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1. Name of Property Sea Call Farm

historic name Sea Call Farm

other names/site number n/a

2. Location

street & number 82 Tonset Road . not for publication
city or tov/n Orleans e vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Barnstable code zip code 02653

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this Q  nomination

» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
0 meetsQ does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

. nationally «  statewide locally, [xj See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Tiitie Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC  ~ Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meetsD does not meet the National Register criterialTJ See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natiopal Park Service Certification

| h¢relceertify that the property is: 1 Signaturaof the Keeoer Date of action
W lemtered in the National Register.
» See continuation sheet.
O determined eligible for the
National Register.
D See continuation sheet,
n determined not eligible for the
National Register.
D removed from the National
Register.
» other, (explain:)



Sea Call Farm
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)  (Check only one box)

e private [*building(s)
public-local » district
Q public-State site

[ public-Federal ~] structure

* object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
:ulturaLfield_

Domestic: single dwelting, storage shed

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late 19" and Earty 20" Century American Movements:
Craftsman

Narrative Description

Barnstable MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 buildings

sites
. structures
. objects
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
AgririiltiirF!

Conservation and Recreation

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

Walls Weathered Cedar Shingles
Roof Asphalt Shingles

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

see attached
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

The origins of Sea Call Farm dateto the 1920s when the property was acquired by William A. Fiske and hiswife Bertha
It was actively farmed from ca. 1931 - 1950, and remained infamily ownership until 1987 when it was acquired by the
Town of Orleens. The town and the private group known &s the Friends of Saa Call Farm have actively pursued
preservation and restoration of the historic buildings and landscapes that congtitute the property. Their efforts ae
documented & the end of this section.

Location

S Cdl Fam occupies 6.35 acresin Orleans, MA in the areaknown as Tonset, which islocated in the northeestem part
of Orleans and defmes the southwestem shore of Town Cove. The farm property is oriented to Tonset Road and Town
Cove, which form its southeest and northwest boundaries. To simplify the description, northwest isdesignated as north,
northeest as eedt, southeadt as south, and southwest as west. The property is bounded by Tonset Road on the south. Town
Cove on the north. Harpoon Lane on the eest, and the Sde boundary of the adjacent property onthe wed. Itisone of the
largest sngle landholdingsthat remain in a neighborhood that has undergone intensive resdentid subdivisionin the
second half of the 20™ century. Two festures that have remained largely the same since the Fiske family developed the
property in the 1920s and 1930s help to reinforce the rural nature of Sea Call Farm. Thesefestures are the Orleans
Ceametery across Tonsst Road and Town Cove. Together, the farm, cemetery, and cove help to provide some san=e of the
ared's gopearanceprior to mid 20* suburbanization.

Landscape

S Cdl Fam condgts of gently rolling terrain. At the gpproach from Tonset Road, the topography first fallsaway, then
rises gently to an ees-west ridge that defines the northem third of the property. The buildings, including greenhouse
foundation, garagewith attached shed, and house, are digned dong a straight drive, with the burning pit (#4) reeched
first, followed by the greenhouse foundation (#3), garage and atached shed (#2), and the farmhouse (#1) lag, on the
ridge aéove Town Cove. The driveis paved in the areaof the buildings and unpaved as it fallsto Tonset Road. Together
the buildings form a backdrap to the rolling farmland. Behind the farmhouse, a Segp wooded dope falls40' tothe
undevdoped coagtd bank of Town Cove. The property encompasses approximately 430 linear feet of shordine. A trall
a the northwest comer of the property allowswalking access to the cove. The farmhouse is Stuated gpproximately 50
feet above s level and hes aview of Town Cove in winter.

Viewed from Tonst Road, community gardens (#8) are now located to the right of the drive where they occupy the leest
devated part of the dte; the upper portions of thisformer field are overgrown. The driveis lined with a straggling
hedgerow and donewall (#7) on the left, and beyond that isameadow (#6) that occupies the majority of the southem
aea Wed of this, a the crest of the hill and aigned with the house, isawindbreak (#5) of nine gorucetrees planted in

(continued)
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1928. The remnants of an orchard (A) are located immediately north of the house. The northemmogt portion of the
property isforested, as isthe eestern edge (B). A small, unpaved parking areaiis located neer the street, south of the
drive.

Farmhouse

The farmhouse occupies the highest portion of the property: an ees-west ridge parald to the Town Cove. From thislofty
position it overlooks the Cove to the north and Tonset Road to the south. It isbuilt on asmple rectangular plan, 40 feet
aong the north-south axis (perpendicular to the Cove and road) and 34 feet dong the eest-wes axis (pardld to the Cove
and road.) The plan encompasses 8-foot-wide glazed verandahsthat run the full length of the house on both the north and
south ddesto take advantage of views of both the Cove and the farmland. Surviving specifications provide much
detailed information.

For example the specifications called for awdl-seasoned gorucetimber frame of first quality. Sillswere to messure 6 x
6", girders 8 x 6", duds2 x 4", joists 2 x 8', and rafters2x 6". Double sudswere used around all doors and windows.
Joigs were doubled around openings and under partitions, first floor joists were notched into the sillsand spiked, the
rafterswere spiked to the plates.

The houserises V2 dories from aconcrete-block foundation to agambre roof with full shed dormers across both the
north and south dopes. The comers of the foundation under the main block on the west Sde are detailed with rudtication.
The verandah roofsbresk out from the segp lower dopes of the main roof to apitch that pardlds the dormers A brick
chimney risesfrom the roof ridge west of center. The original specifications called for 18-inch perfection red cedar
shingles, laid five feet to the weather, with Boston ridge hips. They are now white cedar shingle.

