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The Faucette-Farmer-Gray House is a two-and-one-half storey masonry structure,
square in plan with a projecting bay on the front (south) facade. Centered on
the north is a two storey bay which serves the kitchen on the first level and on
the second level is an enclosed sleeping space.

The front entrance porch is a single storey shed. Fluted box columns are
arranged in a cluster of three at both ends of the porch front and are paired in
the middle. The cornice is beaded. Glass in the entry door, transom and side-
lights is beveled, as is the glass in the front windows.

The roof of the house is hipped with gabled projections. The wood cornice
is wide and the eaves are deep. On the south is a single gabled dormer with
stick work on its double windows. These windows end in the dormer's cornice,
producing a triangular top. The other windows on the south have a similar stick
pattern. The window on the north projection has a mantle-like lintel with a
round window above.

There are two outside corbelled chimneys. The chimneys and house are finished
in a Dutch bond with headers darker than stretchers. This value change in color
is produced through texture, with the headers make of roughly cut half bricks.

The entry hall, with a single turn stair, leads to the kitchen on the south
and to the parlor on the west. The original pocket doors leading off the hall
were replaced c. 1925 with doors, transoms and sidelights of beveled glass.

The most interesting interior feature is the parlor fireplace which has a
blue ceramic-tile hearth and infill around the gas unit mounted in the fire-box.
The mantle is supported by Corinthian capitaled columns. Carving on the capitals
is of fine workmanship.

Pocket doors separate the parlor from the dining room which is decorated with
a plate mould. The house has its original lighting fixtures.

The house rests on its original site in a residential neighborhood near
downtown North Little Rock. The immediate neighborhood retains much of its turn-
of-the-century character. The house has been continually occupied since con-
struction and remains in good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Faucette-Farmer-Gray House, constructed c. 1912, is one of North Little
Rock's older residences which is significant for both its architectrual features
and historical associations. The structure is an important part of one of the
city's oldest surviving residential neighborhoods.

A most unusual feature of the house is its brick veneer. Laid in a Dutch
bond pattern, the header bricks are darker in color than the stretcher bricks,
and the surface of the headers is rough cut, resembling hewn wood. The alternating
color and texture of the bricks gives the house a most interesting wall surface.

Other interesting features include the corbelled chimneys, cast stone lugsills
and a one-storey entry porch with boxed, fluted half-columns. The second-storey
window above the main entry has an unusually heavy entablature with a round window
above. Interior features of note include the original light fixtures, carved
parlor mantle and plumbing system.

The Faucette-Farmer-Gray House was constructed by Mayor James P. Faucette, an
important business and civic leader of North Little Rock. Faucette built two
almost indetical houses on the double lots at the corner of Fourth and Willow
Streets. The corner house, destroyed in the 1970's, was built for the Faucette
family and thus was somewhat more elaborate. The remaining house was built by
Faucette as rental property.

The Faucette family was instrumental in establishing a sound, workable
government for the city of North Little Rock. J. P. Faucette's brother, William
C. Faucette. was the city's first mayor following its separation from the city
of Little Rock in 1904. In 1911 James P. Faucette was elected to the first of
his three terms as mayor, serving through 1917.

Mayor James P. Faucette's second re-election was described in a contemporary
newspaper editorial as '"the strongest endorsement they (the citizens) could have
given to progressive ideas and policies as he sees them."* Some of Faucette's
progressive policies included completion of a large sewer and drainage system, an
extensive street-paving program and construction of a city hall. (The North
Little Rock City Hall was added to the National Register of Historic Places on
August 6, 1975.)

The “house was completed about 1912 and was rented for several years. In 1918
Mr. John Farmer, a railroad engineer for Missouri-Pacific Lines, purchased the house
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from Mayor Faucette. Like his neighbor, Mr. Farmer was also interested in local
politics, serving as an alderman and making two unsuccessful bids for mayor.
Farmer's daughter, Mrs. Hazel Farmer Gray, now owns and resides in the house.
Thus, a single family has occupied the house for the past half-century.

The loss of the Faucette residence at Fourth and Willow makes preservation of
the Faucette-Farmer-Gray House even more important. The house is one of the most
important structures in a neighborhood which retains much of its historic character.

During the past decade many of the older houses in the neighborhood have
been destroyed, and even now this important structure is threatened with demolition
by a government agency. Nevertheless, the preservation of this and neighboring
structures must occur to enable North Little Rock to retain one of its most
important historic neighborhoods.

Individually, the house is significant for its architectural features and
historic associations. As part of an historic neighborhood, preservation of the

Faucette-Farmer-Gray House becomes especially important tothe city of North Little
Rock .

%Editorial, Arkansas Democrat, April 8, 1914, p. 10
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EDDIE POWELL
MAYOR
501—-374-2233

NORTON W. WILSON
DIRECTOR STAFF SERVICES
501—-376-1640

CITY HALL
NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
72114

January 6, 1977

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Please be advised of my strong opposition to the placing of
the structures at 300 and 316 West Fourth Street, North Little
Rock, to the National Register of Historic Places.

I seriously question the architectural or historical signi-
ficance of these structures being placed on this prestigious
register.

