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The Reverend Dudley Moore House is situated approximately 600 feet east of Kentucky 
Highway 425, four miles south of Lawrenceburg, the county seat of Anderson, and 
less than a mile north of the Bluegrass Parkway. This dwelling, built ca. 1850, 
occupies a small rise that slopes gently to the southeast, and a complex of build­ 
ings mostly contemporary with the house is located on the incline (see site 
location map).

The dwelling is a central hall frame "I" house with a two-story ell (see photos 
1 and 2). The facade faces west and is of slightly asymmetrical arrangement. 
An exterior brick chimney is at either gabled end of the main block which is 
46 1/2 feet wide, and a one-story porch" spans the front's three bays. Another 
one-story porch runs the entire length of the ell's north. The rear room of 
the ell's ...lower, level ..isof,, log constructions It was w;eathei?bo:arded and con­ 
verted into a kitchen with the erection of the frame house, but a centered 
stone chimney remains. Its smokestack was transformed to brick with the addition 
of a second floor to the ell in 1900.

The interior of the block contains a central hall with an enclosed staircase. 
On either side of the hall is a square parlor with ceilings less than eight 
feet high. Each parlor has a chaste Greek mantel (see photo 3), and all floor­ 
ing and other interior fittings of simple character have been retained. The 
first floor of the ell contains a dining room in addition to the kitchen. A 
small storage room was appended at the southwest corner in 1900, at which time 
the interior walls of every room excepting the parlors were covered with 
clapboardin.g.

The second floor, also reached by an enclosed staircase leading from the dining 
room (see photo 4), contains four chambers and a hall. The fireplaces of these 
rooms have been covered, but mantels remain (see photo 5).

A fine collection of nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century outbuildings 
accompany the house (see site location map). A spring mound and house are in close 
proximity to the northeast (see photo 8), and a board-and-batten cattle barn and 
storage shed are to the far southeast (see photo 6). There is also a log crib 
with half-dovetail notching (see photo 7), and other outbuildings, all of frame 
construction, include^ a carriage house, a hen house, a laundry house, a wood 
house, a privy, and several storage sheds. All components of the complex are in 
either good or fair condition.

The nomination involves a rectangular lot of ten acres to include all the outbuildings, 
The house and its appurtenances have a pleasant setting on a gently rolling knoll, 
and many mature trees mostly maples, surround the residence. The lawn of the 
house is bordered by plank fencing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Reverend William Dudley Moore House, located four miles south of Lawrenceburg 
in rural Anderson County, was the lifelong home of the county's most well-known 
and most-beloved minister. During his long career spanning half a century, Brother 
Moore, as he chose to be called, performed 928 marriages,;1400 funerals, and over 
1,000 baptisms.

Architecturally, the Reverend Moore House is notable in being a frame "I" house- 
with-ell, unaltered since 1900. Along with the house is an amazingly intact complex 
of eleven outbuildings, all frame and all apparently of no later construction than 
1900.

Dudley Moore was born on June 9, 1856 on the farm in rural Anderson County where 
he spent his entire life. He was the only son of Hamilton G. Moore and Lucy Ann 
Search Moore. Both of his parents were descendants of Revolutionary soldier of 
Anderson County, his father being a grandson of Daniel Plough and his mother was a 
great-granddaughter of Richard Searcy. His father, who died in 1857, was a veteran 
of the Mexican War and saw action at Buena Vista (Forest Shely, His Leaf Shall Not 
Wither, p.l; Lewis McKee, A History of Anderson County, p. 83).

The Moore farm was acquired by his grandmother, Sallie Morton Searcy, and his 
mother, Lucy Ann Searcy, in 1849 from the Thomas McCall heirs (Anderson County Deed 
Book G, pp. 368-369). The two-story frame "I" house was constructed ca. 1848-50, 
and it is uncertain whether it was built by the McCall or Searcy family.

Young Moore received his education at the one-room rural school close to his home 
and later at the Lawrenceburg Seminary. After completion of his studies at the 
Lawrenceburg Seminary, he attended Georgetown College in Kentucky (Shely, p. 1).

In 1886, after several years of supply preaching, he made his decision to devot... 
his life to the ministry, and in May of the same year was ordained at the Salvisa 
Baptist Church in Anderson County. For the next forty-nine years Brother Moore served 
as minister in several local Anderson, Jessamine, and Mercer County churches, including 
over thirty years at both Old Goshen Church and Shawnee Run Church (Ibid., pp. 2-3).