Trim, congisting of plain fascia boards on the main building coupled with plain window and door surrounds, is painted
the original chrome green. Roofs are gray asphdt shingle with exposad rafter ends While gambrd roofsare typica of
the Dutch Colonia style popular in the early 20* century, the prominent verandahs, exposad rafter ends and overdl
smplicity of thisdesign reflect the Craftaman style.

Windows in the main body of the house and the dormers contain 6/1 double-hung wooden sesh. The verandahs are
endosad with fixed 12- and 16-pane saeh st between smplevertical supports. Dormer windows are equipped with
shutters. The main entrance to the house is from the north (Town Cove) sde, leading through the north verandeh directly
into the living room in the northwest comer. A ssoond entry opens into the south verandah from the eest end, whilea
third provides aocess to the basement on the south side. Window and door frames were intended to be very smplewith
butt joints ingde and out. Stock sseh wasto be 1 3/8" thick with 7/8-inch molded mullions.

(continued)
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The south elevation, facing Tonset Road, is dominated by afull-length verandah. 1t consgs of ashingled bese and upper
section with twelve continuous windows separated only by narrow vertical supports. All of the front-facing verandah
window openings contain 16-pane fixed sash. Sde window openings on the verandahs contain 12-panefixed sash. There
are three windows a the west end, while a the eest end, two windows frame a glazed door. The full-length dormer
contains three evenly spaced windows with shutters and 6/1 sseh. The shutters are solid with crescent moon cutouts in
their upper portions. A panded cellar door is located benegth the third window from the west. Historic photogrephs
show alow-dung, gable-roof greenhouse extending from this door, taking advantage of the sunny dde of the house

The north elevation is nearly identical, the differences being four dormer windows, a glazed door to the verandah, and
lack of cellar access. The door is off-center to the right and approached by three concrete sgps. The door from the
verandah into the houseistypical of the early 20™ century, conssting of two wood pands benesth four vertical lights.

The wes elevation of the main block (discounting the three verandah windowswith their 12-pane fixed sseh & the north
and south ends) contains two paired windows &t the first story and two more closaly goaced single windows a the second
gory. Two basament windows, containing 6-pane hopper saeh, are digned with the first- gory windows. Three 12-pene
verandah windows that wrap around from the eest and west flank the main body of the house described above

The eedt devation is similar, but replacesthe pairedfirst-storywindows of the west dde with snglewindows. Also, the
ground is higher here, 30 basement windows are partially underground and protected by cellar wells. The south verandah
contains two 12-panewindows that framea glazed door.

The interior organization of the house condsts of aliving room, dining room, kitchen, bedroom, and verandahs on the
first floor with additiona bedrooms and abathroom above. A two-run gtair in the center of the plan connects the two
levels.

Interior trim is North Carolinayellow pine, as are floors, gairs, sair baugers, and rail. Almost al the original cag-
bronze window saeh locks and liftsremain in place, as does the original door hardware. All the original cast-iron deem
radiators remain. Walls are covered with beaverboard. The centra firepl acehes a cast-iron throat with adjustable
damper. Itisdso filled with asmall cagt-iron agh dump that connects to an ash dump in the cellar by means of three
round tile pipes. Thefireplaceisfinishedby pressed-brick facingsand atile or brick hearth. The goecscaled for a
Colonial Revival mantd consisting of pilagters supporting an 8-inch molded shelf.

Outbuildings
The detached one-car garage and aitached shed (map #2) isawood-frame building that rises one story from a concrete
foundation to an agphdt-covered gable roof. Exterior walls are covered with wood shingles. Trim isthe origina chrome

green with the exception of the large, white overhead door, which takes up the entire west end; this door gopears to bea

(continued)
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mid- to late-20* century replacement. There are two windows with &/1 sagh on the south side. An atached shed, smilar
in form but smaler in scade, extendsfrom the east end of the garage. This shed hes a Sngle window a the intersection
with the main block and double-leaf doors a the eest end of the south Side, opening toward the farmland. This type of
door ismuch maretypical of the early 20* century than the overheed door in the main block. Basad on William Fiske's
writings, the wing gppears to have functioned as a Sorage shed and workshop.

The greenhouse foundation (map #3) survives as arectangular concrete-block foundation that issmilar in 9zeto the
garage shed. A wood and glass pitched roof wes taken downin 2006 as a safety hazard, including leed-paint issues The
windows originally did down from the ridge of the greenhouseto alow ventilation. Thisfeature will be restored
following completion of work on the house.

The burning pit (map #4) isasmal cylindrical sructure madeof mortared fieldstones. A wooden cap, usad to dispose of
garden debris, presently covers the top. The remains were returned to the planting aress to enrich the soil.

