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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

7217 Ventura Avenue is a two-story, L-shaped Spanish styled building constructed of stucco
over hollow tile. The building retains its original clay barrel roof. Two stucco chimnies
with barrel tile caps are located on the west and south walls of the building. 2All
windows and doors have been replaced with jalousies. The main entrance to the building

is flanked by a pair of twisted columns with composite capitals which support a stylized
entablature containing a shield set in a floral pattern. The entablature is crowned by

a pair of finials and a wrought iron railing. Because of the overgrown condition of its
site, the building is the least accessible of the original San Jose structures. See photo
#14.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
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SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

7217 Ventura Avenue is significant as one of the 25 remaining structures built as part of
the San Jose Estates development, a planned, self-contained-suburban community developed
in 1925 by a group of Jacksonville businessmen at the height of the Florida Land Boom.

As do the majority of the original San Jose structures, the building reflects the Spanish
or Mediterranean Revival style of architecture developed for the subdivision by the
Jacksonville architects Marsh and Saxelbye. The building possesses sufficient architectural
integrity and historic significance through association with the San Jose development to
be individually eligible for nomination as part of the accompanyingthematic nomination.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

7217 Ventura Avenue is one of 18 surviving residence built in 1925 on lots owned by the
builder of the San Jose development, O. P. Woodcock, with mortgage retained by San Jose
Estates Corporation. Public record states that, like each of the 18 surviving 1925 houses,
it was deeded to Woodcock in 1934 after several years of litigation involving Woodcock's
Company, San Jose Estates, and the Florida National Bank. The building was bought by

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rice in 1947. Mr. Rice died around 1960 and, according to neighbors,
Mrs. Rice has not been off the property since that time. This is the only San Jose

residence which has not been maintained or restored.
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[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LOCATION SKETCH OR MAP N
Site Size (Approx. Acreage of Property):
Less than one acre. See attached map.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Section B San Jose Lot 11 Bk. 70
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