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1. Name of Propertv

historic name Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location

Portions of Belrose, Fort Hill, High, Hoyt, Huntington, Park Avenue West, Porter, Porter Terrace, Rogers,
Sherman; and all of Hanks, Park Avenye, Waverly Sts.

street & number not for publication
city or town  Lowell vidnity
state Massachusetts code MA county Middlesex code 017 Zip code 01852

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thi**nomination

* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. Inmy opinion, the property
j6jTieets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide “Nocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

anature of certifying official/Title JuditirBI McDonough, Executive Director
Nlapsachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying offlcialH'itle Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nat/bnal Park Service Certification
I, heraoy certify that this property is: Date of Action
rentered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

X public-local X district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

EDUCATION: school

LANDSCAPE: park

RECREATION & CULTURE: outdoor recreation

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19"CENTURY: Greek Revival
LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne, Shingle Style
LATE 19*/EARLY 20* CENTURY: Colonial Revival

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
176 17 building
1 sites
structures
3 1 obiects
181 18 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

DOMESTIC: institutional housing
LANDSCAPE: park

RECREATION & CULTURE: outdoor recreation

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation granite

walls shingle, clapboard, brick
roof slate, asphalt
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District isaresidentid district centered around a 34-acre parkland in
an outlying easterly section of Lowell. It encompessss the areafrom High Street eeastward to Huntington
and Hanks Streets, and from the southem boundary of Rogers Fort Hill Park north to Porter Street. It
comprises mogt of the areahistorically known in the nineteenth century as the Zadock Rogers Farm, and
is gpproximately 64 acresinsize. Thedistrict hes three distinct character-defining features. 1) the large
expan=e of open, gentle rolling landscape in the lower park; 2) the stegp wooded hillside and plateau of
Fort Hill; and 3) the many grestscgpesof resdentia properties, mostly single-family, which range from
moderately-sized to severd of substantid scde. The properties date primarily from the 1830s to the
19205, the period during which most of the parcds were sold off and developed. Thedistrict containsa
total of 19 resources, of which 181 are contributing and 18 are noncontributing. There are 176
contributing buildings, 1 contributing site, 3 contributing objects, and 1 contributing structure. There are
17 noncontributing buildings and 1 noncontributing object. Of the 176 contributing buildings, 133 are
resdences and 43 are rdlated carriage houses and garages. Of the 17 noncontributing buildings, 2 are
dtered properties, and the other 15 are smal Cape and Colonia-style homes built after the period of
significance or minor modem shedsand garages. The properties are mostly in good to excdlent
condition, athough there is one vacant, boarded home, and severd others are in nesd of coametic repairs.
Severd have been modernized in wayswhich partially compromisetheir historic designs.

Thedigrict's topography is generdly level, except for the segp rise of Fort Hill a itssoutherly end. It is
part of a larger section of the city which rises upwards from the Concord River a itswestem edgeto the
peek of Bevidere Hill severd blocksto the eest. Thisdope ismogt noticesble on Rogers Street, which
rises gently to the eedt s it passes the Moody School and Rogers Hall. Mogt of the individual
dregtscgpes ae generaly level, excgpt along Huntington and Hanks Streets, where the homes on the eest
dde of the greet are st up from the sidewak on adight knoll. The streetsare laid out in a rectilinear
grid, except adong the park's borders, where Park Avenue Eagt and Park Avenue West follow the curve of
the park's edges. Rogers and High Stregts are long, wide, busy streets. The other Sredts are narrower
and quieter infeeling. Most of the houses are Stuated in straight rows, quite dose to the greet andto
one ancther, with tiny yards in the front and rear. Lotsare larger in the areaeedt of the park, wherethe
housss are more soread gpart, with larger yards and more mature trees and landscepe.

Rogers Fort Hill Park isthe focal point of the district which gradualy evolved around it (MAP #95;
Photographs #9,11,12; Attachments 1,3-8). The lower (northerly) portion of Rogers Fort Hill Park
was congtructed between 1904 and 1911 according to designs by the Olmsted Brothers of Brookline,
Massschusatts 1t dopesdightly upward a itseastemn side. The centra entrance drive. Park Avenue,
remans initsorigina location off Rogers Street, athough the flanking eight-foot wide footpaths are no
longer gpparent. An enormous em tree which stood east of the drive throughout the nineteenth century
hes been replaced by rows of mature deciduous trees on either Sde of the drive. Eagt and west of the
entrance roadway, open lawns now replace the many formal gardensof the early-twentieth century
Olmgted design. To the eest dose to Rogers Street isahillock planted with small flowering trees. South
of this, an iron fence encircles arockpile where once aformal fountain and lily pond sood: The concrete
edging of the original quatrefoil-shaped pond remains. West of the drive, the park isan open doping
lawn with severd narrow paved footpaths, afew wooden benches and arow of large treestowards the
High Strest edge. Copies of historic Olmsted landscgpe drawings (Attachments 5-8) show the original
planting plans for thisportion of the park.

(continued)
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At the eest end of Park Avenue, two massive granite columns 135 feet high and 7.5 feet wide mark the
1886 entranceto the origina park, which was designed by Ernest W. Bowditch of Boston. They are of
rough-hewn granite ashlar masonry with conica cgps. Each bearsacarved plague with the inscription

"Rogers Fort Hill Park." Inside one isatime cgpaule placed there by the Rogers sgters a the time of
construction.

The upper (southerly) portion of RogersFort Hill Park, previoudy known as Fort Hill, rises steeply on all
ddesto form an devated knoll 175 feet abovethe city and surrounding area. Itsorigina design isshown
in Attachment 3. Atits pesk dlevation of 267 fedt, it offers mgjegtic viewsinall directions. At the besg
paved roadways designed and built as part of Bowditch's plan and known as Park Avenue Eagt and Park
Avenue West run from the driveway to the adjoining stregts. At the baseof the hill onthe eest Sde
dandsa amall opentair structure on a square cobblestone base Built in 1836 as awaerhouse shdter, the
origina hipped supergructure with exposad rafters rested on four squat square pods. The superstructure
hes bean replaced by narrow wooden supports and a lighter hipped roof

Following the sameroute as in Bowditch'sdesign, anarrow paved roadway winds up the hill's westem
dde, curving around to acircular loop a the plateau which hes been kept deared since the park was
built. A sscondary original drivebuilt into the curve of the eestern dope isstill in place but is blocked
off with abarrier a itslower end. A large outcropping of rock dts aop the hill. At the pesk were
markers describing distant views, but these no longer survive. Aflagpoleand an historic cannon added
during the twentieth century have also been subsequently removed. (Vandalism was arecurring problem
for many years) A number of intersecting footpaths leed out from the plateau and down the hill. At the
time of its construction, the rocky open dope previoudy usad for grazing was deared of mog of its
boulders. The hillsides were then planted with many small trees and flowering shrubs planted in groves
dong the curved pathways. (See Attachments 1and 3.) Now, treesand landscape have matured and the
hillsides are thickly wooded and overgrown, adthough evidence of the origina footpaths remans in many
locations.

The architectural properties within the district range in 9ze from narrow, modest single and two-family
homesontiny lotsaong Fort Hill Avenue, Porter, and Astor Streetsto severd very substantia, gracious
properties on Huntington and Hanks Streets and Belrose and Hoyt Avenues. The two very prominent
properties a the district's center, the Moody School and Rogers Hall, form afocal point dong the park's
edge Their highvisibility and strong massng anchor the center of the district. The result isa district
with astrong central focus and an outlying areaof neatly-gridded stregtscapes of primarily Quean Anne
and Colonid Reviva-stylehomes The digtrict contains an interesting mix of houses as evidence of the
intense speculative development pattern which marked its growth as one of Lowell's fashionable new
resdentid aressduring the 1890s and early twentieth century.

The digtrict's boundaries are primarily defined by the reer property lines of its individual buildings,
creating within it an array of sdlf-contained streetscapes. Within eech strestscape, both Sdes of the street
contribute to the quiet, peaceful ambiance and sense of remaoteness from the city's downtown and
industrial arees. The conggtent grid pattem was asandard development technique, seen dsoin the
Highlands and Centralville areas of Lowell which were laid out earlier in the ningteenth century. The
rapid population expanson and market demand for individually-owned homesresulted in many homes
being built speculatively within ashort period. Thus, there is much uniformity in stylistic detailson
many dreets.

(continued)
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At the digtrict's center isitslargest and oldest property, the Gresk Reviva-style Zadock Rogers Edtate.
Elsawhere in the digtrict, the two most commonly featured architectura styles are the Queen Anne ad
Colonia Revival. Many of the Quean Anne homes on Fort Hill Avenue and Huntington Street were built
in the 1880s and 1890s Severd others from this period are Shingle or Stick Style, while mogt of the
trangitional and Colonial Revival homes are from the early yearsof the twentieth century. There are d 0
anumber of more modest Colonia Revival homes dating from the 1920sto 1940s which were built on
some of the remaining open parcels.

Among the district's properties are the following, listed here in chronological order. Numbers in
parentheses refer to the attached Sketch Map, followed by MHC Inventory Numbers when these exi;
then Photograph Number. Properties are named for their origina owner whenever historic
documentation was availableto provide such information.

The earliest surviving property within the digtrict isthe Zadock Rogers House (now Rogers Hall) a 196
Rogears Strest (MAP #110; MHC #R-409 ; Photograph 1; Attachment 2). It was built in 1837-1838 as
alarge Gresk Reviva dapboard structure a the center of a247-acre farmstead. 1t was enlarged
extensvely after 1892, first with atwo-story eest wing, then with a larger two-story west wing later
extended northward. These additions carefully match the scde and detailing of the original. Thedesign
of the original building's facade remains intact within the larger building. It isafive-bay,two-story
design with afull-height portico created by six massive lonic columns. The center entrance features an
dliptical fanlight and sidelights. Two tall end chimneys and two large pedimented dormers rise from the
pitched roof. Across the entire expanse of the property's streetfront runs alow coursed granite wall
topped by awhite picket fence added ¢.1900. Sguare granite bollards denote the entry drives.

Among the first homes in the district once the Rogers Farm hed been subdivided isthe Mary C. Benner
House a 394 High Strest (M AP #48; Photograph #2). Built in 1887, thistwo and one-haf story Queen
Anne design features an irregular T-shaped plan with aprojecting one-story entry porch to one side,
turned columns with decorative brackets at the porch and second-gtory angled corner bays, and sunburst
motifs inafacade pand and in the pesksof the pediment and bargeboards. The overall effect is fanciful,
and the origina fabric and detailing remain intact and in good condition.

Among the district'searly buildings were severd large homes in the Shingle Style. A fineexample isthe
Charles Coburn House a 109 Shaman Strest (M AP #125; Photograph #6). The facade isfour bays
wide, capped by abroad gable. String courses define each floor level and wood pands further define the
largethird-story window. The roof has aprojecting comice with large rafter-like brackets.

