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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Smithville Historical District is formed on 3 sides 
of Smithville Lake, with a narrow stretch along the east 
side and major portions to the north and south. The northern 
section contains the mansion and service building complex.
This complex is surrounded by a massive stone and brick wall, 
which forms an "L" shaped enclosure, the long side of which 
parallels the Smithville-Jacksonville Road. This is the 
main road which runs north-south through the district.
To the west of the manor complex are 2 streets of workers 
houses. The houses still stand on the southern street but 
only 2 remain on the northern street, along with a few 
foundations. To the east of the manor complex, across the 
Smithville-Jacksonville Road, are the remains of a sizable 
farm complex; consisting of a large frame barn and several 
brick buildings some of which are in ruins. There is also a 
brick house which probably dates from the early 19th century.

All of the aforementioned structures occur on upward 
sloping ground north of Rancocas Creek, which meanders in a 
generally east-westerly direction, slightly north of Smith
ville Lake.

South of the manor complex, and slightly north of Rancocas 
Creek, is a frame gothic cottage of the mid 19th century.
There are also 2 brick shed roof factory buildings on the 
north-west shore of the lake. It is possible that at one 
time there were 4 buildings in that location.

The narrow stretch of the district, east of the lake,, 
forms a thin strip of high ground between the lake and the 
low lying swamp land to the east.

The large southern portion of the district contains 
another cluster of buildings. On the west side of the main 
road is the old brick school house which is on the southeast 
shore of the lake. The building is currently the Easthampton 
Municipal Building. Next to it is a small fram house and the 
intersection of Forest Avenue, which runs east-west. Along 
this street are several large houses which date c. 1870.
Further south on the Smithville-Jacksonville Road, is a 
railroad crossing with another cluster of buildings including 
a church and 4 mid 19th century frame houses.

The architectural focal point of the district is the manor 
house, which is an unusually fine example of a Greek Revival 
residence. It is central hall plan, 5 bay, brick building 
with a hip roof terminating in a balustrade. The third 
floor has windows which have Chinese screens, are formed
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

~AIR 

CONDITION 

_,r;>ETERIORATEO 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTEREO 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED OAT~---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWtJ) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Smithville Historical District is formed on 3 sides 
of Smithville Lake, with a narrow stretch along the east 
side and major portions to the north and south. The northern 
section contains the mansion and service building complex. 
This complex is surrounded by a massive stone and brick wall, 
which forms an "L" shaped enclosure, the long side of which 
parallels the Smithville-Jacksonville Road. This is the 
main road which runs north-south through the district. 
To the west of the manor complex are 2 streets of workers 
houses. The houses still stand on the southern street but 
only 2 remain on the northern street, along with a few 
foun~ations. To the east of the manor complex, across the 
Smithville-Jacksonville Road, are the remains of a sizable 
farm complex; consisting of a large frame barn and several 
brick buildings some of which are in ruins. There is also a 
brick house which probably dates from the early 19th century. 

All of the aforementioned structures occur on upward 
sloping ground north of Rancocas Creek, which meanders in a 
generally east-westerly direction, slightly north of Smith
ville Lake. 

South of the manor complex, and slightly north of Rancocas 
Creek, is a frame gothic cottage of the mid 19th century. · 
There are also 2 brick shed roof fact ory buildings on the 
north-west shore 0£ the lake. It is possible that at one 
time there were 4 buildings in that location. 

The narrow stretch of the district, east of the lake, . 
forms a thin strip of high ground between the lake and the 
low lying swamp land to the east. 

The large southern portion of the district contains 
another cluster of buildings. On the west side of the main 
road is the old brick school house which is on the southeast 
shore of the lake. The building is currently the Easthampton 
Municipal Building. Next to it is a small fram house and the 
intersection of Forest Avenue, which runs east-west. Along 
this street are several large houses which date c. 1870. 
Further south on the Smithville-Jacksonville Road, is a 
railroad crossing with another cluster of buildings including 
a church and 4 mid 19th century frame houses. 

The architectural focal point of the district is the manor 
house, which is an unusually fine example of a Greek Revival 
residence. It is central hall plan, 5 bay, brick building 
with a hip roof terminating in a balustrade. The third 
floor has windows which have Chinese screens, are formed 

(cont.) 



Form No. 1f)-300a 
(fiev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NFS USi OiNlEf 

RECEJVEO APR. 6 '19?6 .;v , ;

DATEENTIRiO RAY 12 1977

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE /

into a deep entablature, which is articulated by a
brick string course. The main facades, which face north and
south, have central, 3 bay, doric porticos of one story each.
The mansion also has a 4 bay 2 story extention, on the west 
side, whose parapet roof is surmounted by a small square 
cupola. Adjacent to the mansion is a continuous series of 
service buildings, which form an L shaped complex. Begin
ning at a point just west of the mansion, it meanders northward, 
with many additions, to the rear wall of the property. It 
also Starts westward from that point, bridges a service road 
and meanders westward to the west property wall. In addition 
to stables and other services, this complex also contains 
recreation facilities including a bowling alley. In the north
east corner of the mansion property is a 2 story brick building.

The massive stoned brick wall, which surrounds the 
manor property, is capped by a heavy sloped iron plate, and 
crowned with iron spikes. Near the center of the east wall is 
the main carriage entrance which is flanked by a pair of large 
iron urns. The other entrance occurs on the south wall, 
directly on axis with the south portico of the mansion. It 
is flanked by a pair of cast iron eagles, on octagonal piers.
These eagles do not frame the gat^'Symmetrici^.^'^ This is due 
to the arrangement of their wingsS~Because they were cast 
from the same mold, the eagle on the left gate post has its 
outer wing lowered and inner wing raised, while the eagle on 
the right gate post has its inner wing lowered and its outer 
wing raised.

This is the main approach to the mansion. The grounds 
are well landscaped in the fashion of a formal garden with 
statuary and a pair of iron fountains.

The workers houses to the west of the manor complex, are 
simple, flatroofed, 2 story, frame houses, with denticular 
cornices and sash windows. A typical example is the double 
house on Park Avenue, which has a double porch with one 
central column, and Italianate "gingerbread" bracketting.

Most of the houses south of the lake are similar to this 
except.that many have the added feature of a garret story third 
floor.
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into a deep entablature, which is articulated by a 
brick string course. The main facades, which face north and 
south, have central, 3 bay, doric porticos of one story each. 
The mansion also has a 4 bay 2 story extention, on the west 
side, whose parapet roof is surmounted by a small square 
cupola. Adjacent to the mansion is a continuous series of 
service buildings, which form an L shaped complex. Begin-
ning at a point just west of the mansion, it meanders northward, 
with many additions, to the rear wall of the property. It 
also starts westward from that point, bridges a service road 
and meanders westward to the west property wall. In addition 
to stables and other services, this complex also contains 
recreation facilities including a bowling alley. In the north
east corner of the mansion property is a 2 story brick building. 

The massive stoned brick wall, which surrounds the 
manor property, is capped by a heavy sloped iron plate, and 
crowned with iron spikes. Near the center of the east wall is 
the main carriage entrance which is flanked by a pair of large 
iron urns. The other entrance occurs on the south wall, 
directly on axis with the south portico of the mansion. It 
is flanked by a pair of cast iron eagles, on octagonal piers. 
These eagles do not frame the gat~etiicly Y\ This is due 
to the arrangement of their wings~e·cause they were cast 
from the same mold, the eagle on the left gate post has its 
outer wing lowered and inner wing raised, while the eagle on 
the right gate post has its inner wing lowered and its outer 
wing raised. 

This is the main approach to the mansion. The grounds 
are well landscaped in the fashion of a formal garden with 
statuary and a pair of iron fountains. 

The workers houses to the west of the manor complex, are 
simple, flatroaf~d, 2 story, frame houses, with denticular 
cornices and sash windows. A typical example is the double 
house on Park Avenue, which has a double porch with one 
central column, and Italianate "gingerbread" bracketting. 

Most of the houses south of the lake are similar to this 
except _that many have the added feature of a garret story third 
floor. 
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Description
Smithvllle Historic District

The district consists of two major areas of historic buildings which occur on 
opposite sides of Smithville Lake. The lake was included because it was built 
and enlarged by successive owners of the town (including Hezeklah Smith), and 
is intimately associated with the town's history.

Although the surviving buildings are somewhat scattered, evidence indicates that 
at one time the concentration of buildings was much greater. Many of the frame 
workers houses have been demolished. This is particularly true of the southern 
panhandle area.

Evidence indicates that there was an additional row of houses north of Park 
Avenue and that there were two additional factory buildings in the present 
factory complex.

The northern end of the district is a relatively contiguous group of buildings. 
The buildings at the southern end are fewer and more widely spaced, but they 
still read as a distinct group, and are distinguishable from the surrounding 
country side. As on approaches along the Smithville-Jacksonville Road, they 
appear to be a;small hamlet.

Although the two halves of the town and the lake are contiguous, their visual 
connection is weak. However, the district boundaries were drawn to include all 
three for the following reasons.

1. This recognizes the fact that they are contiguous;
2. this recognizes their common historical association;
3. The one time size and extent of the company town is indicated by 

the disposition of the remaining buildings.

Comprehensive Inventory

1. Manor Complex: 3 story Greek Revival brick mansion with side wing, rear
wing, and stable. Surrounded by a formal garden and a brick wall.

2. Nos. 10 & 11 Park Avenue: double house (worker's housing), frame with 4
major bays, plus a central entrance double porch (one side serving each 

' ; .half*of the House) vaguely Italianate styling. Asbestos siding.
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The district consists of two major areas of historic buildings which occur on 
opposite sides of Smithville Lake. The lake was included because it was built 
and enlarged by successive owners of the town (including Hezekiah Smith), and 
is intimately associated with the town's history. 

Although the surviving buildings are somewhat scattered, evidence indicates that 
at one time the concentration of buildings was much greater. Many of the frame 
workers houses have been demolished. This is particularly true of the southern 
panhandle area. 

Evidence indicates that there was an additional row of houses north of Park 
Avenue and that there were two additional factory buildings in the present 
factory complex. 

The northern end of the district is a relatively contiguous group of buildings. 
The buildings at : the southern end are fewer and more widely spaced, but they 
still read as a distinct group, and are distinguishable from the surrounding 
country side. As on approaches along the Smithville-Jacksonville Road, they 
appear to be a ,small hamlet. 

Although the two halves of the town and the lake are contiguous, their visual 
connection is weak. However, the district boundaries were drawn to include all 
three for the following reasons. 

1. This recognizes the fact that they are contiguous; 
2. this recognizes their connnon historical association; 
3. The one time size and extent of the company town is indicated by 

the disposition of the remaining buildings. 

Comprehensive Inventory 

1. Manor Complex: 3 story Greek Revival brick mansion with side wing, rear 
wing, and stable. Surrounded by a formal garden and a brick wall. 

2. Nos. 10 & 11 Park Avenue: double house (worker's housing), frame with 4 
major bays, plus a central entrance double porch {one side serving each 

-half. of, the House) vaguely Italianate styling. Asbestos siding. 
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3. Nos. 8&9 Park Avenue: double house (workers housing), frame, similar to #2
except that the 2 bay entrance porch has only one column (located in the 
center) with elaborate scroll brackets in the comers. (asbestos sided)

4. No. 7 Park Avenue: 2 story, 5 bay single house (workers housing), frame, vaguely
Italianate. (asbestos sided)

5. No. 6 Park Avenue: similar to #4.

6. Nos. 4 & 5 Park Avenue: 2 story double house (workers housing) of 4 major bays
with central double entrance and a wide 3 bay Italianate porch, (asbestos 
sided)

7. No.1 Park Avenue: similar to #4

8. No. 2117 Mead Lane: mid-19th century 2 bay, 2 story clapboard frame house of
simple character.

9. Park Avenue and Smlthville-Jacksonville Road: 2 1/2 story frame Gothic Revival
house with rear porch and out buildings which has tie beam motif.

10. Farmhouse (farm complex): 2 story, 3 bay, pitch roof, scored stucco with clapboard,
shed roof side wing, one bay front porch.

11. A large brick stable (farm complex) with iron lintels. Building has domestic
form with pitch roof 2 1/2 stories and 6 bays (mid-19th century).

12. Warehouse (farm complex) 3 story brick with iron lintels, 3 bays on a side and
a shallow pitch roof.

13. Large barn (farm complex) recently constructed using the remains of an old brick
wall as an end wall.

14. River Street factory buildings, 2 story, 14 bays, brick with a slightly pitched
shed roof.

15. River Street factory complex: at one time 2 stories, now one, brick, much altered.

16. River Street iron truss bridge whose ends are decorated with cast iron pineapples.

17. Easthampton Twp,. Municipal Hall: a "T" plan building with the entrance at the
bottom of the "T", brick with entrance tower and spire and a 6 bay hall to 
the rear, 1 story with raised basement, (late 19th century)
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3. Nos. 8&9 Park Avenue: double house (workers housing), frame, similar to #2 
except that the 2 bay entrance porch has only one column (located in the 
center) with elaborate scroll brackets in the corners. (asbestos sided) 

4. No. 7 Park Avenue: 2 story, 5 bay single house (workers housing), frame, vaguely 
Italianate. (asbestos sided) 

5. No. 6 Park Avenue: similar to #4. 

6. Nos. 4 & 5 Park Avenue: 2 story double house (workers housing) of 4 major bays 
with central double entrance and a wide 3 bay Italianate porch. (asbestos 
sided) 

7. No.1 Park Avenue: similar to #4 

8. No. 2117 Mead Lane: mid-19th century 2 bay, 2 story clapboard frame house of 
simple character. 

9. Park Avenue and Smithville-Jacksonville Road: 2 1/2 story frame Gothic Revival 
house with rear porch and out buildings which has tie beam motif. 

10. Farmhouse (farm complex): 2 story, 3 bay, pitch roof, scored stucco with clapboard, 
shed roof side wing, one bay front porch. 

11. A large brick stable (farm complex) with iron lintels. Building has domestic 
form with pitch roof 2 1/2 stories and 6 bays (mid-19th ce~tury). 

12. Warehouse (farm complex) 3 story brick with iron lintels, 3 bays on a side and 
a shallow pitch roof. 

13. Large barn (farm complex) recently constructed using the remains of an old brick 
wall as an end wall. 

14. River Street_factory buildings, 2 story, 14 bays, brick with a slightly pitched 
shed roof. 

15. River Street factory complex: at one time 2 stories, now one, brick, much altered. 

16. River Street iron truss bridge whose ends are decorated with cast iron pineapples. 

17. Easthampton Twp, . . Municipal Hall: a "T" plan building with the entrance at the 
bottom of the "T", brick with entrance tower and spire and a 6 bay hall to 
the rear, 1 story with raised basement. (late 19th century) 
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18. No. 28 Smlthville-Jacksonville Rd.: 2 story frame clapboard house with a side wing
and gable end returns. (mid-19th century)

19. Nos. 33 & 35 Forrest Avenue: double house (workers housing),frame, 4 major bays
with double entrance in the center, no porch, steep pitch roof, (asbestos 
siding)

20. Forrest Avenue and Smithville-Jacksonville Road: similar to #19.

21. Nos. 32 5e 34 Forrest Avenue: double house, similar to #19.

22. No. 45 Smithville-Jacksonville Road: similar to #19 but with fine medalion cornice,
small rear shed extention and a 2 bay front porch.

23 & 24. United Methodist Church and Parsonage: Greek Revival basilican clapboard 
church with frontal tower and belvidere. Parsonage has gable end returns 
and clapboard surface, 3 bays, 2 1/2 stories.

25. No. 51 Smithville-Jacksonville Road: similar to #19 but with 3 bay porch with 
columns which are square cut in Eastlake shape turnings

Form No. 10-300a 
{Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 01- THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 

FORNPSUSEONLY 

RECEIVEOFEB 17 
DATE ENTERED -MAY 1 

7 PAGE ~ 

18. No. 28 Smithville-Jacksonville Rd.: 2 story frame clapboard house with a side wing 
and gable end returns. (mid-19th century) _,/') 

, 

19. Nos. 33 & 35 Forrest Avenue: double house (workers housing),frame, 4 major bays 
with double entrance in the center, no porch, steep pitch roof. (asbestos 
siding) 

20. Forrest Avenue and Smithville-Jacksonville Road: similar to #19. 

21. Nos. 32 & 34 Forrest Avenue: double house, similar to #19. 

22. No. 45 Smithville-Jacksonville Road: similar to #19 but with fine medalion cornice, 
small rear shed extention and a 2 bay front porch. 

23 & 24. United Methodist Church and Parsonage: Greek Revival basilican clapboard 
church with frontal tower and belvidere. Parsonage has gable end returns 
and clapboard surface, 3 bays, 2 1/2 stories. 

25. No. 51 Smithville-Jacksonville Road: similar to #19 but with 3 bay porch with 
columns which are square cut in Eastlake shape turnings 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Industry:

The Smithville Historic District constitutes an intact, 
surviving comp^ii.^ ,;^own, of the mid 19th century. As such it 
demonstrates, its placement of the manor house in the midst
of the factory and workers housing cluster, a relationship 
between management and labor which was no longer possible 

^ with the advent of big business. In addition, it was a 
fertile ground of engineering innovation which produced one 
of the world's only bicycle railroad, and developed a prototype 
of the modern bicycle.

Architecture:

The mansion is a large, imposing, and unusually is a 
fine example of Greek Revival architecture in New Jersey. In 
addition, there are a number of Italianate workers houses 
which constitute a period dormitory complex.

History:
The first settlers in the vicinity were mainly Dutch and 

English Quakers seeking refuge from persecution in Europe.The first kn^n settler on the Rancocas Creek at Smithville 
was Jacob Parxer, who built a dam in the vicinity in 1789 
for a mill. During the American War of Independence, en
trenchments were dug in the Smithville Woods by the men of General Philemon Dickenson's B^gade to forestall General 
Clinton's retreat from Philadelphia. Traces of these works 
were still visible on the landscape in 1936. In 1828,
Jonathan and Samuel Shreve, who kept a store in ColTombus, 
moved to the Parker location and established a calico factory. 
They built a town here and called it Shreveville. In 1848, a 
Mr. Samuel Sample was brought over from Scotland to be in 
charge of the factory, and shortly thereafter, another factory 
was built to manufacture spool cotton thread. It is said 
that the first spool cotton in the United States was made 
at Shreveville.

The Shreve family built the present mansion in 1842. 
Disaster struck in 1856, however, when the factory burned, 
the Shreves went bankrupt, and Samuel Semple moved to Mount
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The Smithville Historic District constitutes an intact, 
surviving comp~ ,\J own, of the mid 19th century. A~ such i~ 
demonstrates, -.J)y .its placement of the manor house in the midst 
of the factory and workers housing cluster, a relationship 
between management and labor which was no longer possible 
with the advent of big business. In addition, it was a 

fert~le ground of engineering innovation which produced one 
o f ·t h e world's only bicycle railroad, and developed a prototype 
of the modern bicycle. 

Architecture: 

The mansion is a large, imposing, and unusually is a 
fine example of Greek -Revival architecture in New Jersey. In 
addition, there are a number of Italianate workers houses 
which constitute a period dormitory complex. 

History: 

The first settlers in the vicinity were mainly Dutch and 
English Quak~s seeking refuge from persecution in Europe. 
The first kn n settler on the Rancocas Creek at Smithville 
was Jacob Par er, who built a dam in the vicinity in 1789 
for a mill. During the American War of Independence, en
trenchments were dug in the Smi thville Woods by the men of 
General Philemon Dickenson's B~gade to forestall General 
Clinton's retreat from Philadelphia. Traces of these works 
were still visible on the landscape in 1936. In 1828, 
Jonathan and Samuel Shreve, who kept a store in Columbus, 
moved to the Parker location and established a calico factory. 
They built~ town here and called it Shreveville. In 1848, a 
Mr. Samuel Sample was brought over from Scotland to be in 
charge of the factory, and shortly thereafter, another factory 
was built to manufacture spool cotton thread. It is said 
that the first spool cotton in the United States was made 
at Shreveville. 

The Shreve family built the present mansion in 1842. 
Disaster struck in 1856, however, when the factory burned, 
the Shreves went bankrupt, and Samuel Semple moved to Mount 
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Holly. In 1865, Hezekiah Smith came upon the scene and 
purchased the manor and factory for $23,000. Shortly there
after, the name of the town changed to Smithville.

Hezekiah B. Smith was born in Bridgewater, Vermont, 
where his family had been neighbors of the Coolidges of 
nearby Plymouth. At 14 he found a job with a cabinetmaker 
in Woodstock and was soon given charge of all the shop 
machinery.

Within five years Hezekiah had his own furniture factory 
in an abandoned balcksmith's shack and was soon shipping 
furniture to Bostoh, Lowell and Springfield. He saved his 
money and by early manhood had become prosperous and respected.

Smith eventually became a leading manufacturer of window 
blinds. By the end of the Civil War he had outgrown his 
plant. Determined to move, he visited the village of Shreveport 
(also called Shreveville), New Jersey. He wished to buy a 
plant with unlimited opportunity for expansion in a rural 
area where he would not compete for labor. Nestling along 
Rancocas Creek, the village consisted of several serviceable 
large buidlings, a tavern, about 35 homes for employees and 
a dilapidated manor house. A millpond provided water power, 
a single-track railroad connected with the main line at 
Mount Holly, three miles away.

Smith bought the whole community, including 2,000 acres 
of land, and had the name changed to Smithville. His 
machinery was installed, the millpond enlarged and extensive 
additions made to the factory buildings.

Smith extensively altered the mansion, adding a billiard 
room and bowling alley, a stable, coach house, conservatory 
and greenhouse. Formal gardens were planted, and around 
the whole a tall brick fence was constructed with large 
eagles above the main gate. A barn with a tower that could 
be seen for miles was constructed. Smith claimed that he 
spent altogether over a half-million dollars on his town.

Then Agnes Gilkinson arrived. Introduced as Mrs.
Smith, she was a charming hostess and beautiful. As a girl 
she had been one of Smith's employees. He sent her to 
finishing school and later to the Woman's Medical College of
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Holly. In 1865, Hezekiah Smith came upon the scene and 
purchased the manor and factory for $23,000. Shortly there
after, the name of the town changed to Smithville. 

Hezekiah B. 
where his family 
nearby Plymouth. 
in Woodstock and 
machinery. 

Smith was born in Bridgewater, Vermont, 
had been neighbors of the Coolidges of 

At 14 he found a job with a cabinetmaker 
was soon given charge of all the shop 

Within five ~ears Hezekiah had his own furniture factory 
in an abandoned ba~cksmith's shack and was soon shipping 
furniture to Bostoh, Lowell and Springfield. He saved his 
money and by early manhood had become prosperous and respected. 

Smith eventually became a leading manufacturer of window 
blinds. By the end of the Civil War he had outgrown his 
plant. Determined to move, he visited the village of Shreveport 
(also called Shreveville), New Jersey. He wished to buy a 
plant with unlimited opportunity for expansion in a rural 
area where he would not compete for labor. Nestling along 
Rancocas Creek, the village consisted of several serviceable 
large buidlings, a tavern, about 35 homes for employees and 
a dilapidated manor house. A millpond provided water power, 
a single-track railroad connected with the main line at 
Mount Holly, three miles away. 

Smith bought the whole community, including 2,000 acres 
of land, and had the name changed to Smithville. His 
machinery was installed, the millpond enlarged and extensive 
additions made to the factory buildings. 

Smith extensively altered the mansion, adding a billiard 
room and bowling alley, a stable, coach house, conservatory 
and greenhouse. Formal gardens were planted, and around 
the whole a tall brick fence was constructed with large 
eagles above the main gate. A barn with a tower that could 
be seen for miles was constructed. Smith claimed that he 
spent altogether over a half-million dollars on his town. 

Then Agnes Gilkinson arrived. Introduced as Mrs. 
Smith, she was a charming hostess and beautiful. As a girl 
she had been one of Smith's employees. He sent her to 
finishing school and later to the Woman's Medical College of 
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Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, the only one in the country at 
that time. In Smithville, Agnes acted as company physician 
and edited the Smithville Mechanic, a weekly magazine.

The H. B. Smith Machine Company became the largest 
woodworking machinery plant in the country. It filed about 
65 patents, some quite startling. Experiments were made 
"with a mechanism applied to the center of a long-line 
shafting which would under sudden stress allow either section 
of the revolve independently of the other." Perfected, this 
later became the automobile differential.

In.1879, one of the nation's first horseless carriages was 
constructed at Smithville. Using a kerosene-burning steam 
engine with a fire-tube boiler and three-speed gear, the 
vehicle operated successfully on a number of trial runs but, 
since it frightened both horses and people. Smith concluded 
it was too dangerous. "Put it away, Fritz", he said to his 
helper. "We're 20 years ahead of time".

Smith had high hopes for an experimental tricycle, but 
it never caught on. He also built a steam-driven bicycle, 
one of the first motorcycles. The engine was on the steering 
column, and power was applied to the rear wheel by a leather 
belt. Later he used steam to drive a tricycle.

Bicycles were growing in popularity in the 1870's. It 
was in 1879 that George W. Pressey came to see Smith. The 
inventor impressed Smith and, after successful tests. Smith 
agreed to make the safety bicycle, paying Pressey a royalty 
on each one sold. Thus the Star bicycle was born, hitting 
the market in 1881. Although some objections were raised 
that, with its small wheel in front, it didn't look much 
like a bike, the Star's speed and safety made it an almost 
immediate success.

Early Stars 
rear wheel hub. 
and by the middle 
much like today's 
of competition, 
tour the country 
announced that he

were driven by straps that wound around the 
Chain drives were introduced in the Eighties, 
of that decade the newest bicycles looked 

Smith pushed his models hard in the face 
He employed Tom Finley, a noted athlete, to 
on a Star. In Washington, D.C., Finley 
would ride down the Capitol steps. The

(cont.)
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Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, the only one in the country at 
that time. In Smithville, Agnes acted as company physician 
and edited the Smithville Mechanic, a weekly magazine. 

The H. B. Smith Machine Company became the largest 
woodworking machinery plant in the country. It filed about 
65 patents, some quite startling. Experiments were made 
"with a mechanism applied to the center of a long-line 
shafting which would under sudden stress allow either section 
of the revolve independently of the other." Perfected, this 
later became the automobile differential. 

In .1879, one of the nation's first horseless carriages was 
constructed at Smithville. Using a kerosene-burning steam 
engine with a fire-tube boiler and three-speed gear, the 
vehicle operated successfully on a number of trial runs but, 
since it frightened both horses and people, Smith concluded 
it was too dangerous. "Put it away, Fritz", he said to his 
helper . "We' re 20 years ahead of time". 

Smith had high hopes for an experimental tricycle, but 
it never caught on. He also built a steam-driven bicycle, 
one of the first motorcycles. The engine was on the steering 
column, and power was applied to the rear wheel by a leather 
belt. Later he used steam to drive a tricycle. 

Bicycles were growing in popularity in the 1870's. It 
was in 1879 that George W. Pressey came to see Smith. The 
inventor impressed Smith and, after successful tests, Smith 
agreed to make the safety bicycle, paying Pressey a royalty 
on each one sold. Thus the Star bicycle was born, hitting 
the market in 1881. Although some objections were raised 
that, with its small wheel in front, it didn't look much 
like a bike, the Star's speed and safety made it an almost 
immediate success. 

Ea.rly Stars were driven by straps that wound around the 
rear wheel hub. Chain drives were introduced in the Eighties, 
and by the middle of that decade the newest bicycles looked 
much like today's . Smith pushed his models hard in the face 
of competition. He employed Tom Finley, a noted athlete, to 
tour the country on a Star. In Washington, D.C., Finley 
announced that he would ride down the Capitol steps. The 

(cont.) 
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police arrested him, but then relented and let him accomplish 
the feat. He also rode down Mount Washington and, it is 
said, did bike tricks in the Philadelphia Academy of Music.

Finley won the world bicycle record for the mile: two
minutes, 34.4 seconds. Star records ranged from the half mile 
to the 100 mile and included the "hands-off" half-mile and mile.

Smith correctly concluded that the bicycle craze would 
slowly die down and, although gross Star sales became several 
times larger than those of woodworking machinery, he refused 
to allow his original product to be neglected. He did, however, 
inspire the use of the bicycle to solve a major problem. 
Smithville did not have enough houses for all of Smith's 
employees, so almost half of them lived in Mount Holly. The 
connecting railroad was principally used for freight, and the 
railroad compnay refused to add passenger runs. So Smith 
put an employee, Arthur E. Hotchkiss, to work planning the 
world's first bicycle railroad.

Although it wasn't finished until after Smith's death, 
the Hotchkiss Bicycle Railroad remains a testament to his 
foresight. It was essentially a grooved metal monorail, held 
up by a trestle, from which the cycles hung. They held one to 
four passengers, who did the work, pedaling from the outskirts 
of Mount Holly to the center of Smithville, crossing the Ran- 
cocas Creek seven times, all in from eight to ten minutes.
It lasted form 1892 to 1898, and a ride on it became a popular 
Sunday diversion for young couples. They would line up 
outside the Pine Street terminal in Mount Holly and wait for 
hours to take turns. Gradually, most of the employees got 
their own bikes and the novelty of the railroad wore off.

Smith also used his considerable talent as a promoter to 
persue a brief political career.

On a bright day in 1878 a processing marched toward the 
courthouse square of Toms River, New Jersey. The band, 
resplendent in gold-braided uniforms, struck up "Hail the 
Conquering Hero Comes".

Several carriages followed the band. In the first, an 
open landau, sat two men. One was large and middle-aged,

(cont.)
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police arrested him, but then relented and let him accomplish 
the feat . He also rode down Mount Washington and, it is 
said, did bike tricks in the Philadelphia Academy of Music. 

Finley won the world bicycle record for the mile: two 
minutes, 34.4 seconds. Star records ranged from the half mile 
to the 100 mile and included the ''hands-off" half-mile and mile. 

Smith correctly concluded that the bicycle craze would 
slowly die down and, although gross Star sales became several 
times larger than those of woodworking machinery, he refused 
to allow his original product to be neglected. He did, however, 
inspire the use of the bicycle to solve a major problem. 
Smithville did not have enough houses for all of Smith's 
employees, so almost half of them lived in Mount Holly. The 
connecting railroad was principally used for freight, and the 
railroad compnay refused to add passenger runs. So Smith 
put an employee, Arthur E. Hotchkiss, to work planning the 
world's first bicycle railroad. 

Although it wasn't finished until after Smith's death, 
the Hotchkiss Bicycle Railroad remains a testament to his 
foresight. It was essentially a grooved metal monorail, held 
up by a trestle, from which the cycles hung. They held one to 
four passengers, who did the work, pedaling from the outskirts 
of Mount Holly to the center of Smithville, crossing the Ran
cocas Creek seven times, all in from eight to ten minutes. 
It lasted form 1892 to 1898, and a ride on it became a popular 
Sunday diversion for young couples. They would line up 
outside the Pine Street terminal in Mount Holly and wait for 
hours to take turns. Gradually, most of the employees got 
their own bikes and the novelty of the railroad wore off. 

Smith also used his considerable talent as a promoter to 
persue a brief political career. 

On a bright day in 1878 a processing marched toward the 
courthouse square of Toms River, New Jersey. The band, 
resplendent in gold-braided uniforms, struck up "Hail the 
Conquering Hero Comes". 

Several carriages followed the band. In the first, an 
open landau, sat two men. One was large and miqdle-aged, 
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thickly bearded, continuously waving to the crowd. The other 
was old and wizened, a silent figure huddling under a paisley 
shawl. Behind them came a one-man sulky pulled by a harnessed 
moose 1

Thus did Hezekiah Bradley Smith run for Congress on the 
Democratic and Greenback ticket. He had decided that the 
only way he could lure his rural backers to his meetings was 
by arousing curiosity. Hence the moose and the presence of 
Alexander Hamilton Stephens, former vice president of the 
Confederacy. South Jersey had been pro-South during the 
Civil War: "a nest of Copperheads".

The famers flocked to the rallies, drawn either by 
the moose or the former rebel, and Smith was elected. Two 
years later, the farmers failed to attend either the rallies 
or the polls. Stephens was running for governor of Georgia 
and was no longer available. Smith lost and later served a 
term as a state senator.

Smith died in 1887, leaving the bulk of his estate to 
establish a mechanic school for boys. But his son. Captain 
Elton A. Smith, succeeded in breaking the will, and eventually 
became president of the H. B. Smith Machine Co.

The Star bicycles were produced until 1910. By then 
bikes looked much as they do today, with wheels of equal 
size. But the bicycle boom, which had begun in the 18 80's 
was petering out because all popular attention as fixed on 
automobiles.

As in many towns of that era, the company ran all aspects 
of life in the town. Smith was progressive in his dealings 
with the workers. He built a school, opera house, zoo, church, 
ballroom and other facilities for the town. He paid top 
wages, held to a nine hour day and closed his plants Saturday 
afternoons. He footed the bill for the Smithville Silver 
Coronet Band and paid its members for their services when he 
ran successfully for the U.S, House of Representatives.

Form No. 1,P-300a 
o'<ev.' 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

APR 6 . 1976 
RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED MAY 12 1977 

PAGE 1: 
thickly bearded, continuously waving to the crowd. The other 
was old and wizened, a silent figure huddling under a paisley 
shawl. Behind them came a one-man sulky pulled by a harnessed 
moose: 

Thus did Hezekiah Bradley Smith run for Congress on the 
Democratic and Greenback ticket. He had decided that the 
only way he could lure his rural backers to his meetings was 
by arousing curiosity. Hence the moose and the presence of 
Alexander Hamilton Stephens, former vice president of the 
Confederacy. South Jersey had been pro-South during the 
Civil War: 11 a nest of Copperheads 11

• 

The farmers flocked to the rallies, drawn either by 
the moose or the former rebel, and Smith was elected. Two 
years later, the farmers failed to attend either the rallies 
or the polls. Stephens was running for governor of Georgia 
and was no longer available. Smith lost and later served a 
term as a state senator. 

Smith died in 1887, leaving the bulk of his estate to 
establish a mechanic school for boys. But his son, Captain 
Elton A. Smith, succeeded in breaking the will, and eventually 
became president of the H. B. Smith Machine Co. 

The Star bicycles were produced until 1910. By then 
bikes looked much as they do today, with wheels of equal 
size. But the bicycle boom, which had begun in the 1880's 
was petering out because all popular attention as fixed on 
automobiles. 

As in many towns of that era, the company ran all aspects 
of life in the town. Smith was progressive in his dealings 
with the workers. He built a school, opera house, zoo, church, 
ballroom and other facilities for the town. He paid top 
wages, held to a nine hour day and closed his plants Saturday 
afternoons. He footed the bill for the Smithville Silver 
Coronet Band and paid its members for their services when he 
ran successfully for the U.S. House of Representatives. 
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Significance:
Smithville Historic District

In 19th century lew Jersey there were a number of 
dominated by one concern.

industrial towns which were owned or

But few survive as well as Smithville. Other period examples, notably Allaire, Batsto 
and Atsion, lost considerably more of their original fabric. Batsto, for example, 
has no surviving Industrial buildings, few surviving worker's houses. Oxford, in 
Warren County, is probably the only period New Jersey company town which is clearly 
more intact than Smithville.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the intersection of Maple Avenue and the Smithville-Jacksonville Road proceed 
due east for 375 ft., thence due south for 625 ft. Thence, due west to the Smithville- 
Jacksonville Road. Thence, south along Smithville-Jacksonville Road to a point 375 ft. 
north of the Intersection with Forrest Avenue, thence due east 250 ft. Thence due south 
1500 ft., thence due west to the Smithville-Jacksonville Rd. Thence due west 75 ft.
Thence due north to the shore of Smithville Lake, thence around the west end of the 
lake proceeding to the north side round to a certain point then due north. (This north- 
south line is located 40® ft. west of the place where River Street crosses the feeder into 
Smithville Lake.) Proceed due north to a point due west of the intersection of Park 
Avenue and Maple Avenue. Thence due( wesj to the aforesaid intersection, thence c^st) 
along Maple Avenue to Smithville-Jacksonville Road.

Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 

Significance: 
Smithville Historic District 

FOR N.PS USE ONLY 

RECEIVEO 

DATE ENTEREO 

•· · 

PAGE _5 

In 19th century New Jersey there were a number of industrial towns which were owned or 
dominated by one concern. 

But few survive as well as Smithville. Other period examples, notably Allaire, Batsto 
and Atsion, lost considerably more of their original fabric. Batsto, for example, 
has no survi~ing industrial buildings, few surviving worker's houses. Oxford, in 
Warren County, is probably the only period New Jersey company town which is clearly 
more intact than Smithville. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning at the intersection of Maple Avenue and the Smithville-Jacksonville Road proceed 
due east for 375 ft., thence due south for 625 ft. Thence, due west to the Smithville
Jacksonville Road. Thence, south along Smithville-Jacksonville Road to a point 375 ft. 
north of the intersection with Forrest Avenue, thence due east 250 ft. Thence due south 
1500 ft., thence due west to the Smithville-Jacksonville Rd. Thence due west 75 ft. 
Thence due north to the shore of Smithville Lake, thence around the west end of the 
lake proceeding to the north side round to a certain point then due north. (This north
south line is located 40~ ft. west of the place where River Street crosses the feeder into 
Smithville Lake.) Proceed due north to a point due west of the intersection of Park 
Avenue and Maple Avenue. Thence due( weSJ: to the aforesaid intersection, thence <:ii_est) 
along Maple Avenue to Smithville-Jack.so;ville Road. _,,-

_,/ 
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Property

Property Ownership 
in the Smithville Historic District

(source - Burlington County tax records)
1976

Owner

cAiOr
1. Smithville Mansion and

annexes, within Mansion wall

2. 6 worker's dwellings alon^
Park Avenue

3. 2 worker's dwellings
along Maple Ave.