Evolution of the Dwelling House

The hous=a Sea Call Farm hes changed over time with most aterations dating to the 1930s, after the Fiskes moved to
Orleans full timein 1930. The first was replacement of the foundation, which originally conssted of brick footings, st a
leest 3' 6" below grade with afull cellar. In November 1927, Fiske noted that the house was settling badly in places as
the footings were sinking. The contract was givento aMr. Darling who was respongble for the original work. InMay
1928, William Fske inspected the work, which was partially completed, and gated that "We are to have a wonderful
cdlar and it will beworth all it cost."(William Hske- Essays and Letters) According to this same source, William Fiske
helped with the work. The cdlar rebuilding was completed in 1928

Recently discovered early photogrgphs of the house and land clearly show that the early house reflected the vemecular
Craftaman style that was popular for summer homes on Cape Cod. The primary difference between the original house
and what we know today are seen in the roofline. 1t was originally gable inform. The northside that overlooked Town
Cove was overshot to endosethe full verandah that existed onthe side. On the south, the roof sopped just beyond the
plane of the northwall. A single shed-roof dormer was located above the third window from the west and an open
verandah with baudrade that ran from the south eest comer of the houseto apoint just below the dormer. A basamant
entranceisvisible just beyond the end of the verandah, where it isadigned with the second window from the west.
Exposed rafter endsare visible dong the eavesdong the roof ends At thistimethe garagewas a smdler one- by two-
bay structure endosed by agable roof. A 1929 ste plan confirms this gppearance.

Probably soon after the Fiskes moved to Orleans full-time, the roof was atered to provide more hesdroom and usseble
Foace a the seoond story. The roof was  broken to provide goecefor full-shed dormers on both the north and south Sdes
and then doped out a agentler angle to enclose averandah on the south matching the one that dreedy existed onthe

(continued)
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north. By some time shortly after 1931, the houses had acquired its gambrel-roofed gppearance. Parhgps a thistime or a
bit later, abrick and concrete foundation was constructed on the south sde, directly infront of the basemant entrance. A
glazed superdructure, rising above the foundation, provided the farm'soriginal greenhouse. The other change of note
from this early period wes the addition of arear wing on the garage for use as a workshop.

An extendve effort to restore the house and make it livable was launched in 1989, two years after the Town of Orleans
purchased Saa Call Farm for conservation purposes. Care hes been taken to maintain the gppearance of the house when
the town acquired it. The guiding philosophy has bean to repair early features and sdvage early materids whenever
possible, and to replace them inkind when not. For example, the sash in the porches were stripped of lead paint, the
glass panes were removed and saved, and the windowswere all reglazed with the original glass, with the exception of a
number of panes that broke during removal.

During thisfirst phaseof work in 1989, a new asphdt-shingle roof was ingtalled; heet, wiring, and plumbing were
brought up to code; and exterior wood shingles were replaced, with the exception of those on the eet Sde of the building
where adoor and exterior stairway were dated for remova. The 1987 dair and door were removed in 2007, and the eest
wall wasreshingled.

Additional exterior restoration of the housewas undertaken in 2005-2007 after the town voted funds for de-leading of the
building o that it could be habitable. During this period, the north and south verandahs were substantialy upgraded,
including replacement of deteriorated shingles, sills, and columns, and repair of porch floor joists andfloorboardsto
metch origina wood. In addition, all original porch windows were rebuilt and reglazed in their origina 16- and 12-
fixed-pane configuration. Thisincluded two windows a the west end of the south verandah where the origina 16-pene
sseh found dsawhere had been replaced with single, large panes First-floor windows, and all second-gory windowsthat
did not survive the de-leading process, were replaced with similar unitsin the original 6/1 configuration. De-leaded

wood trim wes repainted initsoriginal chrome green color. The chimney was rebuilt to maich the existing gopearance

Interior work hes concentrated on the kitchen and bathroom to meet code and livability requirements. In addition, floors
have been refinished and window sash have been stained or painted.

The garage and atached shed have been reshingled, retaining adecorative pattem in the gable, and doors and windows in
the shed portion have been replaced in kind.

Landscape Alterations

Active farming of the property ended in the 1950s following the degth of Mr. Fiske. Subsequently, successon st inand
amdl treesbegan to replace the flower and vegetable beds, and the orchard was neglected. Careful observation of the
remnants of wooden pogs on the eest 9de of the house hes d 0 reveded the location of asmadl vineyard that once

(continued)
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exiged in that area The hayfield on the southwest comer of the property is now being mowed once ayear, and grants
have bean obtained to begin remova of invasive species. The current victory gardens on the southeest portion of the
property have brought some active agriculture back to Sea Call Farm, producing products - fmits, vegetables and flowers
- dmilar to thoserasad by the Fiskes.

Archaeological Description

One ancient Native American dte is recorded on the Saa Call Farm property, and deven dtes are knownin the generd
aea(within one mile). The Fiske Farm (Sea Call Farm) Site (19-BN-373) was recorded on the nominated property bessd
on information collected by the Massachusetts Historical Commisson prehistoric survey team from the Howard Torrey
collection curated a the Robert S Pesbody Musaum in Andover, Massachusetts. No data beyond locationa information
isknownfor the ste. The Cameery Ste (19-BN-615) is located on Orleans Cemetery property, across Tonset Road from
the S=a Cdll Farm. Artifactscollected from abulldozed areaa that site included numerousfelsite, rhyolite, and quartz
flakes, and aLate Archaic Atlantic-like projectilepoint. Most ancient dtesin the generd areatend to be of Woodland
origin, athough Late Archaic-period dtes are a0 present.

