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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Arcade, a Greek Revival structure built to house shops and
offices, traverses the centre of a downtown block, from 130, West-
minster Street to 65, Weybosset Street, in Providence. It was built
in 1828 by Cyrus C. Butler jointly with The Arcade Realty Company,
Russell Warren and Major James C. Bucklin, Jr., being c¢ollaborating
aFohLtests |

Built throughout of local granite, with_the visible walls of
smooth-faced regular coursed ashlar, it is a long (216 feet) gable-
roofed building with short lateral wings near its centre and a massive
hexastyle portico at each end. "Thé granite Ionic columns of the
porticoes are monolithic; the scale is monumental, (THese columms,
brought from Bare Ledge Quarry in Johnston, Rhode Island, remained
the largest monolithic shafts in this country, until those of the
Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in New York, well on in this cen-

tury. )

The Westminster Street (north) front, an Ionic pedimented por-
tico, was designed by James Bucklin for Cyrus Butler, the original
enitrepreneur. Russell Warren, who designed the Weybosset _Street
(south) fagade, was engaged by The Arcade Realty Company. For this

A= N

front, Warren employed an uggg@imengggwpp;ticg>withﬂa‘panelled“aﬁtic

parapet--a scheme he used in variant forms for several of his later-
buildings. '

The interior space, three storeys high, has lengthwise banks
of shops facing each other; the upper levels are reached by twin [ ..
flights of stairs at each end. The stairs connect with galleries
running across the end of the building and along its sides, in front
of the ranges of shops. These galleries, enclosed by handsome,
original cast_iron railings, are in turn connected (at second-floor
level only) by a central cross-gallery or tridge. Originally the
shop-fronts of the first and second floors were composed of windows
and doors separated by projecting pilasters which concealed shutters
folded back when the shops were open. This scheme was altered in
1901, and again when repairs were made in 19h}; and the present first-
and second-floor shop-fronts were installed. The shop windows of
the third storey, however, are still finished with their original
simple Oreek Revival detail. The low gable roof, set above a wide
coved cornice area, has a long range 6f"§I§§§a’sﬁ§1ights, whiclhi are
Poorted and separated by wooden raftérs.

(See Contiruation Sheet)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewents, Etc.)

The Arcade is not only an extrémely important example, in Rhode
Island and the nation, of Greek Revival architecture but is also one
of our best examples of early monolithic granite construction. It is
also the chief surviving early XIX Century example (probably the only
one in its particular architectural style) of the good number of
business arcades, copying those of European.citiesy.which were being
erected in America in the 1820's. Robert Alexander has stated that,
"As an expression of the Greek Revival, the Arcade had, when built,
few peers in this country." And Henry-Russell Hitchecock has remarked
upon how "Bucklin's superb Westminster Street portico rises absolite
and international between its earlier post-colonial neighbors. These
appear domestic and provincial by contrast, almost as its present
neighbors appear cheap and inconsequential,.”

This last remains true: While' still serving its convenient
urban commercial purposes, The Arcade has become both a much appreci-
ated. Providence landmark and a notable one in our natiénal:architectural
history. Flanked, faced and squeezed by a variety of later buildings
of all sizes, styles and heights, it still presides over a long part
of Westminster Street (in spite of a facing skyscraper) and handsomely
dominates a curve of Weybosset Street.

The architects who designed this building are reparded as im-
portant figures in the development of the Greek Revival style in New
England. Russell Warren (178L-1860), a resident of Bristol, was a
self-trained architect, the garliest exponent of_ the_Greek Revival in
his state. His work was mainly here--but in other states also--and
he is remarkable for bis inventiveness. The body of his work reflects
the continuing stylistic development of his times, ranging from Federal
to Greek Revival to adventures in Romantic Gothic near his death.

James Bucklin (1801-1 [
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Cady, J6hn Hutchins:

The Civic and Architectural Development of Provldence

Downing, Antoinette Forrester:

1636-1950 (Proﬁdence, Ro Io’ 1957)’ pp’ 99, 1070
EBarly

Homes of Rhode Island (Richmond,

Alexander, Robert:

Virginia, 1937), pp. LO8, LLZ, LLL, LL7, L&3.
The Arcade in Providence (In Journal of the Society of

Hitchcock, Henry-Russell, Jr.:

Architedural Historians, Vol. 12,
Rhode Island Architecture (Providence,

No. 3, pp. 13-16. October, 1953).

Ro Io, 1939)’ p' ’460

(See Continuation Sheet)
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [X) State [} Local [}

A S

Name

Titte State Liaison Officer

Date _ January 6, 1971

1 hereby certify that this property is, included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P,
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

Title of Survey: A Revort on the Historic Existing Points of Interest
..+ Of the State of Rhode Island. Technical Paper No.2, by Louis C.
David, Jr., for Rhode Island Statewide Land Use and Planning Program. .

Date of Survey: 1967. State X.

Depository for Survey Records:
‘Rhode Island Statewide Land Use and Planning Program,
State House,

90, Smith Street, '
Providence, Rhode Island, 02903 Ll ‘
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Te Descrmntlon.

The building remained in partial ownership of the Butler helrs until
19LL, Threatened with demolition, it was purchased from them in that year
to insure its preservation as an historic monument; it was then deeded to
the Rhode Island Association for the Blind as caretaker of The Arcade and
recipient of its rental income. At that time the building underwent a .
fairly Q‘Nprehen51ve structural renewal,'including some alterations such
as the mentioned ¢hanges ~in the shop~fronts. Glazed walls and gates were
thent also installed across the inner faces of the porticoes to allow for
nighttime protection of the internal htusiness premises. None of these
changes (such as the more recent installation of an elevator in one wing)
has really had any important effect on the over-all exterior or interior
appearance of the building.

Adapted from a description
by Antoinette F. Downing.

8., Significance.

Greene, Providence architect, and later entered partnership with William
Tallman, Together with either Warren or Tallman, he had a hand in all of
the important Providence commissions from the 1820's through the 1850's.

Even when he worked with later styles, '"the gualities that are common to

all Bucklin's buildings are due to the fact that he came to maturity with
the Creek Revival."

t (See Conimation Sheet 2)
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Quoting Hitchcock again, The Arcade "is the chief extant American
example of the arcades and passages of nineteenth century European cities.
Light and straightforward in construction and design, the tuilding is a
model of efficient and graceful construction." It remains a thing of
architectural beauty and one of constant use and usefulness, outstandingly

deserving of protection and perpetuation.

Adapted from comments
by Antoinette F. Downing
and others. '
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