During his many years as a minister, Reverend Moore became a well-known figure to the 
citizens of Anderson County, officiating at countless baptisms, marriages, and funerals. 
Many a young couple were married in the parlor of his house which Brother Moore 
aptly called the "Marrying Room."
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In addition to his religious career, Brother Moore also served as Superintendent 
of Anderson County Schools from 1891 to 1901 (Ibid., p. 6).

Reverend Moore left an indelible mark on Anderson County. Following his 
death in 1935, approximately 4,000 people attended his funeral held at the old 
farmhouse (Anderson News, August 8, 1935, p. 1). So great was the people's 
affection and esteem for Brother Moore that half the population of Anderson County 
came to his funeral (Kentucky Department of Commerce, Kentucky Deskbook of 
Economic Statistics, p. 3). It was said that his was the largest funeral 
ever held in the county.

The frame house holds architectural interest in being an unaltered frame 
"I" house-with-ell. The only modern convenience is electricity installed 
in the 1960s. Plumbing has never been provided.

In 1900, a second level was added to the ell, a frame room was built at the 
southeast corner of the house, and all rooms excepting the parlors were clapboarded 
on their interiors. The farm includes eleven frame outbuildings, none of which 
appear to be later than 1900. Among the outbuildings is a log crib, and two 
board-and-batten farm buildings. The house and its appurtenances combine to 
represent a self-sufficient farm an entity capable of providing all its daily 
needs.
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The Reverend Dudley Moore House is situated approximately 600 feet east of Kentucky 
Highway 425, four miles south of Lawrenceburg, the county seat of Anderson, and 
less than a mile north of the Bluegrass Parkway. This dwelling, built ca. 1850, 
occupies a small rise that slopes gently to the southeast, and a complex of build­ 
ings mostly contemporary with the house is located on the incline (see site 
location map).

The dwelling is a central hall frame "I" house with a two-story ell (see photos 
1 and 2). The facade faces west and is of slightly asymmetrical arrangement. 
An exterior brick chimney is at either gabled end of the main block which is 
46 1/2 feet wide, and a one-story porch" spans the front's three bays. Another 
one-story porch runs the entire length of the ell's north. The rear room of 
the ell's ...lower, level ..isof,, log constructions It was w;eathei?bo:arded and con­ 
verted into a kitchen with the erection of the frame house, but a centered 
stone chimney remains. Its smokestack was transformed to brick with the addition 
of a second floor to the ell in 1900.

The interior of the block contains a central hall with an enclosed staircase. 
On either side of the hall is a square parlor with ceilings less than eight 
feet high. Each parlor has a chaste Greek mantel (see photo 3), and all floor­ 
ing and other interior fittings of simple character have been retained. The 
first floor of the ell contains a dining room in addition to the kitchen. A 
small storage room was appended at the southwest corner in 1900, at which time 
the interior walls of every room excepting the parlors were covered with 
clapboardin.g.

The second floor, also reached by an enclosed staircase leading from the dining 
room (see photo 4), contains four chambers and a hall. The fireplaces of these 
rooms have been covered, but mantels remain (see photo 5).

A fine collection of nineteenth-century and early twentieth-century outbuildings 
accompany the house (see site location map). A spring mound and house are in close 
proximity to the northeast (see photo 8), and a board-and-batten cattle barn and 
storage shed are to the far southeast (see photo 6). There is also a log crib 
with half-dovetail notching (see photo 7), and other outbuildings, all of frame 
construction, include^ a carriage house, a hen house, a laundry house, a wood 
house, a privy, and several storage sheds. All components of the complex are in 
either good or fair condition.

The nomination involves a rectangular lot of ten acres to include all the outbuildings, 
The house and its appurtenances have a pleasant setting on a gently rolling knoll, 
and many mature trees mostly maples, surround the residence. The lawn of the 
house is bordered by plank fencing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Reverend William Dudley Moore House, located four miles south of Lawrenceburg 
in rural Anderson County, was the lifelong home of the county's most well-known 
and most-beloved minister. During his long career spanning half a century, Brother 
Moore, as he chose to be called, performed 928 marriages,;1400 funerals, and over 
1,000 baptisms.

Architecturally, the Reverend Moore House is notable in being a frame "I" house- 
with-ell, unaltered since 1900. Along with the house is an amazingly intact complex 
of eleven outbuildings, all frame and all apparently of no later construction than 
1900.