4. Gardener's House
Park Avp.

1. Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Burlington •Ssv.bii.

M=lr' I . :3' . OVCs fc> O
2. Board of Chosen Freeholders

■v/'

received

national 
register

5. Gothic Cottage
Park Ave. and Jacksonville ^id-»

6. Farm complex, across
' Jacksonville Rd. from Mansion

7. Factory Complex
River Street

8. Eastampton Township
Vol. Fire Co., Jacksonville Rd.

9. Eastampton Municipal Bldg.
Jacksonville Rd.

10o 18th century frame house
(adj. to #9) Jacksonville Rd.

11. 3 worker's dwellings 
Forrest Ave.

12. Methodist Church
Jacksonville Rd.

Early 19th century frame house 
adjacent to #12, Jacksonville Rd.

Double frame house (19th Cent.)
W. side Jacksonville Rd.

3 19th century frame houses 
east side of Jacksonville Rd.

County of Burlington
xaers /

. Board of Chosen Freeholders . 
County of Burlington

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Keiffer ^ 
RD #2, Mt. Holly, 08060

Board of Chosen Freeholders 
County of Burlington

Harry Pike, Jr. —
R.D. 2, Mt. Holly, 08060 *"

7. Board of Chosen Freeholders ,
County of Burlington

8. Eastampton Twp. Vol. Fire Co.
RD #2, Mt. Holly, 08060

. Eastampton Township
CO B . ^

qIO. Board of Chosen Freeholders 
^ County of Burlington

11. Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Burlington

12. Smithville Methodist Church

13. Smithville Methodist Church

14. H.B. Smith Machine Co.
R.D. #2, Mt. Holly, 08060

15. H.B. Smith Machine Co. .R.D. #2, Mt. Holly, 08060/t^,g/'

Property ownership 
in the Smithville Historic District 

(source - Burlington County tax records) 
1976 

Property 

1. Smithville Mansion and 
annexes, within Mansion wall 

2. 6 worker I s dwellings alon~> 
Park Avenue ·, ... , 

3. 2 worker's dwellings 
along Maple Ave. 

RECEIVED 

fl~ 1 "l '91J 
4. Gardener's House 

Park Av~. 
NATIONAL 
R£GISTER 

5. Gothic Cottage 
Park Ave. and Jacksonville ltd-.-

6. Farm complex, across 
, Jacksonville Rd. from Mansion 

7. Factory Complex 
River Street 

8. Eastampton Township 
Vol. Fire Co., Jack~onville Rd. 

9. Eastampton Municipal Bldg. 
Jacksonville Rd. 

l0 o 18th century frame house 
{adj. to #9) Jacksonville Rd. 

11. 3 worker's dwellings 
Forrest Ave. 

12. Methodist Church 
Jacksonville Rd. 

r- i 
C...:) 
c::.'.( 

~ l 

QC 
<:..:> w-
1.-U 
0::: 

X .c:.. 
\--

13. Early 19th century frame house 
adjacent to #12, Jacksonville Rd. 

14. Double frame house {19th Cent.) 
W. side Jacksonville Rd. 

15. 3 19th century frame houses 
east side of Jacksonville Rd. 

owner 

1. Board of Chosen Freeholders 
County of Burlington 
~Ue.L~u;,.--n:;>µ (_p-.,~- C'>~~,c.-"<- ~\..,b t;,, 

1-tt°' .l.-l,OLi...- 1.f I "-> . =f' · CJ<i?<:, (o 0 

2. Board of Chosen Freehol~;- ~rss _)-, 
County of Burlington - ~ , 

• Board of Chosen Freehol~~~5..,-3' 
County of Burlington ~ ~~~ 

. Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Keiffer 
RD #2, Mt. Holly, 08060 

5. Board of Chosen Freeholders ,:;/' 
County of Burlington ~ -..C. 

6. Harry Pike, Jr. 
2 t H 11 08060 

.,_,....,--, 
R.D. , M. o y, 

7. Board of Chosen Freeholde;~ H-+... 
County of Burlington ~-~ 

8. Eastampton Twp. Vol. Fire Co~ 
RD #2, Mt. Holly, 08060 V-

r--- . Eastampton Township 
~ ..... ~ t '--'-'L ~C> 

~ . 1:> ... ~ 
1--CC" U.O L-'-'--( j µ ~ Q'V0<;,.-0 

Board of Chosen Freeholders 
County of Burlington ~:;f,::,,"'--.t-

11. Board of Chosen Freeholders 
County of Burlington ri,.,~.,e,,~-f-

12. Smithville Methodist Church r' 

13. Smithville Methodist Church 
~tf!: . .e~ 

14. H.B. Smith Machine Co. ./ 
R.D. #2, Mt. Holly, 08060 

15. H.B. Smith Machine Co. 
R.D. #2, Mt. Holly, 08060/U'tf:--e~ 
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National Register of Historic Places  

Note to the record 

Additional Documentation: 2019 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Oct. 1990) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

1~
f ' 

I 
j 

National Register of Historic Plac~s· .. 
Registration Form 

-i 
1.j 

L.~ l .: 2018 -] 

AD77oooir, 

~[Err;_ [f~ U11!Ytm '" 
[ JUN - 9 2017 J 

Natl. ncn of i1ic.itonc Pl2ces 
N,1.tion?. P(srl< Bervice 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If 
an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials and areas of significance, 
enter only categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a 
typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 

1. Name of Property 

historic name Smithville Historic District (Additional Documentation) 

other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number Smithville Road; Fores t, Railroad, Park and Maple Avenues; River Street 
and Smithville Lake 

city or town Eastampton Township 

state N ew Jersey code NJ -~-- county Burlington code 005 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

D not for publication 

D vicinity 

zip code 08060 -----

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I certify that this ~ nomination 

0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
[x] meets O does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
0 ~lii=U statewide CR] locally. D Se~ continuation sheet for additional comments. 

, ~.l ~ ~~S' I-- ~tl\Mls;~1orlC.~ ~ 'l., I 

Signature of certifying official itle Date 

State or Federal a enc ~id bure~ 

In my opinion, the property O meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet for 
additional comments. 

Signature of certifying official!Title 

State or Federal a enc and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is: 

0 entered in the National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the 
National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

Q~r, (explain :) 

AdditionaJ Documentation Approved 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Smithville Historic District  Burlington County, New Jersey  

Name of Property County and State 
 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
   

 private  building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
      

X public-local X district  0 1  buildings 
      

 public-State  site  0 0  sites 
      

 public-Federal  structure  0 3  structures 
   

  object  0 0  objects 
   
          0 4  Total 
  
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

 N/A     23  
 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

   INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION:      RECREATION AND CULTURE: outdoor recreation  

         manufacturing facility      RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum       

   DOMESTIC: single dwelling      GOVERNMENT: government office  

   DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling       TRANSPORTATION: road-related (vehicular)  

   AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:       

         agricultural outbuildings      

   TRANSPORTATION: road-related (vehicular)      

         
  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

   MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival  foundation    BRICK; STONE: sandstone  

   MID-19TH CENTURY: Gothic Revival  walls    BRICK; WOOD: weatherboard; ASBESTOS  

   LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate   
    

   OTHER: Patterned brickwork  roof    ASPHALT  

   OTHER: Continuous concrete slab   other    METAL: iron; STUCCO; CONCRETE  
 

   
  
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

 

 
 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



Smithville Historic District  Burlington County, New Jersey  

Name of Property County and State 
 
 

8 Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property for National Register listing.) 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

    INDUSTRY  
X A   Property is associated with events that have made     ENGINEERING  

 a significant contribution to the broad patterns of    ARCHITECTURE  
 our history.    INVENTION  
     COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
X B   Property is associated with the lives of persons       

 significant in our past.      
      
X C   Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

 of a type, period or method of construction or Period of Significance 
 represents the work of a master, or possesses    c.1750-1917  
 high artistic values, or represents a significant and      
 distinguishable entity whose components lack      
 individual distinction.  
  

 D   Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, Significant Dates 
 information important in prehistory or history.    1865  
    1831  
Criteria considerations      
(mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)  
 
Property is: 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

  

 A   owned by a religious institution or used for    Hezekiah Bradley Smith; Agnes Gilkerson Smith  
 religious purposes.  

   

 B   removed from its original location.  Cultural Affiliation 
     N/A  
 C   a birthplace or grave.     
       
 D   a cemetery.  
   
 E   a reconstructed building, object or structure.  Architect/Builder 
     Unknown  
 F   a commemorative property.      
   
 G   less than 50 years of age or achieved significance  
 within the past 50 years.  

 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
  

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data 
 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 X State Historic Preservation Office 
 CFR 67) has been requested  Other State agency 
X previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National X Local government 
 Register  University 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  Other 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository  :Burlington County Parks Dept. 
   
   
  

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

B 
B 
□ 



Smithville Historic District  Burlington County, New Jersey  

Name of Property County and State 
 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property  74.5 acres  
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
 

1    3    
Zone        Easting          Northing Zone       Easting           Northing  

2    4    
 

 x See continuation sheet 
 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title  Jennifer B. Leynes/Senior Architectural Historian (rev. by Douglas McVarish, NJHPO, Feb., Aug. 2018)  

organization  Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc.  date  December 15, 2014  

street & number 259 Prospect Plains Road, Building D   telephone 609.655.0692 x314   

city or town  Cranbury   state  NJ  zip code  08512  
 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

Continuation Sheets 
 
Maps 
 

 A  USGS map  (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
 
 A  Sketch map  for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
 

Photographs 
 

 Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 
 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name   

street & number      telephone      

city or town      state   zip code   
 
 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request 
is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.470 et seq.) 
 

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this from to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, 
DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
 

 

□ 
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DESCRIPTION NARRATIVE 
 
Introduction 
 
This nomination provides additional documentation for the Smithville Historic District in Eastampton 
Township, Burlington County, New Jersey.  Smithville was listed in the New Jersey Register of Historic 
Places on August 26, 1974, and in the National Register of Historic Places on May 12, 1977. 
 
The Smithville Historic District is comprised of an intact company town with a manor house at its center.  
The district was listed on the National Register under Criterion A in the areas of Industry and Engineering 
and under Criterion C in the area of Architecture.  It has significance for its industrial production and 
technological innovations, which included the first bicycle railroad and a prototype of the modern bicycle.  It 
is also architecturally significant for its manor house, which is an excellent example of the Greek Revival 
style in New Jersey (Photos 1-2), and for its collection of Italianate-style worker housing (Photo 3).  
Collectively, the buildings represent a significant and distinguishable entity.  The period of significance in 
the original nomination was defined as 1800-1899 (N.J. Historic Sites Staff 1970).  This additional 
documentation seeks to expand the areas of significance beyond that of the original nomination to include 
Criteria A, B, and C, in the added area of Invention, Community Planning and Development.  It also expands 
the period of significance, to begin c.1750, when the first farmstead was established in the district, to 1917, 
when the company town began a period of decline.  The district boundary has not been altered. 
 
Inventory 
 
The original nomination included a total of 25 resources. The following list indicates the present condition 
and level of integrity of each of these enumerated resources: 
 
1. Manor complex. Excellent condition (restored after 1977). High integrity. 
2. Nos. 10 and 11 Park Avenue. Excellent condition. High integrity/ 
3. 8 and 9 Park Avenue. Excellent condition. High integrity. 
4. 7 Park Avenue. Excellent condition. High integrity. 
5. 6 Park Avenue. Excellent condition. High integrity. 
6. Nos. 4 and 5 Park Avenue. Excellent condition. High integrity. 
7. No. 1 Park Avenue. Excellent condition. High integrity. 
8. 2117 Mead Lane. Excellent condition. High integrity. 
9. Park Avenue and Smithville-Jacksonville Road. Good condition. High integrity. 
10. Farmhouse. Good condition. High integrity. 
11, Brick stable. Good condition. High integrity. 
12. Warehouse. Good condition.  High integrity 
13. Large barn. Good condition. Retains integrity from time of reconstruction. 
14. River Street factory buildings. Ruinous condition, moderate level of integrity as site [reclassified as site.] 
15. River Street factor complex. Ruinous condition. Moderate integrity (reclassified as site). 
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16. River Street Iron Truss Bridge. Replaced. Non-contributing. 
17,  Easthampton Township Municipal Building. Excellent condition. Moderate degree of integrity. 
18. 28 Smithville-Jacksonville Road.  Good condition. High integrity. 
19. No. 33 and 35 Forrest Avenue. Good condition. High integrity. 
20. Forrest Avenue and Smithville-Jacksonville Road. Excellent condition. High integrity. 
21. 32 and 34 Forrest Avenue. Good condition. High integrity. 
22. 45 Smithville-Jacksonville Road. Excellent condition. Moderate integrity. 
23. United Methodist Church. Excellent condition. High integrity. 
24. United Methodist Church parsonage. Demolished. 
25. 51 Smithville-Jacksonville Road. Good condition. High integrity. 
 
 
As of August 2018, the resources included in the 1977 nomination remain standing with the following 
exceptions: #16. River Road iron truss bridge, and #24. United Methodist Church parsonage. Therefore, this 
additional documentation references a total of 23 previously listed resources of the 25 resources enumerated 
in the 1977 nomination. In addition, due to deterioration in the intervening 40 years, the factory buildings 
(#14 and #15) have been reclassified as sites rather than buildings. 
 
As indicated, the formerly listed parsonage of the Methodist Church has been demolished. There are no 
obvious surficial remains and no archaeological investigation of its former site has been undertaken. The 
River Road bridge was demolished and replaced with a new bridge on the same footprint.  Therefore, 
archaeological remains of the older structure are not expected to be present.  According to Village Historian 
Eric Orange, remains of some cedar posts have been found in the vicinity of the Rancocas Creek.  These may 
have been used to support the bicycle railway.  No additional surficial remnants have been found that may 
have been related to the railway. 
 
This additional documentation expanded the inventory to include one contributing and four noncontributing 
resources as described below. One contributing resource was demolished during the course of preparation of 
this documentation and has therefore been omitted from the resource count included on the form. Each new 
building or structure has been assigned an inventory number consecutively following the numbering in the 
original inventory. 
 
 
27 River Road Bridge over North Branch of Rancocas Creek  Noncontributing (structure) 
In 2005, a new steel truss bridge was constructed over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek on River Street 
(Photo 6), at the same location as the earlier iron truss (Inventory 16).  The bridge is a historically sensitive 
replacement but is not a contributing resource because it was built outside the period of significance. 
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28 Smithville Dam       Noncontributing (structure) 
The Smithville dam was removed and replaced c.1995 (Photo 7).  The reinforced concrete structure spans the 
North Branch of the Rancocas Creek west of the River Road Bridge. 
 
29 Smithville Park Gazebo      Noncontributing (structure) 
A wooden gazebo has also been erected in the park near the mansion and worker housing (Photo 8).  The 
gazebo replicates the bandstand erected during H.B. Smith’s lifetime and is at the approximate location of 
the original structure.  The gazebo harmonizes with its surroundings but is not a contributing resources due 
to its construction after the period of significance.   
 
30 718 Smithville Road       Noncontributing (building) 
A one-story house has been constructed within the historic district boundaries south of Railroad Avenue, at 
718 Smithville Road.  Built in 1984, the frame building has a side gable roof and concrete foundation (Photo 
9).  It is a noncontributing building within the historic district. 
 
The remains of the former factory complex, though mentioned in the original nomination were not fully 
described in the inventory (the numbering reflects that of the original nomination). 
 
14 and 15.  Factory complex remains. Southwest of River Street   Contributing (site) 
 
These remnants include foundation slabs and portions of the lower walls of the following buildings depicted 
on a 1904 map of the village redrawn for Bolger 1980 (p. 64). Because there has been no systematic 
research, field examination and documentation of these remains, they are considered as two contributing 
sites (designated as #s 14 and 15) within the district. 
 
The buildings have substantially deteriorated since the initial nomination was prepared. Historic images 
included in this documentation show some of the buildings as they appeared in 1974 and 1986. The 
following are brief descriptions of the current condition of factory remnants. The buildings are identified as 
indicated in an illustration in Bolger 1980b:64 reproduced in the historic images section of the nomination. 
 
1) a long portion of the lower northeast wall and shorter section of the northwest end wall of the office 
building (located on the northeast side of the gravel parking lot southwest of River Street) (Photo 11). 
 
2) portion of the brick northeast end wall and southeast wall of the No. 1 Machine Shop (Photos 12 and 16). 
Openings in the northeast wall, loading doors and man doors, have been enclosed or covered, and a later 
concrete block wall extends perpendicularly from the west end of the wall. The intact section of the southeast 
wall includes two window openings defined by concrete sills and shallow arched concrete lintels with the 
openings enclosed with plywood panels. A possible loading door opening south of the two windows has been 
enclosed with concrete blocks. A poured concrete platform and ramp is located east of this opening. 
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3) South of the brick southeast wall of the machine shop are metal (probably iron) structural framing 
elements of the ground floor of a building (Photo 12). In addition, small portions of brick wall also exist. 
Visibility of this part of the site is restricted by overgrown vegetation. The visible fabric may represent a 
portion of the remainder of Machine Shop No. 1, a portion of Machine Shop #2 and possibly a portion of the 
part of the complex marked as “sheds” on the 1904 map.  Two stories of the southwest wall of the Machine 
Shop #2 are also visible and are marked by a series of boarded-over or blocked in window and loading door 
openings. 
 
4) A large one-and-two-story brick wall is located behind a modern metal fence adjacent to the southeast side 
of the parking area (Photos 13 and 14).  The northern portion of this wall, which is piercer by a series of 
segmentally-arched openings, probably represents the northwest wall of the foundry.  
 
5) Portions of the lower brick walls of the pickling room and the planar shop are visible in the southeast 
portion of the complex. Of varying heights, all are of brick construction and some have boarded-up door or 
window openings or window openings (Photo18).   
 
6) The headrace of the complex’s water system extends along the south side of the industrial precinct. A 
course, quarry-faced stone block retaining wall defines the north side of the race (Photo 17).         
 
In addition, as previously mentioned, one formerly contributing resource was demolished during the course 
of revision of this amended nomination. The following description, taken from the original draft amended 
nomination, is included as a historic reference: 
 
 
26 Smithville Road Bridge over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek  Formerly Contributing 
(structure) 
The expansion of the period of significance required the addition of one contributing structure that was 
omitted entirely from the previous inventory, the Smithville Road (County Road 684) Bridge over the North 
Branch of Rancocas Creek.  Built in 1914, the Smithville Road Bridge was a 7-span structure that carried 2 
lanes of traffic in a north-south direction over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek (see Photos 4-5; plans 
attached). It measured approximately 125 feet long and 27 feet, 6 inches wide. The bridge had a continuous 
reinforced concrete deck slab supported by precast reinforced concrete pile-bent piers.  The abutments and 
wingwalls were of concrete and masonry construction. The pile-bent piers were comprised of five, 16-inch 
square precast reinforced concrete piles set 6-foot on center topped with a reinforced concrete cap beam. In 
1949, pneumatically applied mortar (shotcrete) was applied to a majority of the visible areas of the bridge’s 
abutments and wingwalls, deck, pier cap beams and piles. The railing system was comprised of galvanized 
pipes, approximately 2 feet high, mounted on a 1-foot high concrete brush curb.  The bridge was 
technologically distinctive as an early example of a precast reinforced concrete driven-pile substructure. This 
structure was removed during the preparation of the present nomination revision and is described in this 
document as historic documentation (A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc. 1994:03E440).  A replacement 
bridge is currently under construction (as of August 2018). 
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SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT 
 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Smithville Historic District was previously listed in the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic 
Places under Criterion A in the areas of Industry and Engineering and under Criterion C in the area of 
Architecture.  Its period of significance extended from 1800 to 1899.  This additional documentation expands 
the district’s significance to include Criterion B, for its associations with Hezekiah B. Smith and Agnes 
Gilkerson Smith, and the added areas of Invention and Community Planning and Development.  
 
The Smithville Historic District represents a continuum of occupation on the North Branch of the Rancocas 
Creek in modern Eastampton Township, Burlington County, beginning with a colonial farmstead, established 
c.1750, and a mill seat, established c.1780.  In the 1830s, a cotton mill was established at the site and a 
company town developed by its owners, who lived in a Greek Revival-style mansion they built in the village.  
After its failure, the entire property was purchased by Hezekiah B. Smith, an innovative businessman, who 
moved his woodworking machinery business to the site.  Smith’s wife, Agnes Gilkerson Smith, was a doctor 
by training and edited the company’s newspaper, the New Jersey Mechanic.  Together the Smiths 
transformed the mill village into a model industrial town.  H.B. Smith worked with his mechanics to invent 
new and improved woodworking machinery, and the company later produced the Star bicycle, an innovative 
high-wheel bicycle that enjoyed popularity during the 1880s.  After H.B. Smith’s death, control of the 
company passed to his son, Captain Elton Smith, who operated the business with great success until his death 
in 1917.  The additional documentation suggests an expanded period of significance, beginning circa 1750 
with the establishment of the original farmstead and ending in 1917 with the death of Captain Elton Smith.  
The district may also possess significance under Criterion D for both prehistoric and historic occupation. 
Since systematic archaeological testing of the entire site has yet to be conducted and  evaluation of past 
investigations is incomplete, the present nomination does not claim significance under Criterion D. 
 
Historic Context 
 
As indicated in the existing historic overview, the village, originally Samuel Shreve’s Shreveville and later 
H.B. Smith’s Smithville, was a significant source of inventions and improvements to existing machinery. 
Shreve’s major enterprise consisted of cotton spinning and weaving and printing cotton goods. He owned a 
machine shop and a grist and saw mill. With nationwide financial reverses of the mid-nineteenth century, he 
was unable to continue to operate the enterprise and sold the village to Hezekiah Bradley Smith, a successful 
machinery production engineer. 
 
While Shreve’s business model involved the use of existing production technology, Smith expanded his 
enterprise through new inventions. Smith converted the factory complex to produce a wide variety of 
woodworking machines. The millpond was enlarged, threadmills were converted to machine shops, the 
foundry was constructed and a turbine replaced water wheels. The H.B. Smith Machine Company, which 
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was incorporated in 1878, eventually manufactured 150 different styles of machines, held patents for about 
30 inventions and in its heyday, produced one-quarter of the nation’s woodworking machinery. 
 
During the 1880s, the company’s innovations were directed primarily toward mechanized means of 
transportation. A number of models of bicycles and tricycles were produced, including one which was steam-
powered. Company patents for machinery developed in Smithville are summarized in the following table: 
 

Patent # Date Title Inventor 
138,103 4/22/1873 Improvement in scroll-saws Hezekiah B. Smith 
RE 5,535 8/19/1873 Improvement in molding-machines Hezekiah B. Smith 
189,510 4/10/1877 Rod and dowel lathe Smith and John Saltar, Jr. 
200,677 2/26/1878 Chain Making Machine Joseph J. White 
202,667 4/23/1878 Improvement in Loose Pulleys John Saltar, Jr. 
204,929 6/18/1878 Belt-shifting Pulley Joseph J. White 
213,077 3/11/1879 Improvement in Vises Bradley W. Storey 
224,752 2/17/1880 Tenoning Machine Jos. J. White, Wm. S. 

Kelley 
241,839 5/24/1881 File and rasp cutting machine Joseph J. White 
292,562 1/29/1884 Wire Spoke William S. Kelley 
304,827 9/9/1884 Bicycle Saddle William S. Kelley 
321,819 7/7/1885 Bicycle William S. Kelley 
321,932 7/7/1885 Bicycle William S. Kelley 
358,494 3/1/1887 Manufacture of metal fellies H.B. Smith & W.S. Kelley 
 
Smithville was one of several “invention factories” that developed in New Jersey in the nineteenth century. 
Other enterprises were established by Alfred Vail of Morristown, whose family owned the Speedwell Iron 
Works, where the telegraph was developed; Oberlin Smith of Bridgeton whose company, Ferracute, 
developed the metal forming presses for a variety of industrial uses; and Solomon Andrews of Perth Amboy, 
whose inventions included barrel-making machinery, fumigators, forging presses, g                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
as lamps and improved locks. These enterprises set the stage for well-known invention factories of the late 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries including Thomas Alva Edison’s Menlo Park and West Orange 
laboratories. David Sarnoff’s RCA Laboratories, and AT&T Bell Laboratories. 
 
Remaining elements of Smith’s invention factory include his residence, where he lived for the entirety of his 
time in Smithville, the dwellings of a number of Smith’s “mechanics” and identified portions of the former 
factory complex. These elements enable the village to convey its character as a center of invention. 
 
The Smiths 
 
Both Hezekiah B. Smith and Agnes Gilkerson Smith were both individuals significant our past, and the 
Smithville Historic District is the property most closely associated with their productive life. Hezekiah 
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Smith’s role in the H.B. Smith Machine Company and its inventions and products and the planning, physical 
development and change of the village is well-documented and demonstrates Criterion B significance for 
association with his productive life. As William Bolger indicated in his study of the village, it is natural to 
expect that an intelligent active woman such as Agnes Smith would have made a significant contribution to 
the development of Smithville: 
 

Her education and independent spirit would have inevitably led her to her own opinions on what the 
village could and should be. Indeed many of the details of village life and the village plan seem to 
reflect the influence of an intellectual as well as that of a mechanic-manufacturer…(Bolger 
1980b:117). 
 

Bolger points to Agnes Smith’s idea to publish a newspaper, The New Jersey Mechanic, which she edited for 
most of its existence. Describing itself as a “weekly journal devoted to work man’s interests and mechanics 
artts”, its content clearly reflected Smith’s interest in education, and included reprints on a wide variety of 
subjects from medicine and science to geography and politics, as well as original articles on life and events 
in the village, and more controversially, labor-management relations. In addition to her writings, Agnes 
Smith’s influence was demonstrated in the physical and programmatic planning for the village of Smithville, 
planning which included provisions for education, self-improvement, entertainment, and recreation, and 
differentiated Smithville from many other company towns (Bolger 1980b:125-128). 
 
Community Development 
 
While much less common than mill villages in New England and the Southern states, rural New Jersey mill 
communities and companies represent an important element of the state’s nineteenth and twentieth century 
built environment. Due to relentless development pressure in New Jersey, examples of small town mill 
villages are becoming increasingly endangered. Two other Burlington County communities, Whitesbog and 
Batsto, embody related contexts, the first associated with the beginnings of the commercial high bush 
blueberry production, while the latter was associated with the iron industry. 
 
In his history of Smithville, William C. Bolger wrote of the role of the milltown in the United States in the 
nineteenth century: “The rural village was the first, and for a half a century nearly the only form of industrial 
development found in the United States. Prior to 1850, the countryside was full of relatively small industrial 
sites, while major industrial centers were only beginning to evolve. Only rarely were these industrial sites of 
any considerable size. More typical was a village like Shreveville/Smithville owned by an individual family 
and included a settlement of about 300 to 400 people.” 
 
Samuel Shreve initially developed the village and during his tenure it included a school, a store, a barn and 
stables, smoke and slaughter house, about 50 workers’ housing units (the majority, doubles), and the 
mansion. After H.B. Smith purchased the property in 1865, he transformed the property by demolishing 
many of the older homes and building larger ones in their place. He created a public park with a gazebo at 
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the center of the village and also had a school house and opera house built, as well as a dormitory for 
unmarried factory mechanics. 
 
In addition to physical improvements to the property, Smith introduced intellectual stimulation to his model 
industrial village. He shortened the workday, raised wages, provided fresh food from a village farm, and 
hosted intellectual and recreational events throughout the year. He also established a “monthly journal of 
mechanics, science and literature,” The Mechanic. As a paternalistic company town, Smithville may be 
compared to other villages in the state including Roebling, erected as the company town for the John A. 
Roebling’s Sons steel plant; Batsto, a rural Burlington County industrial center of the iron and later, glass 
industries; and Allaire Village, Monmouth County, a short-lived village established to produce pig iron and 
hollowware, that flourished for a time in the 1820s and 1830s. 
 
Elements that contribute to the significance of Smithville as a planned industrial village include a preexisting 
plan used to lay out the community, the presence of a series of company-owned houses to accommodate a 
variety of living situations, and the nearby industrial workplace. Although several historic buildings such as  
the opera house, have been demolished, the village continues to convey its character as a nineteenth and 
early twentieth century industrial village, and as such, possesses local significance. 
 
Historic Overview 
 
The community known today as Smithville1 lies on the North Branch of Rancocas Creek in Burlington 
County.  The property was first surveyed in 1683 to delineate a 500-acre tract of the West Jersey Province 
purchased by Henry Stacy of Burlington City in 1676.  Many of the surrounding properties were also 
surveyed and distributed during the period 1682-1684, although the tract south of the creek, which would 
later become part of the Smithville dam site, was unappropriated during the seventeenth century. 
 
Stacy apparently rented his tract to tenants.  When the property was sold by his widow in 1686, the tract was 
said to include the “house, buildings and improvements thereupon made or being made in the tenure of 
Michael Buffin and George Shinn” (Bolger 1980b:7).  The property was purchased by Sarah Parker, a 
widow, who later divided the tract into three parcels and distributed them to her sons George, William, and 
Joseph.  William Parker, who owned the parcel that would eventually contain the Smithville community, 
sold his property in 1730.  In 1744, the tract came into possession of Daniel Gaskill, who in 1749 added a 
30-acre parcel on the south side of the creek.  With this purchase, the original bounds of the eventual mill 
tract were fixed.  
 

                                                           
1 The history of Smithville has been extensively documented in numerous sources, including the National Register of Historic Places 
nomination (New Jersey Historic Sites Staff 1977) and two works published in 1980 by William C. Bolger:  a scholarly article published 
in Planned and Utopian Experiments: Four New Jersey Towns, and a book, Smithville: The Result of Enterprise. Except where otherwise indicated, 
the Bolger texts served as the source for the historic context contained herein. 
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Around the same time, a farmstead was established on the east side of Smithville Road.  A two-story, three 
bay, brick house was erected circa 1750 by Ezekiel Wright.  The house was extant by 1771, when Wright set 
aside a two-acre parcel including the house in his will for his widow Rebecca, to be shared equally by their 
four sons upon her death.  The farmhouse and surrounding land were purchased during the late nineteenth 
century and incorporated into the industrial village of Smithville.  The building still stands on the property 
and is the earliest surviving non-archaeological historic resource in the Smithville Historic District.  It is a 
good example of a patterned brickwork house, which was important in the architecture of southwestern New 
Jersey in the eighteenth century; however, it is also an unusual example because the only elevation that was 
ornamented with pattern work was the west gable end. This elevation features Flemish checker, the most 
widely used ornamental pattern, while the south façade features plain brickwork.  The unusual placement of 
the pattern work in this house, facing the nearby road (modern Smithville Road), demonstrates the intent of 
the builder to place the fanciest masonry in the house where it would be most visible.  
 
Early Industrial Development:  Parkers’ Mills and Shreveville  
 
The eighteenth century saw increased development of sawmills and other water-powered industries 
throughout the region.  In 1776, Jacob Parker purchased a 37-acre portion of the old Daniel Gaskill property, 
which included both banks of the creek.  Four years later, Parker petitioned the state legislature for 
permission to build a dam on his property and commenced with construction. Parker established his grist and 
sawmill operations at the site and built a residence for his family north of the creek.  Although Parker was 
initially successful, he soon became embroiled in a controversy with his neighbors over the legality of his 
dam and mill operation.  The lengthy lawsuits with his neighbors and John Mullen, the miller who operated 
his gristmill, led to Parker’s bankruptcy and the sale of his property at sheriff’s auction in 1802.  
 
A gristmill continued to operate at Parkers Mills, as the property was known, under varied ownership during 
the early nineteenth century.  The original structure was replaced in 1816, when owners William Roberts and 
Charles French constructed a new gristmill on the same site.  The sale of the property in 1831 to brothers 
Jonathan Lippincott Shreve and Samuel Shreve resulted in significant changes to the area, however.  The 
Shreves set out to establish a textile factory complex at the site, and by 1850, Parkers Mills had been 
transformed into Shreveville, a self-sustaining cotton mill village. 

The textile industry in America emerged first in New England and the Mid-Atlantic during the latter decades 
of the eighteenth century and grew substantially in the decades following the War of 1812.  Mills of the era 
were dependent on water power for their machinery; thus, many factories were established in rural areas.  
The remote locations required significant investment from owners, however, who had to build not only the 
mill and related infrastructure but also housing for employees.  The types of housing varied according to the 
company’s hiring practices:  some provided small cottages for families of workers, while others built 
dormitories and boarding houses for single employees.  Out of this necessity emerged a paternalistic system, 
in which employers strove to attract and keep employees by maintaining personal relationships and 
providing amenities beyond merely housing in the mill villages they built (Blythe 1999; Garner 1992; 
Leynes 1993).   
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The Shreves had gained experience in the textile industry at the Trenton Calico Printing Manufactory, which 
was founded in 1820.  Calico printing was a relatively uncommon industry in New Jersey, and the precise 
nature of the Shreves’ involvement with the Trenton works is unclear.  The company appears to have closed 
around 1829, however, and soon after the Shreves purchased the Parker Mills in Burlington County (Hunter 
et al. 2009:68).  They proceeded to build a calico printing works on the property, as well as worker housing 
and a manor house for themselves.  Mills for spinning and weaving cotton were added later.  In the 1840s, 
the Shreves began manufacturing cotton thread; at least one contemporary source reported that “the 
‘Shreveville Thread’ is superior to all other of American manufacture’” (New Jersey Mirror, 24 July 
1856:3).   
 
By around 1845, the Shreves had invested about $250,000 in the mills and village, which they named 
Shreveville.  The factories employed more than 200 workers.  The Shreves also owned and financed 
operation of the old gristmill, employing brothers Abraham and Jacob Claypole as millers.  Although 
relatively little documentation regarding the Shreves’ business survives, the R.G. Dun & Co. credit reports2 
provide glimpses into the business and its eventual decline.  In 1846, the Shreves were described as “heavy 
capitalists, large extensive business in the manufacturing line, wealthy men” (R.G. Dun & Co. Credit Report 
Volumes, Harvard Business School, Baker Library, Boston, Massachusetts [RGD&Co] 1846: Vol. 6:98).  
Five years later, the credit report indicated that “J.L. & S. Shreve are rich men, shrewd, prudent, successful 
& managing in business, large capital & unquestionably good” (RGD&Co 1851: Vol. 6:98). 
 
Yet, despite the prudence and management skills of its owners, the Shreves’ textile mills faltered in the years 
that followed, victims of a recession in the nation’s textile industry in the 1850s.  In March 1854, the Shreves 
began mortgaging their property, with the largest loan of just over $48,012 from their brother Benjamin 
Shreve of Medford.  The following month, R.G. Dun & Co. received a telegraph indicating that the business 
had failed.  According to the report: “Their works are still running but they have notified their principal 
creditors that they cannot pay.  What course they will pursue is not known.  As yet there are no judges vs 
them (RGD&Co 1854: Vol. 6:98).  In April 1855, the mills were reportedly “not in business,” but by 
November they were reportedly “on their feet again… the general opinion is that they will fully recover” 
(RGD&Co 1855: Vol. 6:98).  The R.G. Dun & Co. reports further stated: 

And the whole property was sold subject to mortgages upon it and was purchased by a brother named 
Benjamin Shreve…Since that time J.L. [and] S. Shreve have continued to reside there and to the 
casual observer seem to have the same control & authority over the whole business which they had 
before their failure but business I understand is conducted in the name of Benjamin J. Shreve, a son of 
S. Shreve…quite a young man from what I have heard (RGD&Co 1854: Vol. 6:98). 

                                                           
2 The R.G. Dun & Co., predecessor of Dun & Bradstreet, maintained credit records on industries throughout the nation from 1841 
through the 1890s; their reports are preserved at the Baker Library of the Harvard Business School. The report entries employ 
shorthand and extensive use of abbreviations. For clarity, most abbreviations contained in the credit reports have been spelled out in 
the quotations used herein, except where the meaning is evident. The records are not for publication or reprinting. 



 NPS Form 10-900-a OMB 
Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior  Smithville Historic District 
National Park Service  Burlington County, New Jersey 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8  Page  7 
 

 
The degree to which production recovered is unclear, but it was presumably short-lived; this entry in the 
R.G. Dun credit records was the last related to the mills in Shreveville.  Samuel Shreve died in July 1856, 
and shortly after the property was offered at public sale.  At that time, a plan of the Shreves’ 50-acre property 
was prepared (attached).  The drawing provides a detailed snapshot of the village just prior to the mills’ 
closure and abandonment.  The cotton mills and associated industrial activities were concentrated on the 
south side of the creek, while the dwellings, store, and support structures were located on the north.  The 
worker housing included 20 buildings arranged along three streets extending in an east-west direction across 
the northern end of the property, as well as 3 additional dwellings near the creek.  The buildings varied in 
size and layout:  three-story brick duplexes lined the northernmost street, while the remainder were a mix of 
duplexes, single-family homes, and larger buildings containing four housing units each.   
 