The Elizabeth Rogers House of 1892 was built as aresdence for Miss Rogers when she tumed the
Rogers Edate into Rogers Hall School. Designed by Lowell architect Frederick Stickney, the homeis a
large two and one-half-story design of Queen Anne/Colonia Reviva derivation, faced in clgpboards and
stuated prominently a the comer of Rogers and Hanks Streats (MAP #112). Itisrectangular in plan
with adegp modillioned comice. There are large gables a the front and sides, and smaller hipped
dormers above the entrance bay. Wrapping around above the first story isawide Classica comice band

which followsthe shgpe of projecting rectangular bays on the two sdes and adds three-dimensiondiity to
the design.

(continued)
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The Charles Lilley House a 86 Sharman Strest (MAP #123; Photograph #3) of ¢. 180 isavariation

on the Queen Anne. Facaed in dapboards with one section of patterned shingles, its T-shaped plan
features atall off-centered gable. There are two recessed comer porches supported by square pogtswith
jig-sawed bracket heads, segp overhanging roofs, and angled comer bays with decorative comer bracing.

Located & 111 Fort Hill Avenueisthe Abbott Lawrence House (MAP #8; MHC #R-395). Built c.
1895, itistypical of the large scae homes built by members of the city's new middle class. Situated
prominently on acomer lot, indesgn itisatranstiona Quean Anne/Colonid Revival building. It is
faced in shingles with entrance porches facing both Fort Hill Avenue and Porter Street.  1ts Queen Anne
characterigtics include the large two-story comer turret and the variety of intersecting geble and gambrel
rooflines. More Colonia Reviva are its Pdladian third-story window, ova second-gtory windows, and
pedimented portico on the north facade, and the gabled pesk and columned porch of the eedt facade.

The Alexis Sargeant House a 29 Hanks Strest (MAP #26; MHC #R-397) isthe digtrict'sonly
interpretation of a Medieval Revival design. Built ¢.1898, this large rectangular messhes a seeply
pitched roof with exposed rafters. Abovethe centra bay of the wide three-bay facade isalarge gabled
dormer with carved bargeboards.  Severd windows feature diamond-patterned ssgh in their transoms and
siddights, reminiscent of medieval diamond-paned windows. To the building's south isalarge carriage
housewith ahipped ventilator, now usd as a garage.

The Nelson Keables House & 14 Hoyt Avenue (MAP #72; Photograph #8) is characterigtic of many
homes from the tum-of-the-century inits large rectangular mass st dose to the dreet with a gable-end
facade. Here, the large gable features degp overhangs and rolled-back shingles framing a center tri-part
window. Wide entablatures cap both the first and ssoond stories. The highlight of the design isthe L-
shgped front porch which is supported by a baugtrade of turned pogts aop which are dugters of Classica
columnettes.

The Charles Shepard House. 100 Hanks Strest (MAP #36; MHC #R-398; Photograph #7) isthe
digtrict'sfinest example of the Georgian Reviva style. Built in 1910 a the southeest comer of Rogers
and Hanks Streats, it overlooks Rogers Fort Hill Park and ishighly visible from all directions. Set back
on aleve lot recently planted inaformal garden design, thetwo story clgpboard structure hes ahigh
hipped roof Thewide, three-bay facade features Classical full-height pilasters between bays and a
gabled center bay framing alarge second-gory Pdladian window. A wide pedimented entrance portico
echoesthe form of the gable above it, while framing the entrance adorned by an elliptical fanlight and
siddights.

The Robert Marden House a 40 Huntington Strest (MAP #84; Photograph #10) was completed in
1926 and is another grand Colonial Revival design. S onthe knoll on the eest Sde of Huntington

Stredt, the large rectangular masshas a projecting center pavilion of two-bay width. The broad hipped
roof rests atop adegp modillioned comice. Spanning the facade and projecting out from the pavilion is a
one-gtory open porch supported by Doric columns and capped by awide entablature.

Thedigtrict to alarge degree retains its historic feding and visua character. Rogers Fort Hill Park
occupies the full ste historically dedicated as parkland, still retaining the distinct topography of its two
separate aress, the broad, open expansesof the lower park, and the stegp hillside and winding roadway of
the upper park. The park's original vehicular route pattem is largely intact as are the impressive sone
columns a the entrance to the upper park. Although the formal planting designs of the lower park are

(continued)
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gone and the upper park plantings have matured and changed, the higtoric intent to create apublic park as
a peaceful haven for resdents in aneighborhood of fine homes remains strong. Community efforts are
underway to document and eventudly possibly restore someof the origina planting plans and formal

landscgpe design features.

Only four buildings have bean lost and none are known to have been moved. Thesefour were large
homes dating from the 1890s. Three were aong the south sSde of Astor Street on land acquired by the
YWCA for itsresidentia gpatments (MAP #B). The other, a 60 Porter Tarrace (MAP #106) isnow a
vecant lot. Themagjority of buildings in the district have been maintained and are in good to excellent
condition. Alterations have bean quite extensive on afew properties but are primarily limited to vinyl or
aluminum siding and replacement of original front porch columns with ingppropriate designs. These
trestments tend to be clustered on parts of High Stregt, Astor, Sherman, and Rogers Stregts. Many small
garages have been discreetly added at the reexr of properties. Two properties on High Street have bean
converted into funeral homes, and one large home, dso on High Stret, isvacant and boarded but
scheduled for rehabilitation as ashdter. Two homes are now used for non-profit office/community
buildings, and one resdence has bean enlarged/rebuilt as multi-unit gpartments. The Zadock Rogers
House isnow arest home. Themagjority of homes remainin use as single or two-family resdences, as
they were designed.

The RogersFort Hill Park Higtoric Digrict containsvery few intrusons With the exogption of two
dtered homes (MAP #D and K) al of the intrusonsare buildingscongruced in the twentieth century
after the end of the digrict's period of dgnificance. They ae anall Capeand Colonial syle homes
Stuated on parcds ather s0ld off from larger hames o an parcdswhich were never sold during the
original speculative devdopment. In mogt casssthe scale isamaller and the designs are unobtrusive
Several (MAP #F, G, H, and 1) are a thedigrict'souter edge along High Strest (Photographs#13-17).

Archaeological Description

At leest one prehistoric dte is present within the proposed district and ahigh potentia existsthat
additional dteswill befound. A total of five prehistoric Stesare recorded in the generd area(within
one mile) of the Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District. Those stes include 19-MD-50, an unnamed
prehigtoric ste reported in the downtown Lowell areaon the east Sde of the Concord River in the
vicinity of Sharman Stret. That Ste isrecorded as a Woodland Period site containing an unnamed
burial and isreported as presumably destroyed. Ancther nearby site, 19-MD-52, isdso located on the
esdt bank of the Concord River a the southwestem beseof Fort Hill outsdethe district. That Stewas
recorded as a campsite and contained artifacts including pottery probably dating it to the Transitiona
Archaic and later Woodland Periods. Fort Hill dso derives its name from a Native American paisade or
fort that was reportedly located a the top of the hill. Wanndancet, Sechem of the Pawtucket Tribe, was
reported to have congructed afort and paisade aop the large hill overlooking the Merrimack Valley to
protect his people from apossble Mohawk attack. Since that time, probably the late prehistoric or
Contact Period, the hill hes become known as Fort Hill. Most current references to the Fort are limited
to secondary sources and actud remains of the Fort have yet to be identified. The physical' environment
of the digtrict include severd locationa criteria which are favorablefor many types of prehistoric Stes.
Much of the district includeshilly and varied terrain overlooking the Concord River located less than
1000 feet to the west gpproximately one mile from its confluence with the Merrimack River. This area
includes severd well-drained level to moderately doping terraces as well as extremely rocky arees

(continued)
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containing large boulders and ledge jutting out from many areesof the hillside. Severd swampy arees
and ponds were dso reportedly filled to the south of the district to make roomfor graves in the Lowell
Cemetery. Given the above information, the sze of the district (gpproximatey 64 acres) and the
availability of undeveloped land in the vicinity of Fort Hill Park, the presenceof prehistoric dteswithin
the district isdocumented and ahigh potentia exigts that additional steswill be found. Degper
archaeologica deposts including graves may survivein the developed residentid areasof the district.
Smadler campdtes including rock sheters, wind bresks and specid purpose activity stesmay be more
common in the Fort Hill locale because of the rocky terrain. The generd areawas a0 evidently
important to Native Americansof the Pawtucket Tribe for hunting and fishing as they retained rights for
those activities after the land was sold to Europeans. Fort Hill may contain alarger fortified campsite.

Residentid devdopment and landscagpe changes have effected the integrity of archaeologica resources in
LMe arees.

There isdso ahigh potential for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Further
documentary reseerch combined with archaeologica survey and testing can determine the potentia for
gructurd remains of resdences and outbuildings as well as occupationd related features associated with
sverd owners of the property between the Winthrop family in the 1™ and early 18" century and
Zadock Rogers in 1805. Rogers purchased the district areaas part of a larger farmstead implying there
may have been gtructures or other occupationd related features presant on the property a that time.
Structural remains may survivefrom the original Rogers farmhouse built in ca 1805. That sructure was
replaced by another structure built in 1837-38 that survives as the core of Rogers Hall. Structural
remains from outbuildings and occupationd reated features may surviverdated to the Rogers family
period of ownership from 1805 to the late 19" century. Following the period of Rogers ownership, the
edatewas divided for apark and residentiad development. In 1892 the old Rogers family house was
developed as agirls preparatory school. Structural remains may exist from the eest el of the house that
was tom down shortly thereafter when the housewas remodded. Structural remains may dso survive
from an old bam originally associated with the Rogers estate. Theold bam was originally remodded as
agymnasium then later replaced by a new gymnasgum on the samegenerd dtein 1912. Among the
resdential development that occurred in the district during the late 19 early 20th century, only four
buildings have bean lost and none were known to be moved. Structura evidence may survivefrom the
four homes, al of which datetothe 1890's. Three resdenceswere located on the south sSde of Astor
Street on land acquired by the YWCA for it'sresidentid gpartments. The fourth resdence was located a
60 Porter Terrace on what is now avacant lot.  Archaeological evidence may dso survivefrom severd
dructures associated with the development of Fort Hill Park. In the lower park areain the vicinity of
Rogers Avenuge, atime cgpsule survives inone of the granite columnsthat mark the entrance to the park.
Structura evidence may a0 survivefrom apergola planned for the center of the lower park west
section. It is unknown whether or not the pergola was ever built. Evidence may aso survivefrom atool
shad replaced by alarger building dong Park Avenue West in 1907-08. Evidence of outbuildings or
other related features may a0 be present from the original spring remodded as the existing water
shdter in 1911. Structura remnants of a foundation and stairs are till evident rdated to a small zoo and
deer park established dong the park's southwestern edge. Structurd evidence of a lily pond added to
Fort Hill Park in 1910-11 may dso be present. A rock pile isnow present a the ste of the pond.

(end)
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for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a bhirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

EDUCATION
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1837-1948

Significant Dates
1837. 1886. 1892. 1911

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Stickney, Frederick W.

Bowditch, Ernest W. Olmsted Brothers

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
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#
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_ Other
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Lowell Historic Board
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District, Lowell retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and it fulfills CriteriaA and Cof the National Register
on the local level.

