth-century industria buildings, as well as for some
other types of buildings, is often referred to as the American round-arched style (Bradley, 230,
233-235).

The ninegteenth-century industrial desgn aesthetic isreflectedin the buildings of the
sscond phase of tobacco factory congmction in Fledmont North Carolina, including buildings
#3, 8, and |1in the Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increase. These buildings are brick, of
multiple gories, and rectangular in shgpe with the depth of the building being much longer than
the width. Thefront and rear gable ends are hidden behind sepped pargpets, arguably the most
defining feature of late-nineteenth-century tobacco factoriesin the Pledmont and largely
digtinctive from industrial buildings erected earlier in the nineteenth century and later in the
twentieth century. Often these buildings feature decorative brickwork on the faBade, such as
pands, window hood molds, and corbeling. Windows are typically segmentd-arched. The
buildings compresson stmctura sysem alowsfor vast open interior goeces with wood floors,
open ceilings, exposed brick walls, heavy-timber support posts and beams, and no nails. While
sometobacco buildings took other forms, such as the Warehouse (building #12) on the west Sde
of the 300 block of Willow Street, and some other industries mede use of the form with stepped-
end gables, by and large thisform is emblematic of the tobacco industry.

The Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factories No. 1 (building #11) and No. 2 (building #8) on
the west sde of the 300 and 200 blocks of Willow Street, respectively, and the Tobacco L eaf
House (building #3) a the southeest comer of Willow and West Ok dregts are excdllent
representatives of this mogt typical form of tobacco industry buildings erected during the late
nineteenth century. Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 1, built ca 1888, isa three-and-a
half-story, brick, rectangular smcture with a stepped-pargpet gable roof, athree-bay fagade, and
ssgmenta-arched windows. The fagade is decorated with dightly projecting brick pilasters and
double-layer dentil courses above each of thefloors, creating apanded effect. The 1892 Sparger
Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 2 is afour-and-a-haf-story, brick, rectangular building with a
depped pargpet front-gable roof, a six-bay-wide fagade, and segmentd-arched doors ad
windows. While the sdes and rear of the building are plain, the fa8ade is omamented with brick
pilagters, horizontal corbded bands between each floor, corbe ed hood molds over the windows,
and acorbeled comice. The Tobacoo Lesf House, built in the first decede of the twentieth
century, is atwo-and-a-half-story brick building with asepped-pargpet gable roof and a north
fa8ade with irregular fenestration. Most windows arefl at-headed, rather than segmentd-arched.
Unlike the two Sparger Brothers factories, the Tobacco Leaf House is dmost completely
unomamented.
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Along with the R, Roberts Leaf Tobacco House (Renfro Mill, NR 2000), which dands a
the northeest comer of Willow and West Ok dreets and is nearly identical in sze, form, and
detail to Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 2 (building #8), the tobacco buildingsin the
Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increese form the core of Mount Airy's tobacco district,
which was centered on the intersection of Willow and West Oak dreetsjust west of Mount
Airy's commercid Main Street. Sanbom Maps show that there were other tobacco buildings
located near these buildings, but they no longer gand. Two examples of the typein Mount Airy
aurvive. The late-1890s addition to the frame Hadley, Smith and Company Plug Tobacco Factory
on W. Fine Stredt is athree-and-a-hdf-story brick smcture with stepped-pargpet gable ends and
ssgmenta-arched windows. The ca. 1890 Globe Tobacco Warehouse on South Main Street isa
one-and-a-haf-gtory brick ssmcture with stepped-pargpet gable ends and round-arched
fenedtration.

Elsawhere in Surry County, the Dodson Brothers Tobacco Factory in Pilot Mountain no
longer stands, but an early-twentieth-century photograph shows that the ca. 1900 brick building
exhibited the same form as the Mount Airy tobacco buildings with its two-and-a-haf-story
height, sepped-pargpet gable ends, and segmenta-arched windows. Other examples of the
building typein this areaof the sate but outsde Surry County include the H. K. Reid Leaf
House and the E. M. Redd and Company Leaf House, both built by 1885 in Reidsville
(Rockingham Co) Both are three-and-a-hdf-story brick smctures with stepped-pargpet gable
ends and segmentd-arched windows with brick hood molds. In Wingon-Sdem (Forsyth Co.),
theca 1890W. F. Smith and Sons Leaf House is afour-and-a-haf-story stuccoed-brick building
with sepped-pargpet gable ends and segmentd-arched windows. The 1891 Bird's Eye View of
Wington-Sdem shows that there were many other examples in the city's burgeoning tobacco
district, but thesewere replaced by later buildings. Inall, the surviving examples of thisbuilding
type are only afraction of what once existed, making the group of tobacco buildings in the
Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increese dl the more significant. (The above discusson
is basad primarily on the author's architectura survey work in piedmont North Carolina, the
Sanbom mgpsfor Mount Airy, the 1891 Bird's Eye View of Winston-Sadem, the author's Smple
Treasures: The Architectural Legecy of Surry County and Reidsville, North Carolina: An
Inventory of Historic and Architectural Resources, and the author's National Register
nomination for Renfro Mill in Mount Airy.)

The vad interior Soeces characteridtic of the tobacco buildings were well suited to the
nesds of the textile industry, and when many of the tobacco factoriesand leaf housescdosed in
the early yearsof the twentieth century, gppard manufacturers took over the reedy-mede soaces
This was tme for the tobacco factoriesand leaf house within the boundary increase, which
became Mount Airy Knitting Company (later Spencer’sinc.) and d<o for the R, Roberts Ledf
Tobacco Building outsde the boundary increese, which became the Renfro (Hosiery) Mill. The
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Globe Tobacco Warehouse and the Hadley, Smith and Company Plug Tobacco Factory were
taken over by local textile companiesfor sorage (Phillips, Smple Treasures, 184-185).

