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Use of the Perk by the irmed Forces

In providing recreation, inspiration and rocuperetion for the men of
the ermed forces, Yosemite National Park hes served well, and has been
widly ubilized during the 15UL fisesl year:

U, 8, Heval Convelescent Hogpital +« With the conversion of the luxure
ious Fnwehnee Hotel into & Haval Convslescent Hospitel in June 1943, from
900 to 661 patients were at the hosritel esch month during the 104k Fiseal
Year, and participated in hiking, skiing, fishing, and other out-of-door
activities availeble in Yosemite Hational Fark.

: In order that patients might enjoy the thrilling sport of skiing,
the Havy, under s cooperetive agreement with the Park Service,defrayed
the cost of snow removal on the romds to the Badger Pass Winter Use Area
from recrestionsl funds. Of the 18,87L people who visited Badger Pases
during the winter sesson, 3,35 were Yosemite Navel Convalescent Hospital
partients.

Every cooperative effort was mede to assist the Havy in solving the
problem of housing civilian hospitel personnel end staff officers. Aveil-
able dormitory spece and residences were rented by the Havy from the
Yosemite Park and Curry Co., end the Nationsl Park Sservice, becsuse of re-
duced personnel, was able to assign eight of its residences and two apart-
ments to Navy femilies. In addition, six rooms at the fangers Club were
rented to Navy officers who do not have their familiss with them.

. y Signal Corpe Training Cemp -~ The former Wawona (CC Camp pro-
vided adequate facilities for its continued use as o special refresher traine
ing cemp for detachments of 200 men from the U. 8. Amy Sigosl Corpa, Camp
Pinedanle, Fresno, Celifornia, who were sgent to the camp for two-week periods
throughout the summer. The cemp closed for the winter in October 1943, save
for seven men who remained as custodiens. In May 15ll, it reopened on the
same basis ae the previous summer. This spring, through ccoperation of the
Commending Officer, Colonel ¥m, H. MacDonsld of Camp Pinedale, a crew of
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Army men was agsigned to mssist the Nationel Park Service in repair and re-
habilitation of outlying telephone lines that hed been demaged by winter
storms. Pecause of reduced appropristions and labor ceilings this assistance
was invelusble in getiing the lines in readiness for the fire season.

Another group of 200 men from the Army Signal Corps, Csmp 'inedsle,
used the Bedger Fess ares for training during July end August 15432.

Bivouscki @to. ~- CUpmp 11, which has been set seide for use of the
armed forces desiring to bivouse in the park, was utilized by L3 different
outfits, with a total of 4,85 men who camped from two te six days. These
convoy groupe in most instances combined meneuvers and training with recrea-
tion., Thus, it was not an unusual sight to see jeeps, trucks, guns, radio
and full marching equipment on the roads and treils of the psrk at most any
time, Host of these sonvoy groups were given special attention by our rangers
and neturalists through guided trips snd talks at the Museum. Uuring the
entire fisocal yesr, a totsl of 32,567 military men visited the park, or 27 per-
cent of the snbire park travel.

Winver Sports

“ith the Navy eppropristion to keep the road to the Badger Pess winter
use aree open, skilng was available Lo 2,000 other men of the armed forcegww
in addition to the Msvel Hosydtsl patients previcusly mentioned--and to
13,491 eivilisns, s large proportion of whom were defense plunt workers.

The total of 18,874 skders, represented a gein of 32 percent over the 1k,160
skisrs for the previous season, but a grest decrease as compaied with pre-war
1940-41 winter, when 73,000 skiors wers recorded at Bedger Pess.

The total of LL ski injuries were less than last year, and of that number
there were only ten leg end ankle fractures. Accidents per thousand skiers
were 2.5, as compared with 3.9 for the 10LP-L3 winter.

The skating rink, operated by the Yosemite Park snd Curry Co. on & none
profit basis, was mainteined to « lerge extent by volunbteer workers, some of
whom were Navy patients. Skating wae very good, and the sesson lonrer than
in past years.

