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" ARCH TECTURAL SI OGN H CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

['re Charlton Mill (1911) i s locatedon the Wst of Cook Pond near @ obe Villiage on 12 acres of
Land purchased fromthe WIIliamConnell estate. [t was the last granite mill constructedin
Mall River, the granite used i nthe construction was quarriedon the site. The Spinning Ml
5a 3 story structure {154'x374") wa shallow roof, great width (6 aisle plan ) and w ndows of
;onsi derabl e size; the corplex includes an engine /picker house, attached bhoiler house and
rhimey. The |arge Vave Shed has been denolished. Designed by WlliamT. Henry, the nost
rolific mll engineer inFall River and Chauncey Sears as nason & contractor, the Charlton Mil|
signifies the ultimte refinement of cottontextile mll design inits extreme width & |arge

a ndowarea,and retains its integrity of design, materials, worJonanship and setting and iteets

riteria A and C of the national Register, > ,

e« - HSTARCAL SIGNFI CANCE of area. (Explaindevelopnent cf area, what caused it :
and how it affected conmmunity; be specific).

The Charlton Mill, located near A obe Village i nthe southern part of the city i s located on

the stream which flows from Gook Pond; it was the site of Fall River's first mll- the A obe

Mill (1811). However tte area becane nost iirportant after 1870 when steamcoul d conpensate

or the absence of a concentrated falls at this location and 10 mlls are still |ocated here.

The last profitable years before the collapse of cottontextile productioninFall River were
from 1907 to 1911 when ei ght new fine goods mills were built; tHde Charlton Mill was the |ast
of these. The building of this nodern mill was promoted hy Janes Sinclair, a mn who had worked
inside mlls since boyhood and had been book-keeper at the Vrtpanoag Mi|ls, kfterincorporation
in 1910 he was elected to the position of Treasurer/Clerk and Selling Agent and handled direct
selling at their office at 22 Bedford Street. EP Charlton, one of the larger financial backers
of the project was elected President and it isfor himthat the mlls were naned. Charlton \”s
Fall River's nost promnent self-made man; he was a pioneer i nthe 5&0 cent store novenent and
at one time the EP. Charlton stores nunbered 54, with Fall River as their headquarters before
they nerged with the Wholworth Stores. Wth original capital of $800,000 the conpany was
e of the first to have a dual pcwer systemof steamand electrical power. The machinery was
Ne latest inmill equipnent, especially the coiipound engine, as well as carding and spinning
cranes from Howard & Bul | ough American Machine ., conbers and spindles for the spinning frames
:rom WM i n Machi ne Works, |oons from Cronpton & Know es LoomWr ks, spoolers fromT.C Entwhistle
nd nules fromAsa Lee & . of Adham England. 1n 1913 they operated 1300 broad |oons, and mul e,
ring and twisting spindles totaling over 52,000, for the productionof fine and fancy cotton goods
nd novelties. Production rates increased until the md 1920s after vfhich they |eveledand then
rapered off. 1n 1938 the conpany was sold to the General Cotton Supply G. and has stiayedi n
Jroduction of related textile items to the present day, having i nthe 1940s gone through the hands
)t the Lorrane Yam MIIs,Inc..&Mapl ewood Yam Mill, Inc. In 1968 the coirplex was soldto Harold
B BLI G3APHY and/or REFEFREINCES  Katzman; it i sstill intextile production.

912 City Directory : ' « N
Bennett's Handbook of Textile Corporations, 1913 p.171 " s
smerican Whol & Cotton Reporter, 1920, p. 293 "

"all River Evening News, Novenber 8, 1912 e

IAS No. Mass.-986, New England-Textile Survey, 1970-71

iuilding Permt #123, 4/17/1911, $300,000 (including spinningmill, weaving mi ||, engine house
. St ore-house)

.90 Corporate M|l Plans
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