The Shreves’ mansion was located to the east, on the “Road to Mount Holly” (present-day Smithville Road).  
The two-and-one-half-story brick building is a striking example of the Greek Revival style as applied to a 
nineteenth-century Burlington County brick house.  Its architect/builder is unknown, but its distinguishing 
features include rigid symmetry, low-pitched roof with widow’s walk, frieze-band windows with Greek key 
details, and partial-width porches with Doric columns.  The building’s east elevation, which fronted the road, 
imparted a temple-like appearance through the use of colossal brick pilasters.  The mansion’s grounds 
included a “fruit garden” and several outbuildings on the building’s north side. 
 
The village included both a school, located on Smithville Road north of the mansion complex, and a store.  
The latter was located near the old gristmill, which continued to operate throughout the Shreves’ ownership 
of the property.  An assortment of structures designed to support the village population, including a 
slaughterhouse and smokehouse, were situated in the vicinity of the store and gristmill.    
 
South of the creek, two industrial complexes sprawled across the landscape.  An office was located near the 
road in the northern complex, which included two, four-story brick factory buildings and an attached 
structure containing the engines and boilers, as well as a turning mill, sawmill, and blacksmith shop.  Farther 
south was the calico printing complex.  This, too, was a multi-component complex with a bleach and wash 
house, printing rooms, and two dry houses among the primary features. 
 
The 1856 public sale attracted no buyers, and the following year Jonathan Shreve died.  With both brothers 
dead, the property went into foreclosure, and in 1858 it was offered at a sheriff’s sale.  A contemporary 
newspaper editorial condemning American trade policy reported on the decline of manufacturing at 
Shreveville: 

There is to be an immense sale of property by the Sheriff of Burlington Co., N.J. … All the extensive 
mills, factories, printworks, and the whole village of Shreveville…are to be sold under foreclosure.  
There is an elegant mansion and twenty dwelling-houses, beside the water-power of the Rancocas, and 
in fact a group of improvements on which an immense amount of money has been expended… But 
though for many years [the owners] have manufactured about the best article of spool cotton ever 
made in this country, yet they had to struggle on under all the disadvantages of competition with 
British capitalists, who, under the benign influence of free trade, drove our own manufacturers to the 
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wall.  The once flourishing village around these extensive works became silent and idle under the 
crushing blight, and now, when manufacturing in so many other places is stagnant, it is absolutely 
desolate (New York Daily Tribune, 29 September 1858). 

Benjamin Shreve, the brother of Samuel and Jonathan, purchased Shreveville at the sheriff’s sale in 1858.  
Although the village was reportedly abandoned and virtually forgotten until after the Civil War, there is 
some indication that the cotton mills may have been leased to James Tread, a manufacturer of cotton yarns, 
around 1860.  No additional information about Tread or the business was located during the course of 
research to confirm or deny this association.  Shreve did continue to lease the gristmill at least to 1860; in 
that year, the Trenton State Gazette reported that the “grist-mill at Shreveville…was destroyed by fire, on 
Thursday night… The loss is estimated at $6000 to $7000” (Daily State Gazette and Republican [DSG&R] 
25 May 1860).  Jacob Claypole and Edward Githens were the millers at the time.  The gristmill, which was 
described as “in ruins” after the fire, was apparently rebuilt, as the gristmill was again destroyed by fire in 
1863 (Bolger 1980b:234; DSG&R 25 May 1860).   
 
Hezekiah B. Smith, Industrialist & Inventor 
 
In December 1865, Hezekiah Bradley Smith (1816-1887) purchased the abandoned industrial complex and 
village at Shreveville.  A Vermont native, Smith apprenticed as a carpenter and spent a number of years at 
the family home near Bridgewater running a carpentry shop before moving to Manchester, New Hampshire 
in 1846.  He took with him his new bride, Eveline.  The Smiths’ first child, Ella, was born in the same year, 
but an outbreak of Scarlet Fever in Manchester in 1847 led Eveline to take their child and return to her 
parents’ home in Vermont.  The Smiths would have three more children over the next seven years but 
maintained separate residences throughout their marriage. 
 
In Manchester, Smith acquired experience in a machine shop, founding his own business in 1847.  He set 
about designing woodworking machinery, acquiring his first patent in 1849.  His innovations included the 
use of iron for the entire machine, which resulted in a more stable design than the wood-frame machines that 
had preceded them (Vintage Machinery 2014).  After setting up shop for a time in Boston to sell his patented 
machinery, Smith moved in 1851 to Lowell, Massachusetts, where he continued to work on new designs.  He 
applied for and received nine additional patents for woodworking machinery between 1854 and 1866 
(Vintage Machinery 2014). 
 
When he purchased the abandoned village of Shreveville in 1865, Smith intended to relocate his business 
from Lowell.  The appeal of the Burlington County site stemmed from its proximity to the markets of 
Philadelphia and New York, which had been made more accessible by the completion of a rail line through 
the area in 1861.  But the impetus for the move came in large part from his desire to remove himself further 
from his wife and children in Vermont.  This latter rationale provided one of the more colorful aspects of 
Smith’s story, as he brought with him to New Jersey his second wife, Agnes Gilkerson, whom he had 
married without benefit of a divorce from the first Mrs. Smith. 
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Agnes Gilkerson Smith 
 
Gilkerson was a millhand working in Lowell when she met H.B. Smith.  Born in Barnet, Vermont, in 1838, 
Gilkerson was among the thousands of young women who migrated from their family farms to work in the 
textile factories of Lowell during the early to mid-nineteenth century.  Lowell’s appeal to unmarried farm 
girls stemmed from the opportunity to gain independence from their families through work in the mills, 
earning their own income and experiencing the amenities of urban life.  They typically migrated to Lowell as 
part of larger kinship networks, and most returned home within a few years (Dublin 1979:40-41).   
 
Although the identity of the women forming Gilkerson’s kinship network is unknown, she reportedly met 
Smith through mutual acquaintances soon after arriving in Lowell at age 16.  After a brief stint working in 
the mills, Gilkerson went to work for Smith as a secretary in his machine shop, her responsibilities including 
the preparation of advertisements and mailings to customers.  Within a few years, she had returned to school 
in Lowell, likely with Smith’s financial backing.  
 
Upon graduation in 1858, Gilkerson moved to Philadelphia to attend the Penn Medical University.  The 
University had been founded five years earlier by Dr. Joseph S. Longshore with the support of Lucretia Mott, 
Horace Mann, and other prominent social reformers.  Unlike many medical schools of its era, the University 
accepted both male and female students (Haller 2005:140-141).  Gilkerson stayed with John P. Kelley, who 
ran Smith’s Philadelphia office, while in school.  She graduated in 1861 with a Doctor of Medicine degree, 
majoring in Chemistry. 
 
Gilkerson returned to Lowell after graduation.  She and Smith shared an apartment, and she practiced 
medicine while he ran his machine shop.  The 1865 Massachusetts census recorded their household as 
comprised of an unmarried 48-year-old machinist and a single 26-year-old housekeeper (Massachusetts State 
Census 1865).  The entry is noteworthy, as Smith still had a wife and four children in Vermont.  It is unclear 
why Gilkerson’s occupation was reported as a housekeeper rather than doctor, although it may have been an 
effort to conceal the inappropriate relationship. 
 
Industry and Invention at Smithville 
 
When H.B. Smith and Agnes Gilkerson arrived in New Jersey in 1865, they presented themselves as a 
married couple.  The village of Shreveville had been abandoned for nearly a decade when the Smiths 
acquired the property; not surprisingly, its factories, houses, and related buildings were in a deteriorated 
condition.  Changing the name to Smithville, they set out to convert the old cotton mills to produce Smith’s 
woodworking machinery.  The Smiths and many of their workers resided in the mansion house while the 
factory buildings were rehabilitated for their new use and the water works were renovated.  The latter 
included an expansion of the mill pond, resulting in the inundation of the lower part of the Shreves’ factory 
complex. 
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In 1881, Philadelphia mapmaker Ernest Hexamer completed a survey of the factory complex.  The survey 
(attached) provides a detailed illustration of the complex as it appeared more than 15 years after the Smiths’ 
purchase.  The largest buildings were the two, three-story machine shops at the western edge of the site.  
These were adaptations of brick factory buildings from the Shreve period.  The office at the north end of the 
complex had been expanded considerably by 1881, and new construction along the eastern part of the site 
included an iron foundry and moulding room, as well as numerous structures for storing and cleaning 
castings. Additional store rooms were located south of the machine shops, and one-story lumber sheds were 
situated at the far southern end of the site and east of the Rancocas Creek.   
 
A newspaper account published around the same time described the industrial plant: 

[Smith’s] establishment consists of a four-story machine shop, with facilities to employ upwards of 
150 men; a very large pattern shop, to accommodate 20 or 30 hands; a foundry for 40 or 50 more, and 
a blacksmith shop with five fires, with two men to each, and the building with offices, post office, and 
newspaper office, the whole forming a square of 200 feet, with a courtyard in the middle.  There are at 
present about 125 men employees in the works (quoted in Bolger 1980b:137). 

Smith’s woodworking machinery remained in high demand in the decades following the business’s 
relocation from Lowell to Smithville. The earliest R.G. Dun & Company credit report for the Burlington 
County plant, dated August 1868, indicates that Smith “owns considerable real estate, credit good, doing 
large business” (RGD&Co 1868:201). Four years later, the report noted that Smith “is making money fast 
and said to be worth at least $100,000” (RGD&Co 1872:201).  By 1877, his personal wealth was about 
$300,000; in today’s dollars, $6,890,000 (Measuring Worth 2014). 
 
In the first few years at Smithville, Smith’s efforts focused on producing the machinery for which he already 
held patents rather than inventing new machinery.  By the early 1870s, however, his attention had returned to 
developing new ideas for woodworking machinery.  In 1871, Smith exhibited six woodworking machines at 
the American Institute of the City of New York, receiving a first premium, second premium, and four 
honorable mentions (American Institute 1871:44-45).  He also exhibited at the Centennial Exhibition in 
Philadelphia in 1876.  Smith received his first patent at Smithville in 1873, and numerous new patents were 
awarded in the decades that followed (Barth 2013:176-177; Vintage Machinery 2014). Although early 
patents bear H.B. Smith’s name, later improvements were credited to Smith’s staff, including John Saltar, Jr., 
Joseph J. White, William S. Kelley, and James L. Perry.  
 
This collected group of individuals formed a sort of “invention factory” in Smithville from circa 1875 to 
1910.  During that period, more than 20 patents were awarded to Smith and his staff.  Although certainly not 
comparable in size, scale or influence with the invention factory of Thomas Edison at Menlo Park, Smith’s 
innovations nevertheless place him within a class of “independent inventors” who “customarily worked with 
a few assistants, mostly craftsmen, and in small laboratories or workshops that they designed and owned” 
(Hughes 1989:21).  These inventors were also entrepreneurs, establishing companies to produce and market 
their inventions (Hughes 1989:22).  Contemporary New Jersey inventors whose careers mirrored that of H.B. 
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Smith included Oberlin Smith of Bridgeton, whose company Ferracute manufactured presses and dies (Cox 
and Malim 1985).   
 
John Saltar, Jr., was among the first engineers that Smith brought to work in Smithville.  Born in Illinois, 
Saltar earned his civil engineering degree from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1867.  He came to 
Smithville in 1874 as a designing engineer and remained for five years.  During that time, he collaborated 
with Smith on a design for a rod and dowel lathe (Patent No. 189,510) and received a patent for an 
“improvement in loose pulleys” (Patent No. 202,667).  Saltar later returned to the Midwest, where he worked 
to develop the gas engine (Powell et al. 1906:793-794; Vintage Machinery 2014). 
 
Perhaps the most prolific of Smith’s assistants during his lifetime was Joseph J. White.  A Burlington County 
native, White is best known as a cranberry grower associated with Whitesbog, New Jersey.  His interest in 
mechanical engineering led him to Smithville in 1875, where he earned seven patents for diverse inventions.  
These included a chain-making machine, belt-shifting pulley, and two hoists.  White became a general 
manager of the plant in 1878 and was an officer in the H.B. Smith Machine Company after its incorporation 
in 1878 (Vintage Machinery 2014; Whitesbog Preservation Trust 2014). 
 
Another noteworthy associate of Smith’s was William S. Kelley, who became vice-president of the company 
after its incorporation and was largely responsible for the firm’s day-to-day operations.  Kelley came to 
Smithville with experience in the manufacturing of woodworking machinery, having worked for a 
competitor, the J.A. Fay Company of Cincinnati.  Despite his background, however, Kelley’s six patents for 
the H.B. Smith Machine Company were all related to the bicycle (Vintage Machinery 2014).  The company 
expanded its production into new arenas following its incorporation in 1878, and the “Star” bicycle was 
among its first and most important new products.  Designed by George W. Pressey of Hammonton, the Star 
featured a smaller wheel in front of rather than behind the larger one, thus lending the structure greater 
stability.  The bicycle also employed a treadle drive mechanism in lieu of a crank drive.  The product was a 
successful one for the company and led to further research and development into bicycle transportation, 
including a steam-powered bicycle and a kerosene-burning tricycle, although the Star was by far the most 
successful product. 
 
Although the Star bicycle met with success, woodworking machinery remained central to the company’s 
production and development efforts.  In 1883, the H.B. Smith Machine Company was reportedly the “most 
extensive manufactory of wood-working machinery in the United States” (Woodward 1883:313).  Even after 
Smith’s death in 1887, the company continued to attract innovative mechanics and engineers.  James Lyman 
Perry was one such inventor.  In 1877, Perry had received his first patent for a drum sander, and he operated 
several companies of his own before arriving in Smithville in 1898.  There, he was granted a patent for the 
first endless-bed triple drum sander, a product that would become a mainstay for the H.B. Smith Machine 
Company (Vintage Machinery 2014; Wood Craft 1911:88). 
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Building a Model Industrial Village 
 
Smith’s ability to attract and keep skilled, inventive mechanics and engineers in his employ was due in part 
to the model industrial community he created at Smithville.  His vision was shared by his wife Agnes, and 
together they built a self-sufficient village that provided not only quality housing but also social, leisure, and 
recreational activities for employees and their families.  As described by Bolger, Smithville was neither a 
utopian experiment nor an exploitative “company town.” It was based on rather simple nondogmatic 
principles of the proprietor’s responsibility and fairness toward his employees (Bolger 1980a:77).   
 
No plans outlining the Smiths’ vision for the village survive, if in fact any ever existed.  The couple’s years 
of residence in Lowell undoubtedly influenced their vision, however.  The companies that developed Lowell 
provided extensive housing, both in the form of boardinghouses for single workers and houses for married 
operatives (Dublin 1979:75).  Although the Smiths were resident in Lowell during a period of transition in 
the city’s industrial history, when immigrant labor began to replace native workers in the textile factories, the 
early company housing system was still prevalent (Dublin 1979:6-7).  Of course, Lowell was hardly the lone 
example of a paternalistic company town, as evinced in the existing village of Shreveville; however, it likely 
served as a primary influence on the Smiths, given their firsthand experience residing in the town. 
 
After spending the first few years establishing the business, the Smiths began to work on the infrastructure of 
the community itself.  The brick houses from the Shreve period were retained, and construction of 10 new 
frame houses on Park Avenue fronting the creek began in 1869.  Most of the two-story residences were 
duplexes, with either five or nine rooms each.  Mechanics House, a four-story, mixed-use building 
containing retail spaces on the first floor and about 30 rooms for boarders in the upper floors, was also 
constructed at this time.  By 1870, the existing village housing could accommodate about 250 people.   
 
Several community buildings were also erected around this time.  At the northeast corner of the mansion 
grounds, a brick schoolhouse was built for village children, replacing the earlier school built by the Shreves.  
According to Bolger, it was “the first major public meeting house in the village and was most notably used 
by the Smithville Lyceum” (Bolger 1980b:113).  The Lyceum was a popular social organization that featured 
debates as well as other educational programs and entertainment.  A gazebo in the park by the creek provided 
another entertainment venue during the 1870s, playing host to summer concerts by the village’s 20-piece 
brass band.  In 1875, an addition to Mechanics House was completed to provide the band an indoor 
auditorium.  The Opera House offered a variety of shows and concerts for employees. 
 
Also during this period, a Methodist church was built south of the millpond.  The first Methodist meetings 
had been held in the old Shreveville schoolhouse in 1837, but the congregation struggled with the demise of 
the Shreves’ cotton mills and subsequent loss of the village population.  The church experienced a revival 
with the opening of Smith’s machine works, however, and in 1877 the existing building was erected.  
Although the Smiths’ involvement is undocumented, it seems likely that they contributed toward its 
construction (Woodward 1883:315). 
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Another major component of the Smiths’ vision for Smithville was a farm to provide essential foodstuffs to 
the community.  During the 1870s, Smith acquired some 300 acres of property around the village and 
incorporated it into a single farming operation.  The farm was one of the largest in Burlington County and 
produced a variety of meats, vegetables, and dairy products for use in the village.  In 1878, Smith began 
construction of “workers’ quarters, a three-story grain house, equipment sheds, a 400-foot frame barn, a large 
brick stable, a three-story brick grain mill, and an observation tower” across the street from the mansion 
(Bolger 1980b:140).  The design of the structures was unusual: the walls were constructed of brick, and iron 
posts supported the roofs, which were assembled from 3-foot wide cast iron plates. 
  
A contemporary view of the farm and village is shown in the accompanying figure.  A reporter for the True 
American described Smithville in 1877: 

[The Smiths’] private residence, which is near the works, is a commodious and handsomely-furnished 
house, lighted by gas made on the place, with a billiard and card room, with grounds enclosed with a 
six-foot brick wall, marbleized in and out, and topped with gilded spears… Mr. Smith owns a farm of 
about 450 acres, most of which is highly cultivated, and employs six farmers, each occupying a 
separate house… [T]here are on and about the place, 50 other houses which are occupied by Mr. 
Smith’s employees at a moderate rent.  There is also a large boarding hall… which has two large halls, 
one 60 feet square… used as a theatre or ball room; the other… occupied by a brass band of 20 pieces, 
to rehearse in, also for general entertainments. 

[Mr. Smith] is, indeed, owning lands as he does, all around him, to the area of about a mile, including 
the Smithville depot, post office and Methodist chapel, ‘master of all he surveys,’ and what may be 
termed one of the wealthiest men in the State (quoted in Bolger 1980b:137-38). 

A decade later, a reporter for the Trenton Evening Times noted: 
Great factories, whose red brick walls are dark with the smoke from the furnaces which glow within, 
winding roadways which lead past the homes of the operatives, a tortuous creek, reflecting from its 
calm, clear surface the stately, solemn pines on the banks, the great mansion of the owner of the town 
situated like a feudal castle with its clustering dependencies – such is Smithville in this year of grace, 
’87 (Soames 1887). 

Labor at Smithville 
 
The Smiths’ vision of a model industrial town extended beyond the physical environment, however, and 
company employees benefited from the Smiths’ progressive labor practices.  The company offered a 64-hour 
work week, which was good for its time, and the factories were closed after 5:00 p.m. and on Sundays, 
providing family time for workers.  Wages were competitive, and housing, food, and other necessities were 
offered at cost to employees.  Furthermore, the company employed no women or children under the age of 
16.   
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H.B. Smith considered himself part of the brotherhood of mechanics who worked in his factories and lived in 
his village.  He spoke with eloquence of the importance of these workers to the progress of America: 

Now what has the mechanic done? We can scarcely turn our eyes without seeing something that he has 
done for the benefit of mankind, but when we stop and look at his great inventions, the telegraph, the 
steam engine, the sewing machine, the reaping and mowing machines, the telescope, the microscope, 
the printing press, wood working machinery… and the thousand and one productions of his fertile 
brain, it seems to me fellow mechanics, that we have no call to feel inferior to professional men 
(quoted in Bolger 1980b:129). 

An extension of the value Smith placed on the mechanics’ trade was an apprenticeship program in the 
factories, which provided education and opportunity to youth within the community and beyond.  Although 
skilled craftsmen like machinists had long utilized apprenticeships to pass along their knowledge, the 
industrial revolution had changed the system from one of unpaid servitude to a single master to one of low-
wage compensation for training in a factory.  Nevertheless, the machinist apprenticeships were highly sought 
after, as the training ensured work in a field with high demand (Rorabaugh 1986:140-141). 
 
Federal census records provide a window into the apprenticeship program at Smithville. In the 1870 census, 
16 male residents reported their occupation as “apprentice to machinist.”  Most were 16 to 20 years old, 
although the group included individuals as young as 14 and as old as 25.  The apprentices were 
overwhelmingly native-born, with over half from New Jersey and only three born overseas.  None were the 
children of company employees, however.  This fact, surprising at first glance, can be explained by the 
youthful makeup of the village population at the time.  In 1870, the average age of men in occupations 
clearly associated with the machine works (e.g. “machinist,” “moulder in iron foundry”) was 29.6 years old; 
only 5 of the men were over the age of 40 and therefore likely to be the parent of a teenager.  The company’s 
oldest resident machinist, 54-year-old Aaron N. Whitney, had 2 sons employed in the factory, suggesting that 
the children of employees were welcomed into the company when they came of age (United States Bureau of 
the Census [US Census] 1870).   The data in the 1880 census supports this theory, as a number of households 
reported both fathers and sons employed in the works (US Census 1880). 
 
Interestingly, none of the young men who reported their occupation as “apprentice” in the 1870 census were 
living in Smithville a decade later.  After completing their training, they had all moved on to jobs elsewhere 
by 1880.  Nevertheless, the training of young men as machinists continued at Smithville, at least through 
H.B. Smith’s lifetime.  The extent of the program is more difficult to quantify in later years because census 
data does not include the designation “apprentice” for occupations; however, an analysis of the data from 
1880 indicates that 33 young men between the ages of 15 and 20 – i.e., the same age as those designated as 
“apprentice” in the earlier census – were then employed in the factory as machinists, molders, and other 
similar occupations.  Nearly twice as many men age 21 and older were employed at the same time, with an 
average age of 32.3 years.  The total number of men over the age of 40 had increased substantially by 1880, 
to 13 (US Census 1880). 
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This data is consistent with that contained in the 1884 report of the New Jersey Bureau of Statistics of Labor 
and Industries.  The report provides a glimpse into the Smithville labor force at the time, which numbered 
268 workers, only 8 of whom were women.  Machinists were by far the largest group, with 140 men thus 
employed, compared to 40 core makers and moulders.  Weekly wages for both groups ranged from $12 to 
$15 per week.  Both groups also employed apprentices:  20 were machinists, and 10 were moulders.  Smith’s 
apprenticeship program was among the largest in the state in any industry, comprising more than 11% of the 
company’s workforce (New Jersey Bureau of Statistics of Labor and Industries 1885).    
 
Smith’s confidence in his employees was evident in the incorporation of the H.B. Smith Machine Company 
in 1878.  Smith remained the primary stockholder and controlled most aspects of the business during his 
lifetime, but he divested stock to company men like Joseph J. White and William S. Kelley, both inventors at 
Smithville; Bradford W. Storey, longtime employee and shop superintendent; Charles Chickering, company 
secretary; and George A. Lippincott, the head master mechanic.  The promotion of these men to shareholders 
demonstrated Smith’s belief in their abilities to manage the business after his death. 
 
Perhaps the clearest indication of the Smiths’ interest in and commitment to their skilled workers was 
contained in H.B.’s will.  Prior to her death from cancer in 1881, Agnes encouraged H.B. to leave his estate 
for the betterment of future generations.  Both H.B. and Agnes had been inspired by the work of Alexander 
Stephens, who shared his interest in educating young men during a visit to Smithville in 1879.  With that in 
mind, H.B. determined to establish a school for young mechanics, combining a classroom and machine shop 
education, on his estate after his death.  This decision fit with a national trend during the late nineteenth 
century of replacing apprenticeship programs with formal schooling (Jacoby 1991:892-893).  Although his 
vision was never realized, it serves as further proof of the Smiths’ interest in creating an ideal workers’ 
community. 
 
Agnes Smith, Doctor and Editor 
 
By all accounts, Agnes Smith wielded significant influence over her much older husband.  Excerpts from 
witness testimony during the litigation of H.B.’s estate following his death attest to the beauty, intelligence, 
and social graces of the second Mrs. Smith: 

One witness describes her as she appeared to him in 1878, in this language:  “She was one of the most 
elegant entertainers and the finest hostess I have ever met in my life; a lady of great ability; a fine 
conversationalist; a well disposed looking lady; as fascinating a woman as I almost ever came in 
contact with.”  And another witness says:  “She was a woman I would consider decidedly intellectual 
above the average, very brilliant in conversation, quite spicy, and altogether a very fine looking and 
fascinating lady” (Atlantic Reporter 1893:13). 
 

Undoubtedly, her life experience and education set her apart, from other women of her era and particularly 
from the other women who occupied Smithville village.  It is unknown to what extent she practiced 
medicine; census records did not report her occupation as doctor but as “keeping house” (US Census 1870, 
1880).  The absence of other doctors in the community suggests the strong likelihood that she tended to the 
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ill and injured in Smithville.  She also put her expertise in chemistry to use in developing medicinal products, 
including “Madam Smith’s Celebrated Hair Restorer and Beautifier.” These products reportedly provided her 
with a considerable income. 
 
Always opinionated, Agnes Smith attended meetings of the Smithville Lyceum with her husband and 
contributed to the New Jersey Mechanic, a weekly journal published in Smithville beginning in 1870.  The 
paper offered news and information of interest to woodworkers both in the village and across the nation.  
Agnes was actively involved in the publication, writing articles on topics ranging from contemporary labor 
issues to medical advice for women.  The Smiths initially hired an editor to publish the paper, but he was 
replaced by Agnes in July 1872 after the two clashed regarding labor issues.  Although female journalists, 
and even editors, were not unknown in postbellum America, they were certainly uncommon.  Agnes’s work 
was appreciated by at least one contemporary publication, The Manufacturer and Builder, which noted that 
the Mechanic was “devoted to mechanics, science, and general literature, and is very ably edited by Mrs. 
A.M. Smith.  It is a highly useful publication, and contains a great variety of instructive matter” (The 
Manufacturer and Builder 1879). 
 
H.B. Smith, Politician 
 
The late 1870s were a time of peace and prosperity for the Smiths.  The company continued to thrive despite 
a nationwide economic downturn, and in 1874, Smith was reportedly “doing a large and flourishing 
business” (RGD&Co 1874:201).  With the village development nearing completion, Agnes focused her 
energies on medicinal products and the New Jersey Mechanic, while H.B. centered his activities on the 
business and his political aspirations.  In 1876, he made his first bid for public office, as the Democratic 
candidate for United States Congress.  He fell 530 votes short in the election but ran again two years later as 
the candidate of both the Democratic and Greenback parties, this time with success.  The celebration was 
short-lived, however, as stories of Smith’s two marriages emerged in the press in the weeks that followed.  
The scandal attracted national, and even international, attention.  Smith’s reaction was complete denial of 
ever having been married to his first wife Eveline, and the furor eventually blew over.  The Smiths moved to 
Washington in 1879.   
 
Smith served only one term in Congress, losing his reelection bid in 1880.  His brief tenure was 
unremarkable, although “he was true to his goal of being a representative who addressed those issues for 
which experience had qualified him and who remained above any improper influence” (Bolger 1980b:146).  
One of those “issues for which experience had qualified him” was protecting the interests of American 
inventors.  In 1880, he advocated on the House floor for appropriations to publish U.S. Patent Office records.  
According to Smith: 

By this mean policy of obliging inventors to grope in the dark the country perhaps loses both 
inventions and inventors.  What our inventors want and should have is a condensed description of 
every patent ever issued.  There should be enough of these published to allow every inventor to have 
access to them (quoted in Bolger 1980b:148).  
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In 1882, Smith would again find himself candidate for public office, this time, the New Jersey Senate.  He 
served one term but did not run for reelection. 
 
The H.B. Smith Company and the Star Bicycle 
 
As noted previously, the H.B. Smith Machine Company diversified production after its incorporation in 
1878, with the Star bicycle its most important new product.  The 1870s and 1880s were the heyday of the 
high-wheel bicycle, or “ordinary,” in America.  The ordinary was popular with wealthy young men, who 
formed clubs and raced their bicycles; its high-wheel design virtually prohibited its use by unathletic men 
and by women constrained by contemporary dress codes.  Riding the ordinary carried with it an element of 
danger, as accidents typically resulted in a headfirst fall over the front wheel (Wilson 2004:17-22). 
 
The design of the Star bicycle attempted to address the issue of headfirst accidents by moving the small 
wheel in front and giving it the steering function.  The Star also differed from the ordinary in its use of a 
treadle drive mechanism rather than a crank drive (Wilson 2004:22).  The bicycle was invented by George 
Pressey of Hammonton, who first demonstrated his prototype to representatives of the H.B. Smith Machine 
Company at Smithville in 1880.  The same year, the parties contracted to a manufacturing agreement, and 
Pressey moved to Smithville to refine the bicycle’s design for production.   
 
Pressey completed his design in 1881, but he frequently clashed with the company over subsequent 
modifications and improvements as it moved into production.  His original design met with limited success; 
however, a modified version developed by William Kelley, patented in 1885, was a great improvement over 
the original and achieved popularity among riders (Hadland and Lessing 2014:34).  During the 12-month 
period beginning in September 1882, the company produced 38 Star bicycles; the number increased to 237 
over the following year (Gabriele 2011:34-35). Pressey would later sue the H.B. Smith Machine Company 
for royalties on the Star bicycle (New York Times 4 June 1887). 
 
The H.B. Smith Machine Company continued to experiment with the designs during the late nineteenth 
century in an effort to address the safety issues of contemporary bicycles.  One approach tried by many 
manufacturers, including Smith, was adding a third wheel to improve stability.  This had the added 
advantage of making the vehicle accessible to women and less athletic men (Wilson 2004:20-21).  In 1887 
and 1888, the H.B. Smith Machine Company offered tricycles in their product line.  A Smith tricycle, as well 
as a Star and a Pony Star (a smaller version of the Star), are preserved in the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of American History in Washington (Smithsonian Institution 2014).   
 
Bolger indicates that the decline of the Star bicycle’s popularity began around 1886 due in large part to the 
emergence of the modern safety bicycle.  Kelley worked on a safety bicycle design, which was produced by 
the company, but never with the success of the Star.  Nevertheless, newspaper and journal advertisements 
and notices suggest that bicycle development and production continued at least through the 1890s.  A notice 
published in The Iron Age in December 1892 indicated that the company: 
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make[s] only high-grade wheels and sell[s] them largely through agencies, while at the same time they 
have direct trade with riders who have machines made to order, sometimes embodying little 
conveniences of their own.  Their line of wheels for 1893 include the Rover Star with hollow frame 
and pneumatic tire, the new Diamond Frame Lever Safety, in two styles, the Special Pony Star, and 
the Lady’s Lever Bicycle with cushion tires (The Iron Age 1892). 

The H.B. Smith Machine Company also manufactured bicycles for other designers.  In 1897, it began 
production of chainless bicycles for the Howard Chainless Cycle Company of Newark.  Incorporated two 
years earlier, the Howard company’s Newark plant reportedly could not meet the demand for its products 
(Trenton Evening Times, 30 December 1897).  The Smith company continued to produce Howard chainless 
bikes through at least February 1898 (The Age of Steel 1898b). 
 
During the same period, the company continued to manufacture woodworking machinery, but its creative 
energies were focused on vehicles:  bicycles, tricycles, and even a flying machine.  Perhaps of greatest 
interest was a steam-powered tricycle.  H.B. Smith was directly involved in its development, which began in 
1886, although it is not clear how much of the design was his own.  The patent for the vehicle was not 
awarded until after H.B.’s death in 1887, however, and it was never manufactured by the company.  A 
reporter for the Trenton Evening Times described the H.B. Smith Machine Company during this period: 

Smithville and bicycle have come to be synonymous terms.  Here in the great factories are made the 
“Star” pattern of “machine,” those steel horses, which with their riders will spin o’er beaten highways, 
cut their course through sandy roads, or drive their impetuous advance along stony streets.…[Y]our 
correspondent “toured” the establishment.  In one shop were the great steel rims; there the long strands 
of rubber for tires. At benches sat men who fastened spokes into the hub, whilst others made the 
complicated axles.  There were, too, the great polishing machines and a room where electro-plating 
with dynamos was done.  Then, again, in another portion of the works wood-planing machines and 
apparatus for casting iron and queer inventions for locomotion were to be seen.  Altogether Smithville 
is a machinists’ paradise (Soames 1887). 

H.B. Smith’s Final Years 
 
While the Star bicycle was still in its earliest stage of development, Agnes Smith died of cancer in January 
1881 at the age of 42.  H.B., then 64 years old and near the end of his first and only term in Congress, was 
devastated by her death.  The loss of Agnes’s influence and the changing production focus of the company 
played out upon the landscape of Smithville in the years that followed.  The farmland, which had been 
operated by the company from the time of its acquisition, was now leased to individual farmers, and the 
gristmill on the property was closed.  As interpreted by Bolger, these acts indicated “the abandonment of the 
full industrial-agricultural plan that had been developed” to that point in the village (Bolger 1980b:156).  
Other changes included the installation of a billiards room and tobacco shop in Mechanics Hall in a meeting 
room formerly used by various community improvement organizations.   
 
Smith also embarked on a period of construction at the mansion after Agnes’s death.  Beginning in 1881, he 
oversaw construction of additions between the old ice house/root cellar building and the barn on the northern 
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limit of the property.  These additions included a new billiard building with vaulted ceiling, bar, card room, 
and bowling alley.  Often referred to as the casino or political annex, the rooms were used by Smith to 
entertain his political allies.  During this period he also assembled a zoo on his property and built a 
conservatory on the southern side of the gardener’s house.  As with the construction at the farm complex, 
Smith designed the additions himself, and the construction incorporated 12-inch thick brick walls and iron 
roofing components. 
 
In 1883, the village remained a model company town: 

[T]he Smithville of to-day knows only peace and prosperity.  Its population sober, law-abiding, and 
industrious, it has its numerous, most comfortable, and attractive homes.  Its extensive boarding-
house, its store, its public hall, its library and reading-room, its fine building and grading school, and 
its one church edifice (Methodist), all is the outgrowth of its large manufacturing interests, giving 
proof, too, of vast energy with its crown of success (Woodward 1883:313). 

Shortly after, Smith completed the last of his construction projects in the Smithville.  In 1886, he oversaw 
construction of new housing in the lower part of the village, south of the creek along Forest Avenue.  The 
dwellings were two-and-one-half-story, frame double houses, traditional in design.  The zoo area was also 
extended around this time. 
 
Smithville under the H.B. Smith Machine Company 
 
H.B. Smith died at home in 1887.  In his will, Smith left his estate in trust “to be used in establishing and 
constructing a school for apprentices and young mechanics.”  Smith’s first wife and children contested the 
will, however, miring his estate in the court system for a decade.  In the meantime, a board of trustees 
continued to operate the H.B. Smith Machine Company and manage the village property.  
 
It was during this era that the Mount Holly and Smithville Bicycle Railway Company constructed a bicycle 
railway to link Smithville with Mount Holly, where a growing number of the Smith Machine Company’s 
employees lived.  Invented by Arthur E. Hotchkiss, the bicycle railway was conceived to transport riders at 
speeds up to 18 miles per hour.  The railway had an upper rail, upon which the rider sat between two wheels, 
and a lower rail, where a third wheel provided balance.  The bicycle was propelled forward by the rider 
pumping the pedals up and down, rather than in a rotary motion. Both one- and two-seat models were 
developed.  Novel in concept, the railway had practical limitations that ultimately led to its demise:  riders 
traveling at different speeds could not easily be accommodated, and a second rail was needed to permit 
transportation in both directions. The railway opened in 1892 and operated until 1898.  Although bicycle 
railways were also constructed in Atlantic City, Ocean City, and Gloucester, these were intended for 
entertainment rather than transportation between two points.  Similarly, two circular tracks were built at the 
Pleasure Beach amusement park in Great Yarmouth, England, in 1895; these were the longest-lived of the 
railways, operating until 1909 (EDP24 2009).  
 



 NPS Form 10-900-a OMB 
Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior  Smithville Historic District 
National Park Service  Burlington County, New Jersey 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8  Page  20 
 

 
The company’s focus turned back toward its roots around the turn of the twentieth century as the enthusiasm 
for bicycle production waned.  It exhibited woodworking machinery at the 1893 World’s Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago along with its bicycles and its bicycle railway, including a variation in which the 
bicycle hung beneath the rail.  A notice in The Age of Steel in 1898 indicated that this “venerable and 
important concern” was in the process of “remodeling its entire line of already standard tools” (The Age of 
Steel 1898a:24). 
 
Captain Elton A. Smith 
 
In 1897, the battle over H.B. Smith’s will, between the trustees charged with founding a school for 
mechanics and Smith’s first wife and children, was finally settled in favor of the family.  His eldest son, 
Captain Elton A. Smith, settled with the other living heirs, assuming complete ownership of the estate.  Born 
in 1848 in Vermont, Elton had worked for his father in his youth, first in Lowell and, later, in Smithville.  
His presence had been an unwelcome reminder to Agnes of H.B.’s first wife and children, however, and he 
was soon sent away.  He settled in Savannah, Georgia, where he amassed a fortune of his own as part-owner 
of a stevedore business.  Thus, Elton A. Smith was already a successful and experienced businessman when 
he assumed his father’s role as the controlling shareholder in the H.B. Smith Machine Company.  At the 
time, his holdings included homes in Woodstock, Vermont, and Savannah, Georgia; his stevedore business; 
one of the largest dairy farms in Vermont; and a rice plantation in Georgia. 
 