Environmenta characterigtics of the arearepresent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that
support the presence of Native American sites. The Saa Call Farm includes awell-drained, level to moderately doping
ridge, shoreline, and other topographic featureslocated within 1,000 feet of wetlands. The Town Cove, which forms the
northem boundary of the farm, represents an important marine-related ecosydem that offered avariety of fish and
shellfish important to Native American subsstence. Fresh water isaso available from sorings or aguifers that flow from
the Segp dopethat bordersthe Cove. A fresh-water dream dsofl owsnortherly to the Town Cove from a wetland
located approximately 2,000 feet southwest of the farm. Although an entry ina 1928 Fiske diary mentions grading on the
property, the entry refers to sand that was dumped on the property, then graded.  Any cultural resources that were present
might actually be protected by the addition of fill and grading inthose arees Given the information presanted above, the
presence of ancient Native American Stes is documented on the Sea Call Farm, and a high potential exigs that additional
resourceswill be found.

A moderate potentia exists that historic archaeologica resourceswill be found on the Saa Call Farm property. Structural
evidence may exist from the brick footing that preceded the new foundation and cellar congtructed in 1927-28. Stmcturd
evidence may dso exist from outbuildings associated with domesic and agriculturd activities a the Sea Call Fam after
ca 1920. BEvidence from outbuildings may aso survive from agricultural activitiesthat preceded the Sea Cdl Fam in the
19 and erly 20" centuries. Archaeologica evidence may survive from occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies,
wells) assodiated with the Sea Call Farm and earlier agricultural activitiesin the area

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.)

[E A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

« B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Q C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses

high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

. D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property i s:

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

. B
- C
- D
. E
- F
© G

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Barnstable, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

—Agriculture-
Architecture

Period of Significance
1921-1958

Significant Dates

4&24-4924-(4and acquired)-
1921-1922 (house constructed)

1931 (Fiskes move to Orleans full time)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N.A.

Cultural Affiliation
N/a

Architect/Builder
Edward Stone, Architect

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. IVlajor Bibliographical References

Bibliography See continuation Sheet

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

» preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

» previously listed in the National Register

n previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

S] state Historic Preservation Office
» Other state agency
* Federal agency
[X] Local government
1~ University
\xj Other
Name of repository:
Orleans Historical Society

Orleans Historical Commission
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Introduction

Sa Cdl Farm encompasses 6.53 acres, which are located inan areathat contained other small farms and older houses
characteridtic of the culturd landscgpe of Orleans from the late 19* to the mid-20th century. The property was
purchased and developed inthe 1920s by William A. Fiske and hiswife Bertha, initially for use as a summerhouse with
ome gndl-scde farming activities. After William's retirement from the Hartford Railway Express Company in 1931,
the Fikes resded in the house and farmed the surrounding land on afull- timebads The property remained in the
family until their daughter Gertrude's desth. The Town of Orleans took the farm for conservation purposesin 1987.

The Fskes operated the property as a small market-garden farm from ca 1931-1950. Farms such as thiswere common
in Orleans, and on Cgpe Cod ingenerd, inthe late 19* through the mid-20* centuries. Sea Call Farm, including
farmhouse, outbuildings, and land overlooking Town Cove isthe only surviving agricultural ensemble in Orleansand
one of the few in the Cgpe Cod region. Its significance isenhanced by the extendive collection of diaries, account
books, and other pegpersthat detail life on the farm during the period of significance, and by current town ownership,
which alows public access Saa Call Farm possessssintegrity of location, design, setting (partial), materias (partial),
workmanship (partial), feeling, and association. It meatscriterion A as an exceptionally wel-documented 20* century
farm, and criterion C as awdl-preserved agricultural ensemble consisting of farmhouse, garage and attached shed,
buming pit, greenhouse foundation, and agricultural landscape. 1tissignificant onthe local level. The period of
sgnificanceis 1921-1958.

Local Community Context

Beginning in 1717, resddents of Orleans, then known as Eastham's South Parish, petitioned the Massachusdts Generd
Court severd times for the satus of an independent town. Efforts were unsuccessful until 1797 when the areawas st
off as asgparaetown, becoming the twelfth town in Bamstable County. At the time of incorporation Orleans hed a
population of doseto 1,000, while Eastham was reduced to about 450 residents. Asin townsthroughout Cape Cod,
sttlement was digoersed and scattered farmdieads characterized the landscgpe of Orleans. At the time of incorporation
56 familiesresded in Tonset (northeast part of town) where Saa Call Farm islocated. By that time the principal roads
in town had been established. Within Eagt Orleans the thoroughfares now known as Main Street, Beech Road, ad
Tonst Road existed. In the western part of town, Brewster Road (now Rte. 6A) and South Orleans Roed (Rte 28) were
the only routes connecting Orleans with surrounding towns. On Main Stret in Eagt Orleans stood the South
Mestinghouse and the town cemetery. Development in the northwest part of town (Rock Harbor) was spurred by
congruction of alanding there in 1814. Theearly 19* century ds0 saw increased development in the Tonsat area dong
Tonsst Road, the location of Sea Call Farm.

The population of Orleans numbered 1,095 according to the censusof 1800. In 1840 the population pesked & 1,974.
After 1840 the trend reversed and the town's population steadily declined, reaching 1,323 in 1870. Despitethe

(continued)
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Statement of Significance

declining population, residential development dong Main Street, especidly esst of the South Parish Church, continued
between 1830 and 1870. The Cgpe Cod Branch Railroad was completed in 1865 with aterminus in Orleans northwest
of Sea Call Farm. A commercia center developed around the depot, preserving the residential character of Eagt

Orleans. By 1905 the number of resdents hed fallen to alow of 1,062 Then, around 1915 when the population reeched
1,166, the trend reversad as Capetowns grew in popularity as locations for seesond retreats and year-round resdences.
It was during this period of early 20*' century growth that William Fiske, the creator of Sea Call Farm, began taking the
train to Orleans as avacation destination. The population of Orleans nearly doubled between 1920 and 1960, finally
urpassng its 1840 pesk. The Orleans populationfluctuationistypical of the Cgpe Cod region as awhole.

