INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

- Pito0c4 54

Fnrlm }83%00 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: :
(July ) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Fanneets ot
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
A - Titehfielid

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

APK «bv 1972

C CMMON:

IInian Nenat

ANDG/OR HISTORIC:

Ko

CITY OR TOWN:

Horth Canaan

STATE CODE |COUNTY:

nnecticut

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
{7} District Building [ Public Public Acquisition: K] Occupied Yes:
[ Site [ Strueture Private In Process O] Unoccupied [[]1 Restricted
] Object 1 Both [1 Being Considered [ Preservation work O Unrestricted
in progress i1 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{7} Agricultural O Gevernment O Park ] Transportation [ Comments
[] Commercial {3 Industrial [3 Private Residence 1 Other (Specity)

[] Educational O Military ] Religious

[ Entertainment ] Museum [J Scientific

CWNER'S N AME: Y ﬂ
o >
Pern Central S %
STREET ANDC NUMBER: f:g I"'I
0
S
CITY OR TOWN: covE [
=
k o+
COURTH '

Town Hall o+ &

STREET AND NUMBER: % >,
F;) .
l-h
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE E,
ey
rth Cannan Connecticut 09
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Connecticut Historic Structures and Landmarks Survey 1.
DATE OF SURVEY: 1964 [ Federal 'K State [ County O Local t\; 2
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ch =z
0
? ‘y e ! . - s . - — 1) w
Conmnecticutl HistoricaliCommission Knic
STREET AND NUMBER: N b4
o
5L Pratt Street )
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: coDE T

Hartford Connecticut 09 5

m




{Check One)
] Excellent [ Geod Fair [ Deteriorated [J Ruins [J Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

{J Altered Unaltered [J Moved X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Canaan Station, formally known as Union Depot, was built by the,
Aousatonic and Connecticut iestern Railroads in 187%// There are two long
wines at right angles to each other, each on a different railroad line.
Tach wing is ninety feet long, has spacious »latforms, and a wide, protec~
tive roof. The building is two stories high, and at the southwestern corney,
‘which forms the junction of tte two railroads, is a large tower, with' rooms
for the accorzodation of the telegraph operators. The second story has
several roo.s, once suitable for family occuvation. 7Tn one of the larger
of these rooms is a semi-circular counter, twenty feet long, designed for a
lunch-roon or "Twenty minutes for dinner.®

The exterior has board and batten siding. The roofs of the wings are low
hipped, and each has a chimney, indicating the comfort once available.
Traceful arches top the large sliding doors on the first level and the
numerous windows on the second. The eaves extend more than a foot and
have brackets and drops, neatly finishing the roof line. Windows are of
meny Sizes; mostly they are double-hung and rownd-headed, of L/L or 5/6
sash on the second level, and 6/6, L/L, or 6/3 on the first. Also on the
first level are little round windows with L panes, and over the larger

waiting room doors are 3-pane lights, slightly arched.

The station is now unused except for a small amount of freight traffic,
but it has remained untolched. The old benches with curved backs and

the ticket window are still there. The interior is closed, with only a
few rooms on the south side occupied. Some space is rented to a grain

company and to REA; neither of these uses is detrimental to the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

North Canaan, although a small town, was an important town to railroads,
Tor it came at_the junction of the Connecticut Vestern Railroad and the
Housatonic Railroad; these were later known, respectively, as the Central
New Zngland, which ran from Hartford to Poughkeepsie, and the Berkshire
Division of the ew Tork, Wew [laven, and Hartford Railroad, now the

“enn Central.

An article in Canaan's newspaper, "Connecticut estern News", on December 6
1872, said of the station: "The new Union Depot was completed on Decenmber 2
872> It is a grand structure indeed...The depot, sc complete and elegant
in"every feature, was designed by Chiel Engineer Shunk. The carpentry

vas under the supervision of C,H. Bundy/of Lakeville, a general contractor,
cabinetmaker, and maker of coffins. The masonry was done by Kilmeyp, of
Canaan." The station.is done is a "Victorianl stvle, but it is not
typical of the usual "Victorian® depots, so commonly built at this time,

as ‘the railroads were booming. The Canaan Station is distinctive for its
graceful lines, the interesting and well-integrated tower, and, of course,
its size. The town was very proud of its new station. Tonderful anvle
pies were baked there and sold to passengers by .‘aggie Reilly, who became
famous in the early 1900's as a result of the praise of me. Zrnestine
Schumann-Yeink, the Terman opera star. James B. Rutledge, now in his 80's,
still ovms the Canfield Tnn, across the street from the station. He
recently recalled the stops made by President Franklin D, Roosevlet on his
way home to Iyde Park.

Passenger service was discontinued in April, 1971. Since_then only freizht
has rone through Canaan., There is much interest in restoring the old
station; it would be a wonderful terminus for excursion trips to the
Berkshires and surrounding foothills. A museum and library containing
railroad and industrial exhibits is one of the prime interests of those
concerned with future yse of Union Depot. The opportunity for the town

to purchase t'e i i;iiifbm Penn Central was recently rejected (lovember

L, 1971), witho é!%?djpé§<$qtl. sides are negotiating.
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Fartford Times, Saturday, July 29i91967’

Hartford Times, Thursday, Yay 6, 1971, p. 1B.

Notepaper featuring the railroad station at North Canaan, printed by the
Connecticut Railroad Historical Association, Inc.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [J] Local ﬂ
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