When the Mount Airy Knitting Company built two-story brick manufacturing additions
to its plant on the west Sde of Willow Street beginning in 1949, these additions continued the
use of the wide-open interior goeces that hed characterized the tobacco buildings. However,
ingtead of having a heavy-timber post-and-beam dructura system, these additions were built
with agted pogt-and-beam system. One mgjor adjusment to the buildings camein the last two
decades of the twentieth century, when the windows were bricked-up. Before air conditioning,
the numerous windows i n the manufacturing buildings were essentid for air circulation. The
ingtallation of air conditioning inthe mill buildingsin 1979 and 1980 provided the ability to
control the interior environment, and blocking up the windows contributed to that. This ateration
was not just characterigtic of the buildingsin Mount Airy, but was industry-wide for older mill
buildings that continued in use until recent years.

Commercid buildings make up the other buildings in the boundary increese area. They
include buildings#1, 2,4, 5, 6, 7, and 13, all one- and two-gtory brick buildings. Five were
erected inthe 1920s and the other two were built inthe 1940s These buildings are representative
of thosethat were erected on Mount Airy's secondary commercid dredts, rather than on Main
Street, the primary commercia thoroughfare. The buildings on Main Street, which are included
in the Mount Airy Historic District, were built primarily from the 1890sthrough the 1920sand
are arich collection of mostly two and three-story brick or granite-faced structures. Mogt are
very stylish, with agood ded of omamentation in wood, brick, and granite befitting Mount
Airy's center of commerce.

Commercid buildings on the secondary dregts are generdly of smpler desgn and ae
mostly one and two stories. Thaose on Market Street, which pardles and lies between Main
Street and Willow Street, date primarily fromthe 1920s and are doin the Mount Airy Historic
District. Two-story buildings are on the eest Sde of the dredt, but those on the west Sde ae all
one story. Although they are much smpler in design than their counterparts on Main Stre<t,
someof these buildings still include handsome omamentation, including pattemed brickwork
with granite trim and classicd ball finials aop pilagers. Others, including thosethat gand north
of 235 Market Street, ae totally plain savefor ashdlow brickwork pand in the upper faBade.

The commercia buildings on Willow Strest and West Oak Street, being two dreets avay
fromMain Street, are characterized by their smplicity. Their location surrounding Willow
Street'sindustria buildings probably contributed to their no-nonsense gopearance when built.
Thesebuildings ae compatible with the Mount Airy Historic District, and they provide agood
setting for the architecturaly significant industrial buildings that they surround. Two - buildings
#7 and 13 - include some decorative dements, such as brick pands, smple corbeling, dentil
ocourses, and a shdlow gepped pargpet, but the others, & most, meke use of brick soldier courses
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to outline storefronts, windows, or comices. Buildings#2 and 5 havetotally plain facades.

During the third quarter of the twentieth century, the commercid buildings in the
boundary incresse were all purchased by Spencer’s, Inc. and wereinterconnected with the other
Spencer's buildings. Somewere usad for more office goace, while others were used for
manufacturing processes or to accommodate packing and shipping activities. Around 1980, all of
their windows and storefronts were endosed with brick, as were the windows of the industrial
buildings. (The storefront on building #1 hesbeen fully re-opened.) Neverthdess, the outlines of
the storefront openings arestill visible, and the massing, materids, and features of the masonry
facades of theseformer commercid buildings remain intact. Although they are currently
conddered noncontributing resourcesin the historic district boundary increese because of their
enclosed storefronts, these buildings have the potentia to be contributing resourcesif their
gorefronts are re-opened in thefuture.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increeseis shown by the heavy solid
black line on the accompanying district map, drawn to ascdeto 1" = 100.

Boundary Justification .

The boundary of the Mount Airy Historic District Boundary Increese is drawn to encompess the
cohesive collection of historic industria resources associated with the Sparger Brothers Tobacco
Company and the Mount Airy Knitting Mills and the historic commercia resources adjacent to
thoseindudtrial buildings and later integrated with them. The boundary joins asection of the
westem boundary of the Mount Airy Historic District (NR 1985).

PHOTOGRAPHS
The following information for #1-5 gpplies to all nomination photographs.

1) Mount Airy Higtoric District Boundary Incresse

2) MountAiry, Surry County, North Carolina

3) LauraA. W. Phillips

4) December 2011

5) CD: NCHPO, Raeigh, North Caralina o f Vi: ,

6-7) 1. Stregtscape, 200 block Willow Street, view to north

2. Stregtscape, eadt 9de 200 block Willow Street, view to northeast

3. Stregtscape, between Buildings#8 and 11, view to eedt up West Ok Street to Main
Stret

4. Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factory No. 2, west Sde 200 block Willow Street, view to
northwest

5. Stregtscape, intersection of West Oak and Willow dreets, view to southwest

6. Stredtscape, south sde 200 block West Ok Street, view to southeest

7. Stregtscgpe, Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factories No. 1 and No. 2, west sde 300 and
200 blocks Willow Street, view to southwest

8 Strestscgpe west Sde 300 and 200 blocks Willow Street, view to southwest

9: Rear additions to Sparger Brothers Tobacco Factories No. 1 and No. 2, view to eest
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Soargar Brothers Tobeooo Factory (Building #11) - photo ca 1888
(Courtesy Mount Airy Musaum of Higtory)
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