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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Arcade, a Greek Revival structure built to house shops and 
offices, traverses the centre of a downtown block, from 130, West­ 
minster Street to 6£, Weybosset Street, in Providence. It was built 
in 182 8_ by Cyrus_ G :«J3utler_ jointly__j?ith. The Arcade Realty Company^ 
Russell Warren and Major James C. Bucklin, Jr., being~collab~orating 
arcHi'te cti .' " '

Built throughout of local granite, withjfche _ 
smo oth~f ac ed re gular c ours ed ashlar,_ it is a long (216 feet) 
roofed building with short lateral wings near its centre and a massive 
hexastyle portico at _each~ endr"The~~|ranite Ip_nic__cblumns of the 
porticoes are monolithic; the scale is monumental. (TKese columns, 
brought from Bare Ledge Quarry in Johnston, Rhode Island, remained 
the largest monolithic shafts in this country, until those of the 
Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in New York, well on in this cen­ 
tury. )

The Westminster .S$p.e^t..( north) front, an Ionic p_edjjMented_por- 
ticp_£_was designed "by James Bucklin for Cyrus Butler, the original 
entrepreneur. Bras ell Warren, who "designed the Weyboss.et_S.treet

was engaged by The Arcade Realty Company. For this
front , Warren employed an ungedime nted jportic QL with a panelled attic 
garage tr--a scheme he used in^ variant forms for several of his later 
buildings-.

The interior space, three^storeys^high, has lengthwise banks 
of shops facing each other; the upper levels are reached by twin 
flights of stairs at each end. The stairs connect with galleries 
running across the end of the building and along its sides, in front 
of the ranges of shops. These galleries, enclosed by handsome, 
original c_ast irp^rjgj413Lnj&» are in turn connected (at second-floor 
level only) by a central cross-gallery or bridge. Originally the 
shop-fronts of the first and second floors were composed of windows 
and doors separated by projecting pilasters which concealed shutters 
folded back when the shops were open. This scheme was altered in 
1901, and again when repairs were made in 19Wi and the present first- 
aid second-floor shop-fronts were installed* The shop windows of 
the third storey, however, are still finished with their original 
siniple Greek Revival detail. The lowjable_ roof, set above a wide^ 
coved cornige .area^Jias a long range of glazed sl^lights , ( which are

and separated by wooden rafters.

(See Continuation Sheet)

*/» 
m 
rn

n



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian Q 16th Century 

15th Century Q 17th Century

18th Century 

"19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S! (If Applicable and Known) 1828

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal Education [U Political

Prehistoric | \

Historic O

Agriculture j |

Art D

Commerce QQ

Communications ( 1

Conservation Q

Engineering

Industry

Invention

d 
n
D

Architecture 

Literature 

Military

Music

Q

[ | 

Q 

| |

Q 

[ | 

Transportation [~|

Religion/Phi­

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Human­

itarian 

Theater

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify.)

a 
a

U

=>

a:
i-

UJ 

LU

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Evenfs, Etc.)

The Arcade is not only an extremely important example, in Rhode 
Island and the nation, of Greek Revival architecture but is also one 
of oar_Jbe_st_examples of early _igQnolithic_ granite _c ongtru.pt ion * It is 
also the ghief surviving early^^J^"rjtu^_example' (probably the only
one in its particular architectural~style)~~oF^the good number of 
business arcades.3_copyjlng those of. European-cities^jHkich w_ere being 
erected in America in the 1820's. Robert Alexander has stated that," 
"As an expression of the Greek Revival, the Arcade had, when built, 
few peers in this country." And Henry-Russell Hitchcock has remarked 
upon how "Bucklin's superb Westminster Street portico rises absolute 
and international between its earlier post-colonial neighbors. These 
appear domestic and provincial by contrast, almost as its present ' 
neighbors appear cheap and inconsequential*"

This last remains true: While 1 still serving its convenient 
urban commercial purposes, The Arcade has become both a much appreci­ 
ated- Providence landmark and a notable one in our nationalbarchitectural 
history.^ Flanked, faced and squeezed by a variety of later buildings 
of all sizes, styles and heights, it still presides over a long part 
of Westminster Street (in spite of a facing skyscraper) and handsomely 
dominates a curve of Weybosset Street.

The architects who designed this building are regarded as im­ 
portant figures in the development of the Greek Revival style in New 
England. Russell, Warren (l76V1860); , a resident of Bristol, was a 
self-trained architect, the earliest; exponent of .the-Greek,Revival in 
his^state. His work was mainly here—but in other states also^and 
he is remarkable for his inventiveness. The body of his work reflects 
the continuing stylistic development of his times, ranging from Federal 
to Greek Revival to adventures in Romantic Gothic near his death. 
James Bucklin ,(l801-lBgOf-gerved an 'apprenticeship with John Holden

(See Continuation
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys.

Title of Survey: A Report on the Historic Existing Points of Interest 
... of the State of Rhode Island. Technical Paper No. 2, by Louis C. 
David; Jr., for Rhode Island Statewide Land Use and Planning Program.

Date of Survey: 196?. State X.

Depository for Survey Records*
Rhode Island Statewide Land Use and Planning Program, 
State House, 
90, Smith Street, 
Providence, Rhode Island, 02903 hh

7. Description.

The building remained in partial ownership of the Butler heirs until 
19klu Threatened with demolition, it was purchased from them in that year 
to insure its preservation as an historic? monumentj it was then deeded to 
the Rhode Island Association for the Blind as caretaker of The Arcade and 
recipient of its rental income. At that time the building underwent a : 
fairly qomprehensive structural renewal,- including some alterations such 
as the Tnentloned^changes~in the"shop-fronts. Glazed walls and gates were 
then also installed across the inner faces of the porticoes to allow for 
nighttime protection of the internal business premises. None of these 
changes (such as the more recent installation of an elevator in one wing) 
has really had any important effect on the over-all exterior or interior 
appearance of the building.

! Adapted from a description 
by Antoinette F. Downing.

j
8. Significance.

Greene, Providence architect, and later entered partnership with William 
Tallman, Together with either Warren or Tallman, he had a hand in all of 
the important Providence commissions from the 1820's through the l8£0's. 
Even when he worked with later styles, "the qualities that are common to 
all Bucklin's buildings are due to the fact that he came to maturity with 
the Greek Revival." |

i (See Goninuation Sheet 2)
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Quoting Hitchcock again, The Arcade "is the chief extant American 
example of the arcades and passages of nineteenth century European cities. 
Light and straightforward in construction and design, the building is a 
model of efficient and graceful construction*" It remains a thing of 
architectural beauty and one of constant use and usefulness, outstandingly 
deserving of protection and perpetuation.

Adapted from comments 
by Antoinette F. Downing 
and others.

9. Major Bibliographical References.
i 

Hitchcock, Henry-Russell, Jr.: Architecture, Nineteenth and Twentieth
Centuries (Baltimore, 1958) , p» 86.

Kaufmann, Edgar, Jr., ed.: The Rise of an.American Architecture (New 
York etc., 1970), pp. 226-22?.
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