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Address 136 El m Svect-

Hi storic Nane AMshouse
Original QOaner: Town of Stoneham
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Dat e 1852
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ARCH TECTURA. S OGN H GANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildingswithin the comunity.)

The S onehamA nshouse is one of the few intact 19th century poorhouses survivingin the
metropolitan Boston area. Built in 1852 as a poorhouse, the StonehamA nshouse is a

cl apboar ded wood frame structurerising tw and a half storiesfroma granite foun-
dation to a gable roof with deep projectingeaves. Tw 19th-century two-story side
ells and an ell to the rear append the five-bay-w de, two-bay-deep main block. A
20th-century two-story enclosed porch has been added to the west side ell; within

the last 20 years, a one-story shed roofed additionwass nade on the east el evation.

The sinple rectangular plan of the building, with end chimeys and a center hall, is
conservative for 1852 and reflects a utilitarian aPproach tothe building' s function.
The sinplicity and conservatism of the design is also eAldent i nthe overall lack of
detailing on the Al nshouse. The facade, containi n? 66 sash, features a central entry
with a Geek Revival surround of transomand full length sidelights; the shallow gabled
door hood over the entrance is a later addition. A so standing on the property is

a tvvol-gsztoory gabl e roofed bam constructed of rusticatedcast stone blocks, dating from
ca. .

HSTARCGL SANHCANE (Explain the role owners played in local or state history and
how the buildingrelates to the devel opnent of the comunity.)

The S oneham Al nshouse possesses integrity of location, setting, materials and association.
It issignificant as a rare surviving exanpl e of an inportant 19th-century building
t?/pe, the poorhouse, and for its associations with the care of the aged and indigent
of Soneham It neets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic P aces.

The S onehamA nshouse replaced an earlier al nshouse. The property was owned by Ms.
El'i zabeth Cutter in 186 and transferredto Cornelius Doyl e in 1851. The current
structure vas built in 1852 on 17 acres of land. Intended to house the "ol der
unfortunates," but not children, the al nshouse was enlarged in 1890. The large tract
of land was interrupted by 20th century subdivisions, but the entrance road |ined
with trees evokes it searlier appearance. The buildingis currentlyused as a
nursing hone.

B B G3AHY and/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Stevens, History of Soneham pp. 67, 169.
Mips: 1874 S onehamHopkins  Myp.
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Almshouse (Stoneham M R A)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CD resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

e appeal '

Substantive Review:
Reviewer's comments:

IH! sample CH request

Nomination returned for:

Working No..

Fed. Reg. Date: o-~fA-A

Date Due:

Action: ACCEPT.
Entered in the —RETURN,
national Bagl ster REJECT _

Federal Agency:

.technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition
4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
CD good I lruins
CD fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if lcnown) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

| | alterations/integrity
CD dates

| | boundary selection

° appea| CD NR decision
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
Status Present Use
Accessible
L no
Check one Check one
unaltered « original site
altered moved date.
oo o<t 1ft41,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph
CD completeness
CD clarity
[U applicable criteria
CD justification of areas checked
CD relating significance to the resource
CD context
CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception
CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000295