Local and Regional Agricultural Context

Throughout Cgpe Cod, the earliest settlers were engaged in both agricultural and maritime pursuits. In the late 18*
century, settlers grew crops, but soils were depleted rather quickly, and they turned to anima husbandry, supplemented
by samdl-scde maritimeactivity. During the American Revolution, maritime activities were sharply curtailed, resulting
in increased agricultura interests as former seafaring men turned to farming. Following the Revolution,fishingonce
agan becamethe more prominent industry. By the time Orleans was established as atown in 1797, the community's
economic bese had changed from one of subs stence agriculture and limited fishing to one of seesond farming and a
variety of maritime pursuits.

A monogregph of Orleans published in 1802 describesthe town's agricultura activity as being largely for loca
consumption: "Butter is madefor summer use, and alittle cheese Some cattle are fattened, and severd sold in the
townships below...." The author goeson to sy that mogt of the cuhivation was undertaken by "old men and smdl
boys' because those between the "ages of twelve and forty-five" were engaged in fishing. A brief 1840 description
mentions only the fishing and shell fishing indudtries of Orleans. Neverthdess, inthe early 19* century, shegp and wool
production were particularly important dements of the Cgpe Cod economy. The towns of Chatham, Orleans, and Truro
were leederson the Lower Cgpein this busness, which pesked around 1837. After that time, shegp were gradudly
replaced by poultry as the principal pursuit of husbandry. Chatham and Orleans were the leading producers of eggs in
Massachusstts between 1845 and 1865. Beef and pork were also raised during thistime, but to a lesser degree

By 1905, within Barngtable County, the town of Barngable was ranked first in the vaue of eggsand dressed poultry
produced, followed by Orleans. By 1865, there were 77 farms in Orleans, the largest number in any town eedt of
Dennis. In the mid-19* century, with maritime interests declining, agriculture once again asserted itsdlf in the economy
of Orleans Through the 19* century and into the early 20* century poultry, eggs, vegetables, fruitsand specidty crops,
including agparagus, strawberries, turnips, and cranberries, were the mog significant products. In 1890, it was reported
that mogt of the land in Orleans was under cultivation, producing com, rye, vegetables, and large amounts of English
hay. Onthe Lower Cape, eedt of Brewster and Harwich, Eagham was the largest producer, followed by Chatham,
Wellfleet, Truro, Orleans, and Provincetown. Asthe 20* century progressed, the rural character of Orleans and the

(continued)
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other towns gradually disappeared as the farming population decreased and the number of seasonal visitors increased.
By 1940, the population of Orleans was on the rise and most of the farms had been subdivided into house lots.

William Alvin Fiske

William Alvin Fiske was born in Sheldonville, Mass., on June 4, 1873. Sheldonville is a village within the incorporated
town of Wrentham, Norfolk County. In 1891, at the age of 18, he began working for the Railway Express Agency in
nearby Franklin as a clerk and driver, delivering goods that were shipped by train to that community. Over the next two
decades he served as clerk, agent, and route agent in several Massachusetts and Connecticut towns. During that period,
he married Bertha Mirfield, daughter of Edward and Anna Mirfield of Waterbury, Connecticut. Together they had one
daughter named Gertrude.

In 1917, Fiske was transferred to New Haven, where he served as Assistant Superintendent for the Westem District of
the New Haven Railroad. From 1919 until his retirement in 1931, he was employed by the Hartford Railway Express
Agency. He retired after forty years of service with a monthly pension of $104 based on an average monthly salary of
$261. Fiske was encouraged to retire because of heart-related ill health. Retirement allowed Fiske to move to Orleans
and devote all of his time and efforts to his beloved Sea Call Farm until his death in April, 1950. Fiske was a meticulous
and hardworking man who chronicled his daily life in a series of diaries, letters, and essays written between 1900 and
1950. The early volumes document his railroad years and the various New England communities where he resided to
fulfill the needs of that profession. Orleans is first mentioned during a two-week vacation in August 1921. Located at
the Orleans Historical Society, William Fiske's papers add greatly to the significance of Sea Call Farm.

Sea Call Farm

Fiske became an Orleans landowner when he purchased a small property from Elizabeth F. Smith of Orleans on August
26, 1921, during his vacation (Registry of Deeds Bk373/371: 8/26/1921). His diary notes that he was looking at
property and that he found Orleans to be a "beautiful place and a pleasure just to be there." An entry of August 24 states
that he measured land and laid out a house lot. According to the Registry of Deeds, Fiske bought two more lots of
adjacent land from Smith in 1923 and 1924. A land plan of 1929 (39-131) shows these three parcels to be the same
property now known as Sea Call Farm. That plan also shows that the Smiths retained land to the west of the Fiskes.
Probate records indicate that Elizabeth Smith inherited her land on Tonset Road from her parents, Solomon and Cornelia
H. Crosby. Nineteenth-century maps show this area on the west side of Tonset Road as Crosby land. One of the Fiske
deeds reserved the right of Elizabeth and her husband Asa to work their current asparagus field for a period not to
exceed five years, indicating that at least some of the land that is now Sea Call Farm was farmed before the Fiskes took
ownership.