Under Criterion A, the Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic Digtrict issignificant for its historic position as the
city's preeminent park and leisure recreation resource. The most current and forward-thinking
landscape design concepts were employed in the cresation of Rogears Fort Hill Park to make it a
showplace of civic prideand enjoyment. Thedistrict isequally significant for itsrolein the expanson of
Lowell's outlying farmland aress into fine residential neighborhoods during the late-nineteenth and
early-twentieth centuries. These years saw the city'stextile industry continuing to grow, generating
economic prosperity among agrowing middle dassof busnessmen, entrepreneurs, and mill managers
They were anxious to moveto the city'soutlying areas, which were then being subdivided by red edtate
entrepreneurs.  The district reflectsabroad range of prosperity among itsfirst residents, expressed in
many large stately homes as well as inmany of more modest scale but equally stylish and in alocation
representative of improved socid and economic sature.

Under Criterion C, the digtrict isawdl-preserved example of the city's finer late-nineteenth and early-
twentieth century residentia neighborhoods. The district'slayout looks inward towards the public park
a itscenter, with many of its grandest homes facing directly onto the park. There are many fine
examples of the Queen Anneand Colonia Reviva styles, aswell as scattered examples of other period
yles such as the Stick, Shingle, and Tudor Revival. The properties range in Sze from moderate to
large, with eech one characterigtic of its style or of transitions between styles. The unity and continuity
of the individua sreetscgpes remains strong and contributes to the condstency and visua harmony of
the district as awhole. The district'speriod of significance goansfrom 1837 to 1936, encompassing the
period from when the district's earliest surviving horme was built to when the area stopped experiencing
new growth, adirect consequence of Lowell's declining textile industry in the 1920s and 1930s

Criterion A: The residentia development of the Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District was part of a
city-wide growth pattern of new residentia neighborhoods for Lowell's growing middle dass of
successful busnessmen, entrepreneurs, and professionds. Originaly part of the neighboring town of
Tewksbury, the Zadock Rogers farm was within a 3000-acre tract granted by the Generd Court of
Massachusetts in 1649 to Margaret Winthrop, widow of the Massachusetts Bay Colony'sfirst govemor.
The lands were minimally settled, and skirmishes among the Native American tribes in the areawere still
prevaent. In 1669, Wanndancet, sscham of the Pawvtucket tribe, sst up afort and pdisade aop the large

hill overlooking the Merrimack Valley to protect his people from a possible Mohawk attack. Sincethat
time, the hill has bean known as Fort Hill.

The areabecame a part of Tewksbury, incorporated as atown in 1734 when it sgparated from
neighboring Billerica. It was an agrarian community with a sandy soil bese best suited to fruits,
vegetables, dairy farms, and foresting. Thisland passed from Winthrop's heirs to James Menzies in
1700, and in 1714 aparcd of ¢ 250 acreswas sold to John Borland (or Boland). At thistime. Colond

(continued)
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Tyng was involved in negotiations with the Pawtucket tribethat limited the tribe's occupation of the land
to only hunting and fishing rights. The land was extremely rocky, with large bouldersjutting out from
many aressof the hillside.

The property changed hands severd times in the next 90 years, until Richard Derby of Bogton sold the
247 acresin 1805 to Zadock Rogers. At that time it was one of three large farms occupying the rolling
hills of Tewksbury eesward of the Concord River, which sgparated it from Eagt Chelmsford to the west.
Only asmal wooden bridge crossed the Concord River neer its mouth. Not until 1819 was this original
bridge replaced by a sturdier one, then again in 1841 with agtone arched bridge, finally confirming the
connection between this areaand the mill town of Lowell which had since grown up a what was
formerly Eagt Chelmsford.

The 1820s brought mgjor changeto both Eaat Chelmsford and to this outlying section of Tewksbury. In
1821, the Proprietors of the Locksand Cands, acorporation of Boston busnessmen, began a sudy for a
new cand sysem aongthe Merrimack River. In 1822, they opened their first textile mill, the
Merrimack Manufacturing Company. The next few years brought the rapid creation of an entire
industria village, distinct both socialy and economicaly from its agrarian surrounds. 1n 1825, East
Chelmsford petitioned to be a sgparatetown. With a population of 2,000, the new town was incorporated
on March 1, 1826, taking the name of Lowell from Francis Cabot Lowell, the visionary force behind its
crestion.

The subsequent industrial growth of Lowell during the nineteenth century has been well documented. Its
role as a"modd mill village" for other New England mill towns is undisputed. Y et, the hillside area eedt
of the Concord River remained primarily agricultural until after the Civil War. Its geographica
spardion by the Concord River, itsrelatively segp topography, and itsinitial political affiliationasa
pat of Tewksbury kept it from undergoing much change.

Zadock Rogerswas bom in Tewksbury in 1774 and was raised in that egrarian town. In 1805, a age 31,
he purchased the 247-acre farmstead and built a farmhouse on the dite of the present Rogers edtate. It
was a large home with atwo-story portico. He married Jemima Cummings of Wobum and together,
they raised five children, Emily, Zadock, Josgph P., Benjamin, and Elizabeth. The tremendous
population growth of the mill village stimulated a great demand for farm products and insured the
family's prosperity. The original Rogers farmhouse was replaced by the grandiose Greek Revival
gructure of 1837-38, which survives as the core of RogersHall (MAP #110). Upon the death of Zadock
Rogersin 1844 a age 70, the farm's management was taken over by the children. All the children,
except the eldest son, spent their entire lives on the farm and never married. | nparticular, Benjamin
Parker Rogers, the youngest son, was widely regarded "for the skill and fidelity with which he managed

the estate and the respect and affection inwhich he was held by thasewho knew him." »

Meanwhile, as the mill village expanded beyond all expectations in the 18305 there was much debate as
to whether the Tewksbury farmlands should be annexed by Lowell. Severd of its few early resdents
were asociated with Lowell businessssand socid life. Geographicaly, the areawas much doser to
Lowell than to Tewksbury's town center four milesto the south. Thesewere critical factorsinan era

'D. Hamilton Hurd, Higtorv of Middlesex County. Massechusdtts 1890, p.238ah.

(continued)
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which relied only on foot and horse-drawn trangportation, and yet where weekly church attendance and
frequent public meeting gopearanceswere imperative. Tewksbury did not want to forfeit the property
taxes it was receiving on 0 much vauable farmland, and 0 if was only after much fiery debatethat the
annexation of 384 acreswas finally mede in 1834. Eventhirty yearslater, the areawas informally
referred to as Tewksbury. Thiswas the first of severd annexations over the next century whereby
Lowell would acquire over half its land areathrough annexation of neighboring towns land.

In the 1830s Lowell's residentiad areeswere till al within walking distance of the mills. The mill
companies erected boarding housesfor their laborers. Fine freestanding homes were often built and
owned by the mills for their overseersand agents. Early on, Pawtucket Street was among the most
desirable addresses, due to the prevailing westerly and northwesterly winds which tended to keep factory
anoke avay.

As timewent on, other areasof the city began to attract the upper managemeant levels, mogt notably
Bevidere Hill (of which the Rogers Edtate was apart), Centralville (annexed from Dracut in 1851) and
The Highlands (to the southwest of the mill village). Dueto its highest topography, the highest part of
Bevidere Hill wasfirst to attract new resdents and among them were many of the city'srichest, most
successful men. They built their homes neer the peek of Bedvidere Hill on large open lotswith
commanding viewsof the region. Thisattitude led to avery distinct development pattem, as described
in the 1897 Illustrated History of Lowell and Vicinity:

"The city hes settled itself down between the hills to perform itslabors,
but climbs up to the high land for its plessure and itsrest.”

This separation of home and work reflected a more serious conflict that the new indugtrialistsfaced in
Lowell, as inother New England mill towns. The amoke, diseese, and congestion of urban life were
necessary to achieve persond financial gain, but those who could afford to escgpe to amore pastora
landscgpe would do 0 at every opportunity. For many decades, this philosophy was played out in
Lowell as new neighborhoods were developed on former farmlands as away for the newly successful to
move awvay from the life of the village to larger, more fashionable homes in aresslike Fort Hill.

The new horse-drawn trolley linesin the 1860s and later, dso influenced development of the pesk of
Belvidere Hill, as well as of other new neighborhoods. Lowell's first horse-drawn railway line beganin
1834 and included aroute up Eagt Merrimack Street to Nesmith Street. By 1890, the line had been
eectrified and extended further southward on Nesmith Street, further encouraging residential
development of the area. High Street was laid out in the 1870s as far south as Ok and Pond Stredts, the
northem edge of the Rogers Farm.

Anaother key deveopment factor for this areawas the nesd for new cemetery grounds to kegp up with
Lowel's rapid population during the nineteenth century. In 1841, the Proprietorsof the Lowell
Cemeteary acquired a43-acre lot off Lawrence Street on the southerly side of Fort Hill, and aplanfor a
rural naturalistic cemetery was developed by George P. Worcester. The cametery's location and setting
high above the industrial village were indications that this areawas perceived as apastord landscepe far
removed from the urban core.

(continued)
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By 1870, Emily and Elizabeth Rogerswere the sole survivors of the Rogersfamily and were finding it
difficult to managetheir farm. They were under pressure from red estate developers to sl of f portions
of the farm for building lots. In 1881, the lagt of three proposas was made by the sgtersfor the City of
Lowell to purchase for $55,000 the 40 acresin front of the farmhouse, including Fort Hill, as a public
parkland. The City was hestant to take on the financial commitment or meat other conditions of the
transfer pertaining to a new bridge location acrossthe Concord River.

Following these unsuccessful negotiations, a syndicate was formed by four loca resdents. Freeman B.
Shedd, E. W. Hoyt, T. R. Garity, and E. A. Smith. They proposed that in addition to acquiring the entire
farm for development, they would take 45 acresin trust, cregte the park a their own cost of $25,000, and
then transfer the parkland to the City with dead restrictions that would insure its use as a public park in
perpetuity. Their plan, known as "Smith, Shedd, Hoyt & Garity's Plan," was accepted in 1883, ad
included the acquisition of 43 acres of pasture land and 53 acres around the base of the hill, in addition to
the 45 acresfor the park.

The members of the development syndicate were dl Lowell resdents, dthough it gppears that the effort
was goearheeded by Freaman B. Shedd. Shedd and Eli W. Hoyt were partners in the highly successful
cologne manufacturing enterprise E. W. Hoyt & Co., located on Church Street inLowell. This firm
gained anationa reputation for its Garman cologne, aproduct introduced in 1867. The two were not
only business partners but dso dose friends and neighbors. They lived next door to one ancther in two
large, virtually identical mandons a 386 and 396 Andover Street on Belvidere Hill (NR 5/17/84). Their
solid financial resources, shrewd business acumen, and prominence in civic affairs engbled them to
negotiate successfully with the Rogerssgters. Hoyt suffered from consumption and died in 1887, before
much of the building was completed. Shedd continued to play an active role incivic affairs, eventualy
donating the 50-acre Shedd Playground to the City in \9\0, three years before his death. The other two
partners provided the technical skills: E. A. Smithwas in the concrete paving business, and Thomas R.
Garity had a plumbing/steam fitting company in Lowell.

