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Theodore Roosevelt Elementary School is located on 17th Street between
Duncan and Columbia Streets in Louisville's Portland neighborhood. The
area is primarily residential in character, but is interspersed with
commercial and industrial buildings.

Roosevelt School is a three-story, brown brick structure in a modified
Renaissance Revival style. The original building had only two stories,
the third floor being added four years later, in 1870. The present school
complex includes two twentieth-century additions.

The main facade consists of five bays, articulated by pilasters. The
central, slightly projecting bay contains the round-arched entry and a
round-arched window in each story above. The windows and entryway are
capped by stone arches with pronounced keystones. The entrance itself
has paneled double doors topped by a horizontal transom, with radiating
panes.. A low pediment crowns this central pavilion. The flanking bays
have shallow recessed areas pierced by double-hung sash windows wiith
twelve-over-twelve lights and stone lintels and sills.

A three-story, brick addition to the rear of the original building
dates form 1915. The structure is essentially square, but a narrow
corridor projects forward, connecting it to the older building, and
rearward to form a back entry hall. Like the earlier buidling, the
walls of the addition are articulated by pilasters and recessed areas
pierced by windows. Fenestration in the upper stories is in groups of
two or five windows on a common sill, with six-over-six lights, A
concrete belt course runs through the raised basement and above the
windows of this level, A simple cornice and overhanging eaves accent
the line of the low-piteched roof.

In 1954, a two and one-half story brick addition was built to the
north of the original school building and comnected to it by a one-
story enclosed passageway. It contains classrooms and a cafeteria for
the entire school.

This nomination includes one detached structure, namely a one-story,
brick boiler house built in 1915, It is located behind the 1954
addition, on the Duncan Street side of the property.

Three other detached structures- one-story frame 'portable'' classrooms-
are not included in the nomination. They do not meet the age criterion
and have no architectural or historical significance to the school.
Similarly, the asphalt-paved playground behind the school is not a
part of this nomination.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Theodore Roosevelt Elementary School is Louisville's finest Italianate institutional
building remaining from the city's post~ Civil War era of expansion. Roosevelt
- is the oldest, continuously-operating public school in Louisville.

 Originally named Eleventh Ward School, Roosevelt was one of three schoolhouses
built in a similar style at this time by the notable local firm of Bradshaw and

- Brothers. The other two, First and Third Ward schools, have been demolished. Other
surviving examples of the work of H. P. and Richard Bradshaw are St. John's
Evangelical (1866), First Unitarian Church (1872; National Register-April 1976)
and St. Louis Bertrand (1871; National Register-November 1978).

The original two-story building (see photo 5) cost $28,000 and contained eight
classrooms, each of which could accommodate sixty students. Between 1869 and
- 1870, the third story was added and the name changed to Duncan Street School.

The 1914-15 structure, costing $47,558.19, provided twelve additional classrooms.
The architect may have been J. Earl Henry, who was the chief architect and engineer
for the school board at this time.

~ Roosevelt took its present name in 1920 at the request of the student body and
P.T.A. of the school.

By 1922, Roosevelt was the largest white elementary school in Louisville, with an
enrollment of nearly 1,000 pupils. At this time, several noteworthy and
innovative programs were in operation. The school received retarded children from
all over the city's west end. Nutrition classes were offered and special meals
served for underweight children. A shoe shop was also established at the school
as part of a vocational training program.

In recent years, the tradition of a community-oriented educational institution
 has been revived at Roosevelt. Its exemption from the school system's busing
plan allows an opportunity for community involvement that few schools enjoy today.
In conjunction with its regular educational functions, the school houses a drug
education center, a social service agency and a neighborhood museum. Roosevelt
~ School has become a source of community pride and activity in the Portland neighborhood.
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Annual Report of the Trustees of the Male High School, Female High
-uSchool and the Public Schools of Louilsville to the General Council
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Roosevelt, Theodore Elementary School KY. HETAGE
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Louisville, Jefferson
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Begimning at the southwest corner of Duncan and 17th Streets, thence
south along the west right-of-way line of 17th Street 160 feet to a
point, thence west and parallel to Duncan Street 220 feet to a point,
thence north and parallel to 17th Street 160 feet to a point in the
southern right-of-way line of Duncan Street, thence east along said
line 220 feet to the begimning, being a part of Lot 96, Block 15-F
of the City of Louisville, (See Map 1.)
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- Theodore Roosevelt School
222 North 17th Street

Louisville, Jefferson,
Kentucky

‘Sanborn Map Company (1974)
Pelham, New York

Map 1. Samborn Map, vol. 2w,
pP. 15w



A

§
S § |
—_— & q__®
. 2
3§ 2
2 8 3 2
¥ - 8 R
3 .w:“.. u M &
o | X 8 2
§ ool ) 32
g U m Eaa—
o N ey R
A3 L0l _ Y
2
R
37

ST.so

—

22523 o2 T2
1 = : ®
&21| 81 L2921 ) w &
] -
g 2
= &
Gl A311V o Y
N ma i = ”
. 8 =1
LI 2
- @
] 2 x
n R D .
& L g .
-y s
©
| 18 g 3
R g g 3
<
8 e _*
= - "
W) =3 ]
] " -
2 (s o ]
A2 <
=2 s 8
RE —
A
R_g g 3
. g R
261 sgif <RI 3 g 8
- ~ °
sye lozleog) 2z lmel 22| 22| L2 it ow _a__ N
ALl
laW el E (4612 |, €12 b OT - oo » )
SN S |
OFF7 re
0| 28| 19 08°F ¢ @ i
€ i EoR
= 3
i
2 2
iy ~
L ~
0l _A317v__Is -5 L
T &Ll Ly
.h %“‘.\ ”x [ ol u H.
£ ow
I Vv ke g s
: < i 5 &
Nm N R 8 =
M 8 m 28 14 ﬁ R
o
S w D rus * \IN\M N
-4 . B _ h.\\.a L)
2 o & 3 &
5 c N ~ i€ _‘w— L N
T -M“\\\\ 8 O svo M\R fow © N
X w ﬂ
A S Leer } zs\%“ 8 N ”“ 3 w
P2 R A Rl S T R .m.‘lm S —
@
M o \kh L& N
wda I
N @ 773 Tk ] N
§ s~ S TN
m N0 o~ ~
N Nere N 2 &4J
16| 06| e8| 88| 18 98| co| ve| |G o &%
N [y
s 522 [£28 532|052 |3692 |.008 .£92 | LR »e » 51 8 X
®Z | o/ #H. 58 r*3
eS¢ ¥S €5 26 s OS
3 ®
"
=
[7,]
K} A3V
= _ 2 1

ST.eo

15-F 159




. Theodore Roosevelt School

222 North 17th Street

- Louisville, Jefferson,
Kentucky

Jefferson County Real Estate
Atlas (1968)

Map 2, Real Estate Atlas