(continued)
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The Fiskes house was completed in 1922. Itwas desgned by E. M. Stone, aHartford architect with offices a 327
Trumbull Street. Fiske probably knew of his work as aresdent of Hartford. Specificationsfor labor and materids
survive & the Orleans Historical Society. (Sse Description, section 7, for additional detail.) The genera contractor wes
E. W. Pary, while aman named Darling was regponsble for the foundation work. According to hisdiaries, Fiske
participated in someof the foundation work. Both the house and garage are shown on a 1929 land plan. The 1931 diary
mentions painting the garage and building the sixteen-foot-long cold-frame. (Thisis probably the greenhouse, which
remains today as afoundation after the upper glazed portion was removed in 2006 for safety reesons; replacement is
planned.)

Fiske's esssys and letters provide awedth of detail on his early weskend and vacation visitsto the farm, including his
final moveto Orleans by 1931. They describe the production of his land, additions and repairs to structures, plantings,
westher conditions, and the abundance of fish and shellfish he harvesed from his frontageon Town Cove. In addition,
the pgpers succinctly describe daily life and interactions among people whose histories are intertwined with the history
of Orleans and give a sanse=of the cultural relationship among people, landscape, and sea a that time. The Fiskes 0
samed to have dose friends and family in the areawith whom they spent agreat ded of time. The pgpearsbring the
farm to lifewith vivid descriptions of work intergpersed with thejoy that Fiske took in smple pleesures For example, in
November of 1927, Fiske noted that Bertha, Wheet, and Dad drove from Hartford to Orleans and mede thetrip in five
hours Hefollowed the next day by train from Hartford to Bogon to Hyannis. During thisvisit, Fiske mede planswith
Mr. Darling for foundation repairs and noted that the landscape was in good shape, including trees, vines, and flowers,
with many still inbloom. Four truckloads of manure were delivered and soreed by Fiske. Asusud, hard work was
baanced by plessurable activities described in glowing terms:

In the afternoon we drove over to Chatham for more oysters and had a splendid ride even if it was
cold andwindy. Coming back we went up aroundthelight in order to see the sea and it was
worthwhile. Wind blew a gale and the breakerswere wonderful.... After one of those justly
famous suppersthat my wife cooks we went over to Everett's for the evening. They played cards
and me, | had a fine nap in abig chair. When we arrived home againweretired at once andwas
well rocked most of the night by thewind. (William Fiske.- Essays and Letters)

The following day they enjoyed the byways of Eagtham and went scallopingin Town Cove. In the evening they visited
with Walter, Eleanor, and the folks.

An entry of early May 1928 provides an example of how Fiske chronicled development of the landscepe:

(continued)
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It certainly did look good to s all the little treesjust growing as fast as they could and all green
with leavesand budded thickly on mogt of them, The vineswere dso growing strong. Mr. Lake had
mogt of the garden planted and it looks like a bigger and better one. The grapewas growing nicely
and enough rhubarb to supply a hotd ...

The liliesgrew wonderful this winter or spring and we will actually have hundreds of soap bubble
flowers. The roses are growing nicely and give promise of plenty of color and perfume. The
hollyhocks will not do much this year aswe hadto dig them up for the house improvements
(foundation) and plant a new lot. The glad flowers should come along in about all the good types and
styles and for color there isnot one left out. | have fourteen hills of dahlias, no two alike. The
season should be one of blossom for us. The bank where the new sand has been dumped is rounded
out nicely and looks very attractive. This will permit usto gradethe yard quite a bit and improve it a
whole lot. Mr. Stone spent several hourswith me in laying out the grounds, fixing the house etc.
(William Fiske.- Essays and Letters)

In addition to the flowers, vines, and orchards described above, the farm produced a wide variety of vegetablesthat are
described throughout Fiske'swritings. They include potatoes, corn, green squiash, cabbage, tomatoes, cucumbers, string
beensand shell beans beets, and tumips. Fruits included strawberries, rhubarb, and grgpes The S Call Fam
letterhead of unknown date cited the following products relishesand jellies grown and canned by the Fiskefamily,
vegeteblesand flowers, and farm and irrigation supplies. May 18, 1930, isthe first reference to the name"Saa Call
Farm." The origins of this nameare not known.

The William Fske papers clearly describethe important role of friends and family inthe life of the Fiskes Rdatives
who ae mentioned include "the folks" (presumably the parentsof William or Bertha) Everett and Eleanor, Uncle Walt
and Aunt Guss, and Grace. William dso mentions walking to the cemetery to ss2 how Mother's remainshad bean
placed. (5/12/1928) Existing family tiesare typical of many peoplewho moved to Cgpe Cod in the late 19¢ ad early
20* centuries.

The FHske paparsdso contain references to many peoplewho ae well known in Orleans history. The adjacent property
was fanned by Clayton Mayo, a member of aprominent Orleansfamily and treasurer of the Singer Sewing Machine
Company. His farm raised animasand crops, ad he and William Fiskewerefriendly. (The Mayo farm hes snce bean
subdivided for single-family houses)) George Knowles, a lifesaver for the Orleans Life Saving Station, worked for Fiske
and later becameFire Chief in Orleans. Members of the Show family (first comersto Orleans) were dso friendly with
Fiske. The Croshys who sold the land to the Fiskes and remained as neighbors, a0 represent an old Orleans family.