Adwi sory Board itudles

The Advisory Hoerd met in Yosemite the latter part of August and the first
week of September 194%. Their previous meeting had been held May £1-31, 19i3.
At the lete summer session many projects provicusly considered were restudied,
including: the restoration of Happy Isles to its original sylven besuty; re-
lecation of Yosemite Park snd Cwry Co. and Wational Park Service stables;
proposed Lrail from Fieh Hotchery to trail junction above Vernsl Fell Bridge;
comstruction of foobpeth from the Fish Hatchery well up on the tslus extending
westward back of Camp Curry snd the Old Village, snd bridlepath mlong the same
slopes, but lower; review of the besr feeding aures and gani tary conditions with
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respect thereto; encroachment of the Torests upen the meadows of the Velley
Floor, with particuler reference to the report previously prepsred by Park
Forester Emil ‘rost; the desirability of openinmg vistess on the Velley Floor
obscured by the loresbts; propossd lovabtion of lecture arva at Glacier Polnt;
proposed new locetion for Yosemite Lodge, mocording to plens preparsd by the
Yosemite Park snd Curry Uoy; proposcd Wevads Fall High Sderre Camp locationes
L=1/7 mi, eagt of Hevada Fullj; proposed location of Distriot Hanger's head-
quarters building and naturslist residences at Tuolumne Meadows.

Ho report hus beon received from the Advisory Bosrd to date covering
this lutter meebing and thelr lindings.

Heather

Preoipitation for the fiscal year (alsc the weather year) was 2.7
inches~=li,5 inches below the normal of 34 inmches, and 1L inches less than
the 43.7 inches for the 1943 fiseal yesr. The susmer of 1943 was clear and
delightful with & total rein fall during July, Auguet snd fSeplember of only
+17 inches, The first fell storms ceme on Cctober 18. Fighty-seven inches
of snow fell on the Velley Floor, whioch was sliphtly below normal, with a
maximum depth om Februery 21 of 21 inshes. At Badger Pass & total of 222
inches fell with a meximum depth on March L of 104 inches.

In cooporation with the State Division of Wabter Hesources, snow surveys
were carried on s in pest years with scheduled trips %o the high country
gourses being mede about the first of February, March, April end May. The
snow pack for this yesr was sbout 3/ of the lu~year aversge depth taken since
193G,

Travel

The following table gives a ﬁmm'&:iw snalysis of travel for the 1oLk
#.¥., us conpared withthat for the 1043 F,Y., and with pre-war 1941 F,Y.:

.Y  Total Travel Brage Travel Military travel

19kl 122,618 22, 1k9 32,567
1943 228,723 11,372 23,272
Pro-uny

141 536,728 15,010 14,189

The above figures represent a LO.L percent loss in total travel for the
150l P.Y, as compared with last year, and & 77 percent loss as compered with
total trevel for pre-war 1941 F.Y. Stepe travel for the 19li F.Y. naturally
shows a grest increswe-9i.8 percente-over lest yesr because of additiomsl ges-
oline retioning. The most cutstending trend in travel is the LO percent increase
in militery trevel over lest year, which represents 27 percent of all park
travel for the 19Ll P.Y.



Administration

Approprietions for the 1gLl F.Y. totaled $311,6L3.35. Yotel revenues,
smounting to $136,638.95 were $69,521.20 less than for the 193 F.Y., when
$206,160.15 was collected. The account Ho. 140520, "Permits to Enter
Hat'l. Parks,” wes the one mostly affected, showing s lose of §75,45%, as
compared with last year. This was partislly offset by geins in Accounts
Hos. 145193, "Sale of Water,” and 145275, "Telephone end Telegraph Service,"
which showed inecreases of 31,050 and (5,812 respectively over 1943,

