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1. Name

historic ADAMS BUILDING

and/or common same

2. Location

NO. 1024-0018
10/31/84 -

For NPS use only

MY 23 1983

date entered

received

street & number 13722-1368 Hancock Stpeet® 1 -9 Temple Stpee*bfe”ot for publication
city, town [l illuVia
uinc vidinity of AMMAMM

Idae M as%c'hugetts code 025 %oumy NOTfolk aode’ 021
3. Ciassification
Category Ownership - Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) X private unoccupied JS commercial park

structure both worit in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessibie entertainment religious

object .in process yes: restricted government scientific

V  being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
rare Adams Building Realty Trust. William tf. Bunker. Trustee
drest& numbe P.O. Box 5"
. In-
aty,tomn  Waban N/A _ vicinity of state MA
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Norfolk County Registry of Deeds
street & number 603 High Street
aty,tomn  Dedham state MA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

inventory of Historic Assets of
title the Commonwealth, #239 has this property been determined eligible? yes no
date 1978 federal  X_state county local
depository for survey records Mass. Historical Commission
city, town Boston state MA



SATZTsZTIILIZ Adams uuixuingS - _Xjjoo Mancock 2-treet
e UeSCripilOn 1-9 Temple Street, Quihcy. MA
Condition Check one Check one
— 1" excellent deteriorated A  unaltered original site N/A
good ruins altered moved date 1
X fair unexposed

in
( onTT I _ .
Describe the BFS%%M and original (if known) physical appearance

The Adans Building i sa |arge Jacobethan Revival conmercial structure |ocated
in thecenter of Quincy's business district. _Surround|n% properties

include thel7th centurP/ Hancock Cenetery, City Hall (18"-4), the First
Parish Church (1826), all National Register, and several late 19th to

early 20th century masonry commercial buildings. The 3?7 story, crescent-
shaped building occupies a | ot of about 15,000 square feet of land, with

no rront or side setbacks. '

Heavy timber framng supports a pseudo-half-timber facade and steep gable
roof; thelatter i ssheathed i nslate shingles and flares at t he eaves.

The irregular plan of theAdans Building results i na repetitious but
irregular facade, consisting general ly of (modern) ground floor storefronts,
overhanging second and third stories, perpendicular half-timbering fram ng
stucco panels, grouped 2/2 w ndows, frequent bay w ndows, and seven steeply
pitched cross gables. O thesecond floor, flush and bay wi ndows have
stained and | eaded gl ass transansj thecross gables feature multi-paned
sash. Brick fire walls with projecting “steppedgables divide the building
into three irregular sections and culmnate i ncorbelled chimeys.

The Adans Building was constructed i ntwo phases. The first section
(1880-85) i sthewest Blevation, frontin% on Hancock Street. | naddition
to theoverall motifs described above, this sectioni sdistinguished at
the roofline by (a) quatrefoil half-timbering i nthespandrel area bel ow
the two northern cross-gables; (b) a small hi p roofed dormer near t he
center; and (c) a Iar%e overhanging cross-gable with curved half-timbering
at thesouth end of thestructure. This sectionalso contains the major
entrance tothebuilding's interior at it snorthernend.

The newer section (1889-90) contains thenorthwesterly corner elevation,
fronting on theintersection of Hancock and Tenple Streets. The four cross
gables 1 nthis sectionhave vertical timberingi ntheir gable fields and
are carried down tothethird floor i nshallow bay w ndows.

The utilitarian rear portion of thebuilding features a slightly pitched
roof and generallyregular 2/2 fenestration, which has been nuch altered
over time.

The onI?/ maj or exterior changes totheAdans Building have occurred ont he
ground floor, where nodern renovations have obscured and replaced el ements
of the original storefronts. Renovation work i n progress (which has been
certified by theNational Park Service) will rehabilitate theupper floors
and restore thestorefronts approximately totheir original appearance.



e 8iMnSffitf’\ontf’\A—_Am1's Building, 132 - 1368 Hancock Street

ignmcance i _ g Temple “qtrept. Qninpv. MA
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture. religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation . law science
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature sculpture
1600-1699  JL architecture H education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 X commerce . exploration/settlement . philosophy . theater
1900- communications . industry X politics/government . transportation
. invention . other (specify)
Specificdates 1880-1885 Builder/Architect | . Williams Beal

statement of gi’gﬂ"f?(%%(:’leis(’iﬂ%ne paragraph)

The Adans Buildingi ssignificant as an intact, early exanple of commerci al
architecture i nQuincy and as an exanple of thework of a noted regional
architect. Retaining integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location,
and setting, thebuilding meets criteria A and C of theNational Register.