(continued)
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Summer Resort Context

The Fiskes were among the thousands who discovered the amenities offered by a summer sojourn on Cape Cod inthe 19*
and 20* centuries. Primary attractions included cool ocean breezes, miles of both fresh and saltwater beaches, quaint
villages, boating, sightseeing, and a slower pace of life. Cape Cod's earliest summer visitors were sportsmen and wealthy
families who arrived inthe early to mid-19* century. The horse-drawn vehicles available to these groups fostered season-
long visits. The former often stayed at guesthouses where they shared quarters with the owners. The latter bought or
rented existing dwellings, and occasionally built summer homes for their families. The introduction of railroad service in
the second half ofthe 19* century provided mass transportation to far greater numbers of summer visitors. As a result,
resort hotels, cottage colonies, and individual houses, both large and small, arose to supplement the existing guesthouses.

The Fiskes started coming to Orleans in the late 1910s, a period when widespread ownership of private automobiles,
coupled with greatly improved roadways, opened Cape Cod to unprecedented numbers of summer visitors and year-round
residents. Automobiles also offered a flexibility and freedom unknown in earlier periods. Visitors could come more
frequently and stay for shorter periods to accommodate work schedules. They could also choose destinations without
regard to railroad locations, to develop their own sightseeing itineraries and otherwise indulge their personal preferences
for leisure activities. William Fiske often refers to the family automobile in his writings, describing the ease ofthe
journey between Hartford and Orleans and the pleasures of various sightseeing expeditions. Like many others, the Fiskes
were at least partially drawn by the presence of family members in the area.

Architectural Significance

Cape Cod's summer and year-round populations were gradually rising in the early 20* century, following aregion wide
nadir in the 1860s. This coincided with therising national popularity ofthe Craftsman style. Most local and regional
examples are firmly rooted at the simple end of the stylistic spectrum. The one-story bungalows that inhabit this range on
Cape Cod are characterized by wood-frame construction, weathered wood- shingle exteriors, 1 - 114 story height, deeply
overhanging gable roofs with exposed rafter ends and dormers, and broad verandahs that provided space to enjoy the
outdoors. The bungalow form and spirit blended well with the scale, materials, and simplicity of traditional Cape Cod
cottages. With the addition of commodious verandahs, and some elements ofthe Dutch Colonial Revival style, and
modern conveniences in kitchens and bathrooms, the new style suited both natives and summer visitors alike. The house
at Sea Call Farm exhibits all of the major features of the Craftsman style as it developed in Orleans and the Cape Cod
region.

The house was designed by Edward M. Stone, a Hartford architect with offices at 327 Trumbull Street. Stone was an
architect and civil engineer who practiced from 1908-1930. He was joined by his son, Laurence B. Stone, C. E., in 1927.

In 1930, the firm became areal estate brokerage office.

(continued)
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Modern History

When William Fiske died in 1950 a the age of 76, his daughter Gertrude Fiske inherited the farm and lived in the
farmhouse until her death. The townspeople of Orleans voted to buy the farm in 1987. Soon theresfter, the Saa Call
Supporters, Inc., anot-for-profit corporation, was established. Their effortsled to a 1990 vote to rehabilitate rather than
demolish the farmhouse. The Supporters haveraised funds and donated countless hours to preservation of the farm. The
farm is now managad jointly by the Orleans Conservation Commission and the Sea Call Supporters, Inc. Thislovely
cultural landscapeis being usad for conservation, recreation, and open goace Community gardens occupy a portion of
the old farm plot (SE; Map #8), the Saa Call Supporters are restoring the gardens around the buildings (center), and the
hay mesdow (SW; Map #6) is being managed by the Conservation Commission. Presarvation and restoration of the
historic buildings and landscepe were initiated in 1989 and continue today. Work hes been undertaken by amix of
professonals and volunteers. Asthe surrounding aress have become more built up, the farm'srural aura, characteristic of
another time, becomes ever more pronounced, and ever more va ued.

Archaeological Significance

Although forty-eight ancient Native American dtes have bean identified in the town of Orleans, mog are poorly
documented with locational information only. Few dtes have been sysematically studied a the intrasite level. Recent
archaeologicd gudies within the boundaries of the Cgpe Cod Nationa Seadhore have produced the mod reliable and
detailed dudies in the ares; however, they are biasad by the seeghore boundaries. Additional survey and testing is nesded
in Orleans and in other neighboring townsto form amore representative and unbiassd modd of prehistoric settlement
and subsgence inthe area. Given the above information, any Stesfound in the vicinity of Sea Call Farm could
potentialy be significant. Ancient Stesin the district may contain information that helps better understand the
importance of interior coagd areaswithin larger Native American settlement sysems. Potentia dtesin the district may
contain information relating to the effects of s level rise on Native subsgence in the areg, especidly the point a which
shellfish badsin the Town Cove became an important food resourceto local Native Americans. Ancient dtesmay a0
contain information relating to the changing availability of different gpeciesof shellfish and rdlated climatic and coagtd
change Information may aso be present relating to lithic procurement and technologies. Podiglacid soils in this area
contain lithic materids in the form of cobbles that were used by Native Americansfor tool manufacture. Ancient Native
American dteson the Sea Call Farm property may contain information indicating how these materiads were obtained and
reduced to varioustool forms.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the settlement and
agricultura higtory of Orleans and generd way of life on Outer Cgpe Cod during the 19* and 20* centuries prior to mid-
20* century suburbanization. Additional documentary research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may
locate evidence of settlement and agricultural production known to exist in the Saa Call farm areaduring the 19 and 20*
centuries, prior to the construction of the farm in the 19208 Archaeologica resources may corroborate and supplement

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Sx Call Farm
Orleans (Barngable) MA

Section number 8 Page 8
Statement of Significance

the extensive collection of diaries, account books, and other documents that detail life on the farm during its period of
significance. Important archaeological information may exist that is absent in the documents listed above.
Archaeological information together with documentary sources may contribute important social information relating to
life in the Fiske Family, Sea Call Farm, and the Town of Orleans, during a period when Orleans was still arural coastal
town that had just begun to increase its population following a decline during the 19* century. Documentary sources
together with archaeological research may contribute important information relating to the local and regional importance
of market gardens in the 20* century Outer Cape economy. Important information may also exist that documents the
relationship of maritime trades and farming, especially the seasonal exploitation of fish, shellfish, and farming.