The Rogers ddters gift of the park was greeted with much enthusiasam by civic leaders. The local press
revded over its public benefits:

"apark sacred from the intrusion of brick walls and high aovethe dusty and thickly populated
dreets, aplace where the pure air of nature uncontaminated by the fumesof at and industry, can
be inhaled by feeble lungs, while wearied eyes can feast on the landscgpe which goreeds out for
many miles in panoramic beauty on every side. Thisboon isone which will command the
gratitude of thousandsyet to come, foritwill be abenefit they can dl enjoy. A monument
would be admired. A park will beused..."

The landscgpe designer Ermnest A. Bowditch, of Boston, was contracted to lay out and design the park,
which was to be 304 acresin size. Once the park's edgeswere defined, deveopment of the remaining
farmland for housdots immediately ensued. The entire areafrom Concord Street eest to Nesmith Street
and from Oak Street south to Kngpp Avenue (& the north edgeof the Lowell Cemetery) was laid out asa
grid of gstreetswith regularly gpaced house lots. An additional area dong Nesmith Street now known as

2’A Munificent Gift,"” Augud 31, 1883,

(continued)
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the Shedd Playground was dso laid out for homes on paper during this period, but was never developed.
High Street was extended southward and Rogers Street was laid out as amgjor aross street. Thefirst
construction began on Concord and Pleesant Streets (west of the district). The homeswere dose ad
compact, and quite uniform in their smple Italianate and Queen Anne motifs. With the ¢.1890
congtruction of the American Mason Safety Tread Company and the Lowell Electric Light Company a
the river's edge, many of the homes may have bean intended for people associated with the adjacent
mills.

Gradudly, houses were built inan eestward direction, on High, Porter, Fort Hill Avenue, and Huntington
Stregts. The earliest occupied homesin the district datefrom 1886 and 1887. Theseinclude 388 and 34
High Street, 120 and 136 Fort Hill Avenue (MAP #45, 48, 12, 17). Many open lots remained between
the new houses. Further growth in the 1890sincluded many of the larger Quean Anne and Shingle Style
homes such as 103 and 119 Sheman Street (MAP #124 and 126), and 4, 26, and 30 Hanks Street (MAP
#24, 25, and 27). Bassd on the pattem of building dates, growth was somewhat sporadic. 1t was not

until 1907 that Fort Hill Avenue was completely built up, and not until 1924 that the section of High
Street batween Shaman and Rogers Streats had a house on every lot. The sdle of lots was quite dow
during much of this period, no doubt related to the economic cycdles of the textile industry, as well asto
other factors such as World Wer |.

When plans were finally developed for the lower park in 1900, lots began to be sold dong its perimeter,
on High and Hanks Streets. These lots were larger and more prestigious, with lovely viewsof the newly
landscaped hillside. Beginning about 1898, the district's southeest portion dso was developed as large,
level lots. Houseswent up on sdected |ots on Hoyt, Berose, and Waverly Streats. Park Avenue Ead,
dthough laid out in 1886, was not built upon beforethe turn of the century. The housea 56 Park
Avenue Eadt (MAP #97) isthe earliest, the other lots not being built on until the 1920sand 1930s The
subdivision extended to Knapp Avenue but the amount of development in the eesterly blocks was
minimal during the early years.

By 1886, the park congtruction had been completed. Much of the work was carried out by E. A. Smith,
Concrete Pavers, the firm of one member of the Smith, Shedd, Hoyt, & Garity syndicate. The desd was
transferred from Elizabeth Rogersto the City on December 2, 1836. (Emily Rogers had pessed away in
1884.) It has been speculated that the stringent restrictions on gambling and liquor derived from the
sgers degp involvement with the American Bible Society and their degp-seated religious background.
The dead included five conditions established by the Rogers sgtersin their original 1883 agreementt:

-that the park be known as "The Rogers Fort Hill Park"

-that the hill should forever remain in its present shgpeand not be cut down inany way

-that the large boulder a the summit should never be broken up or removed

-that no alcohalic liquorscould ever be kept, sold, usad or admitted nor gambling be permitted
-that no building or structure could be built unless in harmony with the uses and purposes of the

park.
A new road named Rogers Avenue was built from Rogers Street to the park entry. Atitsentry from this

avenue, two 13.5-foot high rugticated granite columns marked the park entrance, eech with a plaque
reading "Rogers Fort Hill Park." Inside one columnwas insarted atime cgpaule which included such

(continued)
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important items as a Biblefrom the year 1886, a manuscript relating to the Rogers Farm purchase in
1806, three coins from the years 1826 and 1836, the years Lowell was incorporated as atown and then a
city, and the year 1834, when Belvidere Hill was annexed.

The park's design was picturesque, consisting of winding footpaths and two carriage drives to the
summit. The design is shown in Attachment 3, which gopeared inthe Lowell Daily Courier in 1886 ad
may be Bowditch's own drawing. The roadsand pathsterminated inalarge ova gravel concourse which

could accommodate 200 teams and was surrounded by shrubs and Lombard poplars-* Neither the
concourse nor surrounding plantings survive.

The hill was planted with many different tree soecimens, including a Camperdown EIm, agrafted tree

popular in the Victorian Era which evokesthe feeling of the Orient.”™ Inall, over 1000 gpecimenswere
planted, including pine, soruce, juniper, cedar, maple, birch, beech, poplar, oak, elm, yew, hickory,
chestnut, catdpa, hawthorn, magnolia, gpple and dogwood. At the pesk, agray marble marker pointed
out the locations of various landmarks inthe panoramic view. The concrete pedestd of the marker
aurvives, The naturd outcropping of ledge a the peek was retained infull, a condition of the Rogers
ggers original gift. A water shdter (often referred to as the well-house) with a cobblestone bese ad
hipped roof stood near the eest base of the hill. 1t was later modified with anew roof sructure.
Bowditch's plan dso caled for remova of many large boulders from the hillside. Somewere left dong
the edges of Park Avenues Eadt and West. In generd, the natura feeling of the plantings, the rocky
outcrops and rough terrain were popular dementsof the picturesque style, intended as a dramatic
contragt to the ordered, hard-edged stregtscapes of urban Lowell. Attachment 1 showsaview of the park
shortly after its completion.

Upon completion of the park, much acclaim was given to the City for its foresight in accepting the gift.
The Lowell Courier wrote:

"Ever dance it became a prospective park, hundreds and sometimes thousands of citizens of
Lowell havedaily paid visitsto its limits. On plessant Sundays, there are dways crowds of

people enjoying its beautiful.... 1twill forever gand as a monument to the practica generodty
and philanthropy of two ladies who have lived long and quiiet lives inor neer our city, and of

their beautiful filia respect and devotion to an honored father's memory .
The Lowell Board of Trade later extolled itsvirtues:

"From the crest the view extends over the entire circumference of the horizon and the distant
mountains are visible. The city as awhale lies inthe foreground. The historic Concord River

~The Lowdl Courier "Lowdl'sNev Pak: An lllugrated Higory of the Same" Decamber 11, 1886,p. L
“Cad Huggins An Evaugion of RogasFort Hill Park, Lowell Historic Board, October 14, 1985,

~Tre Lowdl Courier op.cit.
6 Ibid.

(continued)
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winds a itsfoot, and its course may be followed for miles. It has been beautifully developed by
the park commission until it congtitutes one of the mog charming park aressin the United
Sates. "7

Expanson of the park quickly ensued. In the fall of 1886, the syndicate proposed that the City acquire
another 108 acresfor expangon of the park to the southeast. A plan was drawn up by Mr. Bowditch that
echoed the winding paths and natura environment of the recent work. Thisplan is documented in
Attachment 4. The syndicate offered to sdl the land for $200,000. The City Council rglected this offer.
In 1894, the City agreed to purchesefor $72,000 a much more modest four-acre strip between Rogers
Street and the park entrance, the areanow commonly referred to as the "lower park.” In the center of this
aren, directly eedt of the Rogers Avenue entry road, sood an enormous emtree. The Rogers Sdters hed
dipulated previoudy that thistree was not to be cut down and that aradius of sixty feet surrounding it
wes to be preserved.

Meanwhile, the creation of severd other smdl parks in the city such as Lucy Larcom Park, Tyler Pak in
The Highlands, and the North and South Commons, was generating concern over the maintenance and
upkeep of public parks. In 1900, the City Sgned acontract with the Olmsted Brothers, noted |
architects in Brookline, for an assessmeant of all Lowell parks. Soon after, in 1902, the Lowell Parks
Commission was formed to overseedl park planning and maintenance.

The Olmsted firm developed plans for design of the lower park as a series of formal paths, fountains, and
gardens, keeping a hand the requirement to preserve the largeelm..  Thistype of design haes bean
described as the Gardenesgue Style, intended to create "a place of transition, where one |eft the

controlled, organized environment and passed into the naturdistic landscgpe surroundingit."® The
origina planting plans and plant lists survive, and are included as Attachments 5-8.

Congtruction began in 1904 and continued until 1911. The design consigted of formal concourses with
fountains, sitting arees, and formal gardens. Rogers Avenue was renamed Pak Avenue. Forma planting
bedswith amultitude of different goecieslined the avenue. The existing dm was incorporated into the
new row of treeslining Park Avenue (sse Attachment 5). A fountain donated by three men who lived
neer the park was placed in the center of a quatrefoil-shaped lily garden in the east area. A pergolawas
planned for the center of the west section but may not have bean built. The earlier tool shed was
replaced with alarger building dong Park Avenue Westin 1907-08. 1n 1911, anew concrete floor and
updated drinking fountain were added in the existing water shelter in place of the original spring. An old
cannon previoudy located a Monument Square wes ingdled a the top of the concourse and an oval
green was placed a the top of the hill.

A City nursery was begun on the north side of the hill in 1913-14. The exigtingflagpolewas rest in a
new location a the summit. In 1920, plans were made for tennis courts in the lower west park.
Neighbors opposition was 0 intense that the plans were dropped. Beginning in 1923, winter carnivals
were held eech winter. Two toboggan dides and aski jump extended down the north dope and large
crowds cameto participate.

"Frederick W. Colbum, Higtory of Lowdl and its People 1920, p. 438.
* Bruce Kdly, Art of the Oimgted Landscgpe 1981, p. 14.

(continued)
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No additional improvements were made until 1921 when asmall zoo and deer park were established
dong the park's southwestem edge. Remnantsof the foundations and gairs are still evident.

Completion of the park confirmed the fact that the areas surrounding it would indeed become fashionable
addressesfor Lowell's dready-established and newly-emerging middle dass. Among the origina
resdents of the district were many successful familieswith ties to local busnessand industry. These
included Abbott Lawrence, an optician, who lived a 111 Fort Hill Avenue. At 116 Hanks Street resided
Harry Dunlap, apartner inA. G. Pollard Company, one of Lowell's largest department stores. Charles
Shepard, owner of the Middlesex Machine Company, lived next door & 100 Hanks Street. Alexis
Sargeart, aperfumer for E. W. Hoyt & Company, resided a 29 Hanks Street.