By 1900, Smith and his family had relocated to Smithville, where they occupied the mansion.  Captain Smith 
made improvements to the factory and machinery, and annual production increased.  According to his 
obituary: 

Captain Smith…soon became the ruling spirit of the H.B. Smith Machine Co., infusing his energy into 
every department of the works.  He immediately adopted the most advanced and progressive methods 
of manufacture, added greater skill to his force of experienced inventors and draughtsmen, increased 
his sales force, established branch stores and agencies, and by the very strength of his vigorous 
character forced greater results out of the enterprise (The St. Louis Lumberman 1917). 

State industrial directories published during the early twentieth century indicate that the village population 
fluctuated during Elton Smith’s era, from a high of 600 in 1906 to less than half that number in 1915 (New 
Jersey Bureau of Statistics [NJBS] 1901, 1906, 1909, 1912, 1915).  Employment also fluctuated.  In 1901, 
the company had 270 employees, but by 1906 the number had dropped to 175 men (NJBS 1901, 1906).  A 
substantial increase followed, however, with the company reportedly employing 300 people in 1909 and 
1912 (NJBS 1909, 1912).  By 1915, the number of employees had dropped by more than half (NJBS 1915).   
 
For the first time in nearly a decade, new patents were issued to inventors working for the H.B. Smith 
Machine Company under Captain Smith’s leadership.  James L. Perry, an inventor who had started several 
companies of his own prior to coming to Smithville, received two patents related to sandpapering machines 
in 1900. And the following year, William O. Vivarttas received three different patents related to 
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woodworking machinery (Vintage Machinery 2014).  Both Perry and Vivarttas were resident in the boarding 
house in Smithville in 1900 (US Census 1900).  
 
Although Smith actively worked to improve the company’s business, he made virtually no changes in the 
village, instead maintaining the property as designed and built by his father.  He did, however, purchase 
additional agricultural land and establish a dairy farm on the existing farm property.  During his ownership, 
two public construction projects occurred in Smithville village.  The first was a new school built by 
Eastampton Township to replace the brick building constructed by H.B. Smith, which “was used until the 
State condemned it because of inadequate lighting and ventilating facilities” (Burlington County 
Supervisors’ Association 1943:71).  Located just south of the millpond, near the houses on Forest Avenue, 
the two-room, frame schoolhouse was reportedly under construction in 1906 (NJBS 1906).  The building was 
later enlarged to include a third classroom, c.1925 (New Jersey Department of Public Instruction 1923, 
1928).  In 1940, it was remodeled and the clapboard siding covered in brick veneer (Burlington County 
Supervisors’ Association 1943:71-72).     
 
The second construction project in the village was initiated by Burlington County.  Prior to 1914, the bridge 
carrying Smithville Road over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek was a wooden structure with stone 
abutments.  In March of that year, the Board of Freeholders approved an advertisement for bids for a 
concrete structure in Smithville (Mount Holly Herald [MHH] 7 March 1914).  Two months later, the contract 
was awarded to the F.R. Long-W.G. Broadhurst Company of Hackensack (MHH 9 May 1914).  The 
company and its predecessor, the F.R. Long Company, built numerous steel and concrete bridges in New 
Jersey during the early twentieth century.  The Smithville Road Bridge was noteworthy due to its use of 
precast reinforced concrete piles driven for use in the substructure of the bridge piers.  It was the earliest 
example of this type of construction in the state (A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates 1994: 03E440).   In 1919, 
the county added a concrete retaining wall extending along Smithville Road north of the bridge.  The bridge 
was rehabilitated and its concrete members covered with gunite in 1949. 
 
Smithville Since 1917 
 
Captain Smith died in February 1917, and controlling interests in the H.B. Smith Machine Company passed 
to his sons Allen and Erle.  Neither possessed the management skills nor shared the enthusiasm for the 
business of their father and grandfather.  A leadership vacuum was created in the years that followed with the 
passing of longtime employees like Joseph J. White in 1924 and William S. Kelley in 1929, and both the 
company and the village of Smithville began a steady decline. The problems were exacerbated by the Great 
Depression of the 1930s.  During the 1930s and early 1940s, the number of company employees dropped to 
around 50, marking a steep decline from the period of Captain Smith’s presidency (NJBS 1931, 1938, 1941).    
 
During the 1940s and 1950s, the family began selling off farmland and razing many of the notable buildings 
and structures.  The Mechanics House was removed in 1948, and soon after the brick worker houses on Back 
Street and five of the dwellings on Forest Avenue were removed.  Train service to Smithville ended during 
the early 1950s.  In 1962, the mansion was sold, although Captain Smith’s two surviving children, Verona 
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and Hilda, remained in the village in one of the smaller houses on Park Avenue.  The H.B. Smith Machine 
Company was disbanded in 1976, and a successor company continued to operate the factories through the 
1980s.  
 
In 1975, the Burlington County Board of Chosen Freeholders acquired the property for development as the 
County’s first park.  Soon after, noted preservation architect John M. Dickey prepared research and 
restoration recommendations for the mansion, worker housing, and industrial complex (Dickey 1978[?]).  
Today, the house is operated as a museum, and a Master Plan completed in 2006 guides the preservation and 
use of the remaining buildings. 
 
Archaeology 
 
The archaeological potential of the Smithville Historic District is high due to the continuous historic 
occupation of the site from c.1750 through the late twentieth century.  Previous archaeological investigations 
at the site have uncovered evidence of prehistoric Native American occupation in the area, as well.  The most 
extensive archaeological survey was conducted in 1996 in connection with a reconstruction project for the 
Smithville dam.  Among the findings were remains of the Parker Grist Mill and Saw Mill complex, the 
earlier mill dams, and the hydropower system for the cotton factory and machine shops, as well as the 
embankment of the former Mount Holly and Smithville bicycle railway (Hartwick 1996).   
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Verbal Boundary Description  
No change to the National Register district boundary is proposed. 

 
Boundary Justification 

The boundary as established in the original National Register nomination for the Smithville Historic District 
includes all contributing resources identified in the additional documentation. Thus, no boundary change is 
necessary. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

For photographs 1 through 9 
 
Photographer:  Lynn Alpert 
Date:  May 2, 2014 
Location of original images: Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc. 
    259 Prospect Plains Road, Building D 
    Cranbury, New Jersey  
 
 

1. Mansion (Inventory #1), south elevation. View northeast from garden walkway.  
2. Mansion, east elevation. View west from Smithville Road. 
3. Worker housing fronting the North Branch of Rancocas Creek (Inventory #2 in foreground).  View 

northwest from River Street. 
4. Smithville Road Bridge (Inventory #26). View northeast from the south bank of the creek.  The brick 

building in the background is located outside of the historic district boundaries.   
5. Smithville Road Bridge.  View northwest from the bridge.  The Gothic Revival-style cottage and the 

mansion complex walls are visible in the background. 
6. Replacement bridge connecting the factory complex with Smithville Road via River Street (Inventory #27).  

View southeast from River Street. 
7. Reconstructed Smithville dam (Inventory #28). View south from parking lot. 
8. Reconstructed gazebo (Inventory #29), south of the worker housing.  View facing west from the 

intersection of Park Avenue and River Street. 
9. 718 Smithville Road (Inventory #30).  View east from Smithville Road. 

 
For photographs 10 through 15 
 
Photographer:  Douglas C. McVarish 
Date:   September 30, 2017 
Location of original images: New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 
    501 East State Street 
    Plaza Building, 4th Floor 
    Trenton, New Jersey 
 
10. Remans of the machine shop and machine shop extension toward northeast. 
11. Wall remains of the office (foreground) and machine shop and extension (background) toward northwest. 
12. Portions of Machine Shops 1 and 2 and Sheds toward northwest. 
13. Portion of foundry walls toward southeast.  
14. Portion of planer shop walls toward southeast. 
15. Southwest end of Machine Shop No. 2 toward northeast. 
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16. Northeast side of Machine Shop No. 1 extension toward southwest. 
17. Headrace toward northwest. 
18.  Southwest corner of Planar Shop lower wall toward west. 
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Smithville, c.1876 (from Bolger 1980b). 
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Pony Star bicycle, 1881, and Smith tricycle, 1888 (from Smithsonian Institution 2014). 
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H.B. Smith Machine Works poster, undated (from Artnet 2014). 
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Mount Hol1y and Smithville Bicycle Railroad, undated (from Bolger 1980b). 
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1986 photos of remains of factory buildings 
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Remains of factory building in Smithville, workers’ housing on Park Avenue in background. Camera facing north (1974 photo). 
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Smithville factory buildings as they appeared in 1904 (from Bolger 1980b: 64). This map was used  to 

identify building remnants discussed in Section 7,  Page 3. 
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Easthampton Township, Burlington County, NJ 
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Eastampton Township, Burlington County, NJ 

Photo #11 
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Easthampton Township, Burlington County, NJ 

Photo #12 

 

 



 
Smithville Historic District 

Eastampton Township, Burlington County, NJ 
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Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE im jniSEY
Date Entered MAY 1 2 1977

Ncime

Old Stoiie Church

i^thvilla Historic Statrlet 

St* looter's Episcopal Church

Location

Cedarvilla vtclalty 
CuBharl^jd County

l^thvilla 
Burlingtoo County

]?erth imboy 
Middlesex County

Also Notified
Boa. Clifford P. Case 
Hon. liarxisoa A. yililaaa, Jr. 
Itoa. WilliajR J. Hughes 
Eon. Frank ‘£feoia|ssoa. Jr.
Iioa. J*

Eegionai uxi t-ic cor, wortu 
Atlantic Aagioa

State Historic Presarvatioa Officer 
Hr, David J# Bardin 
Ccfsaaissiottsr, Departisant of 

EavirGasieatal Frotectitm 
P«0* Bo3c 2.-^'23

.„i, L'».-w25

U!880 MMott/row 5/16/77

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE lm!,1 .n:r..sn 

Date Entered MAY 1 2 1977 

Name Location 

Old Stone· Church Cedarville vicittity 
Cumberland County 

~ thvUle Historic District 

St. Peter's Episcopal Chu~ch 

Also Notified 

Ron. Clifford P. Case 
Iron. liarYison A. t:Uliama, Jr. 
Hon.. William J. Bug.ties 
Hon. Frank 'r!!ompeon. Jr. 

Repion3l u1£bc~or~ u0rtn 
At.l.ant:ic K.::iJion 

MMott/row 5/16/77 

Stidthville 
Burlington County 

ferth Amboy 
Middlesex County 

State B!seorlc Preservation Officer 
Mr. David J. 'ful.rdin 
Cot"""!U5s!oner , Departt:eut of 

E,n;iron:,n-•n~a l r r ot ectiou 

,., -
t. .. , ...... ...... : .. , ....... $. 0 ,,, ..... , .... - .. ~,;....,,;,.._~ ,/ 
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Advisory 

Council On 

Historic 

Preservation
1522 K Street. N\V 
Washington, DC 20005

Mr. Vincent J. Mullins
Federal Liaison Officer
Federal Conimunications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Mr. Mullins;

We have been informed by Lawrence C. Schmidt, Deputy New Jersey State 
Historic Preservation Officer, that the construction of a cable-television 
receiving tower in Eastampton Township, New Jersey, an undertaking 
licensed by the Federal Communications Commission may have an effect on 
tlie Smithyille_HisjLQric District^ a property included in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Please investigate this matter to determine whether the nature of the 
effect requires that you obtain the comments of the Council in accordance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 
U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320). Steps to determine this responsibility 
are set forth in Section 800.4 of the Council’s regulations, "Protection 
of Historic and Cultural Properties'" (36 CFR Part 800) (enclosed).

We look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible. If you have 
further questions or require assistance, please call me at 254-3495.

Thank you for your cooperation. .
Since

/ Jordan E. Tarmenbaum

Project Review

Enclosure: Regulations

Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street. '.'-1\,V 
Washington. DC 20005 

December 12, 1981 

Mr. Vincent J. Mullins 
Federal Liaison Officer 
Federal Communications Commission 
~ashington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Mr. Mullins: 

. . I 

We have been informed by Lawrence C. Schmidt, Deputy New Jersey State 
Historic Preservation Officer, that the construction of a cable-television 
receiving tower in Eastampton Township, New Jersey, an undertaking 
lice.nsed by the Federal Communications Commission may have an effect on 
the Smithville Historic District L a property included in the National 
Register of Historic Places . 

. 
Please investigate this matter to determine whether the nature of the 
effect requires that you obtain the comments of the Council in accordance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 
U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320). Steps to determine this responsibility 
are set forth in Section 800.4 of the Council's regulations, "Protection 
of Historic and ,Cultural Properties"' (36 CFR Part 800) (enclosed). 

We look forward to hearing from yoti as soon as possible. If you have 
further questions or require assistance, please call me at 254-3495. 

Thank _you for your cooperation. 

y, 
.,, 

• L ==--

( r.,tj an E . • Tannenbaum. 
Chief, Eastern Division of 

Project Review 

Enclosure: Regulations 



3)NAME as i* appeatra on federal register:
NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

OTHER NAtMES:

(^) LOCATION street A number
/V T ________

city / town violnlty of
Wrirwi

state county

^county cod*'-

0NPS REGION! 
/!/ /?

3)owner DPRIVATE DSTAU □MUNICIPAL OCOUKTY gMUmPlt □FEDERAUagency name).®_____________________ ______________
^EXISTING SURVEYS OHABS DHAEH □ NHL |@ FUNDED? GYES GNO [©CONGRESS. DISTRICT

. [(i^MINISTRATORJ.

Ct^AilHIN NAIIGNAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT?
□yes >■»*<? 0NO

[(^SOURCE of NOMINATION BmTE □ FEDERAL

@WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
nVFS NAMF .dNO

©ACREAGE
?b-

if state who prepired^^^^?

□ local DprivatE^organieation

(^CONDITION
□ excellent
□ eood 
□Tair

□ deteriorated
□ ruins
□ unexposed
□ unexcavated

CB^ltered Goriginal site
□ unaltered □moved
□ reconstructed Gunknown
□ excavated

©features: ^□SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 a-B^STANTIALLY INTACT-2 «tETfuBSTANTIALLYINTACT-3 
2ON0T INTACT-O SqIiot INTACT-O OQmOT INTACT-O
“OirNKNOYYN-4 “□ UNKNOWN-6 5GUNKN0WM-6
?GN0T APPLICABLE-7 SONOT APPLICABLE-8 5□ ROT APPLICABLE-9

^ACCESS ^YES-R»»tricted □ YES-Unr..tricted □ No Acc..« □ Unknown |(||ADAPTIVE USE DYES □No|@ SAVED? GYES | IS PROPERTY A H ISTORIC DISTRICT? 0 y«*Gno

©AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : oiNGINEERING-ll
□ ARCHE0L0SY-prehi$toric-2 □COMMERCE-S □ ENTERTAINMEMT-26 □ LAW-16
□ ARCHEOLOGY-historic-l □COMMUNICATIONS-? □ EXPLORATION-12 □ LITERATURE-17
□ AGRICULTURE-3 □ CONSERVATION-B □HEALTH-27 □ MILITARY-18
CyiRCHITECTURE-4 □ ECONOMICS-9 (3IN0USTRY-13 □ MUSIC-19

□ ART-5 □ EDUCATION-10 □INVENTION-U □ PHILOSOPHY-20

□ LANDSCAPE ARCH.-15 □ POLITICS/GOVT.-21
□ REllGION-22

□ RECREATION-28
□ SETTLEMENT-29

□ SCIENCE- 23 □ URBAN PLANNING-31
□ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)
Ee^OCIAL/CULTURAL-30 ______________

□ TRANSPORTATION-25 _

©CLAIMS: explain 
^first’G

‘oldest’□

‘only’ □

©functions
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT:
CURRENTLY: ^

©dates of initial construction: C-. > ^
major alterations:
historic events: /?OS- ~/PSZ^ /PCS'-C

^ETHNIC GROUP
V9' ASSOCIATION

©architectural st^^(s): ©architect: ©master builders |©engineer:

© landscape architect/garden designer: ©interior decorator: © artist: ©artisan: ©builder/contraotor:

^ NAMES give role & date
personal: y ^ ^ ^

events:,. U /. J
/6 7'3 '/a ‘ ^ y ^ ^ '

©NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

j — ■■ I

Irewiowors initials. .data. 8IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBER A PUT ON REVERSEI

NATIONAL REGISTE.R -DATA SHEET 
@NAME as it 191pears on federal register: !®OTHER NAMES: t 

-.,J:/YY/ , J/4/'G4..- fo,'h), '- ?)k-/; , ·l- --r SJ. eve M~ 

@ LOCATION street & number oity, town vicinity of 1•tatel oounty •• ·t@NP:,RE;ION 1 

c, ff N J" '3 r ~/1/,,,_1&._ 1J0 I ~-t~£ I ,v M 

® OWNER □PRIVATE □STATE □ MUNICIPAL □COUNTY □MULTIPLE OFEDERAL(a2ency name) l®¢MINISTRATOR : 

(~ EXISTING SURVEYS OHABS □ HAER □ NHd(lqFUNOE07 Om ONO l@coNGRESS. DISTRICT T62)souRCEof NOMINATION rnfTm □ FEDERAL __________ _ 

I t
~ · I if state wh~ preparad~tr? 

@111tHIH NHI GNAl REGISTER HI S!OR IC 0ISJRICT! / @WITHIN NATIO NAL HISTORIC LANDMARK ? ./ @, ACREAGE f, =----"'&.,_,_fa~-1""-,e_.,q""-'-':;;t...------
□m N• Mt 0'NO O YES, NAME • _ElN0 •· • 'D .• □ LOCAL □ PRIYATORGANIZATION 

@CONDITION □ deteriorated Graltered B'ortginal site @features: a:OSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-I a:l!3's!!-JSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ~ffiUBSUNTIALLYIIIUCT·3 

□excellent □ ruins □unaltered □moved 2 □ N0T INTACT•O 2ifNOT INUCT•O OONOT INTACT •O 

DJood □unexposed Oreconstruoted □unknown ~m'uNKNOWN·4 ffi □ UNKN0WN-5 ~ □ UNKNOWN·& 
@fair Owiexcav.lted □ excavated _ ~□ NOT APPLICABLE-7 E□ N0T APPLICABLE-8 ~ □ NOT APPLICABLE·& 

(i{I ACCESS ~YES-Restricted QYES-Unrutricted ONoAcceH □ Unknown l(JB)AOAPTIYE USE DYES DNoJ@ SAYED? DYES I 1s PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT?QyuOno 

@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: g{NGINEERING-11 □ LANDSCAPE ARCH.•15 OP0LITICS/G0YT.·21 ORECREATI0N·28 ~CLAIMS: explain 

0 ARCHEOLOGY• prehistoric•2 0 COMMERCE• & 0 ENTERTAINMENT •26 0 LAW• 16 0 RELIGION• 22 0 SETTLEMENT-29 firSt ' O 

OARCHE0L0GY-~istoric·l OC0MMUNICATI0NS·7 OEXPL0RATI0N·12 0 LITERATURE•l7 0 SCIENCE· 23 DURBAN PLANNING•31 'oldest' □ 

OAGRICULTURE•3 OC0NSERYATI0N·I O ~EALTH•27 0 MILITARY•18 0 ~CIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 O0THER(SPECIFY) 

lln1CHITECTURE·4 0 EC0N0MICS· 9 0 IN0USTRY· 13 0 MUSIC· 19 C0'SOCIAL / CULTURAL•30 

0 AIT-5 0 EDUCATI0N-10 0 INYENTI0N·14 0 PHIL0S0PHY·20 0 TRANSPORTATI0N•25 
'only' □ 

~ functions &I.dates or initial construction· A',,,~ /f''ff c , 1c;<j.,J / ~ v~) QETHNIC GROUP 
,eo . . • ~ • • J / tJ V ~ ~ ASSOCIATION 

WHEN HISTORICALLY Sl&NIFICAU: ----errY>/°J ~4/A_J 

CUR RE NTL y: c..,C/>-n-n?un? I ;,, 

ma1or alterations: 

historic events: d .:Jf - /f)G; / ft:.r - c;JCJ Y C . 

@ architectural •~(s): !@architect: !@master builder: 

@landscape architect/ atarden designer: !@interior deoorator: @artist: l@artisan: l(ibuilder /contractor: 

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP 

._J7C f , --jtpY> v1~t: /Oln<~ l)c9? ~ 1 / ~,._.,, ~own c-o ✓/4.,....v~ j ,;'JU,- ~-,6;~'1~0 ~ ~,~ 

___,{xt,,Y"~ ( ;1'/f ~- /"'cb,~,'c.f_ ~~ - /ll'~,'A- ,1=&1 ~ --w~~X:J ~ y //, t'. J:,/1,e &n;PJI 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action : Resubmission J:!r !J--

Property Name: Smithville Historic District 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: NEW JERSEY, Burlington 

Date Received: 
12/4/2018 

Date pf Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 

Reference number: RS77000856 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return __ Reject 

Abstract/Summary Automatic listing due to lapse in appropriations. 
Comments: 

Recommendation/ 
Criteria 

1/18/2019 2/15/2019 

2/14/2019 Date 

Reviewer Discipline 

Telephone Date 
------------

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR_;-,Np 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 



Project# 15-0407. 
HPO-C2017-238 , '{j [E ~ 

JUN -9 ~ 

CHRIS CHRISTIE 
Governor 

KIM GUADAGNO 
Lt. Governor 

Paul Loether, Chief 

~tate of ~ efu merseu 
MAIL CODE 501-04B 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
NATURAL & HISTORIC RESOURCES 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
P.O. Box 420 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 
TEL. (609) 984-0176 FAX (609) 984-0578 

March 28, 2017 

National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

1 ,, •. ,r1c Pl2ces 
·w· ').,1v!ce 

BOBMARTIN 
Commissioner 

The enclosed disk contains the true and correct copy of the nomination for the Smithville 
Historic District (Additional Documentation), in Eastampton Township, Burlington County, New 
Jersey. 

This nomination has received unanimous approval from the New Jersey State Review 
Board for Historic Sites. All procedures were followed in accordance with regulations published 
in the Federal Register. • 

Should you want any further information concerning this application, please feel free to 
contact Katherine J. Marcopul, Administrator, New Jersey Historic Preservation Office, Mail 
code 501-04B, P.O. Box 420, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420, or call her at (609) 984-5816. 

Sincerely, 

~::iian 
Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

New Jersey is an Equal Oppor/unily Employer, Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable 



Returned

NPS Form 10-900 
(Oct. 1990) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

AD 77/)o()tg ft, 

~ ~ rr~ rrl ~"".~ e 

~ UN- ~ 91017 I 
Natl. ,, ,,~ -,1 1 li.,tonr.: Pl2ces 

ti._ t•~1-:,~1 !:'.ark '':;~a 111r.e 

018 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If 
an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "NIA" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials and areas of significance, 
enter only categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a 
typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 

1. Name of Property 

historic name Smithville Historic District (Additional Documentation) 

other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number Smithville Road; Forest, Railroad, Park and Maple Avenues; River Street 
and Smithville Lake 

city or town Eastampton Township 

state New Jersey code _N~J~- county Burlington code 005 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

D not for publication 

D vicinity 

zip code _0_8_06_0 __ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I certify that this ~ nomination 

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 

[Kl meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property. be considered significant 
D ~A_rl~ statewide [Kl locally. 0 Se~ continuation sheet for additional comments. 

~l. ~ --- - ~ ~ S I- Lbtl\lVI\~ S.:10,.I L~ ~ 't(i ( 

Signature of certifying official itle Date 

~~ L( 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet for 
additional comments. 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

D other, (explain:) 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Returned

Smithville Historic District 
Name of Property 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

D private 

[El public-local 

D public-State 

D public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

D building(s) 

[El district 

Osite 

D structure 

D object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

NIA 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

INDUSTRY /PROCESSING/EXTRACTION: 

manufach1ring facility 

DOlvIESTIC: single dwelling 

DOr-.rnSTIC: multiple dwelling 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSIS'fENCE: 

agricultural outbuildings 

'IRANSPORTATION: road-related (vehicular) 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

MID-l9TH CENTURY: Greek Revival 

MID-l 9TH CENTURY: Gothic Revival 

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate 

OTHER: Patterned brickwork 

OTHER: Continuous concrete slab 

Narrative Description 

Burlington County, New Jersey 
County and Stale 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

0 

0 

0 

Noncontributing 

0 

3 

0 

4 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

23 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

RECREATION AND CULTURE: outdoor recreation 

RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum 

GOVERNMENT: government office 

TRA.1"'\JSPORTATION: road-related (vehicular) 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation BRICK: STONE: sandstone 

walls 

roof 

other 

BRICK: WOOD: weatherboard; ASBESTOS 

ASPHALT 

METAL: iron; STUCCO: CONCRETE 

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Returned

Smithville Historic District 
Name of Property 

8 Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property for Natlon_al Register listing.) 

[8] A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

[8] B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

[R] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

[RI D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria considerations 
(mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

D B removed from its original location. 

D C a birthplace or grave. 

D D a cemetery. 

D E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

D F a commemorative property. 

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

Burlington County, New Jersey 
County and State 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

INDUSTRY 
ENGINEERING 
ARCHITECTURE 
INVENTION 
COM1v1UNI1Y PLANNING AND DEVELOP1'-IENT 
ARCHAEOLOGY 

Period of Significance 
c.1750-1917 

Significant Dates 
1865 
1831 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Hezekiah Bradley Smith: Agnes Gilkerson Smith 

Cultural Affiliation 
Euro-American 
Terminal Archaic 
Earlv \'(!oadland 

Architect/Bui Id er 
Unknown 

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

·Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data 
D preliminary determinatlon of individual listing (36 X State Historic Preservation Office 

CFR 67) has been requested Other State agency 
[xi previously listed in the National Register Federal agency 
D previously determined eligible by the National X Local government 

Register University 
D designated a National Historic Landmark Other 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 

# __________ Burlington County Parks Dcpmiment 
0 recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 



Returned

Smithville Historic District 
Name of Property 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property 74.5 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 

2 
Zone Easting Norlhing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Jennifer B. Leynes/Senior Architectural Historian 

3 

4 

Burlington County, New Jersey 
County and State 

Zone Easting Norlhing 

D See continuation sheet 

organization Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc. date December 9, 2014 

street & number 259 Prospect Plains Road, Building D telephone 609.655.0692 x314 

city or town Cranbury state NJ zip code 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete thls item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number 

city or town __________________ state 

telephone 

zip code 

08512 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings. Response to this request 
is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.470 et seq.) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this from to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, 
DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 



Returned

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page 1 

INTRODUCTION 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Smithville Historic District 
Burlington County, New Jersey 

This nomination provides additional documentation for the Smithville Historic District in Eastampton Township, Burlington 

County, New Jersey. Smithville was listed in the New Jersey Register of Historic Places on August 26, 1974, and in the 

National Register of Historic Places on May 12, 1977. 

The Smithville Historic District is comprised of a largely intact company town dating to its high point of development, c.1870-

1900, with a manor house at its center. The district was listed in the National Register under Criterion A in the areas of 

Industry and Engineering and under Criterion C in the area of Architecture. It has significance for its industrial production 

and technological innovations, which included the first bicycle railroad and a prototype of the modem bicycle. It is also 

architecturally significant for its manor house, which is an excellent example of the Greek Revival style in New Jersey (Photos 

1-2), and for its collection of Italianate-style worker housing (Photo 3). Collectively, the buildings represent a significant and 

distinguishable entity. The period of significance in the original nomination was defined as "1800-1899 (N.J. Historic Sites Staff 

1970). This additional documentation seeks to expand the areas of significance beyond that of the original nomination to 

include Criteria A, B, C and D, in the added areas of Invention, Community Planning and Development, and Archaeology. It 

also expands the period of significance, to begin c.1750, when the fitst farmstead was established in the district, to 1917, when 

the company town began a period of decline. The district boundary has not been altered. 

Inventory 

The previous documentation for the Smithville Historic District included a resource inventory that identified 25 contributing 

resources (24 buildings and 1 structure) within the district boundaries. Since the district was listed on the National Register, 

one structure and one building have been removed: the iron tt1.1ss bridge on River Street (Inventory 16), and the Methodist 

church parsonage (Inventory 24). 

This additional documentation expands the inventory to include one contributing and four noncontributing resources as 

described below. Each has been assigned an inventory number consecutively following the numbering in the original 

inventory. 

26 Smithville Road Bridge over the North Branch ofRancocas Creek Contributing (structure) 

The expansion of the period of significance requires the addition of one contributing structure that was omitted entirely from 

the previous invento11', the Smithville Road (County Road 684) Bridge over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek. Built in 

1914, the Smithville Road Bridge is a 7-span structure that carries 2 lanes of traffic in a north-south direction over the North 

Branch of Rancocas Creek (sec Photos 4-5; plans attached). It measures approximately 125 feet long and 27 feet, 6 inches 

wide. The bridge has a continuous reinforced concrete deck slab supported by precast reinforced concrete pile-bent piers. The 

abutments and wingwalls arc concrete and masonry construction. The pile-bent piers are comprised of 5, 16-inch square 

precast reinforced concrete piles set 6 foot on center topped with a reinforced concrete cap beam. In 1949, pneumatically 

applied mortar (shotcretc) was applied to a majority of the visible areas of the bridge's abutments and wingwalls, deck, pier cap 

beams and piles (see attached plans). 'I11e railing system is comprised of galvanized pipes, approximately 2 feet high, mounted 

on a 1-foot high concrete brush curb. The bridge is technologically distinctive as an early example of a precast reinforced 

concrete driven-pile substructure (A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc. 1994:03E440). 
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27 River Road Bridge over North Branch of Rancocas Creek Noncontributing (structure) 
In 2005, a new steel truss bridge was constructed over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek on River Street (Photo 6), at the 
same location as the earlier iron truss (Inventory 16). 'Ibe bridge is a historically sensitive replacement but is not a 
contributing resource because it was built outside the period of significance. 

28 Smithville Dam Noncontributing (structure) 
The Smithville dam was removed and replaced c.1995 (Photo 7). The reinforced concrete structure spans the North Branch 
of the Rancocas Creek west of the River Road Bridge. 

29 Smithville Park Gazebo Noncontributing (structure) 
A wooden gazebo has also been erected in the park near the mansion and worker housing (Photo 8). The gazebo replicates 
the bandstand erected during H.B. Smith's lifetime and is at the approximate location of the original sti1.1cture. The gazebo 
harmonizes with its surroundings but is not a contributing resources due to its construction after the period of significance. 

30 718 Smithville Road Noncontributing (building) 
A one-sto1y house has been constructed within the historic district boundaries south of Railroad Avenue, at 718 Smithville 
Road. Built in 1984, the frame building has a side gable roof and concrete foundation (Photo 9). It is a noncontributing 
building within the historic district. 
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The Smithville Historic District previously was listed in the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic Places under 
Criterion A in the areas of Indusuy and Engineering and under Criterion C in the area of Architech1re. Its period of 
significance extended from 1800 to 1899. This additional documentation expands the district's • significance to include 
Criterion B, for its associations with Hezekiah B. Smith and Agnes Gilkerson Smith, and the added areas of Invention and 
Community Planning and Development. The Smithville Historic District represents a continuum. of occupation on the North 
Branch of the Rancocas Creek in modern Eastampton Township, Burlington County, beginning with a colonial farmstead, 
established c.1750, and a mill seat, established c.1780. In the 1830s, a cotton mill was established at the site and a company 
town developed by its owners, who lived in a Greek Revival-style mansion they built in the village. After its failure, the entire 
property was purchased by Hezekiah B. Smith, an innovative businessman, who moved his woodworking machinery business 
to the site. Smith's wife, Agnes Gilkerson Smith, was a doctor by training and edited the company's newspaper, the J\TeJV Je1:J"f]' 
1\1echa11ic. Together the Smiths transformed the mill village into a model industrial town. H.B. Smith worked with his 
mechanics to invent new and improved woodworking machinery, and the company later produced the Star bicycle, an 
innovative high-wheel bicycle that enjoyed popularity during the 1880s. After H.B. Smith's death, control of the company 
passed to his son, Captain Elton Smith, who operated the business with great success until his death in 1917. The additional 
documentation suggests an expanded period of significance, beginning circa 1750 with the establishment of the original 
farmstead and ending in 1917 with the death of Captain Elton Smith. The district additionally is significant under Criterion D 
in the area of Archaeology. A prehistoric Native American occupation site has been identified within the district's boundaries, 
as well as archaeological remnants of the early mill seat and various later components of the site's occupation. Undish1rbed 
areas have the potential to reveal additional information about the history of the site and the lifeways of its residents. 

Historic Context 

The community known today as Smithville' lies on the North Branch of the Rancocas Creek in Burlington County. The 
property was first surveyed in 1683 to delineate a 500-acre tract of the \'(fest Jersey Province purchased by Henry Stacy of 
Burlington City in 1676. ~fany of the surrounding properties were also surveyed and distributed during the period 1682-1684, 
although the tract south of the creek, which would later become part of the Smithville dam site, was unappropriated during the 
seventeenth cenhtr)', 

Stacy apparently rented his tract to tenants. \\lb.en the property was sold by his widow in 1686, the tract was said to include 
the "house, building,, and improvements thereupon made or being made in the tenure of l'vfichacl Buffin and George Shinn" 
(Bolger 1980b:7). The property was purchased by Sarah Parker, a widow, who later divided the tract into three parcels and 
distributed them to her sons George, \'\filliam, and Joseph. \Villiam Parker, who owned the parcel that would evenhmlly 
contain the Smithville community, sold his property in 1730. In 1744, the tract came into possession of Daniel Gaskill, who in 
17 49 added a 30-acre parcel on the south side of the creek. With this purchase, the original bounds of the cvenhial mill tract 
were fixed. 

Around the same time, a farmstead was established on the east side of Smithville Road. A two-story, three bay brick house 
was erected circa 1750 by E:1.ekiel \'<'right. The house was e."'\:tant by 1771, when Wright set aside a two-acre patcel including 
the house in his will for his widow Rebecca, to be shared equally by their four sons upon her death. The fam1house and 
surrounding land were purchased during the late nineteenth ccnh1ry and incorporated into the industrial village of Smithville. 

1 ·n1e history of Smithville has been extensively documented in numerous sources, including the· National Register of iustoric Places 
nomination (New Jersey Historic Sites Staff 1977) and two works published in 1980 by William C. Bolger: a scholarly article published in 
Pla1111ed a11d Utopia,r Expe,immls: Four New Jenv To1v11s, and a book, S111ithvi//e: The &s11/I ef E11te1p1ife. Except where otherwise indicated, the 
Bolger texts served as the source for the historic context contained herein. 



Returned

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 2 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

SmithvilJe Historic District 
Burlington County, New Jersey 

The building still stands on the property and is the earliest surviv1ng non-archaeological historic resource in ·the Smithville 

Historic District. It is a good example of a patterned brickwork house, which was important in the architech1re of 

southwestern New Jersey in the eighteenth century; however, it is also an unusual example because the only elevation that was 

ornamented with pattern work was the west gable end. This elevation features Flemish checker, the most widely used 

ornamental pattern, while the south fai_;ade feah1res plain brickwork. The unusual placement of the pattern work in this house, 

facing the nearby road (modern Smithville Road), demonstrates the intent of the builder to place the fanciest masonry in the 

house where it would be most visible. 

Early Industrial Development: Parkers' tvlills and Shreveville 
The eighteenth cenh1ry saw increased development of sawmills and other water-powered industries throughout the region. In 

1776, Jacob Parker purchased a 37-acre portion of the old Daniel Gaskill property, which included both banks of the creek. 

Pour years later, Parker petitioned the state legislah1re for permission to build a dam on his property and commenced with 

construction. Parker established his grist and sawmill operations at the site and built a residence for his family north of the 

creek. Although Parker was initially successful, he soon became embroiled in a controversy with his neighbors over the 

legality of his dam and mill operation. The lengthy lawsuits with his neighbors and John Mullen, the miller who operated his 

gristmill, led to Parker's bankn1ptcy and the sale of his property at sheriff's auction in l 802. 

A gristmill continued to operate at Parkers rvlills, as the property was known, under varied ownership during the early 

nineteenth cenh1ry. The original stn1ch1re was replaced in 1816, when owners \Villiam Roberts and Charles French 

constructed a new gristmill on the same site. The sale of the property in 1831 to brothers Jonathan Lippincott Shreve and 

Samuel Shreve resulted in significant changes to the area, however. The Shreves set out to establish a textile factory complex 

at the site, and by l 850, Parkers rvlills had been transformed into Shreveville, a self-sustaining cotton mill village. 

The textile industry in America emerged first in New England and the rvlid-Atlantic during the latter decades of the eighteenth 

century and grew substantially in the decades following the \'\far of 1812. J\·Iills of the era were dependent on water power for 

their machinery; thus, many factories were established in rural areas. The remote locations required significant investment 

from owners, however, who had to build not only the mill and related infrastruch1re but also housing for employees. The 

types of housing varied according to the company's hii-ing practices: some provided small cottages for families of workers, 

while others built dormitories and boarding houses for single employees. Out of this necessity emerged a paternalistic system, 

in which employers strove to attract and keep employees by maintaining personal relationships and providing amenities 

beyond merely housing in the mill villages they built (Blythe 1999; Garner 1992; Leynes 1993). 