(end)
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Acreage of Property 6.35 acres
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Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) The boundaries are delineated on the attached Town of Orleans
Assessor's Map

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) The boundanes conform to the land originally purchased by
William Fiske in 1921-1923, and farmed until his death in 1950.
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namel/title Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant: Patricia Crow, RLA, Principal, Hadley Crow Studio; Christine Beard,
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street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston statejyiA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Orleans
street & number 19 School Road telephone 508 240-3700

city or town Orleans state MA zip code 02653
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benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington' DC 20013-7127, and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Resource Summary
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Black & White Phatograph Ligt
Photogrgpher: Patricia Crowe, Decembear 2006
Orleens Higtorica Society

Photo # Neg # Description of View

1 25 Facing NW from Tonst Rd. to fields, garage and house

2 8 Main House facing eest

3 14 Facing SW to Main House

4 15 Facing N to Town Cove, E dde of house with E end of reer verandeh
visble on left

5 6 Facing NE to garage; greenhouse foundation and agh pit in front;
remains of orchard to reaer

6 7 Facing Sto Tonst Rd.fi-omAsh Pit over eedt field (commimity
gardens)

7 4 Facing NW overlooking west hayfield to windbreek beyond; house
and garage vishle to eest

Higoric Phatographs

Fig. 1. Faamhouse from the cove looking northeast, before addition of ssoond dormer, ca 1929-31
Fig. 2. Sgoshat view of farmhousefrom cove showing sscond dormer and gambrd roof, post 1931

Fig. 3 Pre1929 view of farmhouse and garage, looking northwest
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Fig. 3 Pre-1929 view of farmhouse and garage, looking northwest
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TOWN OF ORLEANS BOARD OF

19 SCHOOL ROAD ORLEANS MASSACHUSETTS 02653-3629 ECTMEN
Telephone (508) 240-3700 — Fax (508) 240-3703 TOWN
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February 19, 2003
"MS- «ST. COVM

Mr. Phillip Berger

IVlassachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Building

270 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

RE: National Register Listing for Sea Call Farm, Orleans, Massachusetts

Dear Mr. Berger:

The Orleans Board of Selectmen voted 4-0-0 at our meeting on February 12,
2003, to support the listing of Sea Call Farm on the National Register of Historic
Places. The Board believes that, as an ensemble of intact farmland and
farmhouse, the property is an important educational resource, a destination, and
above all. an important part of our Town character. It is a reminder of the kind of
place that Orleans once was when agriculture and fishing were the dominant
industries.

The Town of Orleans purchased the property in 1987. The Town of Orleans
Conservation Commission has responsibility for the property; it has been
managed since 1987 by the Supporters of Sea Cal! Farm, a not-for-profit group
of local citizens with a commitment to the preservation of the land and buildings
that make up the farm. A recent request by the Supporters for financial
assistance for preservation and improvement to the farm building netted a total of
over twenty-three thousand dollars in small contributions from the property
owners of Orleans, providing an indication of the importance the Farm has to the
population of our town.
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We look fonAl/ard to your positive review of the application for the National
Register listing. The Orieans Historical Commission will work with you to answer
guestions and provide any additional documentation you may require.

Sincerely,

ORLEANS BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Erica Parra



TOWN OF ORLEANS
HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Town Hall, Orleans, MA 02653

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, MA 02125
December 12, 2007

Dear Members of tile Commission:

I am writing in support of tlie application of the Sea Call Farm Supporters for listing of the Farm on
the National Register of Historic Places.

Our Commission has followed the progress of the Supporters as they have undertaken first to
stabilize, then restore the historic buildings and site at the Farm. The property is the last remaining
farmstead in the Town, where once there were many. As the landscape here on Cape Cod
gentrifies, and open space is consumed for subdivisions, we face a loss of the basis on which the
Cape was sustained over much of its history. While we applaud the efforts of those who seek to
purchase and set aside open space in perpetuity, the preservation of the cultural landscape is far
more critical for maintaining our sense of place. Sea Call Farm is among the few sites left here where
this is possible.

Sincerely yours,
James W. Hadley, Chair, Orleans Historical Commission

Cc: Orleans Board of Selectmi
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

May 6, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad plessefind the following nomination form:
S= Cdl Farm, 82 Tonsat Road, Orleens (Barnstable), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the Stiate Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Two letters of support have been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg M
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

endosure

cC. Cadkee Jenkins, conaultant
James Sow, Parida Crow, Sa Cdl Supportas Inc.
James W. Hadley, Orieans Higtoricd Commisson
Jon P. Hinckley, ., Orleans Boad of SHedmen
Gaoge Mesarvey, Flanning Dept.
Jary Wood, Orleans Consavaion Commisson

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/'sec/mhc