F. X. A. Hurtubise, one of the first property owners, lived a 100 Fort Hill Avenue and was printer for a
time of the Vax Populi, an independent nineteenth century Lowell newspaper which represented the
voice of "the people" as opposad to the corporate establishment. F. A. Buittrick, a 4 Hanks Stregt, was
president of the City Ingtitution for Savings. Next door lived Charles Hobson who was superintendent  of
the H. R. Barker Manufacturing Company, which made geam and ges fittings. John E. Drury, a 44
Hanks, adso ran asuccessful plumbing supply outfit. Other professional occupants included Henry
Barnes, a merchant tailor, Levi Dumas, partner in the book bindery Bacheller, Dumas & Co., Philip P.
Haggerty, amusic teacher, and James Sullivan, a Captain in the Lowell Fire Department.

In the later phasssof development, from 1916 through 1936, more diversity was ssen in the character of
the occupants. Many homeswere built by Irish-Americansand Gregk Americans, as seen in the names
of the owners. Donohue, Haggerty, Sullivan, Colopalis, etc. In some cases, one person acquired severd
adjacent lots and built arow of similar homesfor speculation. Most of the two-family homes date from
these years.

This range of occupants reflected the growth of Lowell's middle dass during the period of significance.
This was atime when the textile industry continued to remain strong, when there was much profit to be
meadein the congtruction industry by contractors and tradesmen, and when the city's downtown
commercia district expanded dramatically to service the needs of a growing community. Shopkegpers
and professonds provided agrowing array of goods and sarvices, and didwell for themsdves. Their
new prosperity trandated into market demand for the new, reasonably-priced homesin the Fort Hill area
In many cases, lots were sold and the new owners had asay inthe design of their homes  1n as many
cass the houseswere erected by the deveopment group and then sold off.

In additionto sdlling off the family farm for resdentia development, the aging Elizabeth Rogers
announced in 1892 her intent to start agirls' college-preparatory schoal in the old family home. Theplan
was conceived under the close supervision of Dr. John M. Greene, minister of the Eliot Church in
Lowell, who had recently been ingrumenta in the founding of Smith College in Northampton, MA.
Initially, the Rogers dgters had planned to donate the home for aschool upon the lagt survivor's death.
The timetabl e was expedited when Elizabeth moved out to a new, smaler home on the property a 206
Rogers Stret (MAP #112) so that the school could begin in 1892 under the direction of Mrs.  Eliza P.
Underbill, formerly director of the Belvidere Schoal.

(continued)
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The new schooal, known as Rogers Hall School, was established as aprivate girls' college-preparatory
schoal. It guaranteed its graduates admission to Smith College and eventualy to other fine women's
colleges such as Mount Holyoke, Vassar, and Bryn Mawr. The school quickly gained an excellent
reputation.

The main house was remodded, the eedt ell tom down and rebuilt. Thefirst floor contained recitation
rooms, dining room and kitchen, the second floor bedrooms and recitation rooms, and the third floor a
gymnasum and art room. Upon MissRogers degth in 1898, the trustees further remodded the main
house, converted her 1892 house to adormitory, remodded the old barn for agymnasium, and laid out
ahletic courts for outdoor sports. A new gymnasium which included a pool (MAP #111) was erected in
1912 onthe site of the oldbam Advanced instruction was extended in manyfiel dsauch as English,
languages, art and psychology, while physica education and sports were dso emphasized inanew way
that was conddered innovative and character-building. A secretarid course began in 1918, The school
remained in operation until 1972. The main building was subsequently expanded with an extension of
the west wing and converted to itspresant use, arest home, inthe 1980s

Anaother important factor in stimulating the areds growth was the rel ocation of the Moody Grammar
Schodl to itspresent dtein 1891. The prior Moody School was located a the comer of Eagt Merrimack
and High Stregts, dso in the Bdvidere section, but there were many complaints as to the smalness of its
playground. The land was sold to the City by "Shedd & Smith Trugtees," and architect Frederick
Stickney was contracted by the School Commiittee to design the building, with aplayground worthy of a
grammar school of a great and wesdlthy city. The schoal retained the name of its predecessor, derived
from Paul Moody, abrilliant mechanic who in 1814 sat up the Wdtham textile mill for the Bogton
Manufacturing Company, and then cameto Lowell in 1823 as chief mechanic/engineer for the
establishment of the Lowell Manufacturing Company.

The area hes continued in use as aquiet resdentia district. Later single-family homes have bean tucked
in on vacant parcds during more recent decades Conversion of the Rogers Hall buildings and the
adjacent #29 Hanks Street to community-service organizations hes not changed the primarily residential
ambience of the area,

Criterion C: The Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District is significant as a cohesive areaof fine homes
either fronting on or within dose proximity to the city'slargest passve recregtion park and representing
the styles of architecture popular during its primeforty yearsof development, particularly the Queen
Anne and Colonia Revival. The properties range from modest single-family homes to somewhich are
quite large. Many are Situated close together on the gridded cross streets, while others sit on larger lots
with more open goace between them and frequently with fine viewsof the centra park. There are many
visually cohesve dreatscgpesthat preserve the mood of a quiet fashionable neighborhood far removed
from the urban downtown.

Thedistrict hes been compared to other mid-to-late nineteenth century middle dass residentia
neighborhoods in Lowell, including Chrigtian Hill, the Highlands, and Belvidere Hill. Deveopment here
began later than inmogt of the other aress. It thus does not include as much variety of ningteenth century
syles, and consequently perhgps lessvisud interest. Itssiting is lessdramatic than the hilltops of
Chrigtian or Belvidere Hill, yet it shares with them afeeling of pagtord escgpefrom the city proper. Its

(continued)
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development history as the product of carving up one of the lagt surviving farms gives it aunique place
in our understanding of the development pressuresthat transformed the areafrom agrarian to residentia
use Thecreation of a centrd parkland and itsrole in stimulating S0 much residentia growth around it is
unigue in the city's history.

A pattern of gatdy homes on open lots characterizes Hanks Strest and the southeest portion of the
district. Elsewhere, the homes are more closaly spaced, and relatively dose to the sreets on narrower
lots. The gradua west-to-eest grade increase results in some homes dong Shaman and Hanks Streets
being st up from the greet on small knolls. Thisincreesesthe drama of their Sze and scde.

Within the district, the earliest surviving home isdso the only example of the Greek Reviva style. The
Zadock Rogers House & 196 Rogers Street, 1837-38, (MAP #110) isahuge, imposing structure, highly
visible from the open parkland to its south. The impressive design clearly reflects the prosperity and
prominence of its first occupants. The massive two-story lonic portico which goans the facade adds
greatly to itsscde. The later eest and west additions from the late-nineteenth century are carefully
integrated to echo the grand scde and classicdl detailing of the original.

Upon subdivision of the Rogers Farm, the first homes to be built in the district were mainly in the Queen
Anne style. Characterigtically asymmetricd in plan, these homes feature tumed millwork, multiple
gebles and turrets, decorative pands and corner eave brackets, and often patterned shingles. These
homes were of both moderate and grand scde. Examples of the more moderate size include 394 High
Stret (MAP #48) and 112, 115, 116, and 120 Fort Hill Avenue (MAP #9, 10, 11, 12) which coexist
within a sregtscape of compatible scde and massing yet with amix of individualJzed detailing and

variety.

Grander examples of the Queen Anne style are characterized by larger massing and frequently by hillside
siting which increasestheir presencewithin the sregtscgpe. At 108 and 119 Shamean Stret (MAP #124,
126) are two such examples. Other fing, intact designs include 51 Huntington Stret (MAP #85), 31
Waverly Avenue (MAP #131) and 22 Hoyt Stret (MAP #74).

On upper High Street and facing directly onto the park are two nearly identical designs (MAP #68, 69)
built in 1903. Each has a massve two-story comer turret with aconical roof Dentilled cornicesindicate
the influenceof the Colonial Reviva but the massng isclearly Queen Annein derivation.

The Moody School isafine example of the Queen Annestyleinan educationd use. The building's large

sze and grand scde are enhanced by the complex roofline, a stegply pitched hip capped by a hipped

cupola, with intersecting gables and dormers of varying szesonal planes of the roof Granite coursing

gﬂ_ sills are st againg the brick exterior. A broad segmenta-arched recessed entry aso enriches the
esign.

TheF. A. Butterick House a 4 Hanks Strest (MHC  #24) exemplifiesthe Shingle Style. It featuresa
broad three-gtory gable acrossthe full facade, atwo-gtory turret integrated into the south elevation's
gable, and rolled shingle satbacksof the third-story window. The many planes, recesses and overhangs
ae d0 characteridtic of the style.

(continued)
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The Henry Barnes House a 30 Huntington Street (MHC  #82) isanother Shingle Styledesign. Here, the
three-story gable of the facade hes patterned shingle designs and extends over a Side entrance porch.
Desp modillioned overhangs a the second story, an lonic porch column, and aClassically-inspired
pediment at the large third-story window reflect an interest in the Colonial Revival stylewhich are
somewhat unusud for its 1890 date of construction.

Other styles of the period which are sparingly represented include the Medieval Reviva, Tudor Revival,
and Arts & Craftsstyles. The Alexis Sargeant House (MAP  #26) features medieva motifsinits exposed
rafters and steeply pitched roof. Thetall centered gable with jig-sawed bargeboards and the diamond-
paned siddlightsa many of the windows complement the unusud design.

The Harry Dunlap House of 1898 (MAP #37) isthe digtrict's only Tudor Reviva design. It faces Rogars
Fort Hill Park and is prominently viewed from the park and from Rogers Street. The large, imposing
design features a gegp roof, shingle cladding and awide entry porch. The design isdominated by a
broad gable in the south bay which features ahalf-timber and stucco design.

At 136 Hanks Stregt isthe Thomas Mather House of 1915 (MAP #39). ltsmassing isrectangular, as in
its Colonial Revival neighbors, but the multi-lite diagona-muntin sash and the entrance porch with
hipped roof ad tapered square columns indicate an Arts & Craftsinfluence on the design.

Thedistrict'smogt plentiful style isthe Colonia Revival, astyle adapted to avariety of building types
including both single and two-family homes, and interpreted in arange of modest to daborate designs.
Characterigtic features include large, rectangular massng with ridge roofs, modillioned or dentilled
cornices, pedimented dormers, and rectangular or semi-circular entrance porches supported by Classica
columns.

Among the mogt impressive examples are the Robert Marden House a 40 Huntington Street (MAP #84),
the Charles H. Hobson House a 26 Hanks Strest (MAP #26) and the A. A. Cunningham House a 136
Hanks Street (MAP #38).

Severd buildings within the district were designed by noted architect Frederick W. Stickney, whose
work goansarange of tum-of-the-century styles. Stickney was bom and raised in Lowell and practiced
architecture there from the late 1870s until his degth in 1918. From 1895 onward, he was a partner in the
Bogton firm of Stickney & Austin, although he lived and worked inLowell. The firm specidized in
schools. Hedesigned the Queen Anne style Moody Schoal of 1891, the Elizabeth Rogers House of

1892, and the Georgian Revival Rogers Hall School Gymnasum of 1912, Stickney's other commissons
in Lowell includethe Romanesque Revival Memorid Hall a 415 Merrimack Street, the Butler School of
1882, the original 1893 portions of Lowell High Schoadl a 30 Kirk Stregt, the Chapd and
Superintendent's Officeat the Lowell Cemetery, and the Herbert Jefferson House & 7 Fairmount Strest
on Bdvidere Hill, of cal888. His works within the district are representative of the range of his talents,
both in residentia and institutional design.