Bes egards,

A

Eddie Powell
Mayor

EP:bjt
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Mrs. Hazel Gray
316 West Fourth
North Little Rock, Arkansas

Re: James Peter Faucette House
North Little Rock, Pulaski County

Dear Mrs. Gray:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for the Faucette House which will be presented to the Arkansas
State Review Committee at their September meeting. If approved the nomination
will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington for final
consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects

that might affect a National Register property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an
information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or this property's nomination
please contact Dianna Kirk of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign
and return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of
this property. If we do not hear from you within 30 days your approval will
be assumed.

Sincerely,

»

A (\
t:‘[\ K ! JOAA_C- ( A ’\”‘ (@) ('(),f_;_:/v_l; H

A

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

I approve of the nomination of the above property )(
to the National Register of Historic Places. Yes No
Comments:
(ool &
2,52 99 Nogol & ptY
Date Signature V/— \//

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY i
NORTH LITTLE ROCK URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY
800 EAST WASHINGTON AVENUE [ ] NORTH LITTLE ROCK., ARKANSAS 72119 DIRECTOR

P. O. BOX 5510 (501) 372.0256 OLEN THOMAS

November 17, 1977

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of National Register
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Our agency has recently learned that you are considering adding at
least two properties in the City of North Little Rock located at 300
West 4th Street and 316 West 4th Street, to the National Register of
Historic Places. Our agency wants to be placed in opposition to
these structures being included. For the past 10 years, the City of
North Little Rock, through its Urban Renewal Program, has been

in the process of redevelopin g the downtown area of the City of North
Little Rock. The properties described above are included in the
properties to be acquired. The structures are old and dilapidated,
but there is certainly nothing historic about the structures.

We have just received a copy of the documentation and material
submitted to the National Reg1ster of Historic Places and would like
to have an opportunity to object to the submission. This will be done
as soon as the City's legal and architectural departments have had
an opportunity to review the submission. The Mayor of the City of
North Little Rock has now learned of the proposal and will also
communicate his objections to adding these structures to the National
Historic Places.

Action was taken by the North Little Rock Urban Renewal Agency to
condemn these properties in January of 1975 and the Court is now
asking that the cases be tried. The property owners have been
successful in getting the cases delayed from time to time and we are
of the opinion that the attorneys are trying to get these structures
included in the National Register of Historic Places to further delay
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Dr. William J. Murtagh
Washington D. C. 20240
November 17, 1977

the redevelopment activities in the area.

I would appreciate your consideration of our objections to the
application before you placing the above described properties
in the National Register of Historic Places.

%\’.
Olen Thomas
Executive Director

OT/pt
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Houell-Garnar-Yoafes House Borth Little Rock
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Also Notified

Hon. Dale Bumpers

Bon., Kaneaster [lodges, J%. 8Stata Listorie Preservation 0fficer
Eon. Jawes G, Tucker, Jr. Mg, Anne Bartley
Acting Director, Arkeasss Historie
Regional Director, Southwest Ragion Preservation Ivosranm
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Honorzble Eddie Powell
Mayor of North Little Rock
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72114

Dear Mayor Powell:

Thank you for your lottcr of Janunry 6 couectnhg the miutm
of the ‘ :

(316,300 Uut !’ou'th tmt). Rorth _m._%_k_am to the
National Register of Historic Places.

£95

After careful review, both properties were listed in the Natiomal
Register on January 4, 1978, These buildings reflect the archi-
tectural styles popular among the prosperous residents of.this.
community at the turn of the century. As such, they are reminders
of this neighborhood's past affluence and significant contribution
to the early development of North Little Rock.

We appreciate your participation in the National Register commenting
process.

Sincerely yours,

/Sgd/ Jerry L. Rogers

Chief, Office of Archeology
and Historic Preservation

cc: Ms. Anne Bartley
Director, Arkansas Historic
Preservation Program
Suite 500, Continental Building
Markham and Main Streets
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

bce: Regional Director, Southwest Region
Director's Reading File
880
760

FNP: B Frandsen:bac 523-0431 2-28-78

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880
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5321 Centerwood Road,

Little Rock, Ark., 72207
Oct. 27th, 1978

Dre Vime Je Mur‘ba':gh, : : —
Keeper of the National Register, : C/j "
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Ser., (/U et
Depte of Interior, Washington, D. C. 20240 g

r, A 4
RE: Faucette Building (H32-IR) w’{//
LOO Mein Street, W -

North Little Rock, Arkansas.
Dear Dre Murtaghs

In reply to your letter ebout nomination of the above building for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places, upon advice from the
State office here, I am asking that the thirty days from the October 17th
date of your letter be abated and this property be considered for acceptance
at the earliest convenient dete. I request this because of the season and
the extensive exterior work to meet the stamndards of your guidelines, if my
property is accepted, since it is income propertye.

The part played by the Faucette brothers (only a portion of which is
documented in the papers submitted to the Register) by building in & small,
poor, railroad settlement and laying the foundation for & thriving city
across the river from Arkansas' Capital City would surely emtitle this
building to a place in the National Register.

I would appreciate a copy of Section 212, of the Reform Act of 1976.
I would like to understand both Federal Tax benefits and the criteria
for Government matching funds. I am writing for standards of rehabil-
iteting old buildings from Technical Preservation Services as suggested
in your letter.

Sincerely yours,

MFT smd Mrs.“Mons. De

Il Aotan 'F AR

o 6 - & "73 pr
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