The Shreves had gained experience in the textile indusuy at the Trenton Calico Printing Manufactory, which was founded in 

1820. Calico printing was a relatively uncommon indusu-y in New Jersey, and the precise nature of the Shreves' involvement 

with the Trenton works is unclear. The company appears to have closed around 1829, howeve1·, and soon after the Shreves 

purchased the Parker 1-Iills in Burlington County (Hunter et al. 2009:68). They proceeded to build a calico printing works on 

the property, as well as worker housing and a manor house for themselves. 1-Wls for spinning and weaving cotton were added 

later. In the 1840s, the Shreves began manufach1ring cotton thread; at least one contemporary source reported that "the 

'Shreveville Thread' is superior to all other of American manufacture"' (New Jersey :tvlirror, 24 July 1856:3). 

By around 1845, the Shreves had invested about $250,000 in the mills and village, which they named Shreveville. The factories 

employed more than 200 workers. The Shreves also owned and financed operation of the old gristmill, employing brothers 

Abraham and Jacob Claypole as millers. Altl10ugh relatively little documentation regarding the Shreves' business survives, the 
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R.G. Dun & Co. credit reports2 provide glimpses into the business and its eventual decline. In 1846, the Shreves were 
described as "heavy capitalists, large extensive business in the manufacturing line, wealthy men" (R.G. Dun & Co. Credit 
Report Volumes, I-Iarvard Business School, Baker Library, Boston, r-.fassaclrnsetts [RGD&Co] 1846: Vol. 6:98). Five years 
later, the credit report indicated that ''..J.L. & S. Shreve arc rich men, shrewd, prudent, successful & managing in business, large 
capital & unquestionably good" (RGD&Co 1851: Vol. 6:98). 

Yet, despite the pmdencc and management skills of its owners, the Shreves' textile mills faltered in the years that followed, 
victims of a recession in the nation's textile industry in the 1850s. In March 1854, the Shreves began mortgaging their 
property, with the largest loan of just over $48,012 from their brother Benjamin Shreve of Medford. 'lbe following month, 
R.G. Dun & Co. received a telegraph indicating that the business had failed. According to the report: 

Their works are still running but they have notified their principal creditors that they cannot pay. \'(!hat course 
they will pursue is not known. As yet there are no judges vs them (RGD&Co 1854: Vol. 6:98). 

In April "1855, the mills were reportedly "not in business," but by November they were reportedly "on their feet again ... the 
general opinion is that they will fully recover" (RGD&Co 1855: Vol. 6:98). The R.G. Dun & Co. reports further stated: 

And the whole property was sold subject to mortgages upon it and was purchased by a brother named 
Benjamin Shreve ... Since that time J.L. [and] S. Shreve have continued to reside there and to the casual 
observer seem to have the same control & authority over the whole business which they had before their 
failure but business I understand is conducted in the name of Benjamin J. Shreve, a son of S. Shreve ... quite a 
young man from what I have heard (R.GD&Co 1854: Vol. 6:98). 

The degree to which production recovered is unclear, but it was presumably short-lived; this entry in the R..G. Dun credit 
records was the last related to the mills in Shreveville. Samuel Shreve died in July 1856, and shortly after the property was 
offered at public sale. At that time, a plan of the Shreves' SO-acre property was prepared (attached). The drawing provides a 
detailed snapshot of the village just prior to the mills' closure and abandonment. The cotton mills and associated industrial 
activities were concentrated on the south side of the creek, while the dwellings, store, and support structures were located on 
the north. The worker housing included 20 buildings arranged along three streets extending in an cast-west direction across 
the northern end of the property, as well as 3 additional dwellings near the creek. The buildings varied in size and layout: 
three-story brick duplexes lined the northemmost street, while the remainder were a mix of duplexes, single-family homes, and 
larger buildings containing four housing units each. 

The Shreves' mansion was located to the east, on the "Road to 1viount Holly" (present-day Smithville Road). The two-and
one-half-stmy brick building is a striking example of the Greek Revival style as applied to a nineteenth-centu1y Burlington 
County brick house. Its architect/builder is unknown, but its distinguishing features include rigid symmetry, low-pitched roof 
with widow's walk, frieze-band windows with Greek key details, and partial-,vidth porches with Doric columns. The 
building's cast elevation, which fronted the road, imparted a temple-like appearance through the use of colossal brick pilasters. 
The mansion's grounds included a "fruit garden" and several outbuildings on the building's north side. 

2 1l1e R.G. Dun & Co., predecessor of Dun & Bradstreet, maintained credit records on industries throughout the nation from "1841 
through the 1890s; their reports are preserved at the Baker Library of the Harvard Business School. 111c report entries employ shorthand 
and extensive use of abbreviations. For clarity, most abbreviations contained in the credit reports have been spelled out in the quotations 
used herein, except where the meaning is evident. 1l1e records arc not for publication or reprinting. 
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The village included both a school, located on Smithville Road north of the mansion complex, and a store. The latter was 
located near the old gristmill, which continued to operate throughout the Shreves' ownership of the property. An assortment 
of stmchrrcs designed to support the village population, including a slaughterhouse and smokehouse, were situated in the 
vicinity of the store and gristmill. 

South of the creek, two industrial complexes sprawled across the landscape. An office was located near the road in the 
northern complex, which .included two, four-story brick factory buildings and an attached stmcture containing the engines and 
boilers, as well as a turning mill, sawmill, and blacksmith shop. Farther south was the calico printing complex. This, too, was 
a multi-component complex with a bleach and wash house, printing rooms, and two dry houses among the primary features. 

The 1856 public sale attracted no buyers, and the following year Jonathan Shreve passed away. With both brothers dead, the 
property went into foreclosure, and in 1858 it was offered at a sheriff's sale. A contempora1y newspaper editorial condemning 
American trade policy reported on the decline of manufachrring at Shreveville: 

There is to be an immense sale of property by the Sheriff of Burlington Co., N-J .... All the extensive mills, 
factories, printworks, and the whole village of Shreveville ... are to be sold under foreclosure. There is an 
elegant mansion and twenty dwelling-houses, beside the water-power of the Rancocas, and in fact a group of 
improvements on which an immense amount of money has been expended ... But though for many years [the 
owners] have mam1fach1red about the best article of spool cotton ever made in this country, yet they had to 
struggle on under all the disadvantages of competition with British capitalists, who, under the benign 
influence of free trade, drove our own manufachrrern to the wall. The once flourishing village around these 
extensive works became silent and idle under the crushing blight, and now, when manufacmring in so many 
other places is stagnant, it is absolutely desolate (N cw York Daily Tribune, 29 September 1858). 

Bet:1jamin Shreve, the brother of Samuel and Jonathan, purchased Shreveville at the sheriff's sale in 1858. Although the village 
was reportedly abandoned and virhmlly forgotten until after the Civil \'var, there is some indication that the cotton mills may 
have been leased to James Tread, a manufachirer of cotton yarns, around 1860. No additional .information about Tread or the 
business "vas located during the course of research to confirm or deny th.is association. Shreve did continue to lease the 
gristmill at least to 1860; in that year, the 1iimton S/(l/e G(lzette reported that the "grist-mill at Shrcveville ... was destroyed by fire, 
on Thursday night ... The loss is estimated at $6000 to $7000" (Daily State Gazette and Republican [DSG&R] 25 l\.Jay 1860). 
Jacob Claypole and Edward Githens were the millers at the time. The gristmill, which was described as "in nrins" after the 
fire, was apparently rebuilt, as the gristmill was again destroyed by fire in 1863 (Bolger 19806:234; DSG&R 25 May 1860). 

Hezekiah B. Smith, Industrialist & Inventor 
In December 1865, Hezekiah Bradley Smith (1816-1887) purchased the abandoned industrial complex and village at 
Shreveville. A Vermont native, Smith apprenticed as a ca11Jenter and spent a number of years at the family home near 
Bridgewater running a carpentry shop before moving to Manchester, New Hampshire in 1846. I-le took with him his new 
bride, Eveline. The Smiths' first child, Ella, was born in the same year, but an outbreak of Scarlet Fever in Manchester in 1847 
led Eveline to take their child and return to her parents' home in Vetmont. The Smiths would have three more children over 
the next seven years but maintained separate residences throughout their maniage. 

In Manchester, Smith acquired experience in a machine shop, founding his own business in 1847. He set about designing 
woodwoi'king machinery, acquiring his first patent in 1849. His innovations included the use of iron for the entire machine, 
which resulted in a more stable design than the wood-frame machines that had preceded them (Vintage Machinery 2014). 
After setting up shop for a time in Boston to sell his patented machinery, Smith moved in 1851 to Lowell, Massachusetts, 
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where he continued to work on new designs. He applied for and received nine additional patents for woodworking machinery 

between 1854 and 1866 (Vintage Machinery 2014). 

When he purchased the abandoned village of Shreveville in 1865, Smith intended to relocate his business from Lowell. The 

appeal of the Burlington County site stemmed from its proximity to the markets of Philadelphia and New York, which had 

been made more accessible by the completion of a rail line through the area in 1861. But the impetus for the move came in 

large part from his desire to remove himself further from his wife and children in Vermont. This latter rationale provided one 

of the more colorful aspects of Smith's story, as he brought with him to New Jersey his second wife, Agnes Gilkerson, whom 

he had married without benefit of a divorce from the first l\Irs. Smith. 

Agnes Gilkerson Smith 
Gilkerson was a rnillhand working in Lowell when she met H.B. Smith. Born in Barnet, V errnont, in 1838, Gilkerson was 

among the thousands of young women who migrated from their family farms to work in the textile factories of Lowell during 

the early to mid-nineteenth century. Lowell's appeal to unmarried farm girls stemmed from the opportunity to gain 

independence from their families through work in the mills, earning their own income and experiencing the amenities of urban 

life. They typically migrated to Lowell as part of larger kinship networks, and most reh1rned home within a few years (Dublin 

1979:40-41). 

Although the identity of the women forming Gilkerson's kinship network is unknown, she reportedly met Smith through 

nmhial acquaintances soon after arriving in Lowell at age 16. After a brief stint working in the mills, Gilkerson went to work 

for Smith as a secretary in his machine shop, her responsibilities including the preparation of advertisements and mailings to 

customers. \'(!ithin a few years, she had reh1rned to school in Lowell, likely with Smith's financial backing. • 

Upon graduation in 1858, Gilkerson moved to Philadelphia to attend the Penn Medical University. The University had been 

founded five years earlier by Dr. Joseph S. Longshore with the support of Lucretia Mott, Horace Mann, and other prominent 

social reformers. Unlike many medical schools of its era, the University accepted both male and female students (Haller 

2005:140-141). Gilkerson stayed with John P. Kelley, who ran Smith's Philadelphia office, while in school. She graduated in 

1861 with a Doctor of Medicine degree, majoring in Chemisuy 

Gilkerson returned to Lowell after graduation. She and Smith shared an apartment, and she practiced medicine while he ran 

his machine shop. The 1865 Massachusetts census recorded their household as comprised of an unmarried 48-year-old 

machinist and a single 26-year-old housekeeper (l'vfassachusctts State Census 1865). The enti-y is noteworthy, as Smith still had 

a wife and four children in Vermont. It is unclear why Gilkerson's occupation was reported as a housekeeper rather than 

doctor, although it may have been an effort to conceal the inappropriate relationship. 

Industry and Invention at Smithville 
\'\'hen H.B. Smith and Agnes Gilkerson arrived in New Jersey in 1865, they presented themselves as a married couple. The 

village of Shreveville had been abandoned for nearly a decade when the Smiths acquired the property; not surprisingly, its 

factories, houses, and related buildings were in a deteriorated condition. Changing the name to Smithville, they set out to 

convert the old cotton mills to produce Smith's woodworking machinery. The Smiths and many of their workers resided in 

the mansion house while the factory buildings were rehabilitated for their new use and the water works were renovated. The 

latter included an expansion of the mill pond, resulting in the inundation of the lower part of the Shreves' factory complex. 
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In 188·1, Philadelphia mapmaker Ernest Hexamer completed a survey of the factory complex. The surver (attached) provides 
a detailed illustration of the complex as it appeared more than 15 years after the Smiths> purchase. The largest buildings were 
the two, three-story machine shops at the western edge of the site. These were adaptations of brick factoty buildings from the 
Shreve period. The office at the north end of the complex had been expanded considerably by 1881, and new constn1ction 
along the eastern part of the site included an irnn foundrr and moulding room, as well as numerous strnch1res for storing and 
cleaning castings. Additional store rooms were located south of the machine shops, and 011e-st01y lumber sheds were sihiated 
at the far southern end of the site and east of the Rancocas Creek. 

A newspaper account published around the same time desCi'ibed the industrial plant: 

[Smith's] establishment consists of a four-story machine shop, with facilities to employ upwards of 150 men; 
a very large pattern shop, to accommodate 20 or 30 hands; a foundry for 40 or 50 more, and a blacksmith 
shop with five fires, with two men to each, and the building with offices, post office, and newspaper office, 
the whole forming a square of 200 feet, with a courtyard in the middle. There are at present about 125 men 
employees in the works (quoted in Bolger 1980b:137). 

Smith's woodworking machinery remained in high demand in the decades following the business's relocation from Lowell to 
Smithville. The earliest R.G. Dun & Company credit report for the Burlington County plant, dated August 1868, indicates that 
Smith "owns considerable real estate, credit good, doing large business" (RGD&Co 1868:201). Four years later, the report 
noted that Smith "is making money fast and said to be worth at least Sl00,000" (RGD&Co 1872:201). Br 1877, his personal 
wealth was about $300,000; in today's dollars, $6,890,000 (lvleasming Worth 2014). 

In the first few years at Sm.itlwille, Smith's efforts focused on producing the machinei-y for which he already held patents 
rather than inventing new machinei-y. By the early 1870s, however, his attention had retumed to developing new ideas for 
woodworking machinery, In "1871, Smith exhibited si..-x woodworking machines at the American Institute of the City of New 
York, receiving a first premium, second premium, and four honorable mentions (American Instih1te 1871:44-45). He also 
exhibited at the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876. Smith received his first patent at Smithville in 1873, and 
numerous new patents were awarded in the decades that followed (Barth 2013:176-177; Vintage Machinery 2014). Although 
early patents bear H.B. Smith's name, later improvements were credited to Smith's staff, including John Saltar, Jr., Joseph J. 
White, \\"1illiam S. Kelley, and James L. Perry. 

This collected group of .individuals formed a sort of "invention factmy" in Smithville from circa 1875 to 1910. During that 
period, more than 20 patents were awarded to Smith and his staff. Although certainly not comparable in size, scale or 
influence with the invention factmy of Thomas Edison at :tvienlo Park, Smith's innovations nevertheless place him within a 
class of "independent inventors" who "customarily worked with a few assistants, mostly craftsmen, and in small laboratories 
or workshops that they designed and owned" (Hughes 1989:21). These inventors were also entrepreneurs, establishing 
companies to produce and market their inventions (Hughes 1989:22). Contemporaty New Jersey inventors whose careers 
mirrored that of H.B. Smith included Oberlin Smith of Bridgeton, whose company Ferracute manufachued presses and dies 
(Cox and IVIalim 1985). 

John Saltar, Jr., was among the first engineers that Smith brought to work in Smithville. Born in Illinois, Saltar earned his civil 
engineering degree from Rensselaer Polytechnic Instih1te in 1867. He came to Smithville in 1874 as a designing engineer and 
remained for five years. During that time, he collaborated with Smith on a design for a rod and dowel lathe (Patent No. 
189,510) and received a patent for an "improvement in loose pulleys" (Patent No. 202,667). Saltat later reh1rned to the 
:Midwest, where he wotked to develop the gas engine (Powell ct al. 1906:793-794; Vintage Machi.net)' 2014). 
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Perhaps the most prolific of Smith's assistants during his lifetime was Joseph J- \v'hite. A Burlington County native, \';thite is 

best known as a cranben-y grower associated with \Vhitesbog, New Jersey. His interest in mechanical engineering led him to 

Smithville in 1875, where he earned seven patents for diverse inventions. These included a chain making machine, belt 

shifting pulley, and two hoists. White became a general manager of the plant in 1878 and was an officer in the H.B. Smith 

Machine Company after its incorporation in 1878 (Vintage Machinery 2014; \'Vhitesbog Preservation Trnst 2014). 

Another noteworthy associate of Smith's was \X1illiam S. Kelley, who became vice-president of the company after its 

incorporation and was largely responsible for the firm's day-to•day operations. Kelley came to Smithville with experience in 

the manufacturing of woodworking machinery, having worked for a competitor, the J .A. Fay Company of Cincinnati. Despite 

his background, however, Kelley's six patents for the H.B. Smith r-.fachine Company were all related to the bicycle (Vintage 

Machinery 2014). The company expanded its production into new arenas following its incorporation in 1878, and the "Star'' 

bicycle was among its first and most important new products. Designed by George \X1. Pressey of Hammonton, the Star 

feah1red a smaller wheel in front of rather than behind the larger one, thus lending the structure greater stability. The bicycle 

also employed a treadle drive mechanism in lieu of a crank drive. The product was a successful one for the company and led 

to further research and development into bicycle transportation, including a steam-powered bicycle and a kerosene-burning 

tricycle, although the Star was by far the most successful product. 

Although the Star bicycle met with success, woodworking machinery remained central to the company's production and 

development efforts. In 1883, the H.B. Smith Machine Company was reportedly the "most extensive manufactory of wood

working machinery in the United States" (Woodward 1883:313). Even after Smith's death in 1887, the company continued to 

attract innovative mechanics and engineers. James Lyman Perty was one such inventor. In 1877, Perry had received his first 

patent for a drum sander, and he operated several companies of his own before arriving in Smithville in 1898. There, he was 

granted a patent for the first endless-bed triple drum sander, a product that would become a mainstay for the H.B. Smith 

Machine Company (Vintage Mach111c11' 2014; Wood Craft 1911:88). 

Building a Model Industrial Village 
Smith's ability to attract and keep skilled, inventive mechanics and engineers in his employ was due in part to the model 

industrial community he created at Smithville. His vision was shared by his wife Agnes, and together they built a self-sufficient 

village that provided not only quality housing but also social, leisure, and recreational activities for employees and their 

families. As described by Bolger: "[Smithville] was neither a utopian experiment nor an exploit~tive 'company town.' It was 

based on rather sin1ple nondogmatic principles of the proprietor's responsibility and fairness t~,;ard his employees" (Bolger 

1980a:77). 

No plans outlining the Smiths' vision for the village survive, if in fact any ever existed. The couple's years of residence 111 

Lowell undoubtedly influenced their vision, however. The companies that developed Lowell provided extensive housing, both 

in the form of boardinghouses for s111gle workers and houses for married operatives (Dublin 1979:75). Although the Smiths 

were resident 111 Lowell dur111g a period of transition in the city's industrial histoi-y, when immigrant labor began to replace 

native workers in the textile factories, the early company housing system was still prevalent (Dublin 1979:6-7). Of course, 

Lowell was hardly the lone example of a paternalistic company town, as evinced in the existing village of Shreveville; however, 

it likely served as a primary influence on the Smiths, given their firsthand experience residing in the town. 

After spending the first few years establishing the business, the Smiths began to work on the infrastructure of the community 

itself. The brick houses from the Shreve period were retained, and construction of 10 new frame houses on Park Avenue 

fronting the creek began in 1869. Most of the two-story residences were duplexes, with either five or nine rooms each. 

Mechanics House, a four-sto1y, mixed-use building containing retail spaces on the first floor and about 30 rooms for boarders 
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in the upper floors, was also constrncted at this time. By 1870, the existing village housing could accommodate about 250 

people. 

Several community buildings were also erected around this time. At the northeast corner of the mansion grounds, a brick 

schoolhouse was built for village children, replacing the earlier school built by the Shreves. According to Bolger, it was "the 

first major public meeting house in the village and was most notably used by the Smithville Lyceum" (Bolger 19806:113). The 

Lyceum was a popular social organization that feah1red debates as well as other educational programs and entertainment. A 

gazebo in the park by the creek provided another entertainment venue during the 1870s, playing host to summer concerts by 

the village's 20-piecc brass band. In 1875, an addition to l\frchanics House was completed to provide the band an indoor 

auditorium. The Opera House offered a variety of shows and concerts for employees. 

Also during this period, a Methodist church was built south of the millpond. The first 1·v[ethodist meetings had been held in 

the old Shreveville schoolhouse in 1837, but the congregation struggled with the demise of the Shreves' cotton mills and 

subsequent loss of the village population. The church experienced a revival with the opening of Smith's machine works, 

however, and in 1877 the existing building was erected. 1\lthough the Smiths' involvement is undocumented, it seems likely 

that they contributed toward its construction (\'X/oodward 1883:315). 

Another major component of the Smiths' vision for Smithville was a farm to provide essential foodsh1ffs to the community. 

During the 1870s, Smith acquired some 300 acres of property around the village and incorporated it into a single farming 

operation. The farm was one of the largest in Burlington County and produced a variety of meats, vegetables, and da11y 

products for use in the village. In 1878, Smith began construction of "workers' quarters, a three~story grain house, equipment 

sheds, a 400-foot frame barn, a large brick stable, a three-story brick grain mill, and an observation tower" across the street 

from the mansion (Bolger 19806:140). The design of the struchires was unusual: the walls were constructed of brick, and iron 

posts supported the roofs, which were assembled from 3-foot wide cast iron plates. 

A contemporary view of the farm and village is shown in the accompanying figure. A reporter for the TmeAme1im11 described 

Smithville in 1877: 

lThe Smiths1 private residence, which is near the works, is a commodious and handsomely-furnished house, 

lighted by gas made on the place, ·with a billiard and card room, with grounds enclosed with a six-foot brick 

wall, marbleized in and out, and topped with gilded spears ... rvfr. Smith owns a farm of about 450 acres, most 

of which is highly cultivated, and employs six farmers, each occupying a separate house .. , [I]here are on and 

about the place, 50 other houses which are occupied by i'vlr. Smith's employees at a moderate rent There is 

also a large boarding hall ... which has two large halls, one 60 feet square ... used as a theatre or ball room; the 

other ... occupied by a brass band of 20 pieces, to rehearse in, also for general entertainments. 

[rvlr. Smith) is, indeed, owning lands as he does, all around him, to the area of about a mile, including the 

Smithville depot, post office and lvlcthodist chapel, 'mas/er of all he s1m1~1s,' and what may be termed one of the 

wealthiest men in the State (quoted in Bolger 19806:137-38). 
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Great factories, whose red brick walls are dark with the smoke from the furnaces which glow within, winding 
roadways which lead past the homes of the operatives, a tortuous creek, reflecting from its calm, dear surface 
the stately, solemn pines on the b~nks, the great mansion of the owner of the town situated like a feudal 
castle with its clustering dependencies - such is Smithville in this year of grace, '87 (Soames 1887). 

Labor at Smithville 
The Smiths' vision of a model industrial town extended beyond the physical environment, however, and company employees 
benefited from the Smiths' progressive labor practices. The company offered a 64-hour work week, which was good for its 
time, and the factories were closed after 5:00 p.m. and on Sundays, providing family time for workers. \'(/ages were 
competitive, and housing, food, and other necessities were offered at cost to employees. Furthermore, the company employed 
no women or children under the age of 14. 

H.B. Smith considered himself part of the brotherhood of mechanics who worked in his factories and lived in his village. He 
spoke with eloquence of the importance of these workers to the progress of America: 

Now what has the mechanic done? \Ve can scarcely turn our eyes without seeing something that he has done 
for the benefit of mankind, but when we stop and look at his great inventions, the telegraph, the steam 
engine, the sewing machine, the reaping and mowing machines, the telescope, the microscope, the printing 
press, wood working mach.ineq ... and the thousand and one productions of his fertile brain, it seems to me 
fellow mechanics, that we have no call to feel inferior to professional men (quoted in Bolger 1980b:129). 

An extension of the value Smith placed on the mechanics' trade was an apprenticeship program in the factories, which 
provided educatlon and opportunity to youth within the community and beyond. Although skilled craftsmen like machinists 
had long utilized apprenticeships to pass along their knowledge, the industrial revolution had changed the system from one of 
unpaid servitude to a single master to one of low-wage compensation for training in a factory. Nevertheless, the machinist 
apprenticeships were highly sought after, as the training ensured work in a field with high demand (Rorabaugh 1986:140-141). 

Federal census records provide a window into the apprenticeship program at Smithville. In the 1870 census, 16 male residents 
reported their occupation as "apprentice to machinist." :tlfost were 16 to 20 years old, although the group included individuals 
as young as 14 and as old as 25. 'I11e apprentices were overwhelmingly native-born, with over half from New Jersey and only 
three born overseas. None were the children of company employees, however. This fact, surprising at first glance, can be 
explained by the youthful makeup of the village population at the time. In "1870, the average age of men in occupations clearly 
associated with the machine works (e.g. "machinist," "moulder in iron foundry") was 29.6 years old; only 5 of the men were 
over the age of 40 and therefore likely to be the parent of a teenager. The company's oldest resident machinist, 54-year-old 
Aaron N. \Vhitney, had 2 sons employed in the factmy, suggesting that the children of employees were welcomed into the 
company when they came of age (United States Bureau of the Census [US Census] 1870)- The data in the 1880 census 
supports this theoi-y, as a number of households reported both fathers and sons employed in the works (US Census 1880). 

Interestingly, none of the young men who reported their occupation as "apprentice" in the 1870 census were living in 
Smithville a decade later. After completing their training, they had all moved on to jobs elsewhere by 1880. Nevertheless, the 
training of young men as machinists continued at Smithville, at least through H.B. Smith's lifetime. '!be extent of the program 
is more difficult to quantify in later years because census data does not include the designation "apprentice" for occupations; 
however, an analysis of the data from 1880 indicates that 33 young men between the ages of 15 and 20 - i.e., the same age as 
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those designated as "apprentice" in the earlier census - were then employed in the factory as machinists, molders, and other 
similar occupations. Nearly twice as many men age 21 and older were employed at the same time, with an average age of 32.3 
years. The total number of men over the age of 40 had increased substantially by l880, to 13 (US Census 1880). 

This data is consistent with that contained in the 1884 report of the New Jersey Bureau of Statistics of Labor and Industries. 
The report provides a glimpse into the Smithville labor force at the time, which numbered 268 workers, only 8 of whom were 
women. Machinists were by far the largest group, with 140 men thus employed, compared to 40 core makers and moulders. 
\v'eekly wages for both groups ranged from $12 to $15 per week. Both groups also employed apprentices: 20 were 
machinists, and 10 were moulders. Smith's apprenticeship program was among the largest in the state in any industry, 
comprising more than 11 % of the company's workforce (New Jersey Bureau of Statistics of Labor and Industries 1885). 

Smith's confidence in his employees was evident in the incmporation of the H.B. Smith l\fachine Company in 1878. Smith 
remained the primary stockholder and controlled most aspects of the business during his lifetime, but he divested stock to 
company men like Joseph J. \':thite and William S. Kelley, both inventors at Smithville; Bradford W. Storey, longtime employee 
and shop superintendent; Charles Chickering, company sectetary; and George A. Lippincott, the head master mechanic. The 
promotion of these men to shareholders demonstrated Smith's belief in their abilities to manage the business after his death. 

Perhaps the clearest indication of the Smiths' interest in and commitment to their skilled workers was contained in H.B.'s will. 
Prior to her death from cancer in 1881, Agnes encouraged H.B. to leave his estate for the bettetment of future generations. 
Both H.B. and Agnes had been inspired by the work of .Alexander Stephens, who shared his interest in educating young men 
during a visit to Smithville in 1879. \,1ith that in mind, H.B. determined to establish a school for young mechanics, combining 
a classroom and machine shop education, on his estate after his death. This decision fit with a national trend during the late 
nineteenth century of replacing apprenticeship programs with formal schooling Oacoby 1991:892-893) . .Although his vision 
was never realized, it serves as further proof of the Smiths' interest in creating an ideal workers' community. 

Agnes Smith, Doctor and Editor 
By all accounts, Agnes Smith wielded significant influence over her much older husband. Excerpts from ,vitncss testimony 
during the litigation of H.B.'s estate following his death attest to the beauty, intelligence, and social graces of the second 1vlrs. 
Smith: 

One witness describes her as she appeared to him in 1878, in this language: "She was one of the most elegant 
entertainets and the finest hostess I have ever met in my life; a lady of great ability; a fine conversationalist; a 
well disposed looking lady; as fascinating a woman as I almost ever came in contact with." And another 
witness says: "She was a woman I would consider decidedly intellectual above the average, very brilliant in 
conversation, quite spicy, and altogether a very fine looking and fascinating lady" (Atlantic Reporter 1893:13). 

Undoubtedly, her life experience and education set her apart, from other women of her era and particularly from the other 
women who occupied Smithville village. It is unknown to what extent she practiced medicine; census records did not report 
her occupation as doctor but as "keeping house" (US Census 1870, 1880). 1ne absence of other doctors in the community 
suggests the strong likelihood that she tended to the ill and injured in Smithville. She also put her expertise in chemistry to use 
in developing medicinal products, including "Madam Smith's Celebrated Hair Restorer and Beautifier." These products 
reportedly provided her with a considerable income. 

Always opinionated, Agnes Smith attended meetings of the Smithville Lyceum with her husband and contributed to the New 

]em!)' Mecham~~ a weekly journal published in Smithville beginning in 1870. The paper offered news and information of interest 
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to woodworkers both in the village and across the nation. Agnes was actively involved in the publication, writing articles on 
topics ranging from contemporary labor issues to medical advice for women. The Smiths initially hired an editor to publish 
the paper, but he was replaced by Agnes in July 1872 after the two dashed regarding labor issues. Although female journalists, 
and even editors, were not unknown in postbellum America, they were certainly uncommon. Agnes's work was appreciated 
by at least one contemporaty publication, The Ala111!fact11rer a11d Bui/de,; which noted that the Alechanic was ''devoted to 
mechanics, science, and general literature, and is vety ably edited by lvlrs. A.M. Smith. It is a highly useful publication, and 
contains a great variety of instructive matter" (fhe Manufacturer and Builder 1879). 

H.B. Smith, Politician 
The late 1870s were a time of peace and prosperity for the Smiths. The company continued to thrive despite a nationwide 
economic downturn, and in 1874, Smith was reportedly "doing a large and flourishing business" (RGD&Co 1874:201). \Vith 
the village development nearing completion, Agnes focused her energies on medicinal products and the New Jemy Mechani,; 
while H.B. centered his activities on the business and his political aspirations. In 1876, he made his first bid for public office, 
as the Democratic candidate for United States Congress. He fell 530 votes short in the election but ran again two years later as 
the candidate of both the Democratic and Greenback parties, th.is time with success. The celebration was short-lived, 
however, as stories of Smith's two marriages emerged in the press in the weeks that followed. The scandal attracted national, 
and even international, attention. Smith's reaction was complete denial of ever having been married to his first wife Eveline, 
and the furor eventually blew over. The Smiths moved to \Vashington in ·t 879. 

Smith served only one te11:n in Congress, losing his reelection bid in 1880. His brief tenure was unremarkable, although "he 
·was true to his goal of being a representative who addressed those issues for which experience had qualified him and who 
remained above any improper influence" (Bolger 1980b:146). One of those "issues for which experience had qualified him" 
was protecting the interests of American inventors. In 1880, he advocated on the House floor for appropriations to publish 
U.S. Patent Office records. According to Smith: 

By this mean policy of obliging inventors to grope in the dark the country perhaps loses both inventions and 
inventors. \'\That our inventors want and should have is a condensed description of every patent ever issued. 
There should be enough of these published to allow every inventor to have access to them (quoted in Bolger 
l980b:148). 

In 1882, Smith would again find himself candidate for public office, this time, the New Jersey Senate. He served one term but 
did not tun for reelection. 

'I11e H.B. Smith Company and the Star Bicycle 
As noted previously, the H.B. Smith Machine Company diversified production after its incorporation in 1878, with the Star 
bicycle its most important new product. The 1870s and 1880s were the heyday of the high-wheel bicycle, or "ordinary," in 
America. The ordinat}' was popular with wealthy young men, who formed clubs and raced their bicycles; its high-wheel design 
virtually prohibited its use by unathletic men and by women constrained by contemporary dress codes. Riding the ordinary 
carried with it an clement of danger, as accidents typically resulted in a headfirst fall over the front wheel (Wilson 2004:17-22). 

The design of the Star bicycle attempted to address the issue of headfirst accidents by moving the small wheel in front and 
giving it the steering function. The Star also differed from the ordinaty in its use of a treadle drive mechanism rather than a 
crank drive (\'\filson 2004:22). The bicycle was invented by George Pressey of Himmonton, who first demonstrated his 
prototype to representatives of the H.B. Smith 1vfachinc Company at Smithville in 1880. The same year, the parties contracted 
to a manufacturing agreement, and Pressey moved to Smithville to refii1e the bicycle's design for production. 
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Pressey completed his design in 1881, but he frequently clashed with the company over subsequent modifications and 
improvements as it moved into production. His original design met with limited success; however, a modified version 
developed by \'(filliam Kelley, patented in 1885, was a great improvement over the original and achieved popularity among 
riders (Hadland and Lessing 2014:34). During the 12-month period beginning in September 1882, the company produced 38 
Star bicycles; the number increased to 237 over the following year (Gabriele 2011:34-35). Pressey would later sue the H.B. 
Smith l\fachine Company for royalties on the Star bicycle (New York Times 4 June 1887). 

The H.B. Smith Machine Company continued to experiment with the designs during the late nineteenth century in an effort to 
address the safety issues of contemporary bicycles. One approach tried by many manufacturers, including Smith, was adding a 
third wheel to improve stability. This had the added advantage of making the vehicle accessible to women and less athletic 
men (Wilson 2004:20-21). In 1887 and 1888, the H.B. Smith Machine Company offered tricycles in their product line. A 
Smith tricycle, as well as a Star and a Pony Star (a smaller version of the Star), are preserved in the Smithsonian Institution's 
National Museum of American History in \'{Tashington (Smithsonian Institution 2014). 

Bolger indicates that the decline of the Star bicycle's popularity began around 1886 due in large part to the emergence of the 
modern safety bicycle. Kelley worked on a safety bicycle design, which was produced by the company, but never with the 
success of the Star. Nevertheless, nL'wspaper and joumal advertisements and notices suggest that bicycle development and 
production continued at least through the 1890s. A notice published in The !nm Age in December 1892 indicated that the 
company: 

make[s] onl)' high-grade wheels and sell[s] them largely through agencies, while at the same time they have 
direct trade with riders who have machines made to 01·der, sometimes embodying little conveniences of their 
own. Their line of wheels for 1893 include tl1e Rover Star with hollow frame and pneumatic tire, the new 
Diamond Frame Lever Safety, in two styles, the Special Pony Star, and the Lady's Lever Bicycle with cushion 
tires (The bv11 Age 1892). 

The H.B. Smith Machine Company also manufactured bicycles for other designers. In 1897, it began production of chainless 
bicycles for the Howard Chainless Cycle Company of Newark. Inco1porated two years earlier, the Howard company's 
Newark plant reportedly could not meet the demand for its products (l'renton Evening Times, 30 December 1897). The 
Smith company continued to produce Howard chainless bikes through at least Febrnary 1898 (The Age q/Steel1898b). 

During the same period, the company continued to manufacture woodworking machinery, but its creative energies were 
focused on vehicles: bicycles, tricycles, and even a flying machine. Perhaps of greatest interest was a steam-powered tricycle. 
H.B. Smith was directly involved in its development, which began in 1886, although it is not clear how much of the design was 
his own. The patent for the vehicle was not awarded until after H.B.'s death in 1887, however, and it was never manufactured 
by the company. A reporter for the Trenton Evening Times described the H.B. Smith Machine Company during this period: 

Smithville and bicycle have come to be synonymous terms. Herc in the great factories are made the "Star" 
pattern of "machine," those steel horses, which with their riders will spin o'er beaten highways, cut their 
course through sandy roads, or drive their impetuous advance along stony streets .... [YJour correspondent 
"toured" the establishment. In one shop were the great steel rims; there the long strands of mbber for tires. 
At benches sat men who fastened spokes into the hub, whilst others made the com.plicated axles. There 
were, too, the great polishing machines and a room where electro-plating with dynamos was done. Then, 
again, in another portion of the works wood-planing machines and apparatus for casting iron and queer 
inventions for locomotion were to be seen. Altogether Smithville is a machinists' paradise (Soames 1887). 
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\'\'11ile the Star bicycle was still in its earliest stage of development, Agnes Smith died of cancer in January 1881 at the age of 
42. H.B., then 64 years old and near the end of his first and only term in Congress, was devastated by her death. The loss of 
Agnes's influence and the changing production focus of the company played out upon the landscape of Smithville in the years 
that followed. The farmland, which had been operated b)' the company from the time of its acquisition, was now leased to 
individual farmers, and the gristmill on the property was closed. As interpreted by Bolger, these acts indicated "the 
abandonment of the full industrial-agricultural plan that had been developed" to that point in the village (Bolger 19806:156). 
Other changes included the installation of a billiards room and tobacco shop in Mechanics Hall in a meeting room formerly 
used by various community improvement organizations. 