No lessimportant are the roles of the landscgpe designers for Rogers Fort Hill Park. Ernest W. Bowditch
(1850-1918) was a prominent Boston landscgpe architect with offices in Boston, New Y ork, and
Cleveland. Asthe descendant of a prominent Sdem family, he had access to .contacts in someof the

(continued)
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country's wedlthiest communities. Hiswork includes designsfor Tuxedo Park, New Y ork, the park
sygem for Clevdand, Ohio, and grounds of the Corndius Vanderbilt Edate a Newport, RIode Idand.

In Massachusetts, he designed the grounds for severd private homesin Lenox, Shadowbrook Gardens in
Stockbridge, The Rockery in Wakefield, as well as both Rogers Fort Hill Park and later Shedd
Playground in Lowell. The design for Rogers Fort Hill Park is characterigic of his work in its use of
curving paths, large mgged goaces and an inclination for anaturdigtic quality. At30 aoesingze, itis
conddered acomprenensve projects. Although the Bowditch family papersare inthe collection of
Sdem's Pegbody Museum, no known drawings of his works are within those holdings. Attachments 1
and 3, the early photograph and newspaper rendition of the original design, are the most accurate
documentation available of Bowditch's original design for Rogers Fort Hill Park.

The Olmsted Brothers landscape firm iswell-known as the nation's pre-eminent landscape designer in
the early twentieth century. Their work on the park between 1900 and 1911 added many formal dements
auch as the lily pond, entrance drive plantings and the walkway pattems of the lower park. The origina
configurations of these dements are shown in Attachments 5-8. Such formal dementswere not aways
typical of the firm'swork. They gopear to have bean introduced as atransitional dement between the
hard edgesand formal, regularized siting of the surrounding neighborhood and the highly rugged design
of the pre-existing upper park.

The fact that two such highly-regarded landscape architects were employed a different times onthis
project indicates the importance of the project to the civic-minded citizens of Lowell who concelved ad
executed it.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Lowell are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be
significant. Early industrialization and urbanization inLowell and dong this areaof the Concord River
hes undoubtedly effected the integrity of many prehistoric Stes inthese aress. Prehigtoric resources on
the Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District property can contribute information on the subsstence and
sttlement role of stesaong tributaries of the Merrimack River to stesdong the primary Merrimack
drainege corridor. Prehigtoric dtes inthis areacan be part of a larger regiona pattem that focused on
aress uch as the nearby confluence of the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. Such locaes have been
recognized as regionally important settlement locations or cores particularly during later Woodland
periods. Any evidence of a Native American fort or paisade on the Fort Hill areacan play an important
rolein thisandyds. Fortificationscan be the direct result of rapidly changing Native American
socio/political relaionships during the late prehistoric and Contact Periods. Prehigtoric Stesinthisarea
may aso contain information that can contribute to a greater understanding of regional trade pattems,
particularly between interior and coadd locdes. The Merrimack River represents aregionally important
trangportation corridor for both the prehistoric and historic periods.

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentid to provide detailed information on
the socid, cultural and economic characterigtics which typified Lowell's early agrarian settlement and its
trangition to a late 19" and early 20th century urban residentia neighborhood. Historic archaeologica
resources can aso potentialy provide important information on the local and regional development of

(continued)
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parks and leisure recreationa resources during the samegenerd period. Additional historical research
combined with archaeologica survey and testing can determine whether or not land use evidence is
present for over 150 years of European ownership that predates congtruction of the first farmhouse on the
property by Zadock Rogers in 1805. Some levd of agricultural settlement was likely presant in thearea
before the Rogers occupation. During the \7"* century, lands in the areawere minimally settled in part
probably because skirmishes with Native American tribes in the areawere still prevaent. By 1714,
Native Americanswere reportedly limited to hunting and fishing in the area. European settlement
remained gparsethroughout the 18th century. By 1805, three large farms are reported occupying the
rolling hills of Tewksbury esstward of the Concord River. Onthat date, Richard Derby of Boston sold
Zadock Rogers 247 acresin the areathat includesthe district. Archaeologica research can help
document any potentia resourcesthat may have bean presant in the areabefore that date.
Archaeologica studies can dso document the layout of the Rogers edate from 1805 to itssubdivision in
the late 191" century. Stmctural evidence may survivefrom the 1805 farmhouse and its rdated
outbuildings. Thisevidence can be used to recongtruct the farm during itsearly period of occupation.
The sameinformation can aso contribute important evidence relating to Lowell's early phase of
agricultura settlement that rarely survives amidst itsindustria/urban development. Structurd evidence
may aso be present which details modificationswhich occurred to the Rogers estate, especidly the
house, bam and surrounding areaas it was remodded for use as agirls preparatory school. Structural
evidence might dso survivefrom the only four 1890's resdenceslogt in the district. Thisevidence can
potentially contribute specific information on construction techniques for the period as well as
architectura detailsfor each building. Structural evidence may aso be presat in the district that endbles
a complete reconstruction of various components and Sages of Fort Hill Park development. That
information may determine whether or not structures such as the pergolawere ever built and the
components of the small zoo and deer park. Detailed analysis of occupationd related features can
provide important information on Lowell's early agricultural population, inhabitants of the Rogers
famgead/estate and the patrons of the Fort Hill Park. Features and artifact concentrations may aso be
present associated with the district'slate 19th and early 20th century resdenceswhich detailslifein one
of the city'sfiner residential neighborhoods.

(end)
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2. 19 311580 4723160 4, 19 312000 4722240
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Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning a the southwest comer of the district, the boundary commences a the southwest comer of the
City-owned parcd known as Rogers Fort Hill Park, located on Assessor's Map #204. 1t proceeds
northward aong the westem edge of sad parcd to Park Avenue West, where it crosses the street and
continued northward along the westem edge of said street, crossss Alton Avenue, jogs westward dong
the southerly edge of parcd #203-100, and then tums northward aong the rear property linesof the
parcds on the west Sde of High Stret until reaching Rogers Street.

It then proceads northward across Rogers Stret, tums westward along the southerly edge of parcd #202-
465 High, and thenstums northward along the reer property linesof the parcds onthe west sde of High
Street until reaching the northwest comer of parcd #201-8 on the north Sde of Porter Street.

The northem boundary procesds eastward aong the northerly edge of parcd #201-8, crossesHigh Street
and proceads eastward dong the northerly edgeof parcd #201-107, then jogs north and eet dong the
rear 1ot lines of parcds #201-136 and #201-137, then southward a ong the west Sde of Fort Hill Avenue
to apoint oppodte the northerly edge of parce #201-100 Fort Hill, where it crosses said street and
procesds eestward aong the northerly edge of said parcd and parcd #201-157, crosses Huntington
Stret, and followsthe boundaries of parcd #201-166, the rear ot line of parcd #201-167,168 and
southward across Porter Street.

It then runs eestward dong the south side of Porter Street to the reer lot line of parcd 201-60 Porter
Terrace, followsthe rear 1ot linesof parcds #201-60, 62, and 63-66 Porter Ter., tums west back to the
north sde of Porter Terrace, where it runs southward acrass Sharman Street and then jogs eestward dong
the north boundary of parcd #291-199,200 and then southward along the reer property linesof the
parcds on the eest Sde of Hanks Strest and the north sde of Rogers Street until reaching the northeest
comer of parcel #220-218. Here it tums southward, crosses Rogers Street, and then proceeds
southeastward aong the south sde of Rogers Street until  reaching the southeest comer of parcd #221-5.
Hereg, it tums westward aong the reer |ot line of said parcd, then jogs south aong the easterly and
southerly lot linesof parcds #221-107, crosses Hoyt Street to the west, followsthe lot linesof the
property on parcels #221-67, 69, 71, and then jogs westward and northward aong the lot lines of parcd
#221-50 Bdrose. It then arosses Bdrose Stregt a the south Sde of Waverly Street, runs westward on
Waverly to the northeest corner of parcd #221-9, then tums southeesterly along the reer lot linesof the
parcds on the eedt Sde of Park Avenue Eadt until reaching the southeest comer of parcd #221-19 where
it turns westward along the southem edge of said parcd, then jogs southward again along the eest Sde of
Park Avenue Eadt to the southem edge of parcd #222-29, crosses said dtreet, and proceeds southward
dong the eestem edge of Rogers Fort Hill Park to its southeast corner, then westward along said park’s
southerly boundary until reaching the point of origin.

See atached Lowell assessor'smgps #201, 202, 203, 204, 219, 220, 221, and 222.
Note: Certain properties do not have lot #s. They are listed by map-dtreet address, which fs the sysem
the City of Lowell Assessor's Department now uses. Wherever possible, lot #s have been identified.

Boundary Justification

(continued)
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This boundary definition includes the entire area known as Rogers Fort Hill Park as well asmagjor
portions of the Zadok Rogers Edtate, an early nineteenth century farm which occupied mogt of the
hillside area between the Concord River to the district'swest and Nesmith Stredt, to itseast. The Rogers
Edate isincluded a the center of the district, as are surrounding areeslaid out in the 1880sand
devdoped soon after, primarily for single family homes, according to aplan known as "Smith, Shedd,
Hoyt and Garrity's Plan."

The boundary excdludes certain areesof the former Rogers Farm along Concord, Pleasant and Ok Streets
to the west and north of the district because these arees were built earlier and are differentin character
from the majority of homes in the district. These areaswere built up in the 1870s and early 1880s The
homes are very closaly spaced, and many were built as rowsof identical homes. They lack the variety
and individuality of the grander homes which characterize the Rogers Fort Hill Park District. Further,
many of the properties in this areahave been extensively dtered to the point where their integrity hes
bean compromised.

The northeagterly edge of the district abutsthe rear property linesof homes dong Nesmith Street, abusy
thoroughfare with many large homes from the 1880s and 1890s These properties are included within the
Belvidere Hill National Regiger Didtrict (N R 5/26/95), adigtrict of large stately homes which extends
eegdward to the crown of Belvidere Hill. The rear property line of the Hanks Street properties forms a
logical boundary to separate the district's quiet residentia ambience from the busy character of Nesmith
Street.  Although the Rogers Edtatedid historically extend

esgward to Nesmith Street, many of the properties facing Nesmith are dtered and for that reeson were
not includedin the Belvidere Hill District ether.

The southeest boundary followsthe rear property lines dong Waverly Avenue, excluding two blocks of
parcds laid out as part of the origina subdivision but not fully built up until the 1950s  Although some
housssin these blocks do date from the period of significance, the aredsvisua charecter as awholeis
much lessunified becauseof the many later buildings and awider array of more modest homes.

Thedidgrict's southern boundary abutsthe northem edge of the Lowell Cemetery. The Cemetery wes laid
out prior to the creation of Rogers Fort Hill Park and provides a natural wooded setting &t the park's

edge.