Dudley Moore was born on June 9, 1856 on the farm in rural Anderson County where 
he spent his entire life. He was the only son of Hamilton G. Moore and Lucy Ann 
Search Moore. Both of his parents were descendants of Revolutionary soldier of 
Anderson County, his father being a grandson of Daniel Plough and his mother was a 
great-granddaughter of Richard Searcy. His father, who died in 1857, was a veteran 
of the Mexican War and saw action at Buena Vista (Forest Shely, His Leaf Shall Not 
Wither, p.l; Lewis McKee, A History of Anderson County, p. 83).

The Moore farm was acquired by his grandmother, Sallie Morton Searcy, and his 
mother, Lucy Ann Searcy, in 1849 from the Thomas McCall heirs (Anderson County Deed 
Book G, pp. 368-369). The two-story frame "I" house was constructed ca. 1848-50, 
and it is uncertain whether it was built by the McCall or Searcy family.

Young Moore received his education at the one-room rural school close to his home 
and later at the Lawrenceburg Seminary. After completion of his studies at the 
Lawrenceburg Seminary, he attended Georgetown College in Kentucky (Shely, p. 1).

In 1886, after several years of supply preaching, he made his decision to devot... 
his life to the ministry, and in May of the same year was ordained at the Salvisa 
Baptist Church in Anderson County. For the next forty-nine years Brother Moore served 
as minister in several local Anderson, Jessamine, and Mercer County churches, including 
over thirty years at both Old Goshen Church and Shawnee Run Church (Ibid., pp. 2-3).

During his many years as a minister, Reverend Moore became a well-known figure to the 
citizens of Anderson County, officiating at countless baptisms, marriages, and funerals. 
Many a young couple were married in the parlor of his house which Brother Moore 
aptly called the "Marrying Room."

fcontinuedV



[MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Anderson County Deed Book G, pp. 368-369.

Anderson County Historical Society. Funerals Performed by Reverend William 
Dudley Moore, 1886-1935. Lawrenceburg: by the author, 1936.

(continued)

10
QUADRANGLE NAME McBrayer Quadrangle

UTM REFERENCES

A|l t 6] l6J8i6l7i4rQl I 4i 2JQt 5] 9t 61 QJ
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

|6|8,6|4i8,Q| |4i2lo,5|8,0,ol

El , I I I i I . . I I 

r.l I II i I', i I L

___ QUADRANGLE SCALE 1^24000

ell. 6j | 61 8. 6l7.4.0| I 4. 2J Q. 5| 8. T.t QJ
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

Dlli6| I-6l 8t6J4i 8iol I U\ -A Oi s| Qt fit nl

F|___| I I . I . i I I . I . I . . I

I . i I Hi I I I I . I » I I 1 . | . I . . I
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Beginning flt point A> proceeding 5 20 ft. south to point 

B; thenee 900 ft. -west--to* point f- ! G; thence ^520" ft, north -to point -D; thence ^-©O^ft. 
east to-"=point A. . -•;- ;-•.'"•-----.:-- :^_-''-_.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

William G. Johnson, Sr. Historian; Daniel Kidd Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION

Kentucky Heritage Commission
DATE 

August 1978
STREET & NUMBER

104 Bridge Street
TELEPHONE

564-3741
CITY OR TOWN

Frankfort
STATE

Kentucky

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE__. LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service

TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer

GPO 921-803



Form No 10-300a 
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

Reverend Dudley Moore House 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2

In addition to his religious career, Brother Moore also served as Superintendent 
of Anderson County Schools from 1891 to 1901 (Ibid., p. 6).

Reverend Moore left an indelible mark on Anderson County. Following his 
death in 1935, approximately 4,000 people attended his funeral held at the old 
farmhouse (Anderson News, August 8, 1935, p. 1). So great was the people's 
affection and esteem for Brother Moore that half the population of Anderson County 
came to his funeral (Kentucky Department of Commerce, Kentucky Deskbook of 
Economic Statistics, p. 3). It was said that his was the largest funeral 
ever held in the county.

The frame house holds architectural interest in being an unaltered frame 
"I" house-with-ell. The only modern convenience is electricity installed 
in the 1960s. Plumbing has never been provided.

In 1900, a second level was added to the ell, a frame room was built at the 
southeast corner of the house, and all rooms excepting the parlors were clapboarded 
on their interiors. The farm includes eleven frame outbuildings, none of which 
appear to be later than 1900. Among the outbuildings is a log crib, and two 
board-and-batten farm buildings. The house and its appurtenances combine to 
represent a self-sufficient farm an entity capable of providing all its daily 
needs.
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