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|| In Process 
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restoration study house
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Maryland Historical Trust
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Foundation, Inc.; contact;
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Mrs. George Burnett, St. Giles, 
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CONDITION
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[ | Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins 1 1 Unexposed

D Moved

(Check One) 

XJ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pemberton Hall is located on the south side of Pemberton 
Road three miles southwest of Salisbury, near the junction 
of Crooked Oak and Pemberton Roads.

This three  bay, one-and-a-half -story , brick house has a 
gambrel roof; the brick is laid in Flemish bond, with glazed 
headers interspersed in the facade brickwork and on the gable- 
ends . There are two basement windows on each facade with 
vertical-bar grills; an unmolded water table on each elevation 
of the building. The central doors are double and have four 
panels in each door. The windows of each facade have twelve 
over. .twelve sash with a three-panel shutter protecting each. 
Above the door and windows L of the facades are flat gauged 
bricji arches., The cojpnace ; ̂ consists of a plaster cove. On each 
facade there are three hipped-^Qofc dormers with nine over six 
sash. Across each gable-end there is a two-brick-wide belt 
course at cornice level and a short course above the entrance 
to the basement. The east gable has two six-pane casement 
windows on the second story and a large window and door on the 
first story. Between the two latter openings, are two diamonds 
of glazed brick. "1741" is scratched in a brick above the side 
door. The west gable has two six-pane casement windows on the 
second story. There is one six-pane casement window at the 
first floor level of the north end, north of the centered base­ 
ment entrance. The window is protected by a brick entry pent 
covered with a shingle roof.

/!.. 'X

,,,The inj;erdppr has. .a large square "hall" with 
paneling on "two sides. The fireplace wall and chimney breast 
igs decorated with pilasters and there is an enclosed staircase 
to both the second floor and into the basement. On the south 
side, of the fireplace a cupboard, is no longer there. Beyond 
this hall room are two smaller rooms, each with a paneled 
chimney piece. The second floor is divided into a hall and 
four bedrooms. In the southeast bedroom is an unusual valance 
board made to hold the curtains of a low post bed.

Pemberton is in process (1970) of careful restoration 
which is being done within the means of private funds raised 
locally on a regular, annual, basis. The landscaping is 
started (1970) and hopes are expressed by the Foundation that 
when the building is ready to be opened to the public as 
planned, an open space program in conjunction with the build­ 
ing will be instigated.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The story of Pemberton Hall's significance in^ltrtJels two 
charter members of the Society of the" Cincinnati, a' Governor 
of Maryland, a Colonel in the Maryland Militia, an ardent Con­ 
federate sympathizer. The 'association of these men to the 
house is coupled with Pemberton Hall's eighteenth-century 
Maryland architectural design and constructional features and 
details.

Pemberton Hall tract, first patented in 1679 to William 
Stevens, was conveyed to Thomas Pemberton four years later. 
In 1726 Joseph Pemberton sold the land to Isaac Handy.

The Handy and Pemberton families played significant 
roles in the affairs of the County. Isaac Handy ( -1763), 
builder of the Hall in 1741, was a Justice of the Peace, a 
planter, and a Colonel in the Maryland Militia. He founded 
a shipping business as a result of servicing -local planters 
through "Handy's Landing" (twentieth-century Main Street 
Bridge in Salisbury).

One of "builder" Isaac Handy's five sons, George Handy 
(1756-1820), was a charter member of the Society of the 
Cincinnati, albeit he never owned the Hall. He served in the 
Maryland Line in the Fifth Regiment as well as Lee's Dragoons 
in the American Revolution. After the "builder's" death the 
house became the property of George Handy's brother, Henry 
Handy.

During the Civil War the Hall was the home of Allison 
Parsons, a southern sympathizer. Despite the Federal troops 
encamped in Salisbury, Parsons insisted on firing a cannon 
upon the receipt of news of each Confederate victory. After 
issuing several ultimatums to Parsons, the U. S. Army soldiers 
raided Pemberton Hall in order to silence the cannon. However, 
Parsons had buried it before their arrival. In addition to 
the cannon firing which provoked the raid, Parsons used 
Pemberton Hall as a rendezvous for Eastern Shore Confederate 
sympathizers.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Recorders: Mrs. George E. Burnett, St. Giles, Hebron, Md. 21830; 
Michael Bourne, Field Surveyor, Nancy Miller, 
Historian, Maryland Historical Trust, P. 0. Box 1704, 
Annapolis, Maryland 21404.