Following the resignation of Chief Clerk Kenneth Pennebaker on
February 12, 194, Auditor Clarence Persons from the Hegion Four Office was
detailed to Yosemite, and served as Chief Clerk until the eppointment of
Charles ¥. Hill to that position on May 1, 19Uk,

Haintenance, Construction and Physical Improvements

Due to extremely low labor oeilings, the perk meintenance orew was
drastically reduced, with the result that reguler maintenance on roads, trails,
snd on park utilities and other installations was performed under great diffi-
culty. ‘

y The only construction project completed during the F.Y, was Account No.
451, relocation of 7-1/2 mi. of telephone line along the new Big Osk Flat
Hoad from Big Meadows to Crane Flat,

Because of reduced appropriations snd wer restrictions governing the use
of tires and gas, snow removal operations were accomplished on a greatly cure
tailed basis. The South Entrance Hosd was closed, and the road kept open from
the Valley Floor to Wawona only. Thus the All-Yeer-Highway was the only access
%o the park, and only the most necessary roads on the Valley Floor were kept
open. Had not the Naval authorities deemed skiing a necessary health builder
and recreation for the petients mt the U, §, Navel Convalescent Hospital, and
appropristed a recreational fund to defray the cost of snow removal, the Badger
Pass winter use area would not likely have been made availeble to skiers, since
it would not have been possible to kesp the rosd from Chinguapin to Badger Pass
open.

Winter closing and spring opening of outlying roeds were as follows:

Road Winter Closing Spring Ypening
Tiogae Boad Hov. 19, 1643 dJune 26, 1944
Big Oak Flat Boad Bov. 29, 1943 May 20, 1oL
South Bntrance Rosd

to Wawona dJan, 2L, 19l April 8, 19k
Glacier Point Homd Nov. 19, 1943 May 20, 19LL
Maripose Orove Hoad Jan, 2, 19k May 12, 19L4



Interpretation

The following is & summary of interpretive contects and comparisons.
Decrease in public contacts is largely sbttributable to their being only two
naturalists on the staff during practically the entire fisoal year.

Total contacts 181,507 500,483
Visitor Hour Participation 149, The 383,798
Park travel 122,618 228,73
Percentage of park travel contected 1L8% 219%

Principal activities of the Naturalist Department embraced the approval
of the previously prepared museum prospectus, revision of history room exhibits,
revision of accession records, plans for future museum activities at Tuolumne
Weadows and Glacier Point, maintenance of Buseum wildflower garden, preparse
tiom of report by Associate Park Naturalist Beatty on tungsten mining opera=
ticns at Dorothy lLake, participation inm discussions regarding the bear problem,
snow surveys, etc., special interpretive services to military convey groups
and U. 8. Naval Convalescent Hospital patients, the annual glacial survey,
and regular weekly telks at Yosemite Lodge during the winter monthe.

Yosemi te Natural History Agsociation -- Publication of Yosemite Nature
Botes wag continued ss ww’i{ and inciuded a special January 194 igsue -
"Fishes of Yosemite National Park," by Willis Evans, o former ranger-naturalist
and now & lieutenant in the Army, ¥r, Carl Sharsmith was employed by the
Natural History Association as of June 22, 194l, to undertake botanicel research
end work on the museum herbarium.

Concegsioners

On the whole the Yosemite Park and Curry Co. has cooperated with us in our
ettempts to maintain an etmosphere of refinement befitting te & national park
during these war times. The Navel Hospital patients and s large number of de-
fense plent workers end their families who have plenty of money to spend, asome
of whom come o the perk to have & "good time,” have complicated our problem,

The closing of the Yosemite Lodge bar in the fall of 1943, and the con-
finement of the sale and public drinking of beer to the Old Village have helped
to alleviate the undesirable atmosphere snd conditions in other parts of the
park which sccompany drinking in public.

