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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The King Caesar House i s located on King Caesar Road i n Duxbury. The house s i t s on a 
s l i g h t elevation on Powder Point overlooking Duxbury Bay and the Weston Wharf. A low 
stone w a l l and white picket fence separates the house property from the road. The 
posts of the center gate are topped by urns. The Ihi acres of land surrounding the 
building are meticulously maintained. The grounds include t a l l shade trees, f i r trees, 
topiary shrubbery, sloping lawns and formal gardens. The wharf l i e s d i r e c t l y south of 
the house, across King Caesar Road on the Bay. I t includes 3/4 of a acre of additional 
property, also w e l l landscaped. The surrounding area i s r e s i d e n t i a l , consisting p r i ­
marily of large l o t s with summer and year round homes. 

The Federal s t y l e , brick-end house was b u i l t i n 1808 by Ezra Weston I I , known as "King 
Caesar." The o r i g i n a l T-plan structure i s two stories with a hip roof and four t a l l 
inside end chimneys, two on each side elevation. The south facade, rear elevation, 
and e l l s are sheathed i n clapboards painted yellow. The trimwork i s painted white. 
Cornerboards are wide and pl a i n . Fenestration i s 6/6 with s l i g h t l y projecting l i n t e l s 
and s i l l s , a l l framed by louvered shutters. The o r i g i n a l T-plan form was added on to 
sometime ago with e l l s on the rear (north) elevation. 

The f i v e bay wide, symmetrical facade faces south. Stone steps lead to the three panel 
wooden door. I t i s flanked by leaded glass s i d e l i g h t s , and headed by a leaded glass 
fan with keystone. Directly overhead on the second story i s a 6/6 window with side­
l i g h t s . The west elevation i s four bays deep with a s l i g h t l y o f f center door topped by 
a shaped l i n t e l . 

The north elevation has a gabled dormer with nine l i g h t s on either side of the o r i g i n a l 
two story e l l . An early two story addition extends from t h i s e l l and presently houses 
a museum. The ridge roof of the addition carries a small, white steeple and a b e l l 
which i s said to have been brought to Duxbury on a Weston vessel. The vessel allegedly 
overcame a privateer which had stolen the b e l l from a Caribbean mission. A one story 
enclosed shed runs along the west elevation of the addition. I t has a door at the 
southern end by the summer kitchen e l l . The central space of the porch has two 6 l i g h t 
casements which are separated by a stained glass window. Projecting from the west ele­
vation of the addition i s a one story, ridge roofed e l l . This e l l houses the summer 
kitchen. The e l l i s also connected to the o r i g i n a l house by a small glass porch. The 
e l l facade has an entrance at the western end and a small 6/6 window at the eastern end. 
The center of the e l l facade i s occupied by a large, m u l t i - l i g h t , segmentally arched win­
dow with balustrade. The west (rear) elevation of the e l l has a window at i t s northern 
end and two windows above i n the gable. There i s a small end chimney overhead. The 
north elevation of the e l l has an eastern end door flanked by a single window to the 
east and t r i p l e windows to the west. A f l a t roof dormer with two windows rises over­
head. A triangular gable rises from the roof above. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house retains fine wood d e t a i l i n g : omate molding, carved and convo­
luted ballusters, and i n t e r i o r shutters. The spacious rooms have high ceilings. One 
of the front parlors retains o r i g i n a l Dufour wallpaper, "Les Incas"; the other parlor 
has o r i g i n a l "Le Pare Francais" wallpaper a t t r i b u t e d to Jaquemart and Barnard. The 
gracious staircase i n the center h a l l rises to a balcony on two sides of the upper h a l l 
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which serves the bedrooms. The public rooms are furnished with period pieces, 
many of which belonged to the Weston family. Paintings of members of the family 
and of other prominent people associated with the area and times hang on the walls. 

The o r i g i n a l barn stands to the rear of the house and serves as a meetinghouse for 
the museum. The Duxbury Rural and H i s t o r i c a l Society Inc. acquired the property 
i n 1965 by public subscription. The house serves as the Society's headquarters 
and i s opened to hundreds of v i s i t o r s each summer. 
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The King Caesar House i s s i g n i f i c a n t for the qua l i t y of i t s architecture and as 
the home of a prominent l o c a l family. I t is the fine s t Federal style structure i n 
Duxbury. The builder, Ezra Weston II,was a leading American shipbuilder. The 
house occupies an a t t r a c t i v e location and faces south towards the Weston's harbor. 

Ezra Weston acquired the name "King Caesar" because of his business acumen and 
success i n shipbuilding and shipping. The Weston family were farmers o r i g i n a l l y . 
Weston was engaged i n shipping by 1764, and af t e r serving i n the Revolution, he 
returned to the growing trade. Duxbury developed as a shipping center during the 
years 1764-98, and Weston's affluence grew with the fortunes of the town. With 
his success he purchased more land i n and around Duxbury to increase his ship­
building complex. I n 1798 Weston's son, Ezra I I , joined as a partner i n Ezra 
Weston and Son. The partnership continued u n t i l the father's death i n 1822. 
Ezra I I inherited the large holdings, an active business, and the nickname "King 
Caesar." He proved w e l l educated i n shipbuilding and shipping a f f a i r s . "King 
Caesar" married Jerusha Bradford, a member of another prominent Duxbury family, 
and the s i s t e r of several successful l o c a l shipmasters. Weston was one of 
the founders of the Duxbury Bank and served as the f i r s t president of this bank 
i n 1833; his son, Gershom, was the second. 

The Weston holdings included farms for ships' provisions, a ropewalk, a forge shop 
for tools and ship hardware, a cotton m i l l for s a i l c l o t h , a s a i l l o f t , and a ten 
acre shipyard. Ninety-nine vessels were b u i l t and owned by the Westons between 
1800 and 1842. Among them was "Smyrna", the f i r s t American ship to enter the 
Black Sea. "Hope" was Weston's largest vessel. B u i l t i n 1841, i t measured 159' long 
and weighed 880 tons. 

Captain Arthur H. Clark, a r e l i a b l e maritime h i s t o r i a n , claimed, "Ezra Weston was 
the most famous of the old-time Boston shipowners - the Westons were easily the 
largest shipowners i n the U.S." Daniel Webster, while a resident of nearby 
Marshfield, referred to Ezra Weston I I as "...the largest shipowner, probably i n 
the United States. During the past year he has made what might suffice for two or 
three fortunes of moderate size." One of Mr. Webster's t a l l clocks now stands i n 
the h a l l of the King Caesar house. 
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PAUL GUZZI 

October 11, 1977 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
OAHP, National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find nomination forms for the following properties; 

1. Bedford, Nathaniel Page Homestead 
2. Cambridge, Harvard Lampoon Building 
3. Duxbury, King Caesar House 

These properties have been reviewed and voted by the State Review 
Board and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW/ed 
enc. 
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