Katherine Scarborough, Homes of the Cavaliers, 1930

Paul Wilstach, Tidewater Maryland, New York: Blue Ribbon Press,
1931.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ' 

————————— ————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— |
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 38° 21' 09 " 75 ° 38' 57" 
NE 38° 21' 15 " 75 ° 38' 33" 
SE ". 38° 20' 22 - 7-5 ° 38- 21- 
sw 3 8 <? 20' 20" 75° 38- 4 Q -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
_ OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE - - k-CiNGJ T4JOE' -- C ."- J

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
O > « o •- 1. • .- ; r »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: r /- f\ r«r*O CS s*C^Q \ (//T^X

1LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR ^^J^JpV^BO U N&fc^fp^X^

STATE: CODE

STATE: _ CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY A^V Vl? 1 o ^^s\. CODE

/K/ iVhJQli^ ^*-'\
COUNTY: — i x"' l -*-Cr /\/ \'~-'\ CODE

•^ mi n T .. PI
COUNTY: \^\ H ~1 ' ' '^ (">**'/ CODEVx uj'^Qjfj y/c^y
COUNTY: ^^'/^^v^ ̂ " ^-"\*\ ^// CODE

^<^r\\^^y
NAME AND Tl TLE:

Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of t:he Marvland Recrister
ORGANIZATION.. DATE

Maryland' His tor icaT .Trust: .J ~ . ----.-.--v - NOV. '9 ,; 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:

Post Office Box 1704 '..:'"'" *..-.-.-.• .-.- : -— >
CITY OR TOWN:

Annapq li s ^ ' ' ' """ " •'
i^ffl^iM^^iiiiMiii^iiii^iiiiii^iiiiBii

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State. ^ <; . Local Q

U £VH (y/) fci £K£H-M i ^
Orlando Ridout IV 

Title State Liaison Officer
for Maryland 

Date November 9. 1Q7Q*

STATE CODE

Maryland , "- 24

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. ' ~* , ~ ' ' ' .

<F> 1 /'///)

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic l#e§fe«jarion

, FEB181971 /_ .
Date .---.

ATTEST: , - - / : - . .

Keeper of Tha National Register^ 
I

Date JAN j Q JQTf*
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#8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Frances Handy/ a granddaughter of "builder" Colonel Isaac 
Handy ( -1763), eloped with Alexander Roxburg, a hero of the 
American Revolution (Major, Fourth Regiment, Maryland Line) , 
charter member of the Society of the Cincinnati.

'"William Handy (1802-1857) , a descendant of Colonel Handy, 
and a Maryland State Legislator, became known for his support of 
free trade, state's rights, and John C.Calhoun's doctrine of 
nullification. (See Calhoun's South Carolina Exposition and 
Protest, 1829, on the 1828 tarriff .)

In 1868 Elihu E. Jackson (1837-1907), Governor of Maryland 
from 1888 to 1892, with James Cannon purchased Pemberton Hall 
at a trustee's sale, the building and land surrounding it being 
retained by Cannon. Cannon sold his interest in Pemberton Hall 
to Cadmus J. Taylor (1884) who willed the property to his son 
James Ichabod Taylor. James Taylor's son Rex A. Taylor, a 
Judge of the Wicomico County Circuit Court, and his brother 
Seth Taylor owned Pemberton Hall from 1931 to 1963, at which time 
the Foundation took it over.

According to tradition Loyalists gathered at Pemberton Hall 
during the American Revolution.

19. REFERENCES (continued)

Henry Chandlee Forman, Early Manor and Plantation
Maryland, Easton, Maryland: the author, 1934.

Works Progress Administration,vMaryland A Guide t 
State, New York: Oxford University Press, 19

Swepson Earle, The Chesapeake Bay Country, Baltimo 
Putnam, 1938.

Historic Salisbury Maryland, Garden City, N. Y.: 
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Heinrich Ewald Buchholz, Governors of Maryland, Baltimore: 
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District of Columbia, Baltimore: Biographical Publishing, 
1879.
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STATE
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COUNTY
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*?/ 5 *} J. n-i * ~i 0 // (X A: /// X ' tx *f-i Ooo / «•*// Q ( '
iiSJKSSJBSSSiS:: ':f£2::::'::y^

COMMON: Pemberton Hall
AND/OR HISTORIC: Pemberton

STREET AND NUM BER:

South side of Pemberton Road, 3 miles southwest of Salisbury
CITY OR TOWN:

Salisbury,
STATE: CODE COUNTY:

Maryland 24 Wicom
, ————— -^J CODE

ico .-'\ V^^'-U^/l/tKS .

SOURCE: •' ,' / /."' !. /.A . '••;''X \

U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute map; Eden Quadrangle, Maryland,^ ' : b/'£;> -
SCALE: 1:24000 ! O#~ '<^7C' -
DATE: 1942 \,'-.- . X/^, ' 'T- . ' !/ ^

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required. 
2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

"'*r w ,v./'
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1. Property broundaries where required
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3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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