The Adans Buil di ng has Iong been a | andmark i nQuincy Center and was one,,, ,
of thecity's first l|arge business blocks. The original, southern

section of thebuilding, on Hancock Street, was constructed between 1880 Tit
and 1885; thenorthern part, which extends around Tenple Street, was built
in 1889-90. The design was by J. Wlliams Beal (1855-1919), a Boston
architect whose firm (J. Wlliams Beal and Sons) was responsible for many
promnent buildingsi nthemetropolitan and Plymuth County areas. Amrong
these are theextant South Shore National Bank Building (1919) and

Bet hany Congregational Church i nQuincy. The Adans Buil ding was erected

for John Q Adans ||, father of t heHonorable Charles Francis Adans, and
remained i nthefam |y until 1952.

Originally thebuildin? was designed as an all-purpose structure, with stores
on thefirst floor, offices on thesecond floor, and the Qdd Fellows Hall

on thethird, extending up into thefouth floor. The remainder of the third
and fourth floors were apparently used as a room ng house.

For many years, thebuilding had thedistinction of having as tenants nany
prom nent doctors and |awyers from t he Quincy area. Several mayors,

state representatives, and senators have had their Ie%al practices i n

this buifding. I ntheearly years, theoffices of John Q Adans ||, Col.
Francis Parker, thefirst suPerintendent of Quincy schools, a bank, and the
District Court of ifast Norfolk were al | located i nt he Adans Bui |l di ng.

Recently, a variety of conmercial establishments have |ocated on the first
floor, with offices on theupper two floors. Current rehabilitation work,
certified bP/ t he National Park Service, will retain stores on theground
floor and place offices onall three upper floors.

nLort



9. IVlgjor Bibiiograpliical References

Edwards, W Illiam Historic Quincy Massachusetts. Quincy: Franklin Printing
Service, 1957,

The Patriot Ledger, p. 1, Novenber 11, 1952. p. 18, April 9, 1962. p. |,

AVAASt 31, 1963. p. 6., April 26. 197, p.8, May 14, 197~. p. 15, Septenber

. Naritinued]
10. Geographical Data ( :
Acreage of nominated property _ 14.346 S(Q. ft,
Quadrangle namaBoston South Quadrangle scale 1:25.000
UMT References
A 11191 1315141715101 U 1617 1915 11 1ol "UJ ...t erl
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
CUJ Il.leellelefee] — ol UTIlleleec]]| . lo]e e
1J 1L FLU I lelee] [.].1,,
JL HLU 11 elee| [ o] o] o

Veabd boundary dexription and judification Westerly on said Hancock Street 9°.01 feet;
Northwesterly on said Temple Street, b?/ three lines measurin? 25 feet, 24-20
feet, and 3.5 feet; Northeasterly on land nonv or formerly of George Pres-
cott Publishing Co. 160.51 feet; Southeasterly in part on land formerly of

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state U/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By C

_ VWéndy Frontiero, Preservation Planner with
nameftile  pobert J. Luongo, Quincy Dept. of Planning and Gonm Devel opment

agnizaion M assachusetts Historical Commissondate January 6, 1983
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470

city ortown Boston state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforthJsy the National Park Sereice.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature  jAdMlju® A tyrtysnN

title State Historic Preservation Officer, Massachusetts date

[ibLUI itd.] LUl bblUll
For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

(eeperof the National Regis
Attest: date I

Chief of Registration
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Louis Massik and i npart on the parcel hereinafter described, 30'. 17 feet;
and Southerly on |land now or formerly of Quincy Savings Bank, by a line
running through the center of 16" wall, 118.85 feet. See also attached

sketch nap.






8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checiced

relating significance to
the resource -«

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographicai Pata

MMTf

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

of ttita praparty wHMn ttia MMa la:

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504
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OFFI CE OF THE NAYCR
FRANCIS X. MCCAULEY RE
1 _ i <-r..3

March 7, 1983 )
JVIASS. KloT. CONIM

Valerie Talmge, Executive Director
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108 v f

Dear Ms. Tal mage;

| am pleased t o support thenomnation of the Adans
Building, 1342-1378 Hancock Street and 1-9 Tenple Street,
to t heNational Register of Historic Places.

The AdaTTis i1l inrr i sa keystone of the Quincy Center
Historic District. The recognition of thishistorically
and architecturally significant building i sjustified not
only on thebasis that thecommnity's appearance i S import-
ant tothepublic welfare but also because such buildings add
to our culture, education and enjoyment by keeping history alive
and visual.

As you are aware, this building has undergone an extensive
exterior restoration and interior rehabilitation and renovation.
Commercial revenue bonds have been used t o help finance this
project. Once thebuilding i slisted on the National Register,
provisions of thetaxactwill be enployed by t he owner.

It i sny feeling and thefeeling of the Quincy Historical
Comm ssion that this building makes a significant contribution
to the Quincy Center Historic District, totheCity of Quincy and
to theNation and i sworthy of National Register Listing.

Very truly yours.

Francis X MCaul ey
Mayor
FXM emr