Sivce the closing of the Yosemite Lodge bar, the public drinking of beer
only, has been permitted at stated hours during the day at Degnan's Store and
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Delicatessen in the 014 Villege and im an enclosed patic adjoining the

Old Village fStore, Hard liquors cen be purchused "off sale” by the visit~
ing yublic on Fridays only between 10 and 2 p.m., and by local residents
holding “"privilege” cards in small amounts when degired. ULven with thase
restrictions, however, the drinking problem has not been solved, snd we
have numercus complaints because of nolsy drinking partics at Camp Curry
end Yosemite Lodge disrupting the posce and disturbing guests who have come
here to enjoy the beauty of the park.

The following tabulation shews the guest days use of Yosemite ?arh: and
Gurry Co. hotel facilities by fiseal years:

Pigeal Your Hotel Housecounbs Average length of stey
16kl . 25,700 549
1943 | 320,735 29
Prowar )
1l 389,u98 D%

It is interesting to note thet the decresse in housecounts this yoar
is only 234 porcent less than last F.Y., while total visitors for this
year showed a loss of Lb. percent. Compared with pre-sar F.Y, 1941, the
lose in housecounts for this yesr is 37 percent, while the decresse in travel
is 77 percent. The aversge lenmgth of stay has elmost doubled since the 19kl

o5

fanper Service

The death on suguet 11, 1543, of Uhief Rencer Poruvst Townsley, whoe had
been Chief Panger in Yosemite Natiomal Perk for 27 yoars, was & great loss to
the Service. Until February 25, 194k, Assistant Chief Hanger Wegner served
as Acting Chief Hanger. On that dute he was transferred ag Ohief Hanger to
Sequeia~-Kings Cenyonm National Park, and Oscar 2, Sedergren of ¥t. Hainier mge
sumed the duties of Chief Ranger of Yosemite Natioma) Park. For purt of the
fisoal yeer there was an aversge of 13 permenent men on the ranger force,
This number was increased to 15 by June 30, 154k, The temporary force cone
slsted of 23 seasonal rengers during the susmer of 1943, and 20 were on duty
as of June 30, 19kl

On February 1, 19k, Uistrict Renger Mernin left for duty in the Havy,
On February 9, Uistriet Hunger Frank Givens wes transferred to the position of
Loting Custodian et Joshua Treo Nutional omument. Upon the relesse of the
“regulerCustodian, Jemes Cole, from the Army, Mr. Givens returned to Yosemite
to agsume his regular position on the Yosemite remger staff,
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.ammg

There were three fatelities during the fiseal year: (1) The drowning
on July 8, 19L3, of Gdson Dsle Bomar, age 16, & Cempany employee, while fish-
ing in the Merced River sbove Nevada Mall. His body was uot recovered until
September 7; (2) the 4isappearance and aseumed drowning on July 18, of Mr,
Bmerson Holt, age 62, of Riverside, Califernia, who dissppeared while on a
hike to Morced Lake with & party of friends. No trece was found of his body,
though mumercus searches were made; (3) the disappearance and assumed drowning
on June 17, 19hl, of Arthur Muff, age 30 of Los Angeles. I% is believed that
he slipped from wet rocks while taking photogrephs, and fell inte the turbule
ent waters of Snow Creek Folls. W¥o trace of his body has been found, altheugh
searches have been carried on at intervals since his disappesrsnce.

: On January 7, rengers rescued from the Bridalvell Creek ares & U. &,
Bavy Convalescent patient who hud beoome lost while on o ski trip. He was
found suffering [rom cold and sxposure after spending a night end a day
wandering around in the snow.

Police Protection

During the fiscal ywer 13 osses were taken before the U. 5. Commissioner,
as conpured with 28 for the previous year snd with 60 ceses for the P.Y. 1941,
Fines totaling 105 were paid., Two jail sentences for five snd three montha
were imposed, snd suspended fines snd jeil sentences were ovrdered im the less
serious oages.