Smith also embarked on a period of construction at the mansion after Agnes's death. Beginning in 1881, he oversaw 
construction of additions bet\Veen the old ice house/ root cellar building and the barn on the northern limit of the property. 
These additions included a new billiard building with vaulted ceiling, bar, card room, and bowling alley. Often referred to as 
the casino or political annex, the rooms were used by Smith to entertain his political allies. During this period he also 
assembled a zoo on his property and built a conservatoty on the southern s·ide of the gardener's house. As with the 
construction at the fatm complex, Smith designed the additions himself, and the construction incorporated 12-inch thick brick 
walls and iron roofing components. 

In 1883, the village remained a model company town: 

[T]he Smithville of to-day knows only peace and prosperity. Its population sober, law-abiding, and 
industrious, it has its numerous, most comfortable, and attractive homes. Its extensive boarding-house, its 
store, its public hall, its library and reading-room, its fine building and grading school, and its one church 
edifice (tviethodist), all is the outgrowth of its large manufacturing interests, giving proof, too, of vast energy 
with its crown of success (Woodward 1883:313). 

Shortly after, Smith completed the last of his construction projects in the Smithville. In 1886, he oversaw constniction of new 
housing in the lower part of the village, south of the creek along Forest Avenue. The dwellings were two-and-one-half-story, 
frame double houses, traditional in design. The zoo area was also extended around this time. 

Smithville under the H.B. Smith Machine Company 
H.B. Smith died at home in 1887. In his will, Smith left his estate in t:tust "to be used in establishing and constructing a school 
for apprentices and young mechanics." Smith's first wife and children contested the will, however, miring his estate in the 
court system for a decade. In the meantime, a board of trustees continued to operate the H.B. Smith Machine Company and 
manage the village property. 

It was during this era that the Mount Holly and Smithville Big,cle Railway Company constructed a bicycle railway to link 
Smithville with Mount Holly, where a growing numbet of the Smith Machine Company's employees lived. Invented by 
Arthur E. Hotchkiss, the bicycle railway was conceived to transpott riders at speeds up to 18 miles pet hour. The railway had 
an upper rail, upon which the rider sat between two wheels, and a lower rail, where a third wheel provided balance. The 
bicycle was propelled forward by the rider pumping the pedals up and down, rathet than in a rotary motion. Both one- and 
two-seat models were developed. Novel in concept, the railway had practical limitations that ultimately led to its demise: 
riders traveling at different speeds could not easily be accommodated, and a second rail was needed to permit transportation in 
both directions. The railway opened in 1892 and operated until 1898. Although bicycle railways were also constructed in 
Atlantic City, Ocean City, and Gloucester, these were intended for entertainment rather than transportation bet\veen two 
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points. Similarly, two circular tracks were built at the Pleasure Beach amusement park in Great Yannouth, England, in 1895; 
these were the longest-lived of the railways, operating until 1909 (EDP24 2009). 

The compan}"s focus turned back toward its roots around the turn of the twentieth century as the enthusiasm for bicycle 
production waned. It exhibited woodworking machinery at the 1893 \Vorld's Columbian Exposition in Chicago along with its 
bicycles and its bicycle railway, including a variation in which the bicycle hung beneath the rail. A notice in The Age of Steel in 
1898 indicated that this "venerable and important concern" was in the process of "remodeling its entire line of already 
standard tools" (The Age of Steel 1898a:24). 

Captain Elton A Smith 
In 1897, the battle over H.B. Smith's will, between the trustees charged with founding a school for mechanics and Smith's first 
wife and children, was finally settled in favor of the family. His eldest son, Captain Elton A Smith, settled with the other 
living heirs, assuming complete ownership of the estate. Born in 1848 in Vermont, Elton had worked for his fatl1er in his 
youth, first in Lowell and, later, in Smithville. His presence had been an unwelcome reminder to Agnes of H.B.'s first wife and 
children, however, and he was soon sent away. He settled in Savannah, Georgia, where he amassed a fortune of his own as 
part-owner of a stevedore business. Thus, Elton A. Smith was already a successful and experienced businessman when he 
assumed his father's role as the controlling shareholder in the H.B. Smith Machine Company. At the time, his holdings 
included homes in Woodstock, Vermont, and Savannah, Georgia; his stevedore business; one of the largest dairy farms in 
V crmont; and a rice plantation in Georgia. 

By ·1900, Smith and his family had relocated to Smithville, where they occupied the mansion. Captain Smith made 
.improvements to the factory and rnachineq,, and annual production increased. According to his obituary: 

Captain Smith ... soon became the ruling spirit of the H.B. Smith lvfachine Co., infusing his energy into evet)' 
department of the works. He immediately adopted the most advanced and progressive methods of 
manufacture, added greater skill to his force of experien-ced inventors and draughtsmen, increased his sales 
force, established branch stores and agencies, and by the vei-y strength of his vigorous character forced 
greater results out of the enterprise (Ihe St. Louis Lumberman l 917). 

State industrial directories published during the early twentieth century indicate that the village population fluctuated during 
Elton Smith's era, from a high of 600 in 1906 to less than half that number in 1915 (New Jersey Bureau of Statistics [NJBSJ 
1901, 1906, 1909, 1912, 1915). Employment also fluchmted. In 1901, the company had 270 employees, but by 1906 the 
number had dropped to 175 men (NJBS 1901, 1906). A substantial increase followed, however, witl1 the company reportedly 
employing 300 people in 1909 and 1912 (NJBS 1909, 1912). By 1915, the number of employees had dropped by more than 
half (NJBS ·1915). 

For the first time in nearly a decade, new patents were issued to inventors working for the H.B. Smith Machine Company 
under Captain Smith's leadership. James L. Perry, an inventor who had started several companies of his own prior to coming 
to Smithville, received two patents related to sandpapering machines in 1900. And the following year, \Villi.am 0. Vivarttas 
received three different patents related to woodworking machinei-y (Vintage Machinery 2014). Both Peny and Vivarttas were 
resident in the boarding house in Smithville in 1900 (US Census 1900). 

Although Smith actively worked to improve the company's business, he made virhmlly no changes in the village, instead 
maintaining the property as designed and built by his father. He did, however, purchase additional agricultural land and 
establish a dairy fa1m on the existing fam1 property. During his ownership, two public construction projects occurred in 
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Smithville village. The first was a new school built by Eastampton Township to replace the brick building constmcted by H.B. 

Smith, which "was used until the State condemned it because of inadequate lighting and ventilating facilities" (Burlington 

County Supe1visors' Association 1943:71). Located just south of the millpond, near the houses on Forest .Avenue, the two

room, frame schoolhouse was reportedly under constn1Ction in 1906 (NJBS 1906). The building was later enlarged to include 

a third classroom, c.1925 (New Jersey Department of Pliblic Instruction 1923, 1928). In 1940, it was remodeled and the 

clapboard siding covered in brick veneer (Burlington County Supervisors' Association 1943:71-72). 

The second construction project in the village was initiated by Burlington County. Prior to 1914, the bridge canying 

Smithville Road over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek was a wooden structure with stone abutments. In March of that 

year, the Board of Freeholders approved an advertisement for bids for a concrete structure in Smithville (Mount Holly Herald 

1_1\IHHJ 7 March 1914). Two months later, the contract was awarded to the F.R. Long-\V.G. Broadhurst Company of 

Hackensack (1H-IH 9 1fay 1914). The company and its predecessor, the F.R. Long Company, built numerous steel and 

concrete bridges in New Jersey during the early twentieth centtuy. The Smithville Road Bridge was noteworthy due to its use 

of precast reinforced concrete piles driven for use in the substructure of the bridge piers. It is the earliest example of this type 

of construction in the state (A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates 1994: 03£440). In 1919, the county added a concrete retaining 

wall extending along Smithville Road north of the bridge. The bridge was rehabilitated and its concrete members covered with 

gunitc in 1949. 

Smithville Since 1917 
Captain Smith died in February 1917, and controlling interests in the H.B. Smith Machine Company passed to his sons Allen 

and Ede. Neither possessed the management skills nor shared the enthusiasm for the business of their father and grandfather. 

A leadership vacuum was created in the years that followed with the passing of longtime employees like Joseph J. \v'hite in 

1924 and William S. Kelley in 1929, and both the company and the village of Smithville began a steady decline. T11e problems 

were exacerbated by the Great Depression of the 1930s. During the 1930s and early 1940s, the number of company 

employees dropped to around 50, marking a steep decline from the period of Captain Smith's presidency (NJBS 1931, 1938, 

1941). 

During the 1940s and 1950s, the family began selling off farmland and razing many of the notable buildings and stmctures. 

The Mechanics House was removed in 1948, and soon after the brick worker houses on Back Street and five of the dwellings 

on Forest Avenue were removed. Train service to Smithville ended during the early 1950s. In 1962, the mansion was sold, 

although Captain Smith's two surviving children, Verona and Hilda, remained in the village in one of the smaller houses on 

Park Avenue. 111e H.B. Smith Machine Company was disbanded in 1976, and a successor company contiiiucd to operate the 

factories through the 1980s. 

In ·1975, the Burlington County Board of Chosen Freeholders acquired the property for development as the County's first 

park. Soon after, noted preservation architect John M. Dickey prepared research and restoration recommendations for the 

mansion, worker housing, and industrial complex (Dickey 1978[?]). Today, the house is operated as a museum, and a Master 

Plan completed in 2006 guides the preservation and use of the remaining buildings. 

Archaeology 
• Several archaeological surveys have been conducted within the Smithville Histm-ic District (Hartwick 1996; Hunter Research, 

Inc. 2005, 2008, 2011; Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc. 2005). Only one of these, a study prepared in connection with the 

Smithville Dam restoration project in 1996, identified significant archaeological resources. A total of six sites related to early 

industrial activity on the Rancocas Creek, the Shreve cotton mills, and the H.B. Smith Machine Shop, were identified in the 
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archaeological survey. These sites were registered at the New Jersey State lvluseum as Site No. 28-BU-421. Each is summarized 

below. 

SJm"thvi!le Store and 011tbui!di11gs - In the 1830s, the Shreves constructed a store on the north side of the creek, west of the 

worker housing, to serve village residents (see 1856 plan). The two-story, frame building had a gable roof and clapboard siding 

and associated outbuildings. It was retained by H.B. Smith, and a general store operated at this location throughout the period 

of significance. Archaeological investigations identified stn1Ch1ral remains of the Smithville store, including a three-foot high 

mortared stone wall and an interior concrete floor. Struch1ral remains of one outbuilding west of the store were also identified. 

A variety of historic artifacts were found _in a buried surface layer in the area of the outbuilding, including domestic ceramics, 

glass, tobacco pipes, and food bone. The ceramics predated the construction of the store, dating from the late eighteenth 

through the early nineteenth cenhiry (Hartwick 1996:63-64). 

Additionally, a Native American prehistoric occupation site was indicated at the location of the store and outbuildings. 

According to the archaeological survey report: 

by the recovery of lithic debitagc within the buried surface layer and thermally-fractured rock and a bifacc 

from underlying undish1rbed subsoil. The possible presence of intact prehistoric feat11res is also indicated y a 

possible hearth-related, charred ironstone feature within Excavation Unit 1. The black chert biface recovered 

from the subsoil is classified as a Fishtail, indicating a Terminal Archaic through Early \v'oo<lland cultural 

period occupation of this site ( ca. 1000 B.C. - 1 B.C.) (Hartwick l 996:64). 

Cot/011 Fado~y/ iHachine Shop F!J•dropmver Jjstem - The water power system for the Shreves' cotton factory and, later, Smith's 

machine shops was identified through archaeological investigations. The Shreves' four-story brick factory was powered by two 

water wheels. These wheels were later replaced by h1rbincs during Smith's conversion of the property to a machine works. 

Archaeological remains associated with the hydropowcr system included parts of the turbine pit, hcadrace, and tailrace. The 

turbine pit was defined by "several iron I-beams with mortared brick, a cut stone and brick footing, and a possible floor 

uncovered at approximately 6 feet below current ground surface" (Hartwick 1996:64). The hcadrace walls identified in the 

archaeological investigation included two, 5.5-foot high by 2-foot wide walls. The southeastern tailrace wall, which also served 

as the foundation of an extension to the brick machine shop completed in 1897, was partially exposed on the surface. Both the 

headrace and tailrnce walls were constructed of large cut stone blocks, with timber planks and pilings serving as footings at 

approximately 8 feet below ground surface (Hartwick 1996:65). 

i\Ii!! Dams - The original mill dam was constructed in 1781 by Jacob Parker. This early timber dam was rebuilt in 1832 by the 

Shreves to increase the amount of power available to their textile factories. It was later replaced in 1939-1941 by another 

timber dam located about 60 feet upstream of the original location. Archaeological investigations at the site of the former mill 

dams upright timbers visible in the bed of the creek on its southern side. A concrete wall, likely constructed to shore up the 

creek bank when the dam was removed, was also identified at this location. On the northern bank of the creek, the partial 

remains of two timber pilings, each measuring one~foot square, were exposed at approximately 5.5 feet below current ground 

surface. 

11Io1111t Ho!/y and Smithville B,9,de Raiiwr!)' Embankment - In 1892, the 1fount Holly and Smithville Bicycle Railway opened 

between its namesake towns. Extending for about two miles, the bicycle railway originated in Smithville from the sheds 

adjacent to the Smithville store. Its design incorporated a timber fence, which supported the steel rails on which the bicycles 

ran. Archaeological resources identified in 1996 bet\veen the Rancocas Creek and the store included an earthen embankment 
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with subsurface timber remains. T11e embankment was const:11Jcted of sand fill, with a height of four feet and a width of at 

least 14 feet. Several isolated horizontal timbers were identified as possible timber cribbing serving as a founding for the sand 

fill. A one-foot square timber post exposed during the archaeological investigations was interpreted as the remains of the fence 

supporting the bicycle rails. 

B,ick W'e!!- A 7-foot diameter, brick-lined shaft feature was identified approximately 25 feet north of the l\fount Holly and 

Smithville Bicycle Railway embankment. The depth of the feature was undetermined, as the current water table was 

encountered at 6.3 feet below ground surface. The interior fill contained a II1L"(tl.1re of glass and \vhiteware ceramic sherds 

dating from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The date of construction was not determined due to the presence of 

modern artifacts in the fill; however, "the association of glass and white\vare ceramic sherds (dating from the 19th-20th century) 

within the upper feature fill, and the proximity of the feature to the Mount Holly and Smithville Bicycle Railway embankment, 

suggest that the well was related to the operation of the railway during the late nineteenth century" (Hardwick 1996:67). 

Parke,/Shr8ve G,istmi!! and Sawmill - The first mills were established at this location in 1776 by Jacob Parker. The original 

gristmill was destroyed by fire in 1816 and rebuilt soon after. Both the gristmill and the sawmill continued in use through the 

first half of the nineteenth centl117, with the sawmill closing in 1850. The gristmill was used intermittently from 1854 until 

1863, when it was again destroyed by fire. Archaeological investigations in 1996 revealed: 

extensive stone and timber structt1ral remains of both buildings and the associated hydropower system. The 

remains were uncovered within an approximate 100 x 80 foot excavation area, at depths between 2 and 15 

feet below current ground surface (Hardwick 1996:68). 

Specifically, within the gristmill, two timber block piers within the basement were interpreted to be supports for the vertical 

and horizontal gear shafts. In the upper levd of the st11.ich1re, a 5-foot by 5-foot stone pier was identified as a support for the 

mill stone; a second pier likely was located nearby. A 1-foot square timber piling in the basement is believed to mark the 

location of the water wheel within the raceway, 10 feet from the flume intake. Although no remains of the water wheel or 

wheel shaft were identified, archaeological evidence suggests that the mills operated with an undershot wheel. T11e flume was 

timber box construction with a 5-foot wide and 4-foot high intake that fed water from the creek to the raceway between the 

two mill buildings. Information regarding the sawmill is less definitive, as the northwestern half of the structure apparently was 

modified after its removal (Hartwick 1996:68-69). 

No remains of the mill machine17 or mill stones were uncovered during the archaeological investigation. Also absent were 

remains of the upper floors of the gristmill and "significant portions" of the stone foundations of both the gristmill and the 

tailrace (Hardwick 1996:69). The absence of these remnants suggests the possibility that portions of the gristmill were salvaged 

and reused elsewhere in the village during H.B. Smith's extensive redevelopment of the property (Hardwick 1996:69-70). 

Additionally, an archaeological monitoring project in 2005, associated with trenching for utilities in the village area north of the 

Rancocas Creek, revealed "useful archaeological information that will aid in the future management [of] archaeological 

resources within the park" (Hunter Research, Inc 2005:5). Specifically, trenching within the building footprint of 29 and 31 

Maple Avenue revealed traces of a subfloor or cellar fill deposit beneath demolition debris, as well as a stone wall extending 

along the south side of the alley at the rear. The monitoring report concluded that archaeological potential was present to 

answer questions about the presence of a basement at 29 and 31 Maple Avenue (Hunter Research, Inc. 2005:5). Purther, 

although no artifacts were uncovered, intact yard deposits dating from the mid-nineteenth through the mid-twentieth centuries 

were identified. The monitoring report concluded that, " such materials clearly may be anticipated in the yard deposits 
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surrounding the dwellings along Park and Maple Avenues," and shaft features like wells, privies, cisterns, and refuse pits are 
also likely to exist near the rear alley (Hunter Research, Inc. 2005:5). 



Returned

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 9 Page 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Newspapers 
Dai/y State Gazette and Rep11b!imn (DSG&R) 
MoHnt Hol!J' Herald ()\'IHH) lMount Holly, NJ] 
Ne1v ]eHtY ivlinvr [Burlington, NJJ 
New Ymk Dai!)1 Tribune 
NelV York Times 
Trenton Evening Times lTrenton, NJ] 

Other Primarv Sources 
R..G. Dun & Co. [RGD&Co] 

1 

0MB Approval No. 1024 0018 

Smithdlle Historic District 
Burlington County, New Jersey 

1846-1888 Credit Report Volumes. Harvard Business School, Baker Library, Boston, l'viassachusetts. Vol. 6, Burlington 

County, New Jersey. 

Iviassachusetts State Census 
1865 Inhabitants of the City of Lowell, lviiddlesex County, Massachusetts. 

http://w\v,v.anccstr~·.com, accessed 9 September 2014. 

United States Bureau of the Census [US Census] 
1870 Population Schedule, \Vestampton Township, Burlington County, New Jersey. 
1880 Population Schedule, Eastampton Tmvnship, Burlington County, New Jersey. 
1900 Population Schedule, Eastampton Township, Burlington County, New Jersey. 

Secondarv Sources 
A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc. 

Electronic document, 

1994 New Jersey Historic Bridge Survey. Prepared for the New Jersey Department of Transportation. On file at the New 

Jersey Historic Preservation Office, T rcn ton. 

Age qfSteel, The 
1898a "A Venerable and Important Concern." LXX.,XIV:l 9, 24-26. Electronic document, 

http://www.googlebooks.com, accessed 12 August 2014. 
18986 "H.B. Smith Machine Company." LX,X.,'{JII:9. Electronic document, 

http://w\vw.googlebooks.com, accessed 12 August 2014. 

American Institute 
1871 A111111a! Repmt qfthe .American Institute qf the C'il)• o_j'l"\Tew York for the Yem:r 1870-1871. Argus Co. Printers, Albany, New 

York. 

Artnet 
2014 H.B. Smith Machine Co. Poster. Electronic document, 

http://W\V\v.artnet.com/ artis ts/pos ters-1110 totcyclcs /h b-smi t h-machine-works-co-n2wpcaLO66SkwL-l V c D \Vn A?, 

accessed 26 September 2014. 



Returned

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 9 Page 2 

Atlantic Rep011er 
1893 "Smith et al. v. Smith ct al." Vol. 25, 11-19. 

Barth, Linda]. 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Smithville Historic District 
Burlington County, New Jersey 

2013 A Hist01y of Invmting i11 NeJ11 ]ers~y: From Thomas Edison to the Ice Cri!cllll Cone. The History Press, Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

Blythe, Robert W., ed. 
1999 "Textile :tviills and Villages." In Cotton 1\1i//J~ Planned Conum111ities, and the Ne1v Deal.· Venu11:11/arAn:hited11re and L:mdscape 

of the New South. Vernacular GeorgiA, Athens. 

Bolger, \Xlilliam C. 
1980a "The Smith System: Profile of a l\fachine-Age Community." In Pla11md and Utopian Bxpe1iJJ1ents: Four New J1mry 

Towns. Paul A. Stellhorn, ed. New Jersey Historical Commission, Trenton. 
1980b Smithville: The Resull of Ente1pn"se. Burlington County Cultural and Heritage Conunission, Mount Holly, New Jersey. 

Burlington County Supervisors' Association 
1943 A Histoo• of the PHblic Sd1ools ofBurli1tR,lo11 Com1!J·, New jnY'!J'· Press of the New Era, Riverton, N.J. 

Cox, Arthur J ., and Thomas 1vfalim 
·1985 Femwt!e: The f-Iistoo• qfan Anmimn B11Mp1ise. Arthur J. Cox, Bridgeton, New Jersey. 

Dickey, John M. 
1978[?] Research and Restoration Recommendations for the Smithville Industrial Complex. Prepared for the County of 

Burlington, New Jersey. On file, New Jersey Historic Preservation Office, Trenton. 

Dublin, Thomas 
1979 IJ7omen at Ifl'onk: The Tm11.fort11atioJJ qf ff7ork and Con1JJ11111i!J in lAwc!I, 1Wanacb11sells, 1826-1860. Columbia University 

Press, New York. 

EDP24 
2009 ""100 Years of Pun and Thrills." 10 September. Electronic document, 

http://www.edp24.co.uk/news/l00 years of fun and thrills 1 500609, accessed 26 September 2014. 

Gabriele, lvlichael C. 
2011 The Goldm Age qf Bio-de Rating i11 NeJ1J ]m91• The History Press, Charleston, South Carolina. 

Garner, John S., ed. 
1992 The Compm!)' T01v11: An1Jifet111re and Sode()· in !he Ear!J' I11d11shial Age. Oxford University Press, New York. 

Hadland, Tony, and Hans-Erhard Lessing 
2014 B1ryclc Design: An I/111slratcd Hist01y. MIT Press, Cambridge, 1'-.fassachusetts. 



Returned

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 9 Page 3 

Haller, John 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Smithville Historic District 
Burlington County, New Jersey 

2005 The Histo!y of-.AJJJe1im11 Homeopatlry: The Academic Yem~, 1820-1935. Haworth Press, Binghamton, New York. 

Hartwick, Carolyn L. 
1996 Archaeological Investigations within the Smithville Historic District in Connection with the Smithville Dam 

Restoration Project; Eastampton Township, Burlington County, New Jersey. Prepared for Richard A Alaimo 
Associates. Rutgers Center for Public Archaeology, New Bmnswick, New Jersey. On file, New Jersey Historic 
Preservation Office, Trenton. 

Hexamcr, Ernest 
1881 Smith Machine Company's \'\forks. Electronic document, http://w\vw.philagcohistory.org/rdic

irnages / \·iew-image.cfm/HGSv 16.1544-1545, accessed 30 September 2014. 

Hughes, Thomas P. 
1989 .Ame,im11 Genesis: A Ce11IIIJJ' q/I1111mtio11 mu/ Tech110/ogiml E11thHJiasm, f 870-1970. Viking, New York. 

Hunter Research, Inc. 
2005 Letter to Jan Jeffries, Ivfasonry Preservation Group, re: Archaeological Monitoring of Trenching for Utilities 

Installations, Historic Smithville Park, Eastampton Township, Burlington County, New Jersey. 
2008 Phase I Archaeological Smvey, Smithville Park Enhancement Project, Eastampton Township, Burlington County, 

New Jersey. On file, New Jersey Historic Preservation Office, Trenton. 
2011 Archaeological Monitoring, Restoration of Houses at 8 & 9 Parkk Avenue and 34 Maple Avenue, Smithville County 

Park, Eastampton Township, Burlington County, Ne,\; Jersey. On file, Burlington County Parks Department, 
Eastampton, New Jersey. 

Hunter, Richard \v'., Damon Tvaryanas, and Nadine Sergejeff 
2009 "On the Eagle's Wings: Textiles, Trenton, and a First Taste of the Industrial Revolution." New Jm-~• Hist01y. 124:1, 

57-97. 

Iron .,,'li;e, The 
1892 "H.B. Smith .l\fachine Company." Vol. 50: 29 December. 

Jacoby, Daniel 
1991 "The Transformation of Industrial Apprenticeship in the United States." In The joNntal ofEco110111ic His!OIJ'· 51:4, 887-

910. 

Leynes, Jennifer Brown 
1993 Paternalism, Progressivism, and the Built Environment: The \Vest Point Manufacturing Company Towns of Langdale 

and Shawmut, Alabama. 

Mamtjadmr:r and Builde1; The 
1879 "The 'Mechanic."' August. Vol. U:No. 8, 188. 



Returned

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMS Approval No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Smithville Historic District 
Burlington County, New Jersey 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 9 Page 4 

Measuring \'\forth 
2014 "Seven \Vays to Compute the Relative Value of a U.S. Dollar Amount - 1774 to Present." Electronic document, 

http://w,\'\V.measuring\vorth.com/uscompare/, accessed 23 September 2014. 

New Jersey Bureau of Statistics (NJBS) 
1901 The l11d1uhial Diredo,y qfNew Jm~•- New Jersey Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, Trenton. 
1906 The Itrd11shial Dire,10!)' qlNew]eri~)'- New Jersey Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, Trenton. 
"1909 The lndushial Diredo,y qfNew Jersry. New Jersey Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, Trenton. 
1912 The Itrd11s/Jial Diredo,y qfNew Jer:f~)'- New Jersey Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, Trenton. 
1915 The Itrd11shia/ Diredo,y q/New Jers~)'- New Jersey Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, Trenton. 
"1931 The Ind11s!Jial DiredO!J' ofNe111 Jmv•- New Jersey Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, Trenton. 
1938 The l11d11shial Dire.too· qfNew Jersv•- New Jersey Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, Trenton. 
1941 The hul11shia/ Diredoo· qfNe111]mv•- New Jersey Department of Labor, Bureau of Statistics, Trenton. 

New Jersey Bureau of Statistics of Labor and Industries 
1885 Sc11mth .Amll(al Repo,t qf the Burea11 q_/Statistics ofL1bor a11d ItrdHS/Jies qf Ncw Jm·v•,for the Year E11di11g Ottober 3/-", 1884. 

Office of Bureau of Statistics of Labor and Industries, Trenton. 

New Jersey Department of Public Instmction 
1923 School Building Sun,~,, 1922. New Jersey Department of Public Instruction, Trenton. 
1928 School B11ildi11g S,m,f)', I 927. N cw Jersey Department of Public Instruction, Trenton. 

New Jersey Historic Sites Staff 
1970 National Register of Historic Places Nomination, Smithville Historic District. On file, New Jersey I--Iistoric 

Prese1vation Office, Trenton. 

Powell, Ambrose V., Theodore \V. Snow, and Bertrand E. Grant 
1906 "In Memoriam: John Saltar,Jr." Jonma/ q_/the 1¥'estem So,ie(y qlEngiJJCe1~·. Vol. 11:No. 6, 793-794. 

Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc. 
2005 Cultural Resources Investigation, Replacement of Smithville Road (County Route 684) Bridge (Structure No. 

03E4440) over the North Branch ofRancocas Creek, Eastampton Township, Burlington County, New Jersey. 

Rorabaugh, \\'J. 
1986 The Craft Apprentice; Fw111 Fmnklin lo the Aif.adJi11e Age in A11mim. Oxford University Press, New York. 

Smithsonian Institution 
2014 "Smithsonian Bicycle Collection The Collection, 1887-1891." Electronic 

http://amhistory.si.edu/onthemove/themes/story 69 7.html, accessed 25 September 2014. 

Soames, Franc 
1887 "Down at Smithville." Tre11to11 Eve11i11g TiJJJes. 18 April. 

document, 



Returned

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 9 Page 5 

St. Lo11is L1111bmJ1a11, The 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Smithville Historic District 
Burlington County, New Jersey 

1917 "Obihiary: Capt. Elton A. Smith." Vol. LIX: No.4, 86. Electronic document, http://www.googkbooks.com, 
accessed 15 October 2014. 

Vintage Machinety 
2014 "Manufacturers Index - H.B. Smith Machine Co." Electronic document, 

http:/hintagemachinery.org/mfbrindex/dctaiLaspx?id=766, accessed 4 September 2014. 

\'{lhitesbog Preservation Trnst 
2014 "Joseph J. \'{lhite." Electronic document, http:/ /www.whitesbog.org/whitesbog-history/joseph-j-white/, accessed 16 

September 2014. 

Wilson, David Gordon 
2004 Rtfyding Sde11ce. 3rd edition. MIT Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

If'oodCnfi 
l9ll "New Sander with Patent Endless-Bed Feed." December. Vol. 16:No. 3, 88. 

Woodward, E.M. 
1883 IJisto,y qf Bmfi11gto11 Cotm!J', Ne1J1 ]mo•, with Biographi.-al Sketches ef Mm!)' ef Its Pionem and ProJ1Jinent Men. Everts & Peck, 

Ph iladclphia. 



Returned

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 10 Page 1 

Verbal Boundary Description 

No change to the National Register district boundary is proposed. 

Boundary Justification 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Smitlndlle Historic District 
Burlington County, New Jersey 
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Photos Page 1 

Photographer: Lynn Alpert 
Date: May 2, 2014 
Location of original images: Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc. 

259 Prospect Plains Road, Building D 
Cranbury, New Jersey 

L :Mansion (Inventory #1), south elevation. View northeast from garden walkway. 
2. Mansion, east elevation. View west from Smithville Road. 

OMS Approval No. 1024-0018 

Smitlwille Historic District 
Burlington County, New Jersey 

3. \'\forker housing fronting the North Branch of Rancocas Creek (Inventory #2 in foreground). View northwest from 
River Street. 

4. Smithville Road Bridge (Inventoty #26). View northeast from the south bank of the creek. The brick building in the 
background is located outside of the historic district boundaries. 

5. Smithville Road Bridge. View northwest from the btidge. The Gothic Revival-style cottage and the mansion complex 
walls are visible in the background. 

6. Replacement btidge connecting the factory complex with Smithville Road via River Street (Inventory #27). View 
southeast from Rivet Stteet. 

7. Reconstructed Smithville dam (Inventory #28). View south from parking lot. 
8. Reconstructed gazebo (Inventory #29), south of the worket housing. View facing west from the intersection of Park 

Avenue and River Street. 
9. 718 Smithville Road (Inventoi-y #30). View east from Smithville Road. 
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Hezekiah B .. Smith, c.1860, and Agnes Gilkerson, c.1865 (from Bolger 19806). 
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Pony Star bicycle, 1881, and Smith tricycle, 1888 (from Smithsonian Institution 2014). 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
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Reference Number: 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Comments 

Evaluation/Return Sheet 

Smithville Historic District (additional 
documentation) 

Burlington County, NJ 

77000856 

8/21/17 

Nomination Summary: 

The Smithville Historic District additional documentation is adding one 
contributing structure and four noncontributing resources within the current 
district boundaries. It is revising the period of significance to c. 1750 - 1917, 
adding Criteria B and D, and revising/adding areas of significance of industry, 
engineering, architecture, invention, community planning and development, and 
archeology. The 74.5-acre district was listed in 1977, under Criteria A and C. 

Issues: 

The registration form does not provide sufficient justification to demonstrate that 
this district is significant under Industry, Invention, Community Planning and 
Development, and Archeology. The original National Register nomination lists 
the areas of significance as architecture, engineering, and industry. While the 
additional documentation submitted adds one contributing property, the rest of 
the historic district documentation needs to be updated to current National 
Register Standards and adequately address why these resources meet the 
revised NR Criteria. 
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If the nomination is resubmitted, the following issues must be addressed. 

Section 1. 

Smithville was originally known as Shreveville. Under "other names," please add 
Shreveville. 

Section 5. 

While it is clear one contributing structure and four noncontributing resources are 
being added, the previously listed resource number is 23. The 1977 nomination 
inventory lists 25 resources. For clarity and to update the district resources, 
please provide an updated resource count of all buildings, sites, structures, and 
objects. 

Section 7. 

For clarification, what remains of the former industrial buildings, houses, and 
farm structures that were demolished? Are they now counted as contributing 
sites? Since this nomination is revising the period of significance and adding 
additional areas of significance, please provide in the survey descriptions how 
each resource still retains historic integrity. What resources remain that support 
the area of invention? The former bicycle railroad, where is it located in the 
district? Was this ever counted as a contributing resource? Are former buildings 
in the original nomination that are now ruins, revised as contributing sites? It is 
unclear whether resources from this revised period of significance have all been 
described, counted, and located on the district map. Where exactly is the c. 1750 
farmstead? In the revised inventory descriptions, please reference specific photo 
numbers. If still applicable, photos from the 1977 nomination can be used. Any 
updated photos would be helpful. 

Section 8. 

The updated summary statement of significance does not state the reasons why 
this district meets the stated National Register Criteria. A summary paragraph 
should include the level of significance, applicable Criteria, and justification for 
the period of significance. This summary paragraph should be used as an outline 
for the subsequent paragraphs to further justify each area of significance. 
Provide as many additional paragraphs as necessary to adequately address 
these areas. Reference any specific resources that help support the areas. 
Refer to the National Register Bulletin, "How to Complete the National Register 
Registration Form," pgs. 45-51 for guidance. Areas of significance that are no 
longer supported by remaining historic resources should be dropped. 

As written, the inclusion of Criterion D is not sufficiently supported. While the 
documentation indicates there has been archeological survey within the district, 
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the updated registration form offers no research questions and in no way 
supports the discussion for why subsurface materials discovered to date and/or 
likely to be encountered at a future date are important to the knowledge of the 
history or prehistory of the community. The documentation also does not explain 
how this information will broaden the knowledge and understanding of that place 
and its history. In other words, the presence of archeological materials does not 
in and of itself sufficiently support a Criterion D argument. Instead, as outlined 
on pages 28-33 in National Register Bulletin 36: Guidelines for Evaluating and 
Registering Archeological Properties, the discussion needs to identify specific 
research questions. Blanket statements regarding the known presence of 
archeological deposits and features need to be accompanied by the range of 
questions to which the anticipated (or known) data sets can be made to speak. 
This is how the information potential is shown to be important-a point 
emphasized in NR Bulletin 36 where it states that "The information must be 
considered important" (p. 28). 

Because of these issues, we recommend deleting Criterion D and the area of 
significance of archeology and listed cultural affiliations. However, please retain 
in the revised resubmission, the documentation found under the heading of 
Archeology on pages 15-18, since this information summarizes the presence of 
known archeological resources within the Smithville Historic District. At the end 
of this section, add a separate sentence that states: "At this time, the site 
information presented is insufficient to make the case for National Register 
eligibility under Criterion D." 

Section 10. 

The acreage in the original nomination lists 80 acres. The revised nomination list 
74.5 acres. Please clarify this change. 

In closing, thank you for the preparing an updated nomination for the Smithville 
Historic District. Should you have any questions regarding these comments or 
wish to discuss them further, please do not hesitate to contact either of us. Our 
contact information is lisa deline@nps.gov, tel. : 202.354.2239 and 
julie ernstein@nps.gov, tel. : 202.354.2217, respectively. 

Lisa Deline 
Historian, National Register of Historic Places 

and 

Julie H. Ernstein, Ph.D., RPA 
Supervisory Archeologist, National Register of Historic Places 
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NPS Form 10-900 
(Oct. 1990) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

2280 

I JUL -~ 2018 ~· 

NAT. REGISTIR OF HISTORlG PLACES 
NATI NAL PARK SERVICE 

This form is for use in nomlnaUng or requesting determinations of eliglbilily for individual properties or districls. See instrucUons in How to Complete fhe Naf/onal Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering llle information requested. tr 
an Item does not apply lo the property being documented, enter "NIA" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural ciassificalion, materials and areas of significance, 
enter only categories and sutx:alegories listed in the lnstruclions. Place addillonal entries and narrative items on conUnuaUon sheets (NPS Form 10-000a). Use a 
typewriler, word processor, or compuler, to complete all Items. • 

1. Name of Property 

historic name Smithville f Hstoric District (Additional Documentation) 

other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number Smithville Road; Forest, Railroad, Park and Maple Avenues; River Street 
and Smithville Lake 

city or town Eastampton Township 

state New Jersey code _N~l __ county Burlington code 005 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

D not for publication 

0 vicinity 

zip code 08060 -----

As the designated aulhorily under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I certify that this ~ nomination 

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
[Kl meets D does no! meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D JlBtlo',31~ statewide [Kl locally. 0 Se~ continuation sheet for additional comments. 

~.1 6,uu'.::::7 - - -- ~ss s- ~"'111,~s.,o,.i"......., 1.J'L'i In 
Signature of certifying officlal,{Tllle Date 

f:l~ l"D t( 
Stale or Federal a enc a 
In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet for 
addilional comments. 

Signature of certifying official/Tille 

Stale or Federal a .enc and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is: 

0 entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the 
National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National 
Register. 

