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The BybeerHowell house on Sauyie Island, built in 1856, is one of the
finest examples of the 19th century Classic Reyival in Oregon, if not the

~ West Coast. Carefully restored, it is a twowstory frame structure of rec-

ranged with a center door flanked by two windows on either side. The same
arrangement is repeated on both floors, The ground floor door, which has
sidelights and transom, opens onto a small portico supported by two square
tapgred wooden columns, The roof of the portico, which is surrounded by a
ballustrade, serves as a balcony or deck for the upper door, The gable ends
of the house are fully pedimented, Slender pilasters Qf the colossal order
trim the corners, and a plain freize with trim molding and a molded cornice
surrounds the main block. Openings are surrounded by a{simple architrave
with a molded cornice, Two chimneys are symmetrically E;aced on the longi-

tangular plan with a one-story kitchen ell, The facadihis formally ar-

tudinal axis set in from the gable ends, The exterior has lap siding with
double~hung windows containing six lights over six. Decorative moldings are
built-up using laminated strips of lumber,

The Bybee-Howell house was one of the first houses!in Oregon to be
plastered inside, and the house as a whole was layishly finished, The hall
is of oak, the library of California redwood, and the d%n
built-in cupboards, The floor and wood~work in the parlor is white maple.
There are seven fireplaces, each with slightly different Classic Revival
detail, The house's nine rooms are formally arranged a}ound a central stair
way hall, Acquired by the Oregon Historical Society in/ 1961 in a very poor
state of repair, the house was fully restored after resFarching techniques
and materials of the time in territorial Oregon. It is' furnished with con-
temporary pieces, some of them Oregon-made,
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BYBEE-HOWELL HOUSE (Cont.)
2. Location
The Bybee-Howell house is located in the S. W. 1/4 Sec. 21, T. 2 N.,

R. 1 W. of the Willamette Meridian in Multnomah County, Oregon.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Also: Statewide Inventory of Historic Sites and Buildings
State of Oregon, 1970

Records on file:
Parks and Recreation Section
Oregon State Highway Division
Salem, Oregon 97310 Code 41

GPO 921.724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ByheewHowell houge {s an unusually lavish and rare example of the
Classic Revival style of the midvnineteenth century in the Pacific Northw
west, James Bybee and his wife Julia came to Oregon with their small
children from Kentucky in 1847 and settled on Sauyie Island in the Columw
bia River near Portland, With the discoyery of gold in California, Bybee
headed south, where, according to a contemporary source, “"he made a for-
tune," Returning in 1854, he claimed 642,21 acres on Sauyie's Island
under the Donation Land Law of 1850, and was appointed one of the first
three Multnomah County Commissioners, A lover of thoroughbred hourses, by
the time he started his house In 1856, he had nearly completed a large race
track on another portion of the property,

In 1858, shortly after its completion, the house was sold to the owne
ers of an adjoining Donatfon Land Claim, Dr, Benjamin and Elizabeth Howell,
Two of the Howell sons gained prominence as Northwest botanists (in 1903
Thomas published a text and reference book, Flora of Northwest America)
and a third son Became a distinguished Oregon farmer, The house remained
in the Howell family until 1961, when it was purchased along with seventy=
five acres for use as a park and game refuge hy Multnomah County,
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Oregon Historical Society, “BybeerHowell House,"

Historic American Buildings Survey Data Sheet, 'James F, ﬁybee House,"
ORE-~47, 1934,

ThreeapTge report, July 7,
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Salem 97310
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‘ CODE
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
significance of this nomination is:
(] State r, Local

////»/
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National
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Director, Office of Archeology
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Land Historic Preservation
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Titte State Parks Superintendent
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