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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, ̂  
and architecturally significant structures). . ,, ; ,̂ 

The Hargraves M i l l #1 of 1888 i s a simple but powerful granite i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g 
which has remained largely i n t a c t and i s notable f o r i t s massive f r o n t w a l l buttresses. 
I t stands resolutely along Quarry Street on the east bank of the Quequechan River i n 
the area known as F l i n t Village» The four-story structure has the wide proportions 

•• (246' X 120') associated with English m i l l design. Except f o r the f i v e i r r e g u l a r l y 
• spaced cut granite buttresses, i t i s constructed of rough cut stone. The roof i s 

;, s l i g h t l y pitched and the cornice l i n e on Quarry Street i s broken by four s l i g h t 
pedimentso As was t y p i c a l of 1880's m i l l s , the use of large windows, i n t h i s case 
with T-cross sash and 6/18 l i t e s , increases the r a t i o of window to wall surface. 
A u x i l i a r y buildings which remain include the o r i g i n a l picker house, b o i l e r house y 
and engine house, a l l constructed of granite, as well as the 175' o r i g i n a l b r i c k 
chimney. The two l a t e r Hargraves M i l l s are included i n the Quequechan Valley M i l l s 
D i s t r i c t . ; 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). - .̂  

The Hargraves Company, incorporated i n 1888, was one of nine F a l l River t e x t i l e 
firms formed during that decade. The o r i g i n a l president, Reuben Hargraves, was x 
the son of the founder of the Hargraves Manufacturing Company, which produced 
soaps and glue substitutes. Along with his brother Thomas, Reuben Hargraves 
directed the soap company as w e l l as organizing the t e x t i l e venture. The new ' 
company was capitalized at $400,000 and the f i r s t m i l l on Quarry Street had a " ' 
capacity of 37,632 spindles and 916 looms. I n the 1890's the company decided 
to expand and purchased land a few miles away on Brayton Avenue. With c a p i t a l 
increased to $800,000, they constructed two additional m i l l s i n 1892 and 1893 
(for information, see Quequechan Va~lley M i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ) . Capacity of 
the company i n 1920 was 116,498 spindles and 2,901 looms. The Hargraves Co. " 
was taken over by Parker M i l l s i n 1922; the Hargraves #1 was then known as the ' 
Parker "C" M i l l . 

As an inportant, intact granite industrial building notable for i t s massive ,1' 
wall buttresses, the Hargraves M i l l #1 meets Criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places individually. 
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