D other, (explain:) 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Smithville Historic District  Burlington County, New Jersey  

Name of Property County and State 
 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
   

 private  building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
      

X public-local X district  0 1  buildings 
      

 public-State  site  0 0  sites 
      

 public-Federal  structure  0 3  structures 
   

  object  0 0  objects 
   
          0 4  Total 
  
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

 N/A     23  
 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

   INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION:      RECREATION AND CULTURE: outdoor recreation  

         manufacturing facility      RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum       

   DOMESTIC: single dwelling      GOVERNMENT: government office  

   DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling       TRANSPORTATION: road-related (vehicular)  

   AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE:       

         agricultural outbuildings      

   TRANSPORTATION: road-related (vehicular)      

         
  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

   MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival  foundation    BRICK; STONE: sandstone  

   MID-19TH CENTURY: Gothic Revival  walls    BRICK; WOOD: weatherboard; ASBESTOS  

   LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate   
    

   OTHER: Patterned brickwork  roof    ASPHALT  

   OTHER: Continuous concrete slab   other    METAL: iron; STUCCO; CONCRETE  
 

   
  
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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Smithville Historic District  Burlington County, New Jersey  

Name of Property County and State 
 
 

8 Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property for National Register listing.) 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

    INDUSTRY  
X A   Property is associated with events that have made     ENGINEERING  

 a significant contribution to the broad patterns of    ARCHITECTURE  
 our history.    INVENTION  
     COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
X B   Property is associated with the lives of persons       

 significant in our past.      
      
X C   Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

 of a type, period or method of construction or Period of Significance 
 represents the work of a master, or possesses    c.1750-1917  
 high artistic values, or represents a significant and      
 distinguishable entity whose components lack      
 individual distinction.  
  

X D   Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, Significant Dates 
 information important in prehistory or history.    1865  
    1831  
Criteria considerations      
(mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)  
 
Property is: 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

  

 A   owned by a religious institution or used for    Hezekiah Bradley Smith; Agnes Gilkerson Smith  
 religious purposes.  

   

 B   removed from its original location.  Cultural Affiliation 
     Euro-American  
 C   a birthplace or grave.    Terminal Archaic  
     Early Woodland  
 D   a cemetery.  
   
 E   a reconstructed building, object or structure.  Architect/Builder 
     Unknown  
 F   a commemorative property.      
   
 G   less than 50 years of age or achieved significance  
 within the past 50 years.  

 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
  

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data 
 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 X State Historic Preservation Office 
 CFR 67) has been requested  Other State agency 
X previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National X Local government 
 Register  University 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  Other 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository  :Burlington County Parks Dept. 
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Smithville Historic District  Burlington County, New Jersey  

Name of Property County and State 
 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property  74.5 acres  
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
 

1    3    
Zone        Easting          Northing Zone       Easting           Northing  

2    4    
 

 x See continuation sheet 
 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
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Continuation Sheets 
 
Maps 
 

 A  USGS map  (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
 
 A  Sketch map  for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
 

Photographs 
 

 Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 
 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name   

street & number      telephone      

city or town      state   zip code   
 
 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request 
is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.470 et seq.) 
 

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this from to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, 
DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Description Narrative 

 
Introduction 
This nomination provides additional documentation for the Smithville Historic District in Eastampton 
Township, Burlington County, New Jersey.  Smithville was listed on the New Jersey Register of Historic Places 
on August 26, 1974, and on the National Register of Historic Places on May 12, 1977. 
 
The Smithville Historic District is comprised of an intact company town with a manor house at its center.  The 
district was listed on the National Register under Criterion A in the areas of Industry and Engineering and under 
Criterion C in the area of Architecture.  It has significance for its industrial production and technological 
innovations, which included the first bicycle railroad and a prototype of the modern bicycle.  It is also 
architecturally significant for its manor house, which is an excellent example of the Greek Revival style in New 
Jersey (Photos 1-2), and for its collection of Italianate-style worker housing (Photo 3).  Collectively, the 
buildings represent a significant and distinguishable entity.  The period of significance in the original 
nomination was defined as 1800-1899 (N.J. Historic Sites Staff 1970).  This additional documentation seeks to 
expand the areas of significance beyond that of the original nomination to include Criteria A, B, C and D, in the 
added area of Invention, Community Planning and Development.  It also expands the period of significance, to 
begin c.1750, when the first farmstead was established in the district, to 1917, when the company town began a 
period of decline.  The district boundary has not been altered. 
 
Inventory 
 
As indicated, the formerly listed parsonage of the Methodist Church has been demolished. There are no obvious 
surficial remains and no archaeological investigation of its former site has been undertaken. The River Road 
bridge was demolished and replaced with a new bridge on the same footprint. Therefore, archaeological remains 
of the older structure are not expected to be present. According to Village Historian Eric Orange, remains of 
some cedar posts have been found in the vicinity of the Rancocas Creek. These may have been used to support 
the bicycle railway. No additional surficial remnants have been found that may have been related to the railway. 
 
This additional documentation expands the inventory to include one contributing and four noncontributing 
resources as described below. The contributing resource was demolished during the course of preparation of this 
documentation. Each has been assigned an inventory number consecutively following the numbering in the 
original inventory. 
 
26 Smithville Road Bridge over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek  Contributing (structure) 
The expansion of the period of significance requires the addition of one contributing structure that was omitted 
entirely from the previous inventory, the Smithville Road (County Road 684) Bridge over the North Branch of 
Rancocas Creek.  Built in 1914, the Smithville Road Bridge is a 7-span structure that carries 2 lanes of traffic in 
a north-south direction over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek (see Photos 4-5; plans attached). It measures 
approximately 125 feet long and 27 feet, 6 inches wide. The bridge has a continuous reinforced concrete deck 
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slab supported by precast reinforced concrete pile-bent piers.  The abutments and wingwalls are concrete and 
masonry construction. The pile-bent piers are comprised of 5, 16-inch square precast reinforced concrete piles 
set 6 foot on center topped with a reinforced concrete cap beam. In 1949, pneumatically applied mortar 
(shotcrete) was applied to a majority of the visible areas of the bridge’s abutments and wingwalls, deck, pier cap 
beams and piles (see attached plans). The railing system is comprised of galvanized pipes, approximately 2 feet 
high, mounted on a 1-foot high concrete brush curb.  The bridge is technologically distinctive as an early 
example of a precast reinforced concrete driven-pile substructure. This structure was removed during the course 
of the present nomination revision (A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates, Inc. 1994:03E440).   
 
27 River Road Bridge over North Branch of Rancocas Creek  Noncontributing (structure) 
In 2005, a new steel truss bridge was constructed over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek on River Street 
(Photo 6), at the same location as the earlier iron truss (Inventory 16).  The bridge is a historically sensitive 
replacement but is not a contributing resource because it was built outside the period of significance. 
 
28 Smithville Dam       Noncontributing (structure) 
The Smithville dam was removed and replaced c.1995 (Photo 7).  The reinforced concrete structure spans the 
North Branch of the Rancocas Creek west of the River Road Bridge. 
 
29 Smithville Park Gazebo      Noncontributing (structure) 
A wooden gazebo has also been erected in the park near the mansion and worker housing (Photo 8).  The 
gazebo replicates the bandstand erected during H.B. Smith’s lifetime and is at the approximate location of the 
original structure.  The gazebo harmonizes with its surroundings but is not a contributing resources due to its 
construction after the period of significance.   
 
30 718 Smithville Road       Noncontributing (building) 
A one-story house has been constructed within the historic district boundaries south of Railroad Avenue, at 718 
Smithville Road.  Built in 1984, the frame building has a side gable roof and concrete foundation (Photo 9).  It 
is a noncontributing building within the historic district. 
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Significance Statement 

 
Summary Paragraph 
The Smithville Historic District previously was listed on the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic 
Places under Criterion A in the areas of Industry and Engineering and under Criterion C in the area of 
Architecture.  Its period of significance extended from 1800 to 1899.  This additional documentation expands 
the district’s significance to include Criterion B, for its associations with Hezekiah B. Smith and Agnes 
Gilkerson Smith, and the added areas of Invention and Community Planning and Development.  
 
The Smithville Historic District represents a continuum of occupation on the North Branch of the Rancocas 
Creek in modern Eastampton Township, Burlington County, beginning with a colonial farmstead, established 
c.1750, and a mill seat, established c.1780.  In the 1830s, a cotton mill was established at the site and a 
company town developed by its owners, who lived in a Greek Revival-style mansion they built in the village.  
After its failure, the entire property was purchased by Hezekiah B. Smith, an innovative businessman, who 
moved his woodworking machinery business to the site.  Smith’s wife, Agnes Gilkerson Smith, was a doctor 
by training and edited the company’s newspaper, the New Jersey Mechanic.  Together the Smiths 
transformed the mill village into a model industrial town.  H.B. Smith worked with his mechanics to invent 
new and improved woodworking machinery, and the company later produced the Star bicycle, an innovative 
high-wheel bicycle that enjoyed popularity during the 1880s.  After H.B. Smith’s death, control of the 
company passed to his son, Captain Elton Smith, who operated the business with great success until his death 
in 1917.  The additional documentation suggests an expanded period of significance, beginning circa 1750 
with the establishment of the original farmstead and ending in 1917 with the death of Captain Elton Smith.  
The district may also possess significance under Criterion D for both prehistoric and historic occupation. 
Since systematic archaeological testing of the entire site has yet to be  conducted and  evaluation of past 
investigations is incomplete, the present nomination does not claim significance under Criterion D. 
 
Historic Context 
 
As indicated in the existing historic overview, the village, originally Samuel Shreve’s Shreveville and later 
H.B. Smith’s Smithville, was a significant source of inventions and improvements to existing machinery. 
Shreve’s major enterprise consisted of cotton spinning and weaving and printing cotton goods. He owned a 
machine shop and a grist and saw mill.  With nationwide financial reverses of the mid-nineteenth century, he 
was unable to continue to operate the enterprise and sold the village to Hezekiah Bradley Smith, a successful 
machinery production engineer. 
 
While Shreve’s business model involved the use of existing production technology, Smith expanded his 
enterprise through new inventions.  Smith converted the factory complex to produce a wide variety of 
woodworking machines.  The millpond was enlarged, threadmills were converted to machine shops, the 
foundry was constructed and a turbine replaced water wheels.  The H.B. Smith Machine Company, which 
was incorporated in 1878, eventually manufactured 150 different styles of machines, held patents for about 
30 inventions and in its heyday, produced one-quarter of the nation’s woodworking machinery. 
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During the 1880s, the company’s innovations were directed primarily toward mechanized means of 
transportation.  A number of models of bicycles and tricycles were produced, including one which was 
steam-powered. Company patents for machinery developed in Smithville are summarized in the following 
table: 
 

Patent # Date Title Inventor 
138,103 4/22/1873 Improvement in scroll-saws Hezekiah B. Smith 
RE 5,535 8/19/1873 Improvement in molding-machines Hezekiah B. Smith 
189,510 4/10/1877 Rod and dowel lathe Smith and John Saltar, Jr. 
200,677 2/26/1878 Chain Making Machine Joseph J. White 
202,667 4/23/1878 Improvement in Loose Pulleys John Saltar, Jr. 
204,929 6/18/1878 Belt-shifting Pulley Joseph J. White 
213,077 3/11/1879 Improvement in Vises Bradley W. Storey 
224,752 2/17/1880 Tenoning Machine Jos. J. White, Wm. S. 

Kelley 
241,839 5/24/1881 File and rasp cutting machine Joseph J. White 
292,562 1/29/1884 Wire Spoke William S. Kelley 
304,827 9/9/1884 Bicycle Saddle William S. Kelley 
321,819 7/7/1885 Bicycle William S. Kelley 
321,932 7/7/1885 Bicycle William S. Kelley 
358,494 3/1/1887 Manufacture of metal fellies H.B. Smith & W.S. Kelley 
 
Smithville was one of several “invention factories” that developed in New Jersey in the nineteenth century.  
Other enterprises were established by Alfred Vail of Morristown, whose family owned the Speedwell Iron 
Works, where the telegraph was developed; Oberlin Smith of Bridgeton whose company, Ferracute, 
developed the metal forming presses for a variety of industrial uses; and Solomon Andrews of Perth Amboy, 
whose inventions included barrel-making machinery, fumigators, forging presses, has lamps and improved 
locks.  These enterprises set the stage for well-known invention factories of the late nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries including Thomas Alva Edison’s Menlo Park and West Orange laboratories. David Sarnoff’s RCA 
Laboratories, and AT&T Bell Laboratories. 
 
Remaining elements of Smith’s invention factory include his residence, where he lived for the entirety of his 
time in Smithville, the dwellings of a number of Smith’s “mechanics” and identified portions of the former 
factory complex.  These elements enable the village to convey its character as a center of invention. 
 
Community Development 
 
While much less common than mill villages in New England and the Southern states, rural New Jersey mill 
communities and companies represent an important element of the state’s nineteenth and twentieth century 
built environment.  Due to relentless development pressure in New Jersey, examples of small town mill 
villages are becoming increasingly endangered. Two other Burlington County communities, Whitesbog and 
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Batsto, embody related contexts, the first associated with the beginnings of the commercial high bush 
blueberry production, while the latter was associated with the iron industry. 
 
In his history of Smithville, William C. Bolger wrote of the role of the milltown in the United States in the 
nineteenth century: “The rural village was the first, and for a half a century nearly the only form of industrial 
development found in the United States.  Prior to 1850, the countryside was full of relatively small industrial 
sites, while major industrial centers were only beginning to evolve. Only rarely were these industrial sites of 
any considerable size.  More typical was a village like Shreveville/Smithville owned by an individual family 
and included a settlement of about 300 to 400 people.” 
 
Samuel Shreve initially developed the village and during his tenure it included a school, a store, a barn and 
stables, smoke and slaughter house, about 50 workers’ housing units (the majority doubles), and the 
mansion.  After H.B. Smith purchased the property in 1865, he transformed the property by demolishing 
many of the older homes and building larger ones in their place.  He created a public park with a gazebo at 
the center of the village and also had a school house and opera house built, as well as a dormitory for 
unmarried factory mechanics. 
 
In addition to physical improvements to the property, Smith introduced intellectual stimulation to his model 
industrial village.  He shortened the workday, raised wages, provided fresh food from a village farm, and 
hosted intellectual and recreational events throughout the year.  He also established a “monthly journal of 
mechanics, science and literature,” The Mechanic.  As a paternalistic company town, Smithville may be 
compared to other villages in the state including Roebling, erected as the company town for the John A. 
Roebling’s Sons steel plant; Batsto, a rural Burlington County industrial center of the iron and later, glass 
industries; and Allaire Village, Monmouth County, a short-lived village established to produce pig iron and 
hollowware, that flourished for a time in the 1820s and 1830s. 
 
Elements that contribute to the significance of Smithville as a planned industrial village include a preexisting 
plan used to lay out the community, the presence of a series of company-owned houses to accommodate a 
variety of living situations, and the nearby industrial workplace.  Although several historic buildings such as  
the opera house have been demolished, the village continues to convey its character as a nineteenth and early 
twentieth century industrial village, and as such, possesses local significance. 
 
Historic Overview 
 
The community known today as Smithville1 lies on the North Branch of Rancocas Creek in Burlington 
County.  The property was first surveyed in 1683 to delineate a 500-acre tract of the West Jersey Province 

                                                           
1 The history of Smithville has been extensively documented in numerous sources, including the National Register of Historic Places 
nomination (New Jersey Historic Sites Staff 1977) and two works published in 1980 by William C. Bolger:  a scholarly article published 
in Planned and Utopian Experiments: Four New Jersey Towns, and a book, Smithville: The Result of Enterprise. Except where otherwise indicated, 
the Bolger texts served as the source for the historic context contained herein. 
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purchased by Henry Stacy of Burlington City in 1676.  Many of the surrounding properties were also 
surveyed and distributed during the period 1682-1684, although the tract south of the creek, which would 
later become part of the Smithville dam site, was unappropriated during the seventeenth century. 
 
Stacy apparently rented his tract to tenants.  When the property was sold by his widow in 1686, the tract was 
said to include the “house, buildings and improvements thereupon made or being made in the tenure of 
Michael Buffin and George Shinn” (Bolger 1980b:7).  The property was purchased by Sarah Parker, a 
widow, who later divided the tract into three parcels and distributed them to her sons George, William, and 
Joseph.  William Parker, who owned the parcel that would eventually contain the Smithville community, 
sold his property in 1730.  In 1744, the tract came into possession of Daniel Gaskill, who in 1749 added a 
30-acre parcel on the south side of the creek.  With this purchase, the original bounds of the eventual mill 
tract were fixed.  
 
Around the same time, a farmstead was established on the east side of Smithville Road.  A two-story, three 
bay brick house was erected circa 1750 by Ezekiel Wright.  The house was extant by 1771, when Wright set 
aside a two-acre parcel including the house in his will for his widow Rebecca, to be shared equally by their 
four sons upon her death.  The farmhouse and surrounding land were purchased during the late nineteenth 
century and incorporated into the industrial village of Smithville.  The building still stands on the property 
and is the earliest surviving non-archaeological historic resource in the Smithville Historic District.  It is a 
good example of a patterned brickwork house, which was important in the architecture of southwestern New 
Jersey in the eighteenth century; however, it is also an unusual example because the only elevation that was 
ornamented with pattern work was the west gable end. This elevation features Flemish checker, the most 
widely used ornamental pattern, while the south façade features plain brickwork.  The unusual placement of 
the pattern work in this house, facing the nearby road (modern Smithville Road), demonstrates the intent of 
the builder to place the fanciest masonry in the house where it would be most visible.  
 
Early Industrial Development:  Parkers’ Mills and Shreveville  
 
The eighteenth century saw increased development of sawmills and other water-powered industries 
throughout the region.  In 1776, Jacob Parker purchased a 37-acre portion of the old Daniel Gaskill property, 
which included both banks of the creek.  Four years later, Parker petitioned the state legislature for 
permission to build a dam on his property and commenced with construction. Parker established his grist and 
sawmill operations at the site and built a residence for his family north of the creek.  Although Parker was 
initially successful, he soon became embroiled in a controversy with his neighbors over the legality of his 
dam and mill operation.  The lengthy lawsuits with his neighbors and John Mullen, the miller who operated 
his gristmill, led to Parker’s bankruptcy and the sale of his property at sheriff’s auction in 1802.  
 
A gristmill continued to operate at Parkers Mills, as the property was known, under varied ownership during 
the early nineteenth century.  The original structure was replaced in 1816, when owners William Roberts and 
Charles French constructed a new gristmill on the same site.  The sale of the property in 1831 to brothers 
Jonathan Lippincott Shreve and Samuel Shreve resulted in significant changes to the area, however.  The 
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Shreves set out to establish a textile factory complex at the site, and by 1850, Parkers Mills had been 
transformed into Shreveville, a self-sustaining cotton mill village. 

The textile industry in America emerged first in New England and the Mid-Atlantic during the latter decades 
of the eighteenth century and grew substantially in the decades following the War of 1812.  Mills of the era 
were dependent on water power for their machinery; thus, many factories were established in rural areas.  
The remote locations required significant investment from owners, however, who had to build not only the 
mill and related infrastructure but also housing for employees.  The types of housing varied according to the 
company’s hiring practices:  some provided small cottages for families of workers, while others built 
dormitories and boarding houses for single employees.  Out of this necessity emerged a paternalistic system, 
in which employers strove to attract and keep employees by maintaining personal relationships and 
providing amenities beyond merely housing in the mill villages they built (Blythe 1999; Garner 1992; 
Leynes 1993).   
 
The Shreves had gained experience in the textile industry at the Trenton Calico Printing Manufactory, which 
was founded in 1820.  Calico printing was a relatively uncommon industry in New Jersey, and the precise 
nature of the Shreves’ involvement with the Trenton works is unclear.  The company appears to have closed 
around 1829, however, and soon after the Shreves purchased the Parker Mills in Burlington County (Hunter 
et al. 2009:68).  They proceeded to build a calico printing works on the property, as well as worker housing 
and a manor house for themselves.  Mills for spinning and weaving cotton were added later.  In the 1840s, 
the Shreves began manufacturing cotton thread; at least one contemporary source reported that “the 
‘Shreveville Thread’ is superior to all other of American manufacture’” (New Jersey Mirror, 24 July 
1856:3).   
 
By around 1845, the Shreves had invested about $250,000 in the mills and village, which they named 
Shreveville.  The factories employed more than 200 workers.  The Shreves also owned and financed 
operation of the old gristmill, employing brothers Abraham and Jacob Claypole as millers.  Although 
relatively little documentation regarding the Shreves’ business survives, the R.G. Dun & Co. credit reports2 
provide glimpses into the business and its eventual decline.  In 1846, the Shreves were described as “heavy 
capitalists, large extensive business in the manufacturing line, wealthy men” (R.G. Dun & Co. Credit Report 
Volumes, Harvard Business School, Baker Library, Boston, Massachusetts [RGD&Co] 1846: Vol. 6:98).  
Five years later, the credit report indicated that “J.L. & S. Shreve are rich men, shrewd, prudent, successful 
& managing in business, large capital & unquestionably good” (RGD&Co 1851: Vol. 6:98). 
 
Yet, despite the prudence and management skills of its owners, the Shreves’ textile mills faltered in the years 
that followed, victims of a recession in the nation’s textile industry in the 1850s.  In March 1854, the Shreves 
began mortgaging their property, with the largest loan of just over $48,012 from their brother Benjamin 
                                                           
2 The R.G. Dun & Co., predecessor of Dun & Bradstreet, maintained credit records on industries throughout the nation from 1841 
through the 1890s; their reports are preserved at the Baker Library of the Harvard Business School. The report entries employ 
shorthand and extensive use of abbreviations. For clarity, most abbreviations contained in the credit reports have been spelled out in 
the quotations used herein, except where the meaning is evident. The records are not for publication or reprinting. 
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Shreve of Medford.  The following month, R.G. Dun & Co. received a telegraph indicating that the business 
had failed.  According to the report: “Their works are still running but they have notified their principal 
creditors that they cannot pay.  What course they will pursue is not known.  As yet there are no judges vs 
them (RGD&Co 1854: Vol. 6:98).  In April 1855, the mills were reportedly “not in business,” but by 
November they were reportedly “on their feet again… the general opinion is that they will fully recover” 
(RGD&Co 1855: Vol. 6:98).  The R.G. Dun & Co. reports further stated: 

And the whole property was sold subject to mortgages upon it and was purchased by a brother named 
Benjamin Shreve…Since that time J.L. [and] S. Shreve have continued to reside there and to the 
casual observer seem to have the same control & authority over the whole business which they had 
before their failure but business I understand is conducted in the name of Benjamin J. Shreve, a son of 
S. Shreve…quite a young man from what I have heard (RGD&Co 1854: Vol. 6:98). 

The degree to which production recovered is unclear, but it was presumably short-lived; this entry in the 
R.G. Dun credit records was the last related to the mills in Shreveville.  Samuel Shreve died in July 1856, 
and shortly after the property was offered at public sale.  At that time, a plan of the Shreves’ 50-acre property 
was prepared (attached).  The drawing provides a detailed snapshot of the village just prior to the mills’ 
closure and abandonment.  The cotton mills and associated industrial activities were concentrated on the 
south side of the creek, while the dwellings, store, and support structures were located on the north.  The 
worker housing included 20 buildings arranged along three streets extending in an east-west direction across 
the northern end of the property, as well as 3 additional dwellings near the creek.  The buildings varied in 
size and layout:  three-story brick duplexes lined the northernmost street, while the remainder were a mix of 
duplexes, single-family homes, and larger buildings containing four housing units each.   
 
The Shreves’ mansion was located to the east, on the “Road to Mount Holly” (present-day Smithville Road).  
The two-and-one-half-story brick building is a striking example of the Greek Revival style as applied to a 
nineteenth-century Burlington County brick house.  Its architect/builder is unknown, but its distinguishing 
features include rigid symmetry, low-pitched roof with widow’s walk, frieze-band windows with Greek key 
details, and partial-width porches with Doric columns.  The building’s east elevation, which fronted the road, 
imparted a temple-like appearance through the use of colossal brick pilasters.  The mansion’s grounds 
included a “fruit garden” and several outbuildings on the building’s north side. 
 
The village included both a school, located on Smithville Road north of the mansion complex, and a store.  
The latter was located near the old gristmill, which continued to operate throughout the Shreves’ ownership 
of the property.  An assortment of structures designed to support the village population, including a 
slaughterhouse and smokehouse, were situated in the vicinity of the store and gristmill.    
 
South of the creek, two industrial complexes sprawled across the landscape.  An office was located near the 
road in the northern complex, which included two, four-story brick factory buildings and an attached 
structure containing the engines and boilers, as well as a turning mill, sawmill, and blacksmith shop.  Farther 
south was the calico printing complex.  This, too, was a multi-component complex with a bleach and wash 
house, printing rooms, and two dry houses among the primary features. 
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The 1856 public sale attracted no buyers, and the following year Jonathan Shreve passed away.  With both 
brothers dead, the property went into foreclosure, and in 1858 it was offered at a sheriff’s sale.  A 
contemporary newspaper editorial condemning American trade policy reported on the decline of 
manufacturing at Shreveville: 

There is to be an immense sale of property by the Sheriff of Burlington Co., N.J. … All the extensive 
mills, factories, printworks, and the whole village of Shreveville…are to be sold under foreclosure.  
There is an elegant mansion and twenty dwelling-houses, beside the water-power of the Rancocas, and 
in fact a group of improvements on which an immense amount of money has been expended… But 
though for many years [the owners] have manufactured about the best article of spool cotton ever 
made in this country, yet they had to struggle on under all the disadvantages of competition with 
British capitalists, who, under the benign influence of free trade, drove our own manufacturers to the 
wall.  The once flourishing village around these extensive works became silent and idle under the 
crushing blight, and now, when manufacturing in so many other places is stagnant, it is absolutely 
desolate (New York Daily Tribune, 29 September 1858). 

Benjamin Shreve, the brother of Samuel and Jonathan, purchased Shreveville at the sheriff’s sale in 1858.  
Although the village was reportedly abandoned and virtually forgotten until after the Civil War, there is 
some indication that the cotton mills may have been leased to James Tread, a manufacturer of cotton yarns, 
around 1860.  No additional information about Tread or the business was located during the course of 
research to confirm or deny this association.  Shreve did continue to lease the gristmill at least to 1860; in 
that year, the Trenton State Gazette reported that the “grist-mill at Shreveville…was destroyed by fire, on 
Thursday night… The loss is estimated at $6000 to $7000” (Daily State Gazette and Republican [DSG&R] 
25 May 1860).  Jacob Claypole and Edward Githens were the millers at the time.  The gristmill, which was 
described as “in ruins” after the fire, was apparently rebuilt, as the gristmill was again destroyed by fire in 
1863 (Bolger 1980b:234; DSG&R 25 May 1860).   
 
Hezekiah B. Smith, Industrialist & Inventor 
 
In December 1865, Hezekiah Bradley Smith (1816-1887) purchased the abandoned industrial complex and 
village at Shreveville.  A Vermont native, Smith apprenticed as a carpenter and spent a number of years at 
the family home near Bridgewater running a carpentry shop before moving to Manchester, New Hampshire 
in 1846.  He took with him his new bride, Eveline.  The Smiths’ first child, Ella, was born in the same year, 
but an outbreak of Scarlet Fever in Manchester in 1847 led Eveline to take their child and return to her 
parents’ home in Vermont.  The Smiths would have three more children over the next seven years but 
maintained separate residences throughout their marriage. 
 
In Manchester, Smith acquired experience in a machine shop, founding his own business in 1847.  He set 
about designing woodworking machinery, acquiring his first patent in 1849.  His innovations included the 
use of iron for the entire machine, which resulted in a more stable design than the wood-frame machines that 
had preceded them (Vintage Machinery 2014).  After setting up shop for a time in Boston to sell his patented 
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machinery, Smith moved in 1851 to Lowell, Massachusetts, where he continued to work on new designs.  He 
applied for and received nine additional patents for woodworking machinery between 1854 and 1866 
(Vintage Machinery 2014). 
 
When he purchased the abandoned village of Shreveville in 1865, Smith intended to relocate his business 
from Lowell.  The appeal of the Burlington County site stemmed from its proximity to the markets of 
Philadelphia and New York, which had been made more accessible by the completion of a rail line through 
the area in 1861.  But the impetus for the move came in large part from his desire to remove himself further 
from his wife and children in Vermont.  This latter rationale provided one of the more colorful aspects of 
Smith’s story, as he brought with him to New Jersey his second wife, Agnes Gilkerson, whom he had 
married without benefit of a divorce from the first Mrs. Smith. 
 
Agnes Gilkerson Smith 
 
Gilkerson was a millhand working in Lowell when she met H.B. Smith.  Born in Barnet, Vermont, in 1838, 
Gilkerson was among the thousands of young women who migrated from their family farms to work in the 
textile factories of Lowell during the early to mid-nineteenth century.  Lowell’s appeal to unmarried farm 
girls stemmed from the opportunity to gain independence from their families through work in the mills, 
earning their own income and experiencing the amenities of urban life.  They typically migrated to Lowell as 
part of larger kinship networks, and most returned home within a few years (Dublin 1979:40-41).   
 
Although the identity of the women forming Gilkerson’s kinship network is unknown, she reportedly met 
Smith through mutual acquaintances soon after arriving in Lowell at age 16.  After a brief stint working in 
the mills, Gilkerson went to work for Smith as a secretary in his machine shop, her responsibilities including 
the preparation of advertisements and mailings to customers.  Within a few years, she had returned to school 
in Lowell, likely with Smith’s financial backing.  
 
Upon graduation in 1858, Gilkerson moved to Philadelphia to attend the Penn Medical University.  The 
University had been founded five years earlier by Dr. Joseph S. Longshore with the support of Lucretia Mott, 
Horace Mann, and other prominent social reformers.  Unlike many medical schools of its era, the University 
accepted both male and female students (Haller 2005:140-141).  Gilkerson stayed with John P. Kelley, who 
ran Smith’s Philadelphia office, while in school.  She graduated in 1861 with a Doctor of Medicine degree, 
majoring in Chemistry. 
 
Gilkerson returned to Lowell after graduation.  She and Smith shared an apartment, and she practiced 
medicine while he ran his machine shop.  The 1865 Massachusetts census recorded their household as 
comprised of an unmarried 48-year-old machinist and a single 26-year-old housekeeper (Massachusetts State 
Census 1865).  The entry is noteworthy, as Smith still had a wife and four children in Vermont.  It is unclear 
why Gilkerson’s occupation was reported as a housekeeper rather than doctor, although it may have been an 
effort to conceal the inappropriate relationship. 
 

Returned



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-
0018 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior  Smithville Historic District 
National Park Service  Burlington County, New Jersey 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8  Page  9 
 

 
Industry and Invention at Smithville 
 
When H.B. Smith and Agnes Gilkerson arrived in New Jersey in 1865, they presented themselves as a 
married couple.  The village of Shreveville had been abandoned for nearly a decade when the Smiths 
acquired the property; not surprisingly, its factories, houses, and related buildings were in a deteriorated 
condition.  Changing the name to Smithville, they set out to convert the old cotton mills to produce Smith’s 
woodworking machinery.  The Smiths and many of their workers resided in the mansion house while the 
factory buildings were rehabilitated for their new use and the water works were renovated.  The latter 
included an expansion of the mill pond, resulting in the inundation of the lower part of the Shreves’ factory 
complex. 
 
In 1881, Philadelphia mapmaker Ernest Hexamer completed a survey of the factory complex.  The survey 
(attached) provides a detailed illustration of the complex as it appeared more than 15 years after the Smiths’ 
purchase.  The largest buildings were the two, three-story machine shops at the western edge of the site.  
These were adaptations of brick factory buildings from the Shreve period.  The office at the north end of the 
complex had been expanded considerably by 1881, and new construction along the eastern part of the site 
included an iron foundry and moulding room, as well as numerous structures for storing and cleaning 
castings. Additional store rooms were located south of the machine shops, and one-story lumber sheds were 
situated at the far southern end of the site and east of the Rancocas Creek.   
 
A newspaper account published around the same time described the industrial plant: 

[Smith’s] establishment consists of a four-story machine shop, with facilities to employ upwards of 
150 men; a very large pattern shop, to accommodate 20 or 30 hands; a foundry for 40 or 50 more, and 
a blacksmith shop with five fires, with two men to each, and the building with offices, post office, and 
newspaper office, the whole forming a square of 200 feet, with a courtyard in the middle.  There are at 
present about 125 men employees in the works (quoted in Bolger 1980b:137). 

Smith’s woodworking machinery remained in high demand in the decades following the business’s 
relocation from Lowell to Smithville. The earliest R.G. Dun & Company credit report for the Burlington 
County plant, dated August 1868, indicates that Smith “owns considerable real estate, credit good, doing 
large business” (RGD&Co 1868:201). Four years later, the report noted that Smith “is making money fast 
and said to be worth at least $100,000” (RGD&Co 1872:201).  By 1877, his personal wealth was about 
$300,000; in today’s dollars, $6,890,000 (Measuring Worth 2014). 
 
In the first few years at Smithville, Smith’s efforts focused on producing the machinery for which he already 
held patents rather than inventing new machinery.  By the early 1870s, however, his attention had returned to 
developing new ideas for woodworking machinery.  In 1871, Smith exhibited six woodworking machines at 
the American Institute of the City of New York, receiving a first premium, second premium, and four 
honorable mentions (American Institute 1871:44-45).  He also exhibited at the Centennial Exhibition in 
Philadelphia in 1876.  Smith received his first patent at Smithville in 1873, and numerous new patents were 
awarded in the decades that followed (Barth 2013:176-177; Vintage Machinery 2014). Although early 
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patents bear H.B. Smith’s name, later improvements were credited to Smith’s staff, including John Saltar, Jr., 
Joseph J. White, William S. Kelley, and James L. Perry.  
 
This collected group of individuals formed a sort of “invention factory” in Smithville from circa 1875 to 
1910.  During that period, more than 20 patents were awarded to Smith and his staff.  Although certainly not 
comparable in size, scale or influence with the invention factory of Thomas Edison at Menlo Park, Smith’s 
innovations nevertheless place him within a class of “independent inventors” who “customarily worked with 
a few assistants, mostly craftsmen, and in small laboratories or workshops that they designed and owned” 
(Hughes 1989:21).  These inventors were also entrepreneurs, establishing companies to produce and market 
their inventions (Hughes 1989:22).  Contemporary New Jersey inventors whose careers mirrored that of H.B. 
Smith included Oberlin Smith of Bridgeton, whose company Ferracute manufactured presses and dies (Cox 
and Malim 1985).   
 
John Saltar, Jr., was among the first engineers that Smith brought to work in Smithville.  Born in Illinois, 
Saltar earned his civil engineering degree from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1867.  He came to 
Smithville in 1874 as a designing engineer and remained for five years.  During that time, he collaborated 
with Smith on a design for a rod and dowel lathe (Patent No. 189,510) and received a patent for an 
“improvement in loose pulleys” (Patent No. 202,667).  Saltar later returned to the Midwest, where he worked 
to develop the gas engine (Powell et al. 1906:793-794; Vintage Machinery 2014). 
 
Perhaps the most prolific of Smith’s assistants during his lifetime was Joseph J. White.  A Burlington County 
native, White is best known as a cranberry grower associated with Whitesbog, New Jersey.  His interest in 
mechanical engineering led him to Smithville in 1875, where he earned seven patents for diverse inventions.  
These included a chain making machine, belt shifting pulley, and two hoists.  White became a general 
manager of the plant in 1878 and was an officer in the H.B. Smith Machine Company after its incorporation 
in 1878 (Vintage Machinery 2014; Whitesbog Preservation Trust 2014). 
 
Another noteworthy associate of Smith’s was William S. Kelley, who became vice-president of the company 
after its incorporation and was largely responsible for the firm’s day-to-day operations.  Kelley came to 
Smithville with experience in the manufacturing of woodworking machinery, having worked for a 
competitor, the J.A. Fay Company of Cincinnati.  Despite his background, however, Kelley’s six patents for 
the H.B. Smith Machine Company were all related to the bicycle (Vintage Machinery 2014).  The company 
expanded its production into new arenas following its incorporation in 1878, and the “Star” bicycle was 
among its first and most important new products.  Designed by George W. Pressey of Hammonton, the Star 
featured a smaller wheel in front of rather than behind the larger one, thus lending the structure greater 
stability.  The bicycle also employed a treadle drive mechanism in lieu of a crank drive.  The product was a 
successful one for the company and led to further research and development into bicycle transportation, 
including a steam-powered bicycle and a kerosene-burning tricycle, although the Star was by far the most 
successful product. 
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Although the Star bicycle met with success, woodworking machinery remained central to the company’s 
production and development efforts.  In 1883, the H.B. Smith Machine Company was reportedly the “most 
extensive manufactory of wood-working machinery in the United States” (Woodward 1883:313).  Even after 
Smith’s death in 1887, the company continued to attract innovative mechanics and engineers.  James Lyman 
Perry was one such inventor.  In 1877, Perry had received his first patent for a drum sander, and he operated 
several companies of his own before arriving in Smithville in 1898.  There, he was granted a patent for the 
first endless-bed triple drum sander, a product that would become a mainstay for the H.B. Smith Machine 
Company (Vintage Machinery 2014; Wood Craft 1911:88). 
 
