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The King Caesar House i slocated on King Caesar Road i nDuxbury. The house sits on a
slight elevation on Powder Point overlooking Duxbury Bay and t he Weston Wharf. Al ow
stone wall and white picket fence separates the house property fromtheroad. The
posts of thecenter gate aretopped by urns. The lhi acres of |and surroundingthe
building aremeticul ouslymaintained. The grounds includetall shade trees, fir trees,
topiary shrubbery, sloping laws and formal gardens. The wharf lies directly south of
the house, across King Caesar Road on theBay. | tincludes 3/4 of a acre of additional
property, also well landscaped. The surrounding area i sresidential, consisting pri-
marily of large lots with summer and year round hones.

The Federal style, brick-end house was huilt i n 1808 by Ezra Weston | |, known as "King
Caesar." The original T-plan structure i stwo stories with a hip roof and four tall
inside end chimeys, two on each side elevation. The south facade, rear elevation,
and ells are sheathed i nclapboards painted yellow. The trimwork i spaintedwhite.
Cornerboards arew de and plain. Fenestrationi s6/6 with slightly projecting lintels
and sills, all framed by louvered shutters. The original T-plan formwas added onto
sonetime agowith ells on therear (north) elevation.

The five bay wi de, symmetrical facade faces south. Stone steps lead tothethree panel
wooden door. | ti sflanked by leaded glass sidelights, and headed by a | eaded glass
fan with keystone. Directly overhead on t hesecond story i sa 6/6 windowwith side-

lights. The west elevation i sfour bays deep with a slightly off center door topped by
a shaped lintel.

The north elevation has a gabled dorner with nine lights on either side of theoriginal
two story ell. An early two story addition extends fromthis el | and presently houses
a museum The ridge roof of theaddition carries a small, white steeple and a bell
which i ssaid tohave been brought t o Duxbury on a Weston vessel. The vessel allegedly
overcane a privateer which had stolen thebell froma Caribbean m ssion. A one story

encl osed shed runs along the west elevation of theaddition. |t has a door at the
southern end by t he sumrer kitchen ell. The central space of theporch has two 6 |ight
casements which are separated by a stained glass window Projecting fromthe west ele-
vation of theaddition i sa one story, ridge roofedell. This ell houses thesumrer
kitchen. The ell i salso connected totheoriginal house by a small glass porch. The
el facade has an entrance at t hewestern end and a small 6/6 wi ndow at t heeastern end.
The center of theell facade i soccupied by a large, multi-light, segmentally arched win-

dow wi th balustrade. The west (rear) elevation of theell has aw ndow at i ts northern
end and two wi ndows above i nt hegable. There i sa small end chimey overhead. The
north elevation of theell has an eastern end door flanked by a single windowto the
east and triple windows tothewest. A flat roof dornmer with two w ndows rises over-
head. A triangular gable rises fromtheroof above.

The interior of thehouse retains fine wood detailing: omate molding, carved and convo-
luted ballusters, and interior shutters. The spacious roons have high ceilings. Qe

of thefront parlors retains original Dufour wallpaper, "Les Incas"; theother parlor
has original "Le Pare Francais" wallpaper attributed toJaquemart and Barnard. The
gracious staircase i nthecenter hall rises toa balcony on two sides of theupper hall
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which serves thebedroons. The public roons are furnished with period pieces,
nmany of which belonged totheWston famly. Paintings of menbers of thefamly
and of other prom nent people associatedwith thearea and times hang on t hewalls.

The original barn stands totherear of the house and serves as a nmeetinghouse f or
the museum The Duxbury Rural and Historical Society Inc. acquiredtheproperty

in 1965 by public subscription. The house serves as t he Society's headquarters
and i s opened t o hundreds of visitors each sumer.
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The King Caesar House i ssignificant for thequality of itsarchitecture and as
the home of a promnent local famly. It isthefinest Federal style structure i n
Duxbury. Thebuilder, Ezra Weston |l,was a | eading Anerican shipbuilder. The
house occupies anattractive location andfaces south towards the Wston's harbor.

Ezra Weston acquired t henane "King Caesar" because of his business acunen and
success i nshipbuilding andshipping. TheWston fam |y were farmers originally.
West on was engaged i nshipping by 1764, andafter serving i ntheRevolution, he
returned t othegrowing trade. Duxbury devel oped as a shipping center duringthe
years 1764-98, andWston's affluence grewwith thefortunes of thetown. Wth
his success he purchased nore land i nandaround Duxbury t oincrease his ship-

building complex. | n1798 Wston's son, Ezra | |, joined as a partner i nEzra
Weston and Son. The partnership continued until thefather's death i n 1822.
Ezra | I'inherited thelarge holdings, anactive business, andt henickname "King

Caesar." He proved well educated i nshipbuilding andshipping affairs. "King
Caesar" married Jerusha Bradford, a nenber of another prom nent Duxbury family,
and thesister of several successful local shipmasters. Wston was one of
the founders of t heDuxbury Bank andserved as t hefirst president of this bank
in 1833; hi s son, Gershom was t he second.

The Weston holdings included farnms for ships' provisions, a ropewalk, a forge shop
for tools andship hardware, a cotton mill for sailcloth, asail loft, anda ten
acre shipyard. Ninety-nine vessels were built andowned by the Westons between
1800 and 1842. Among themwas "Snyrna", thefirst American ship t o enter the
Black Sea. "Hope" was Wston's | argest vessel. Built i n1841, i t measured 159' |ong
and wei ghed 880 tons.

Captain Arthur H Clark, a reliable maritime historian, claimed, "Ezra Wstonwas
the nost famous of theold-time Boston shipowners - the Westons were easilythe
| argest shipowners i ntheUS" Daniel Webster, while a resident of nearby

Marshfield, referred toEzra Weston | | as "...the largest shipowner, probably i n
the United States. During thepast year he has nade what m ght suffice for two or
three fortunes of noderate size." e of M. Webster's tall clocks nowstands i n

the hall of theKing Caesar house.
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PAUL GUZZI

Cctober 11, 1977

M. Charles Herrington

Regi stration Branch

National Register

OYP, National Park Service
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed please find nomnation forns for the follow ng properties;

1. Bedford, Nathaniel Page Honestead
2. Canbridge, Harvard Lanpoon Buil di ng
3. Duxbury, King Caesar Huse

These properties have been reviewed and voted by the State Review
Board and signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Patricia L Vsl owski
Survey Director . o
Massachusetts Historical Commssion

A Wed
enc.
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