Thedistrict's westem boundary dso followsthe park's edge, and includes the High Street properties
which abut the park. The southerly portions of Park Avenue Eagt and Park Avenue West are included
within the district because these roadways were specifically designed and laid out as part of the park.
The area.of modem gpatments and new townhousss & the digtrict's southwest has no relation to the
historic development of the district and thus isnot included. Therear property line on High Street's west
dde separaes the digtrict from an areaof earlier factory-workers housing that characterizes the next
westward blocksand is quite different in feeling from the qudlities that definethe district.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

The identification information listed below pertainsto dl photographs

Photograph by: Margo B. Webber
Dae April, 1998
Origina negative a: Lowell Historic Board
Division of Planning & Development
50 Arcand Drive
Lowell, MA 01852
Photo 1 View looking northwest from Rogers Stret towards south elevation of 196 Rogers Stret, the
Zadock Rogers House'Rogers Hall.
Photo 2: View looking northeasterly from High Stret towardswest and south devationsof 34 High Stred,
the Mary C. Benner House.
Photo 3: View looking northeasterly from Sherman Street towards west and south eevations of 8 Sheman
Street, the Charles Lilley House
Photo 4: View looking southeesterly from Huntington Stregt towardswest devation of 30 Huntington Strest,
the Henry Barnes House.
Photo 5: View looking north from Rogers Fort Hill Park towards south elevation of 462 High Street, the
Moody Schooal.
Photo 6: View looking southeesterly from Sheman Stret towards north evations of 109(r) and 119(1)
Sherman Stredt.
Photo 7: View looking northeasterly from Rogers Fort Hill Park towards 100 Hanks Strest (1) and 14 Hoyt
Avenue (c).
Photo 8: View looking eesterly from Hoyt Avenue towards west and south devations of 14 (1) and 22 (r)
Hoyt Avenue.
Photo 9: View looking eadt from Rogers Fort Hill Park towards the dtered park fountain, 116 Hanks (1) and
124 Hanks (r), the Harry Dunlgp and A. A. Cunningham Houses.
Photo 10: View looking southeast from Huntington Street towardswest and north devations of 40 and 52
Huntington Street.
Photo 11: View looking southeast from lower Rogers Fort Hill Park towards entrance gates and hillside.
Photo 12: View looking northfi-omtop of Rogers Fort Hill Park.
Intrusions:
Photo 13 View looking southwest towards eadt devation of 31 Berose Avenue.

(continued)
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Continuation Sheet RogersFort Hill Park Historic District
Lowel (Middlesex County)
M assachusetts
photos
Section number Page
Photo 14 View looking northwest towards eest elevation of 41 Hoyt Avenue.
Photo 15 View looking southwest towards eest eevation of 15 Hanks Street.
Photo 16 View looking northwest towards south elevation of 22 Astor Street.
Photo 17 View looking southwest towards west devation of 14 Hanks Street.

(end)
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Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District — District Data Sheet

Mep # MHC #  Assessor's
Acct. #
1 M14170
2 09065
B 200965
3 C13265
A 210062
4 K06745
5 GO0
6 60500
C M24005
G000
8 R-395 210137
9 C14000

Historic Name

House
House

YWCA Residence
Hall

House

House

Charles H. Walker
House

Garage

Chris Holmes
House

Richard Bray
House

Garage
House

F. W. A. Hurtubise
House

Abbott Lawrence
House

Thomas Mather
House

shed

Street Address

4 Astor &
10 A-tor S
11-19 Astor St

16-18 Astor S
21 Astor SL
14 Bdrose Ave.

14 Bdrose Ave.
16 Bdrose Ave.

23 Bdrose Ave.

23 Bdrose Ave.
31 Bdrose Ave..
100 Fort Hill Ave.

111 Fort Hill Ave.

112 Fort Hill Ave.

112 Fort Hill Ave.

Page | of 15

Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Dae

cal925
1898

1914

ca.l895

1888

Style

Qyeen Anne/
Col. Reviva
Colonia Revivd

Contemporary

Colonia Revival
Colonid
Colonia Reviva

Colonia Revivd
Colonia Reviva

Shingle

Colonia Reviva
Colonia

Qiieen Anne
Queen Anne/
Colonia Revivd

Queen Anne

no style

Resource
Type

B
B

Status

@

@

@

@



Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District - District Data Sheet

Map # MHC #
10

11

14

16

17

ASSES0r's
Acct. #

000510

K05860

R04820

B08S0O

03885

K03090

L0O5556

K00535

MO01370

K02595
JOO20
A02688
FO7030

Historic Name

Robert E. Crowley

House

Herbert V. Hunt
House

Julian A.

Richardson House

Corndlius E
Collins House

John H. McKay
House

Hiram N. Hal
House

John J. Cluin
House

John H. Riordan
House

M. F. O'Donndll
House

House

House

Street Address

115 Fort Hill Ave.

116 Fort Hill Ave.

120 Fort Hill Ave.

121 Fort Hill Ave.

125-127 Fort Hill Ave

126 Fort Hill Ave.

130 Fort Hill Ave.

136 Fort Hill Ave.

148 Fort Hill Ave.

153 Fort Hill Ave.

157-159 Fort Hill Ave
163-165 Fort Hill Ave
169-171 Fort Hill Ave
175-177 Fort Hill Ave

Page 2 of 15

1907

1890

1904

1901
ca.l900
ca.l900
18%
18%

Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Style

Queen Anne

Queen Anne

Queen Anne

Colonia Revivd

Colonia Revivd

Qtieen Anne

Colonia Reviva

Queen Anne

Colonia Reviva

Queen Anne

Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival
Colonial Revival

Resource
Type

B

T W W W

Status

C

O

O O 0 O O



Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District — District Data Sheet Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Map # MHC#  Assessor's Historic Name Street Address Dae Style Resource  Status
Acct. # Type
24 T10660 F. A. Butterick 4 Hanks S 1893 Shingle B C
House
D 219/201* Hugh Walker 14 Hanks S 1893 Colonia Revival B NC
House
E Q01180 House 15 Hanks S. 1959 Caoe B NC
5 HO8000 Charles H.Hobson 26 Hanks S 189% Colonial Reviva B C
House
3-car garage 26 Hanks S. 1925+ Colonial Revival B
26 R-397 200065 Alexis D. Sargeant 29 Hanks S. cal898 Medieval Revival B
House
Carriage House 29 Hanks 9L cal898 Queen Anne B C
27 HOO0300 Larric H. Nilicki 30 Hanks S. 1893 Colonia Reviva B C
House
28 NOO430 John E. Drury 44 Hanks S 1889 Colonial Reviva B C
House
greenhouse 44 Hanks L cal925 utilitarian B NC
29 06530 House 52-54 Hanks SL cal905 Colonia Revival B
30 A00760 Ellen Miskella 56-58 Hanks S 1905 Colonial Revival B
House
31 M(03246 House 64 Hanks S cal905 Colonia Reviva B
K7 MI 1850 Annie S Walker  72-74 Hanks S. 1900 Italianate B
House
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Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District — District Data Sheet

Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Map# MHC# Assessor's Historic Name Sfreet Address Dae Style Resource Status
Acct. # Type
33 MOIOIO James A. Murphy  76-78 Hanks S 1905 Colonial Revival B C
House
garage 76-78 Hanks - 1925+ Colonial Revival B C
A L 13990 House 82 Hanks S. 1897 Colonial Revival B r
) M16405 House 86 Hanks S. 1912 Arts & Crafts B C
garage 86 Hanks SL 1925+ no style B C
36 R-398 L10280 Charles S 100 Hanks St 1910 Colonial Revival B C
Shepard House
37 R-399 M12990 Harry Dunlap 116 Hanks S 1898 Tudor Reviva B C
House
carriage house 116 Hanks SL 1898 Queen Anne B C
3 G00930 A. A.Cunningham 124 HanksS_ 1898 Colonial Revival B C
House
39 M13650 Thomas Mather 136 Hanks SL 1915 Arts & Crafts/ B C
House Colonia Revival
40 B13570 Daniel H. Walker 144 Hanks S. 1915 Colonia Revival B C
House
garage 144 Hanks St 1925+ Colonial Revival B C
41 002570 Walter L. Queenan 371 HighSL 1917 Colonia Revivd B C
House
garage 371 High&L 1925+ no style B NC
42 01290 Frank Dow House 374 HighS. 1909 Queen Anne B C
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Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District - District Data Sheet

Map# MHC#

43

47

49

5l

ASSES0r's
Acct. #

J01105

DOAD

002595

A00790

20000

M13530

B15330

PO7900

Historic Name

Albert LisHouse

garage

Albert Ryan
House

Henry J. ODowd
House

Michagl J. Cahill
House

carriage house

Frederick
Heming House

garage

Mary C. Benner
House

John F. Burns
House

garage/shed

Peter H. Donohue
House

CharlesT.
Donohue House

garage

Street Address

383 High L
383 High S
384-386 High S

388 High L

389 HighS_

389 High S
393 High .

393 High L
394 High .

407 High S

407 High <.
408 High St.

416 High S

416 High SL

Page 5 of 15

Dae

1901

1888+
1888

cal920
1837

1904

1004+

Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Style

Colonia Revivd
no style
Colonia Reviva

Queen Anne

Queen Anne

Queen Anne

Queen Anne

no style

C'uem Anne
Queen Anne/
Colonia Revivdl;
utilitarian

Queen Anne/
Colonial Revival

Colonia Revivd

Colonia Revivd

Resource
Type

B
B
B

Status

C
C

O O

@] O%

O O



Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District - District Data Sheet Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Map # MHC#  Assessor's Historic Name Street Address Dae Style Resource Status
ACCL # Type
52 M 19880 Joseph H. Miller  417-419 High SL 1916 Colonia Revival B C
House
53 T01160 House 420-422 High S 1924 Colonial Revival B C
garage 420-422 High &. 1924 Colonial Revival B C
54 M 19550 House 421 High St cal920 Colonia Reviva B C
garage 421 High & cal920 no style B C
5 LO0975 House 426-428 High S 1924 Colonia Revival B C
garage 426-428 HighSL 1924 Colonial Revival B C
56 M 13900 House 430-432 High S 1924 Colonial Reviva B C
garage 430-432 High S 1924 Colonial Revival B C
57 1303425 House 431-433 High S 1917 Colonial Revival B C
58 D9A0420 William 434 High S 189%5 Colonial Revival B C
Calderwood House
carriage house 434 High S 18% Colonial Revival B C
59 D122570 House 475 High L 1916 Colonial Revival B C
garage 435 High Colonia Reviva B C
60 210423 Francis Brown 440 High S. 1893 Georgian Revival B C
House
carriage house 440 High SL 1893 Queen Anne B C
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Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District ~ District Data Sheet

Map #

61

5

70

MHC U Assessor's

Acct. #
D12610

B14110

C15800

V02550

202/121,
122*

K01320

D08260

LO2750

Historic Name
James Dwyer
House

John F. Welch
House

Charles E. Donlon

House

Alice McCann
House

shed
Moody School

James Bancroft
House

garage

Hannah Welch
House

Timothy Dwyer
House

M. A. Brosham
House

John N. Welch
House

garage

Street Address

44 1 High S.

