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The Grain Exchange building is located on the northeast cormer of the
intersection of Fourth Street and Fourth Avenue South in the central business
district of Minmeapolis, It is a cubiform structure ten storeys in height, The
interior structural system is a steel ‘frame, whereas the exterior is of buff-
colored brick and terra-cotta, A mingling of Neo-Classic and organic/geometric
elements in the design of the terra cotta ornament is reminiscent of the designs by
Louis Sullivan for the Wainwright Building in Saint Louis of 1890-91.

Each facade of the building is divided into a central colonnaded window area
enframed by unadorned brick cormer piers., The sense of mass of these piers has
been diminished by their perforation by a single vertical band of windows., There
is a marked division between the lower (ground) two storeys and the upper eight
storeys; this is created by a thick, terra cotta faced sill under the third storey
windows, The third through tenth storey windows are incorporated within a vertical
band divided at each floor level by a terra cotta panel., Pilaster capitals are of
the Ionic variety, also executed in terra cotta.

The lower two storeys are also incorporated within a colonnade of half-hexagon
brick Ionic pilasters with terra cotta capitals. As in the upper levels, the areas
between floor levels are filled by terra cotta panels, Whereas the panels on the
upper levels are foliate (organie) in configuration, those on the lower level are.
of stylized geometric patterns, The primary entrance to the Grain Exchange is
located at the center of the Fourth Avenue facade; it is one storey in height and
projects slightly from the face of the building and is shielded within its own
entablature.

The lower level corner of the building is embellished with two terra cotta
cartouches upon which are found the street names in bas-relief, Above the tenth
floor level at the corner is an intricate composition of organic spirals and foliate
forms executed in terra cotta which wraps around the corner to link the two street-~
facades,

The Grain Exchange, as constructed, was crowned with a prominent projecting
slab-type cornice. After years of weathering and winter ice-build-ups deterioration
to the extent of posing a safety hazzard was evident., The cornice was removed and
replaced with a copper flashing and coping; this alteration has resulted in a
diminishing of the light~-and-shadow-relation intent of the original design,

With the exception of a lobby and several shops on the ground floor and a
large board room (seventy-five feet by one hundred-thirty feet) the entire
interior of the Grain Exchange building is devoted to office space. Little of the
organic-type of ornamentation used on the exterior of the building is found in the
interior with the exception in the lobby and staircase,

In 1909 a twelve storey "annex'" structure measuring sixty-six feet by fifty-
four feet was constructed immediately to the east of the Grain Exchange building.
The design of the annex, although some terra cotta ornamentation is employed is
more baroque in appearance. The annex, therefore, takes on the appearance of an
individual building rather than a part of the original Grain Exchange design,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed between the years of 1900 and 1902 according to the designs of
Minneapolis architects Kees and Colburn, the Grain Exchange is a significant
architectural statement of the influence of the works of Louis Sullivan on large-
scale commercial/office buildings at the turn of the century. In addition to being
recognized as one of the first buildings in Minneapolis to make use of the steel
frame for its interior structural system, the Grain Exchange is also considered
to be one of the most dignified turn of the century office buildings in terms
of design, proportion, and terra cotta ornamentationm,

Historically, the Grain Exchange was organized in Minneapolis in 1881 to
deal with the increasing development and progress of the Minnesota grain market.
In 1884, the first Grain Exchange building was constructed immediately to the
north of the site of the present building. Increasing demands which resulted
in the status of Minnesota as the '"largest primary wheat market in the world"
by 1900 necessitated the construction of a larger facility. That facility is the
present Grain Exchange building at Fourth Street and Fourth Avenue South, It
was constructed at a cost of $600,000.

The Grain Exchange building has been recognized as an architecturally
significant building by the Minneapolis Planning Commission in 1969 and is listed
on the '"candidate" list for preservation by the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation
Commission,



EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Torbert, Donald R., Significant Architecture in the History of Minneapolis,
Minneapolis, 1969.

Hudson's Atlas of Minneapolis, Minneapolis, 1913.

EDGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___1€SS than 1
UTM REFERENCES

Al1,5] 1417,912,2,0] 4,918,012 8,0) - P o I PO P [ P P

ZONE EASTING NORTHING .ZONE EASTING NORTHING

ClJllllIlllIllLlllJ DL_]__I"IllLllLJlI[I]

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY —cooE
[§1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE ; '
Charles W. Nelson, Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Minnesota Historical Society 2 December 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE f
Building 25, Fort Snelling 612-726-1171
CITY OR TOWN STATE :
St. Paul

Minnesota
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL __. STATE____. LOCAL _X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Regi and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Servicg:”

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

Russell W, Fridley P
TITLE i — — i
State Historic Preservation Officer /Dfﬁé? 7 77

GPO 892.453