Building a Model Industrial Village 
 
Smith’s ability to attract and keep skilled, inventive mechanics and engineers in his employ was due in part 
to the model industrial community he created at Smithville.  His vision was shared by his wife Agnes, and 
together they built a self-sufficient village that provided not only quality housing but also social, leisure, and 
recreational activities for employees and their families.  As described by Bolger:  [Smithville] was neither a 
utopian experiment nor an exploitative “company town.” It was based on rather simple nondogmatic 
principles of the proprietor’s responsibility and fairness toward his employees (Bolger 1980a:77).   
 
No plans outlining the Smiths’ vision for the village survive, if in fact any ever existed.  The couple’s years 
of residence in Lowell undoubtedly influenced their vision, however.  The companies that developed Lowell 
provided extensive housing, both in the form of boardinghouses for single workers and houses for married 
operatives (Dublin 1979:75).  Although the Smiths were resident in Lowell during a period of transition in 
the city’s industrial history, when immigrant labor began to replace native workers in the textile factories, the 
early company housing system was still prevalent (Dublin 1979:6-7).  Of course, Lowell was hardly the lone 
example of a paternalistic company town, as evinced in the existing village of Shreveville; however, it likely 
served as a primary influence on the Smiths, given their firsthand experience residing in the town. 
 
After spending the first few years establishing the business, the Smiths began to work on the infrastructure of 
the community itself.  The brick houses from the Shreve period were retained, and construction of 10 new 
frame houses on Park Avenue fronting the creek began in 1869.  Most of the two-story residences were 
duplexes, with either five or nine rooms each.  Mechanics House, a four-story, mixed-use building 
containing retail spaces on the first floor and about 30 rooms for boarders in the upper floors, was also 
constructed at this time.  By 1870, the existing village housing could accommodate about 250 people.   
 
Several community buildings were also erected around this time.  At the northeast corner of the mansion 
grounds, a brick schoolhouse was built for village children, replacing the earlier school built by the Shreves.  
According to Bolger, it was “the first major public meeting house in the village and was most notably used 
by the Smithville Lyceum” (Bolger 1980b:113).  The Lyceum was a popular social organization that featured 
debates as well as other educational programs and entertainment.  A gazebo in the park by the creek provided 
another entertainment venue during the 1870s, playing host to summer concerts by the village’s 20-piece 
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brass band.  In 1875, an addition to Mechanics House was completed to provide the band an indoor 
auditorium.  The Opera House offered a variety of shows and concerts for employees. 
 
Also during this period, a Methodist church was built south of the millpond.  The first Methodist meetings 
had been held in the old Shreveville schoolhouse in 1837, but the congregation struggled with the demise of 
the Shreves’ cotton mills and subsequent loss of the village population.  The church experienced a revival 
with the opening of Smith’s machine works, however, and in 1877 the existing building was erected.  
Although the Smiths’ involvement is undocumented, it seems likely that they contributed toward its 
construction (Woodward 1883:315). 
 
Another major component of the Smiths’ vision for Smithville was a farm to provide essential foodstuffs to 
the community.  During the 1870s, Smith acquired some 300 acres of property around the village and 
incorporated it into a single farming operation.  The farm was one of the largest in Burlington County and 
produced a variety of meats, vegetables, and dairy products for use in the village.  In 1878, Smith began 
construction of “workers’ quarters, a three-story grain house, equipment sheds, a 400-foot frame barn, a large 
brick stable, a three-story brick grain mill, and an observation tower” across the street from the mansion 
(Bolger 1980b:140).  The design of the structures was unusual: the walls were constructed of brick, and iron 
posts supported the roofs, which were assembled from 3-foot wide cast iron plates. 
  
A contemporary view of the farm and village is shown in the accompanying figure.  A reporter for the True 
American described Smithville in 1877: 

[The Smiths’] private residence, which is near the works, is a commodious and handsomely-furnished 
house, lighted by gas made on the place, with a billiard and card room, with grounds enclosed with a 
six-foot brick wall, marbleized in and out, and topped with gilded spears… Mr. Smith owns a farm of 
about 450 acres, most of which is highly cultivated, and employs six farmers, each occupying a 
separate house… [T]here are on and about the place, 50 other houses which are occupied by Mr. 
Smith’s employees at a moderate rent.  There is also a large boarding hall… which has two large halls, 
one 60 feet square… used as a theatre or ball room; the other… occupied by a brass band of 20 pieces, 
to rehearse in, also for general entertainments. 

[Mr. Smith] is, indeed, owning lands as he does, all around him, to the area of about a mile, including 
the Smithville depot, post office and Methodist chapel, ‘master of all he surveys,’ and what may be 
termed one of the wealthiest men in the State (quoted in Bolger 1980b:137-38). 

A decade later, a reporter for the Trenton Evening Times noted: 

Great factories, whose red brick walls are dark with the smoke from the furnaces which glow 
within, winding roadways which lead past the homes of the operatives, a tortuous creek, 
reflecting from its calm, clear surface the stately, solemn pines on the banks, the great 
mansion of the owner of the town situated like a feudal castle with its clustering dependencies 
– such is Smithville in this year of grace, ’87 (Soames 1887). 
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Labor at Smithville 
 
The Smiths’ vision of a model industrial town extended beyond the physical environment, however, and 
company employees benefited from the Smiths’ progressive labor practices.  The company offered a 64-hour 
work week, which was good for its time, and the factories were closed after 5:00 p.m. and on Sundays, 
providing family time for workers.  Wages were competitive, and housing, food, and other necessities were 
offered at cost to employees.  Furthermore, the company employed no women or children under the age of 
16.   
 
H.B. Smith considered himself part of the brotherhood of mechanics who worked in his factories and lived in 
his village.  He spoke with eloquence of the importance of these workers to the progress of America: 

Now what has the mechanic done? We can scarcely turn our eyes without seeing something that he has 
done for the benefit of mankind, but when we stop and look at his great inventions, the telegraph, the 
steam engine, the sewing machine, the reaping and mowing machines, the telescope, the microscope, 
the printing press, wood working machinery… and the thousand and one productions of his fertile 
brain, it seems to me fellow mechanics, that we have no call to feel inferior to professional men 
(quoted in Bolger 1980b:129). 

An extension of the value Smith placed on the mechanics’ trade was an apprenticeship program in the 
factories, which provided education and opportunity to youth within the community and beyond.  Although 
skilled craftsmen like machinists had long utilized apprenticeships to pass along their knowledge, the 
industrial revolution had changed the system from one of unpaid servitude to a single master to one of low-
wage compensation for training in a factory.  Nevertheless, the machinist apprenticeships were highly sought 
after, as the training ensured work in a field with high demand (Rorabaugh 1986:140-141). 
 
Federal census records provide a window into the apprenticeship program at Smithville. In the 1870 census, 
16 male residents reported their occupation as “apprentice to machinist.”  Most were 16 to 20 years old, 
although the group included individuals as young as 14 and as old as 25.  The apprentices were 
overwhelmingly native-born, with over half from New Jersey and only three born overseas.  None were the 
children of company employees, however.  This fact, surprising at first glance, can be explained by the 
youthful makeup of the village population at the time.  In 1870, the average age of men in occupations 
clearly associated with the machine works (e.g. “machinist,” “moulder in iron foundry”) was 29.6 years old; 
only 5 of the men were over the age of 40 and therefore likely to be the parent of a teenager.  The company’s 
oldest resident machinist, 54-year-old Aaron N. Whitney, had 2 sons employed in the factory, suggesting that 
the children of employees were welcomed into the company when they came of age (United States Bureau of 
the Census [US Census] 1870).   The data in the 1880 census supports this theory, as a number of households 
reported both fathers and sons employed in the works (US Census 1880). 
 
Interestingly, none of the young men who reported their occupation as “apprentice” in the 1870 census were 
living in Smithville a decade later.  After completing their training, they had all moved on to jobs elsewhere 
by 1880.  Nevertheless, the training of young men as machinists continued at Smithville, at least through 
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H.B. Smith’s lifetime.  The extent of the program is more difficult to quantify in later years because census 
data does not include the designation “apprentice” for occupations; however, an analysis of the data from 
1880 indicates that 33 young men between the ages of 15 and 20 – i.e., the same age as those designated as 
“apprentice” in the earlier census – were then employed in the factory as machinists, molders, and other 
similar occupations.  Nearly twice as many men age 21 and older were employed at the same time, with an 
average age of 32.3 years.  The total number of men over the age of 40 had increased substantially by 1880, 
to 13 (US Census 1880). 
 
This data is consistent with that contained in the 1884 report of the New Jersey Bureau of Statistics of Labor 
and Industries.  The report provides a glimpse into the Smithville labor force at the time, which numbered 
268 workers, only 8 of whom were women.  Machinists were by far the largest group, with 140 men thus 
employed, compared to 40 core makers and moulders.  Weekly wages for both groups ranged from $12 to 
$15 per week.  Both groups also employed apprentices:  20 were machinists, and 10 were moulders.  Smith’s 
apprenticeship program was among the largest in the state in any industry, comprising more than 11% of the 
company’s workforce (New Jersey Bureau of Statistics of Labor and Industries 1885).    
 
Smith’s confidence in his employees was evident in the incorporation of the H.B. Smith Machine Company 
in 1878.  Smith remained the primary stockholder and controlled most aspects of the business during his 
lifetime, but he divested stock to company men like Joseph J. White and William S. Kelley, both inventors at 
Smithville; Bradford W. Storey, longtime employee and shop superintendent; Charles Chickering, company 
secretary; and George A. Lippincott, the head master mechanic.  The promotion of these men to shareholders 
demonstrated Smith’s belief in their abilities to manage the business after his death. 
 
Perhaps the clearest indication of the Smiths’ interest in and commitment to their skilled workers was 
contained in H.B.’s will.  Prior to her death from cancer in 1881, Agnes encouraged H.B. to leave his estate 
for the betterment of future generations.  Both H.B. and Agnes had been inspired by the work of Alexander 
Stephens, who shared his interest in educating young men during a visit to Smithville in 1879.  With that in 
mind, H.B. determined to establish a school for young mechanics, combining a classroom and machine shop 
education, on his estate after his death.  This decision fit with a national trend during the late nineteenth 
century of replacing apprenticeship programs with formal schooling (Jacoby 1991:892-893).  Although his 
vision was never realized, it serves as further proof of the Smiths’ interest in creating an ideal workers’ 
community. 
 
Agnes Smith, Doctor and Editor 
 
By all accounts, Agnes Smith wielded significant influence over her much older husband.  Excerpts from 
witness testimony during the litigation of H.B.’s estate following his death attest to the beauty, intelligence, 
and social graces of the second Mrs. Smith: 

One witness describes her as she appeared to him in 1878, in this language:  “She was one of the most 
elegant entertainers and the finest hostess I have ever met in my life; a lady of great ability; a fine 
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conversationalist; a well disposed looking lady; as fascinating a woman as I almost ever came in 
contact with.”  And another witness says:  “She was a woman I would consider decidedly intellectual 
above the average, very brilliant in conversation, quite spicy, and altogether a very fine looking and 
fascinating lady” (Atlantic Reporter 1893:13). 
 

Undoubtedly, her life experience and education set her apart, from other women of her era and particularly 
from the other women who occupied Smithville village.  It is unknown to what extent she practiced 
medicine; census records did not report her occupation as doctor but as “keeping house” (US Census 1870, 
1880).  The absence of other doctors in the community suggests the strong likelihood that she tended to the 
ill and injured in Smithville.  She also put her expertise in chemistry to use in developing medicinal products, 
including “Madam Smith’s Celebrated Hair Restorer and Beautifier.” These products reportedly provided her 
with a considerable income. 
 
Always opinionated, Agnes Smith attended meetings of the Smithville Lyceum with her husband and 
contributed to the New Jersey Mechanic, a weekly journal published in Smithville beginning in 1870.  The 
paper offered news and information of interest to woodworkers both in the village and across the nation.  
Agnes was actively involved in the publication, writing articles on topics ranging from contemporary labor 
issues to medical advice for women.  The Smiths initially hired an editor to publish the paper, but he was 
replaced by Agnes in July 1872 after the two clashed regarding labor issues.  Although female journalists, 
and even editors, were not unknown in postbellum America, they were certainly uncommon.  Agnes’s work 
was appreciated by at least one contemporary publication, The Manufacturer and Builder, which noted that 
the Mechanic was “devoted to mechanics, science, and general literature, and is very ably edited by Mrs. 
A.M. Smith.  It is a highly useful publication, and contains a great variety of instructive matter” (The 
Manufacturer and Builder 1879). 
 
H.B. Smith, Politician 
 
The late 1870s were a time of peace and prosperity for the Smiths.  The company continued to thrive despite 
a nationwide economic downturn, and in 1874, Smith was reportedly “doing a large and flourishing 
business” (RGD&Co 1874:201).  With the village development nearing completion, Agnes focused her 
energies on medicinal products and the New Jersey Mechanic, while H.B. centered his activities on the 
business and his political aspirations.  In 1876, he made his first bid for public office, as the Democratic 
candidate for United States Congress.  He fell 530 votes short in the election but ran again two years later as 
the candidate of both the Democratic and Greenback parties, this time with success.  The celebration was 
short-lived, however, as stories of Smith’s two marriages emerged in the press in the weeks that followed.  
The scandal attracted national, and even international, attention.  Smith’s reaction was complete denial of 
ever having been married to his first wife Eveline, and the furor eventually blew over.  The Smiths moved to 
Washington in 1879.   
 
Smith served only one term in Congress, losing his reelection bid in 1880.  His brief tenure was 
unremarkable, although “he was true to his goal of being a representative who addressed those issues for 
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which experience had qualified him and who remained above any improper influence” (Bolger 1980b:146).  
One of those “issues for which experience had qualified him” was protecting the interests of American 
inventors.  In 1880, he advocated on the House floor for appropriations to publish U.S. Patent Office records.  
According to Smith: 

By this mean policy of obliging inventors to grope in the dark the country perhaps loses both 
inventions and inventors.  What our inventors want and should have is a condensed description of 
every patent ever issued.  There should be enough of these published to allow every inventor to have 
access to them (quoted in Bolger 1980b:148).  

In 1882, Smith would again find himself candidate for public office, this time, the New Jersey Senate.  He 
served one term but did not run for reelection. 
 
The H.B. Smith Company and the Star Bicycle 
 
As noted previously, the H.B. Smith Machine Company diversified production after its incorporation in 
1878, with the Star bicycle its most important new product.  The 1870s and 1880s were the heyday of the 
high-wheel bicycle, or “ordinary,” in America.  The ordinary was popular with wealthy young men, who 
formed clubs and raced their bicycles; its high-wheel design virtually prohibited its use by unathletic men 
and by women constrained by contemporary dress codes.  Riding the ordinary carried with it an element of 
danger, as accidents typically resulted in a headfirst fall over the front wheel (Wilson 2004:17-22). 
 
The design of the Star bicycle attempted to address the issue of headfirst accidents by moving the small 
wheel in front and giving it the steering function.  The Star also differed from the ordinary in its use of a 
treadle drive mechanism rather than a crank drive (Wilson 2004:22).  The bicycle was invented by George 
Pressey of Hammonton, who first demonstrated his prototype to representatives of the H.B. Smith Machine 
Company at Smithville in 1880.  The same year, the parties contracted to a manufacturing agreement, and 
Pressey moved to Smithville to refine the bicycle’s design for production.   
 
Pressey completed his design in 1881, but he frequently clashed with the company over subsequent 
modifications and improvements as it moved into production.  His original design met with limited success; 
however, a modified version developed by William Kelley, patented in 1885, was a great improvement over 
the original and achieved popularity among riders (Hadland and Lessing 2014:34).  During the 12-month 
period beginning in September 1882, the company produced 38 Star bicycles; the number increased to 237 
over the following year (Gabriele 2011:34-35). Pressey would later sue the H.B. Smith Machine Company 
for royalties on the Star bicycle (New York Times 4 June 1887). 
 
The H.B. Smith Machine Company continued to experiment with the designs during the late nineteenth 
century in an effort to address the safety issues of contemporary bicycles.  One approach tried by many 
manufacturers, including Smith, was adding a third wheel to improve stability.  This had the added 
advantage of making the vehicle accessible to women and less athletic men (Wilson 2004:20-21).  In 1887 
and 1888, the H.B. Smith Machine Company offered tricycles in their product line.  A Smith tricycle, as well 
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as a Star and a Pony Star (a smaller version of the Star), are preserved in the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Museum of American History in Washington (Smithsonian Institution 2014).   
 
Bolger indicates that the decline of the Star bicycle’s popularity began around 1886 due in large part to the 
emergence of the modern safety bicycle.  Kelley worked on a safety bicycle design, which was produced by 
the company, but never with the success of the Star.  Nevertheless, newspaper and journal advertisements 
and notices suggest that bicycle development and production continued at least through the 1890s.  A notice 
published in The Iron Age in December 1892 indicated that the company: 

make[s] only high-grade wheels and sell[s] them largely through agencies, while at the same time they 
have direct trade with riders who have machines made to order, sometimes embodying little 
conveniences of their own.  Their line of wheels for 1893 include the Rover Star with hollow frame 
and pneumatic tire, the new Diamond Frame Lever Safety, in two styles, the Special Pony Star, and 
the Lady’s Lever Bicycle with cushion tires (The Iron Age 1892). 

The H.B. Smith Machine Company also manufactured bicycles for other designers.  In 1897, it began 
production of chainless bicycles for the Howard Chainless Cycle Company of Newark.  Incorporated two 
years earlier, the Howard company’s Newark plant reportedly could not meet the demand for its products 
(Trenton Evening Times, 30 December 1897).  The Smith company continued to produce Howard chainless 
bikes through at least February 1898 (The Age of Steel 1898b). 
 
During the same period, the company continued to manufacture woodworking machinery, but its creative 
energies were focused on vehicles:  bicycles, tricycles, and even a flying machine.  Perhaps of greatest 
interest was a steam-powered tricycle.  H.B. Smith was directly involved in its development, which began in 
1886, although it is not clear how much of the design was his own.  The patent for the vehicle was not 
awarded until after H.B.’s death in 1887, however, and it was never manufactured by the company.  A 
reporter for the Trenton Evening Times described the H.B. Smith Machine Company during this period: 

Smithville and bicycle have come to be synonymous terms.  Here in the great factories are made the 
“Star” pattern of “machine,” those steel horses, which with their riders will spin o’er beaten highways, 
cut their course through sandy roads, or drive their impetuous advance along stony streets.…[Y]our 
correspondent “toured” the establishment.  In one shop were the great steel rims; there the long strands 
of rubber for tires. At benches sat men who fastened spokes into the hub, whilst others made the 
complicated axles.  There were, too, the great polishing machines and a room where electro-plating 
with dynamos was done.  Then, again, in another portion of the works wood-planing machines and 
apparatus for casting iron and queer inventions for locomotion were to be seen.  Altogether Smithville 
is a machinists’ paradise (Soames 1887). 

H.B. Smith’s Final Years 
While the Star bicycle was still in its earliest stage of development, Agnes Smith died of cancer in January 
1881 at the age of 42.  H.B., then 64 years old and near the end of his first and only term in Congress, was 
devastated by her death.  The loss of Agnes’s influence and the changing production focus of the company 
played out upon the landscape of Smithville in the years that followed.  The farmland, which had been 
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operated by the company from the time of its acquisition, was now leased to individual farmers, and the 
gristmill on the property was closed.  As interpreted by Bolger, these acts indicated “the abandonment of the 
full industrial-agricultural plan that had been developed” to that point in the village (Bolger 1980b:156).  
Other changes included the installation of a billiards room and tobacco shop in Mechanics Hall in a meeting 
room formerly used by various community improvement organizations.   
 
Smith also embarked on a period of construction at the mansion after Agnes’s death.  Beginning in 1881, he 
oversaw construction of additions between the old ice house/root cellar building and the barn on the northern 
limit of the property.  These additions included a new billiard building with vaulted ceiling, bar, card room, 
and bowling alley.  Often referred to as the casino or political annex, the rooms were used by Smith to 
entertain his political allies.  During this period he also assembled a zoo on his property and built a 
conservatory on the southern side of the gardener’s house.  As with the construction at the farm complex, 
Smith designed the additions himself, and the construction incorporated 12-inch thick brick walls and iron 
roofing components. 
 
In 1883, the village remained a model company town: 

[T]he Smithville of to-day knows only peace and prosperity.  Its population sober, law-abiding, and 
industrious, it has its numerous, most comfortable, and attractive homes.  Its extensive boarding-
house, its store, its public hall, its library and reading-room, its fine building and grading school, and 
its one church edifice (Methodist), all is the outgrowth of its large manufacturing interests, giving 
proof, too, of vast energy with its crown of success (Woodward 1883:313). 

Shortly after, Smith completed the last of his construction projects in the Smithville.  In 1886, he oversaw 
construction of new housing in the lower part of the village, south of the creek along Forest Avenue.  The 
dwellings were two-and-one-half-story, frame double houses, traditional in design.  The zoo area was also 
extended around this time. 
 
Smithville under the H.B. Smith Machine Company 
 
H.B. Smith died at home in 1887.  In his will, Smith left his estate in trust “to be used in establishing and 
constructing a school for apprentices and young mechanics.”  Smith’s first wife and children contested the 
will, however, miring his estate in the court system for a decade.  In the meantime, a board of trustees 
continued to operate the H.B. Smith Machine Company and manage the village property.  
 
It was during this era that the Mount Holly and Smithville Bicycle Railway Company constructed a bicycle 
railway to link Smithville with Mount Holly, where a growing number of the Smith Machine Company’s 
employees lived.  Invented by Arthur E. Hotchkiss, the bicycle railway was conceived to transport riders at 
speeds up to 18 miles per hour.  The railway had an upper rail, upon which the rider sat between two wheels, 
and a lower rail, where a third wheel provided balance.  The bicycle was propelled forward by the rider 
pumping the pedals up and down, rather than in a rotary motion. Both one- and two-seat models were 
developed.  Novel in concept, the railway had practical limitations that ultimately led to its demise:  riders 
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traveling at different speeds could not easily be accommodated, and a second rail was needed to permit 
transportation in both directions. The railway opened in 1892 and operated until 1898.  Although bicycle 
railways were also constructed in Atlantic City, Ocean City, and Gloucester, these were intended for 
entertainment rather than transportation between two points.  Similarly, two circular tracks were built at the 
Pleasure Beach amusement park in Great Yarmouth, England, in 1895; these were the longest-lived of the 
railways, operating until 1909 (EDP24 2009).  
 
The company’s focus turned back toward its roots around the turn of the twentieth century as the enthusiasm 
for bicycle production waned.  It exhibited woodworking machinery at the 1893 World’s Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago along with its bicycles and its bicycle railway, including a variation in which the 
bicycle hung beneath the rail.  A notice in The Age of Steel in 1898 indicated that this “venerable and 
important concern” was in the process of “remodeling its entire line of already standard tools” (The Age of 
Steel 1898a:24). 
 
Captain Elton A. Smith 
 
In 1897, the battle over H.B. Smith’s will, between the trustees charged with founding a school for 
mechanics and Smith’s first wife and children, was finally settled in favor of the family.  His eldest son, 
Captain Elton A. Smith, settled with the other living heirs, assuming complete ownership of the estate.  Born 
in 1848 in Vermont, Elton had worked for his father in his youth, first in Lowell and, later, in Smithville.  
His presence had been an unwelcome reminder to Agnes of H.B.’s first wife and children, however, and he 
was soon sent away.  He settled in Savannah, Georgia, where he amassed a fortune of his own as part-owner 
of a stevedore business.  Thus, Elton A. Smith was already a successful and experienced businessman when 
he assumed his father’s role as the controlling shareholder in the H.B. Smith Machine Company.  At the 
time, his holdings included homes in Woodstock, Vermont, and Savannah, Georgia; his stevedore business; 
one of the largest dairy farms in Vermont; and a rice plantation in Georgia. 
 
By 1900, Smith and his family had relocated to Smithville, where they occupied the mansion.  Captain Smith 
made improvements to the factory and machinery, and annual production increased.  According to his 
obituary: 

Captain Smith…soon became the ruling spirit of the H.B. Smith Machine Co., infusing his energy into 
every department of the works.  He immediately adopted the most advanced and progressive methods 
of manufacture, added greater skill to his force of experienced inventors and draughtsmen, increased 
his sales force, established branch stores and agencies, and by the very strength of his vigorous 
character forced greater results out of the enterprise (The St. Louis Lumberman 1917). 

State industrial directories published during the early twentieth century indicate that the village population 
fluctuated during Elton Smith’s era, from a high of 600 in 1906 to less than half that number in 1915 (New 
Jersey Bureau of Statistics [NJBS] 1901, 1906, 1909, 1912, 1915).  Employment also fluctuated.  In 1901, 
the company had 270 employees, but by 1906 the number had dropped to 175 men (NJBS 1901, 1906).  A 
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substantial increase followed, however, with the company reportedly employing 300 people in 1909 and 
1912 (NJBS 1909, 1912).  By 1915, the number of employees had dropped by more than half (NJBS 1915).   
 
For the first time in nearly a decade, new patents were issued to inventors working for the H.B. Smith 
Machine Company under Captain Smith’s leadership.  James L. Perry, an inventor who had started several 
companies of his own prior to coming to Smithville, received two patents related to sandpapering machines 
in 1900. And the following year, William O. Vivarttas received three different patents related to 
woodworking machinery (Vintage Machinery 2014).  Both Perry and Vivarttas were resident in the boarding 
house in Smithville in 1900 (US Census 1900).  
 
Although Smith actively worked to improve the company’s business, he made virtually no changes in the 
village, instead maintaining the property as designed and built by his father.  He did, however, purchase 
additional agricultural land and establish a dairy farm on the existing farm property.  During his ownership, 
two public construction projects occurred in Smithville village.  The first was a new school built by 
Eastampton Township to replace the brick building constructed by H.B. Smith, which “was used until the 
State condemned it because of inadequate lighting and ventilating facilities” (Burlington County 
Supervisors’ Association 1943:71).  Located just south of the millpond, near the houses on Forest Avenue, 
the two-room, frame schoolhouse was reportedly under construction in 1906 (NJBS 1906).  The building was 
later enlarged to include a third classroom, c.1925 (New Jersey Department of Public Instruction 1923, 
1928).  In 1940, it was remodeled and the clapboard siding covered in brick veneer (Burlington County 
Supervisors’ Association 1943:71-72).     
 
The second construction project in the village was initiated by Burlington County.  Prior to 1914, the bridge 
carrying Smithville Road over the North Branch of Rancocas Creek was a wooden structure with stone 
abutments.  In March of that year, the Board of Freeholders approved an advertisement for bids for a 
concrete structure in Smithville (Mount Holly Herald [MHH] 7 March 1914).  Two months later, the contract 
was awarded to the F.R. Long-W.G. Broadhurst Company of Hackensack (MHH 9 May 1914).  The 
company and its predecessor, the F.R. Long Company, built numerous steel and concrete bridges in New 
Jersey during the early twentieth century.  The Smithville Road Bridge was noteworthy due to its use of 
precast reinforced concrete piles driven for use in the substructure of the bridge piers.  It is the earliest 
example of this type of construction in the state (A.G. Lichtenstein & Associates 1994: 03E440).   In 1919, 
the county added a concrete retaining wall extending along Smithville Road north of the bridge.  The bridge 
was rehabilitated and its concrete members covered with gunite in 1949. 
 
Smithville Since 1917 
 
Captain Smith died in February 1917, and controlling interests in the H.B. Smith Machine Company passed 
to his sons Allen and Erle.  Neither possessed the management skills nor shared the enthusiasm for the 
business of their father and grandfather.  A leadership vacuum was created in the years that followed with the 
passing of longtime employees like Joseph J. White in 1924 and William S. Kelley in 1929, and both the 
company and the village of Smithville began a steady decline. The problems were exacerbated by the Great 
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Depression of the 1930s.  During the 1930s and early 1940s, the number of company employees dropped to 
around 50, marking a steep decline from the period of Captain Smith’s presidency (NJBS 1931, 1938, 1941).    
 
During the 1940s and 1950s, the family began selling off farmland and razing many of the notable buildings 
and structures.  The Mechanics House was removed in 1948, and soon after the brick worker houses on Back 
Street and five of the dwellings on Forest Avenue were removed.  Train service to Smithville ended during 
the early 1950s.  In 1962, the mansion was sold, although Captain Smith’s two surviving children, Verona 
and Hilda, remained in the village in one of the smaller houses on Park Avenue.  The H.B. Smith Machine 
Company was disbanded in 1976, and a successor company continued to operate the factories through the 
1980s.  
 
In 1975, the Burlington County Board of Chosen Freeholders acquired the property for development as the 
County’s first park.  Soon after, noted preservation architect John M. Dickey prepared research and 
restoration recommendations for the mansion, worker housing, and industrial complex (Dickey 1978[?]).  
Today, the house is operated as a museum, and a Master Plan completed in 2006 guides the preservation and 
use of the remaining buildings. 
 
Archaeology 
 
The archaeological potential of the Smithville Historic District is high due to the continuous historic 
occupation of the site from c.1750 through the late twentieth century.  Previous archaeological investigations 
at the site have uncovered evidence of prehistoric Native American occupation in the area, as well.  The most 
extensive archaeological survey was conducted in 1996 in connection with a reconstruction project for the 
Smithville dam.  Among the findings were remains of the Parker Grist Mill and Saw Mill complex, the 
earlier mill dams, and the hydropower system for the cotton factory and machine shops, as well as the 
embankment of the former Mount Holly and Smithville bicycle railway (Hartwick 1996).   
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Verbal Boundary Description  
No change to the National Register district boundary is proposed. 

 
Boundary Justification 

The boundary as established in the original National Register nomination for the Smithville Historic District 
includes all contributing resources identified in the additional documentation. Thus, no boundary change is 
necessary. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

For photographs 1 through 9 
 
Photographer:  Lynn Alpert 
Date:  May 2, 2014 
Location of original images: Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc. 
    259 Prospect Plains Road, Building D 
    Cranbury, New Jersey  
 
 

1. Mansion (Inventory #1), south elevation. View northeast from garden walkway.  
2. Mansion, east elevation. View west from Smithville Road. 
3. Worker housing fronting the North Branch of Rancocas Creek (Inventory #2 in foreground).  View 

northwest from River Street. 
4. Smithville Road Bridge (Inventory #26). View northeast from the south bank of the creek.  The brick 

building in the background is located outside of the historic district boundaries.   
5. Smithville Road Bridge.  View northwest from the bridge.  The Gothic Revival-style cottage and the 

mansion complex walls are visible in the background. 
6. Replacement bridge connecting the factory complex with Smithville Road via River Street (Inventory #27).  

View southeast from River Street. 
7. Reconstructed Smithville dam (Inventory #28). View south from parking lot. 
8. Reconstructed gazebo (Inventory #29), south of the worker housing.  View facing west from the 

intersection of Park Avenue and River Street. 
9. 718 Smithville Road (Inventory #30).  View east from Smithville Road. 

 
For photographs 10 through 15 
 
Photographer:  Douglas C. McVarish 
Date:   September 30, 2017 
Location of original images: New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 
    501 East State Street 
    Plaza Building, 4th Floor 
    Trenton, New Jersey 
 
10. Remans of the machine shop and machine shop extension toward northeast. 
11. Wall remains of the office (foreground) and machine shop and extension (background) toward northwest. 
12. Portions of Machine Shops 1 and 2 and Sheds toward northwest. 
13. Portion of foundry walls toward southeast.  
14. Portion of planer shop walls toward southeast. 
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Smithville Historic District Sketch Map. Numbers refer to the building inventory contained in the original 
nomination (#1-25) and Section 7 of the additional documentation (#26-30). Inventory #16 and #24 are 

no longer extant. 
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Photo Location Map, shmvi.ng district north of Smithville Lake. 
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1856 Plan of a Valuable Spool Cotton Manufactory, Shrevev:ille (from Bolger 19806). 
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l881 Ernest Hcxamer, H.B. Smith Machine Company's Works. 
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1904 l'viap of Smithville, N.J. (from Bolger 1980b). 
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The 1904 nup did not include the farm buildings on the c,1st side of Smith\"ille Road. 
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Hezekiah B. Smith, c.1860, and Agnes Gilkerson, c.1865 (from Bolger 19806). 
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View of Smithville from the New Jersey Mechanic masthead, 1872 (from Bolger 1980b). 
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Smithville, c.1876 (from Bolger 19806). 
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Pony Star bicycle, 1881, and Smith tricycle, 1888 (from Smithsonian Institution 2014). 
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Steam Tricycle Patent, 1889. 
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H.B. Smith Machine Works poster, undated (from t\rtnet 2014). 
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Mount .Holly and Smithville Bicycle Railroad, undated (from Bolger 19806). 
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1949 Shotcrcte repairs, Bridge #E4.44, Smithville (from Burlington County Engineering Office). 
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1986 photos of remains of factory buildings 
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Remains of factory building in Smithville, workers’ housing on Park Avenue in background. Camera facing north (1974 photo). 
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Lisa Deline 
NPS - National Register 
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Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Deline: 
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The New Jersey Historic Preservation Office is re-submitting the National Register 
nomination for the Smithville Historic District (Additional Documentation), in Burlington 
County, New Jersey - National Register reference number 77000856, for National Register 
consideration. The nomination was returned for substantive and technical issues. All changes 
have been made in compliance with your recommendations. 

If you have any further questions or comments, please contact Bob Craig of the Historic 
Preservation Office staff by email at bob.craig@dep. nj .gov or by phone at ( 609) 984-0541. 

Attachments 

KJM/kjc 

Zt' · 
Kallie~~ 
Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer 
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21512019 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - [EXTERNAL] Smithville Historic District additional documentation 

Deline, Lisa <lisa_deline@nps.gov> 

[EXTERNAL] Smithville Historic District additional documentation 
1 message 

McVarish, Doug <Doug.McVarish@dep.nj.gov> 
To: "lisa_deline@nps.gov" <lisa_deline@nps.gov> 

Lisa--

Thu, Aug 23, 2018 at 11 :29 AM 

I am afraid that the wrong documentation may have been sent to you. I cannot be totally sure, because our 
administrative assistant extraordinaire, Kat Cannelongo, has retired to North Carolina. Looking at the pdf I think you were 
sent, I can understand your evident frustration. It lacks additional documentation that I prepared, and l will have to check, 
but I believe it also does not have many of the corrections I made based upon NPS review comments. 

Would it be possible to give me a week or so to insure that the proper documentation is transmitted to you and that all the 
review comments are indeed addressed? I greatly apologize for this, and I would like to assure you that it will not happen 
again. 

Douglas McVarish 

Douglas C. McVarish 

Historic Preservation Specialist 2 

New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 

NJDEP 
P.O. Box 420 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420 

(609) 633-2396 

doug.mcvarish@dep.nj.gov 

https:1/mail.google.comlmail/u/0?ik=a 7cfc1 abe5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1609604206157054271 % 7Cmsg-f%3A 16096042061570... 111 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Oct. 1990) 

United States Department of the Interior 
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NAt REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

This form is ror use in nomlnaUng or requesting determinations or eligibility ror individual properties or districts. See instructions in HOl'I to Complete the National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "'x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested . If 
an item does not apply lo the property being documented, enter "NIA" for ''not applicable." For functions, archilectural classirication. materials and areas of significance, 
enter only categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-000a). Use a 
typewriter, word processor, or computer, lo complete all items. • 

1. Name of Property 

historic name Smithville • listoric District (Additional Documentation) 

other names/site number 

2. Location 

street & number Smithville Road; Forest, Railroad, Park and :tvlaple Avenues; River Street 
and Smithville Lake 

city or town Eastampton Township 

state New Jersey code NJ 
-"'----

county Burlington code 005 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

D not for publication 

D vicinity 

zip code _0_8_06_0 __ _ 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I certify that this ~ nomination 

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
[xl meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D J1aU01-ljll!¥-- D statewide [SJ locally. 0 Se~ continuation sheet for additional comments. 

~, l fi.=~ --· (-h s 1-- ~~\M\S.~to,lC-t>-- >/ ·2..'1 (q 
Signature of certifying officialfr ille Date 

State or Federal a enc i--1Jc1 b~e~ 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria . D See continuation sheet for 
additional comments. 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

Stale or Federal a enc and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the 
National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

0 removed from the National 
Register. 

0 other, (explain:) 

Dale 
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[EXTERNAL] Smithville Historic District map 
1 message 

McVarish, Doug <Doug.McVarish@dep.nj.gov> 
To: "lisa_deline@nps.gov" <lisa_deline@nps.gov> 

Deline, Lisa <lisa_deline@nps.gov> 

Wed, Feb 13, 2019 at 10:43 AM 

Lisa: Attached is the map drawn up by our GIS staff for the Smithville district. Please let me know if you need any Section 
10 language in addition to the map. 

Thanks. 

Douglas 

Douglas C. Mc Yarish 

Historic Preservation Specialist 2 

New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 

NJDEP 
P.O. Box 420 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420 

(609) 633-2396 

doug .mcvarish@dep.nj .gov 

LJ Smithville H.D. coordinates.pdf 
• 1583K 

https://mail.google .com/mail/u/0?ik=a 7cfc1 abe5&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A 1625369059629862668% 7Cmsg-f%3A 16253690596298... 1 /1 
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