Wildlife and Fishplanting

Bear feeding s & control measurs was termineted on November 6, 1943, and
a vigorous trapping and removipg campaign initisted. Twenty bear were removed
prior to hibernmation, and 28 have been removed this spring. The remeved bears
were weighed and merked with white paint. Of the LB removed, it is estimated
that 25 percent had previcusly been removed, but had returned %o the Velley,
necessitating & second removel to outlying regions. Hears are well dispersed
throughout the cemping sreas in the Valley, and are vausing complaint because
of their depredations.

Az the deer population is on & gradusl decre:se, ne removal of deer was
DeCeRBRIY «

Figh planted btoteled 772,350, In order to improve prosent fishing cone
ditions, as well as for sfter the war, the flshing possession limit wes reduced
from 20 to 15 fish effedtive ot the beginmming of the 19LL fishing season,

Two new birds were added to the check list: Jage Hen (Cent
urophasgianus) and Americen Egret (Albus egretia).

Yosemite National Park, Calif,



- Insect and Tree Dissage Control - Forestry Acbivities

In oonnection with the ¥hite Pine Blister Rust control, 1011 acres re~
ceived initial eradication, and re-eradioation was sompleted on 1,602 soroge
»ainly by high scheol student workerse--slong the western vounisry of the perk
within and adjecent aress to the 1541 power line burn. Five hunired twenty-
two pine were treated for infestetion of NHeedleminer,

On Januery lh, 194k, Park Porester Emil Lrnst was furloughed for military
service as an Army Lisubenant, On Merch 18, 194k, Associate Forester Maurice
Thede of the Regional Pour 0ffioce wes dotailed to Yosenite to take over the
park forestry work.

Pires

The enly building fire of consequence wes the burning on September 24,
1943, of a mill owned by the Yosemite Park and Curry Co, in the Camp Surry
area, The loss invelved was “10,136.

Thers were 38 forest fires, resulting in e burned area of 82,13 acres.
Of the total fires, 24 were man-csused, and 14 were slarted by lightning,

With the Sransfer of Acting Chief Banger and Perk Fire Chief Vegner
to fequoln-Kings Cenyon Metional Perk, Usnper Homer Robinson, whe had been
assisting Mr. Yegner in fire control activities, was designeted Park Fire
Ch of.

The outatending treinisg program wes the fire school conference held in
Yosemite from Mey 8 to 13, inclusive, and conductel by representatives from
the Uirector's and Zeglonal Director's offices. Thirty-four Park fervice
men attended which included six park superintendenis, several assistent park
superintendents, oustodians, chiel rangers and renpers of fHegion Four aresd.
Twenby-one men of the Yosemite organization also attehdad.

: Uooperative apresnents were mede with the Comsanding O07ficers of the
Herced Alr BJese, and of Cemp Pinedele and Hammer Pleld, Fresmo, (alifornia,
to detall soldiers to this srea for the suppression of forest fires, 1f and
when an emergency necesgiteted edditionsl fire-fighbers.

Sraning

Beosure of the scercity of feed for cattle in the foothills occasioned
by the dryness of the sesson in the spring of 19Ll, cattle owners in counties
nesr the perk brought pressure to bemr on the Sscretary to open Yosemite
Hationel Park to greging. In response to their petitions, the Beorebtury ade
viged that he would consider applicetions to grage only “purebred breeding
stook™in the park. Numerous spplications were received, and in sarly June
19Uk, Reglonal Forester Harold M. Heteliff of the Region I1I Office, wae
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detailed to Yosemite to study the needs of the stockmen, to review their applios-
tions, snd o meke recemmendsbtions thereon. All applicstions received were for=
warded to the Hegiomal Director for review snd transmission to higher suthor-
ities with the recommendstions of r. Hateliff end of the Superintendent.

