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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\ The Dasher-Stevens Home is a late 19th century house, renovated '
c. 1904 in an eclectic style which features classical and Renaissance
ornament . '

This house was remodeled from an older clapboard house possibly
similar to adjacent houses built in 1870-1890, but little apparent remains
of this house. Mr. Peter Dennis, a Macon architect, produced plans for the
remodelling c. 1904, but the facade was greatly altered from the drawings.

\On the outside, the Dasher-Stevens house is a tour de force in the
use of precisely laid, multi-colored brick and terra cotta. The exterior is
veneered in an ‘extremely hard tan brick laid in 1/8 inch joints. All window
have terra cotta ornamentation and flat entablatures at the heads. The main
entry has double, full glass doors with & leaded. transom flanked by terra
cotta fluted pilasters supporting a balcony with wrought iron railing.} X
massive two story porch is supported by multi-colored round brick masonry
columns. The top part of the column is of the same tan brick as the house
and the bottom five feet of the columns is of red terra cotta. The capitals
are corinthian terra cotta and carry a deep entablature. The front porch
extends midway each side elevation with one story roofs supported by square
terra cotta columns. A niche at the exterior of the chimney near the second
floor contained a small terra cotta bust of a girl, but has now been removed
for safe keeping.

On the interior mahogany stained wainscotting is found in the center
hall, parlor, living room and dining room. A matching stair rail continues
to the second floor. The living and dining rooms bave ornamental, stamped
metal ceilings; all other rooms have plaster walls and ceilings. The parlo
has a large, unusually graceful cornice molding, gilt picture mold, and plas
light medallion. The mantels in the three main ¥ooms are seven feet high,
with mirrors, and are supported by elaborately carved lions' heads, and are
covered in wood applique tracery. The floors in these three areas and in th
center hall are wood parquet and have a mahogany inlaid Greek cross border.
Wood moldings are deeply revealed. The other rooms of the house have pine
floors, plaster walls and ceilings, and small wood mantels. The staircase
in the shapeof a "U" across the rear of the hall, is lighted by a palladian
window with stained glass set in lead. ( One small windew is missing glass.)

The present condition is such that most of the details. are in good
condition and the house could be restored to its 1904 condition with
minimum expenditure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dasher-Stevens House, presently an office building in a proposed
historic district of Macon, is an early 20th century interpretation
of Renalssance revival = rendered in an unique variety of ceramic material
This house was originally remodeled (c.1904)Wby Mr. Peter Dennis, architec
for Mr. -W.P. Stevens who owned Stevens Pottery, Manufacturers of ceramic

pottery A

Mr. Steven's daughter, Mrs. Washington Dessau, now in her eighties,
recalling the renovation of this house, stated that it originally was
similar to the other adjacent weatherboarded houses, both of which are
still standing. (One of these houses can be seen in the 1908 picture
enclosed.) Mrs. Dessau said the brick came from "up north" and are smooth
and uniform. Théy may have come from Gfen-Gerry in Philadelphia, or
from brick plants near Baltimore, or perhaps even from Belgium. Locai
brick manufacturers are much impressed with the good quality of brick and
the precision with which they were laid with fine mortar joints. In the
opinion of the president of Cherokee Brick Company, there is no other
structure here that equals this one with regard to the use of brick and
terra cotta for permanence and oxrnamentation.

This early 20th century version 85f the classical revival style is an
example both of the strength of that tradition in Middle Georgia and of th
renewed interest in Renaissance-like classicism and scale brought on
nationally by such events as the Chicago Exposition of 1893. That the
original owner was in the ceramic business no doubt determined the choice
of materials and thus the house was an advertisement for what could be
done with fired clay to execute a multitude of imaginatively conceived
Renaissance style motifs resulting in an imposing terra cotta colored
mansion which could be of no other era than its own. Yet even though the
style of the house is firmly in the picturesque eclectit. tradition, it
still could be said to be forward-looking because of the disciplined
design quality both in part and in the whole conception. That a, contempor
architect has chosen it as his office is quite signjficant Since\one could
almost say the house is "Funky Renaissance Revival;'"§ certainly no other
house in Macon quite like it survives, was probably ever built, nor will
ever be duplicated.
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