445 High 9.

455 High S

461 High <.

461 High S
462 High S

465 High S

465 High S
495 High S.

499 High <.

503 High S.

511 High S

511 High S

Page 7 of 15

Dae

18%

1916

1908

cal903

Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Style

Colonia Revivd

Colonia Revival

Colonia Reviva

Colonia Revivd

no style

Queen Anne

Colonia Reviva

Colonia Revival
Colonia Revivd

Queen Anne

Queen Anne

Queen Anne

no style

Resource
Type

B

Status

C

@



Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District - District Data Sheet

Map # MHC it

71

74

76

ASES0r's
Acct. #

B13915

L 15535
203/92A*
S02070
203/100*
000880

MO7780

1101375

R04230
FO225C

R02330

M22010

Historic Name

WiUlam J. Garvey

House
Duplex House
House
House
House

Nelson Keables
House

garage
Clarence A.

Cunningham
House

garage

Harry Stanley
House

House

Edward Young
House

House

William Howard
House

Street Address

517 High S

523-525 HighSL
535 High 9.
537 High &
547 High .
14 Hoyt Ave.

14 Hoyt Ave.
17 Hoyt Ave.
17 Hoyt Ave.

22 Hoyt Ave.

27 Hoyt Ave.
30 Hoyt Ave.

31 Hoyt Ave.

34 Hoyt Ave.

Page 8of 156

Dae

ca.l960
1953
1950
ca.l950
1899

1925+

1901

Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Style

Colonia Revivd

Colonial Duplex

Cape

Cape
Colonia

Colonia Revivd
Colonia Revivd
Colonia Revivd
Colonia Revivd

Queen Anne

Colonia Revivd
Colonia Revivd

Colonia Revival/

Queen Anne

Colonia Revivd

Resource
Type

B

B

Status

©6868686 °

@



Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District - District Data Sheet

Map # MHC#

J
79

80

81

ASSES0r's

Acct. #
C02790

NG2140

LOSM45

S085/0
01597

G00910

201/167,
168*

MO0O0500

M08140

RO5600

Historic Name

House

Codas Hareotas
House

House
garage
House

Henry Barnes
House

shed

George Dana
House

shed

Robert Marden
House

Clarence Whidden
House

Philip Haggerty
House

Levi Dumas House

garage

1 Street Address
1

41 Hoyt Ave.
54 Hoyt Ave.

58 Hoyt Ave.
58 Hoyt Ave.
61 Hoyt Ave.
30 Huntington S

30 Huntington St
35 Huntington S

35 Huntington S
40 Huntington S.

51 Huntington <.

52 Huntington S.

55 Huntington SL

55 Huntington S

Page 9 of 15

Dae

1886

cal910

Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Style

Colonia
Colonia Revivd

Colonial Reviva
Colonia Revivd
Colonial Reviva

Shingle

no style
Colonia Reviva

no style
Colonia Revivd

Queen Anne
Queen Anne/
Colonial Revival

Queen Anne/Stick

Georgian Revival

Resource
Type

B
B

o W »n @

v9)

B

Status

NC
C

O O 0O O

© 8



Rogers Fort Hill Pak Higtoric District ~ District Data Shet

Map # MHC#

Q
Q0O

91

ASSES0r's

Acct. #

HO9055

S13340

C149/0

MO04860

M13490

H02430

Historic Name

Edward

Elllngwood House
Edward Sherman

House

C. Callins House

Rebecca French

House

William White
House

Susan Bunker
House

Charles Conant
House

garage

Jane Cleworth
House

garage

Street Address

56 Huntington
59 Huntington
62 Huntington
65 Huntington
66 Huntington
69 Huntington
74 Huntington

Porter Ter.

74 Huntington
75 Huntington

75 Huntington

Date
S 1887
S 1886
. 1911
S 1893
S 1886
. 1888
St./71 cal900
S 1925+
S 1887
S 1925+

Pege 10 of 15

Lowel, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Style

Shingle

Queen Anne
Colonial Revival

(altered)
Colonia Revival/

Queen Anne
Queen Anne/Stlck
Stick

Colonia Revival

Colonia Reviva
Stick

no style

Resource Satxxs
T™e

B C
B C
B NC
B C
B C
B C
B C
B

B

B C



Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District - District Data Sheet Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Map # MHC # Assessor's Historic Name Street Address Dae Style Resource Status
Acct. # Type
©3) R-913 202 Rogers Fort Hill Park Avenue 1836 —— Site C
23 Park 1911
204 entrance 0 C
220 markers
221 water house Str
222 water fountain 0 &3
grounds shed B C
stone wall at 0 C
west edge
L 001480 House 40 Pak Ave. Ex 1950 Cgoe B NC
9% B12450 John Briscoe 0 Pak Ave. Ead 1936 Colonial Revival B
House
shed 50 Park Ave. Eadt 193" no style B C
97 221/9* House 56-58 Park Ave. Eeg cal910 Colonia Reviva B C
garage 56-58 Pak Ave. Eag 1925+ no style B C
98 M09100 Mary Dwyer 68 Pak Ave Ead 1923 Stick/Bungalow B C
House
) garage 68 Park Ave. East cal923 no style B C
9 C11770 House 74-76 Park Ave. Eagt 1936 Colonial Revival B C
100 r02710 House 78-80 Park Ave. Eagt 1924 Colonial Revival B C
garage 78-80 Park Ave. East 1924 Colonial Revival B C
101 B0O0910 House 90-92 Park Ave. Eag 1936 Colonial Revivad B C
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Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District - District Data Sheet Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Map# MHC# Assessor's Historic Name Street Address Dae Style Resource  Status
Acct. # Type
(07 M06080 E F. Slattery 98-100 Park Ave Eag ra.l925 Colonial Revival B C
House
garage 98-100 Park Ave Eag cal925 Colonia Revival B C
103 M11990 Albert Ryan 7-11 Porter - 1913 Queen Anne B C
House
shed 7-11 Porter SL 1913+ no style B
KM G00140 W. H. Downs House 14 Porter S 1887 dueen Anne B
106 B16150 A. R Richardson 20 Porter S. cai900 Queen Anne B C
House
garage 20 Porter S 1925+ Colonial Revival B C
106 S14960 vacant lot 60 Porter Terrace
107 201/62 Thomas Costello 62 Porter Terrace 1904 Queen Anne B C
Porter House
Ter.*
108 T03960 George A. Costello  64-66 Porter Terrace 1902 Colonial Revival B C
House
garage 64-66 Porter Terrace 1925+ no style B C
109 200829 W.C. Grady House 151 Rogers SL 1936 Colonial Revival B C
garage 151 Rogers SL 1936 Colonial Reviva B C
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Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District ~ District Data Sheet

Map #

110

116
117

MHC#  Assessor's

Acct. #
R90A5

200065

220/215*
J00290

K04060

220./95*
F02320

Historic Name

Zadock Rogers
House/

Rogers Hall
School

granite wall/
fence

Rogers Hall
School
Gymnasium

Elizabeth Rogers
House

House

James Haggerty
House

garage

James Sullivan
House

House

Annie Halloran
House

garage

Patrick Mahoney
House

Street Address

196 Rogers

196-206 Rogers X

201 Rogers .

206 Rogers SL

234 Rogers SL
246 Rogers SL

246 Rogers SL
250 Rogers

255-257 RogersSL
256 Rogers

256 Rogers SL
261 Rogers 3

Page 13 of 15

Dae

1837-38,
1892+

1837+,
1892+

1912

1892

ca.l900
1931

1931
1899

Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Style

Greek Revival

no style

Georgian Revival

Q.uean Anne

Colonia Reviva
Colonia Reviva

Colonia Reviva
Colonia Revivd

Colonia Revivd
Colonia Reviva

Colonia Revivd
Colonia Revivd

Resource
Type

B

Status

C



Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District - District Data Sheet

Map #

119

5

R

124

5

N

S

MHC#  Assesor's

Nccr. #
1X0870

S10590

D09/60

Gil160

M15360

HO04590

D14980

S11790

Historic Name

House

garage

William C. Purcell
House

George Stevens
House

garage

Alice Murphy
House

Charles Lilley
House

House
House
garage

N. W. Norcross
House

House

Mary J. Green
House

garage

Street Address

273 Rogers S.
273 Rogers SL
79-81 Sherman S

80 Shennan 9L

80 Sherman L
85 Sherman S

86 Sherman .

103 Sherman S.
109 Sherman S
109 Sherman S.
119 Sherman SL

3 Waverly Ave.

6 Waverly Ave.

6 Waverly Ave.
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Dae

1891

1925+
1891

ca.l890

1891
1888
1925+
1890

ca.l900

1919

Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Style

Colonia Reviva
Colonia Reviva
Colonia Revivd

Qyeen Anne

Colonia Reviva

Queen Anne/
Colonial Reviva

Queen Anne

Queen Anne
Shingle
Colonial Revival

Queen Anne

Qjieen Anne/
Colonial Revival

Shingle cottage

Colonia Revivd

Resource
Type

B
B
B

W T W @

Status

O o o o0 0O

@)



Rogers Fort Hill Park Historic District - District Data Sheet Lowell, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

Map# MHC# Assessor's Historic Name Street Address Dae Style Resource  Status
AccL # Type

129 S13030 Delia McCartin 11 Waverly Ave. 1925 Colonial Revival B C
House
garage 11 Waverly Ave. 1925+ Colonial Reviva B

130 Y 00310 House 26 Waverly Ave. 195 Colonia Revivd B

131 090030 P. F. Sullivan 31 Waverly Ave. 1898 Queen Anne B C
House

12 Z00070 House 34 Waverly Ave. 1925 Colonial Revival B
garage 34 Waverly Ave. 1925 Colonial Revival B

KEY: B: Building S Site G Contributing Resource

Str: Structure Q Object NC. Noncontributing Resource

* Assessor's Account # not available; block/parcel # listed Instead.

TOTAL RESOURCES 199 CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 181 NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 18
176 Contributing Buildings 7 Noncontributing Buildings
1 Contributing Sites
1 Contributing Structures
3 Contributing Objects 1 Noncontributing Objects
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Attachment 1 - Historic view of Rogers Fort Hill Park, shortly after its completion in 1836



Attachment 2 - Higoric view of Rogas Hal School, ¢.1900



t: . Hill P;,rk asdesigned by Ernest W. Bowditchin 1884.
Attachment 3- D”™n,  of Rogers*" AR ;) AMANAAN uk
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Attachment 4 - 1836 Drawing of Bwvdltmsproposed 58-acre expandon of Rgge's Fort Hill Park, incorporating
exiging hill desgn Into larger %ou em of winding roads and ered informal plantlngs
roe

(This plan was never adopted.) Lowdl Daily Courier, Decambea 11,1886
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Aoril 20 1999 MijrEatr Erancis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, N.W.

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull;

Enclosed pleasefind the following nomination for:
RogersFort Hill Park Higtoric District, Lowell (Middlesex Co.), Massachusetts

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of property in the Certified Loca Government

community of Lowell were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60-120 days
before the mesting.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg, Nationa Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

cC: Debra Grossman, Chair, Lowell Historic Board
Margo Webber, Preservation Consultant
Hon. Irene Donahue, Mayor, City of Lowell
Stephen Stowell, Lowell Historic Board, CLG Coordinator
Denise Sullivan, Division of Planning & Development

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
wwiv.state. ma.  us/sec/mhc