Sanitatlon

Bsonuge of concern emong local residents and Netiomsl Park Jervice offie
edals in charge of ganitation that the mosquitoes of Yosemite Valley might be
of the species that would carry insect borne disenses from patients at the
U, 5, Navel Uonvalescent Hospital to other individuals on the Velley Floor,

&, T, Washburn, Entomologist, U, #. Fublie Heglth Service, Ssn ‘runcisco, cone
ducted & study of this situation from June 7 to i4e His report hed not been
recoived by dune 30, but his belief waus that the Yosemite meosquitoes are nob
of the species that carry imsect borne disesses,

Lewis Memorial Hospltal

Or. O . Kuhn ontersd on duby as Medicml Uirector of Yosemite Hational

Park on June 18, 19L%, He undertock his contract st & pericd of comperative
guiesconce in Yosemite National Fark, as cumpared with prewar yesrs. Ho hug
been required to meintein the hospitel in operation with minimum medioal,
nursing and hospital facilities at all times, and with increased personnel
at the busy semsons. fecognising the difficulty of obteining nurses and other
personnel in these times, he hes mainteined a good stendards in Tact, better
than in the period just prior to his coming. Although there have been ne
. written complaints, there have been verbal omes regarding his services, but 0

particularly, regerding his personslity. However, the complaints have not been | ¢
s0 numerous as with his predecessor, and without doubt we must expect thuse come .
plications with any dootor whom we might cbtain.

Puring wue 194h F.Y, Dr. Kubn's gross income was ¥18,356.13. His net
profit, however, is not aveilable st this time as we do not have a record of
his expenditures.

The following shows the amount of busines: undertaeken by Dr., Kuhn dur-
ing all months of the Fisosl Yesr, excepting July ehd August, when reports
were not received of his sctivities:

Bunbor of COBE8 sasssessssssaverocassssnonnssanosnonassesan ?,5’1@
Fumber of office 08lle cvssesssvscssonvsovsnnscsssancsasss §,2’f@
Humbar of house 06118 .sescvevccsonsesnsssonncssssccnnnsnvas 51«3
Hoapital days:

Plon wevensssonsessassnsssssasrsssnsssdssassansncs 5%
3%?@“&@%% P T L L T lm
&Qﬁiﬂ%ﬁﬂ P RBRO B IR R PR SR AR IR B S AD PSP O RS ES LB RN BERRA 133
mjw @Wmtﬁﬁuﬁ R R }'&
Hinor ﬁ?ﬁmtﬁﬁ}m CEBE PR B OB NSRBI RIS BRI IR A RS SRRSO R AR 8
BArLMB coossnnvsssrnoncssnnssssnsssusaacnscsbbonssnsssssune ?
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Yosomite Hetional Par: Chureh

» On May 26, fev. Halph ¥, Doescher, Minieter and ixecutive “ecrstary of
the Yosemite National Perk Church and Coordimator of “eligious Activities in
the perk, snd W48, Perk Banger, passed awey a2t his heme in Yosemite after

8 geveral months illness. At & meebing of the Board of Directors of the
Yosemite Hoticnel Park Church, held on June 15, 1%Lk, the late minister's widow,
¥ras. falph Doescher, was desipnated to carry on religious activities of thisg
position until such time ms another minister could be selscted.

Miscl.

In the several bond drives, the National Park Service smployees more than
met their designeted responsibilities in reaching the established quota, 4
sertificate of werit for the fine spirit shown in purchsasing bonds was re-
ceived, Wm. Sreckenksmp, Chairmen of the Sond Drive Program, was particularly
deserving of this recognition.

Devil Postpile Hations) Honument

Supervigion was handled by the District lsnger st Tuolumne Memdows, since
‘ho temporsry man was assigned o the erea. The U, 8, Forest Service alsc 0ow
operated by keeping weteh for poseible fire. An estimated D500 people visited
the Monument, as compared with 6,082 during the previous year, '

(3GD.) FRANE A, KITTREDGE

Frank 4. Kittredge,
Superintendent.

EG
oo = Region Fowr Office.
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