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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wisteria Hotel faces west on the corner of Hampton and Central Avenue, across the 
railroad tracks from the Illinois Central and Gulf Depot in Winona, Mississippi. 
Constructed in 1910, the three-and-a-half-story frame structure measures seven 
bays across the facade (west) and eleven bays across the north and south elevations, 
with a truncated hip roof. An oversized gabled dormer centered on the facade is 
finished with a Palladian window and heavy boxed cornice with returns. Two smaller 
gabled dormers flank a central gabled section along the roofline of the south ele 
vation. Dormers and roof peaks were formerly topped with metal crockets. A triple- 
tiered gallery (no longer extant) supported by Tuscan columns curved around the 
facade and across the south elevation. The gallery will be reconstructed during 
the rehabilitation of the building by the present owners. A one-and-a-half-story 
gabley-roof annex extends approximately twenty feet at the southeast end of the east 
elevation, and is surmounted by a small gabled rectangular tower.

The interior plan consists of a lobby in the southwestern corner of the first floor, 
with a former dining room and kitchen located east of the lobby now divided into 
apartments. Corridors leading north and east from the lobby provide access to the 
rooms, which have been converted into apartments. Decorative features in the lobby 
are intact, such as the terrazzo floor, brass lighting fixtures, central wooden 
Corinthian column, and brass cash register. A four-run stair with massive paneled 
newel posts and spooled bannisters leads from the lobby to an unfinished fourth 
floor attic. All original millwork is intact, such as the five-paneled doors sur 
mounted by moveable transoms and framed by flat-faced architraves with carved 
corner blocks. Original furnishings including chairs, bureaus and iron bed frames 
remain in storage on the third floor.
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The Wisteria Hotel is a prominent Wiiiona landmark, associated from its construction 
date in 1910 with the Illinois Central Railroad and Southern Railroad lines through 
town. Its architectural significance is derived from the application of classical 
design elements on the large-scale Neo-Classical structure.

The Wisteria Hotel site was acquired by W. B. and Delia VanKirk in 1910, and the 
hotel was constructed during the same year(Montgomery Co., Miss., Deed Book 39:310). 
In its heyday during the 1920s and 1930s, the hotel was a center for the bustling 
hotel trade in Winona, accounted for by the numerous stopovers of trains of the 
Illinois Central and Southern railway passenger lines. The Wisteria and the Winona 
Hotel (situated across the street on the south side of Hampton Avenue) were also 
favorite stopping places for drummers (traveling salesmen) who peddled wares through 
the hotels 1 corridors, and set up showrooms in vacant chambers. When the Winona 
burned ca. 1935, the wisteria-laden galleries of the Wisteria Hotel caught fire 
and were destroyed.

As a well-known landmark for both travelers and local residents, the Wisteria Hotel 
has important contextual and architectural significance for the town of Winona. 
Its well-proportioned scale and quality of architectural detail will be enhanced 
following the rehabilitation of the structure by the present owners.
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Gold, Jack A., research consultant. Inspection of the Wisteria Hotel, June 23, 1979.

Middleton, Mrs. William A., owner of the Wisteria Hotel, interviewed by Jack A. Gold, 
research consultant, at Winona, Miss., June 23, 1979.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Part of Lot No. 50, all of Lot No. 51 and part of Lot No. 52 East of ICRR according 
to Official Plat of Winona, Miss., made by J. W. Mercer in 1894, containing one-and- 
one-half acres.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE___ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer DATE October 16, 1979

GPO 892.4R3



FHR-8-300A 
(11/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 1

9 - MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Mississippi Department of Archives and History Library, Jackson. Subject File 
R. H. Hunt.

Montgomery Co., Miss., Deed Book 39.


