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T o w n F a l l River , Mass. 

Name cf area ( i f any) Globe V i l l a g e ; 

Charlton M i l l 

109 Howe, at Crawford St . 

General date or period 1911 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual inventory forms have been completed." 
Label streets (including route ntraibers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 

:A''\Al ^ 

H0US£. 
Recorded by Peggy V i e l m e t t i 

Organization FROHP 

Date 6/18/81 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



" ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

["ne Charlton M i l l (1911) i s located on the West of Cook Pond near Globe Villiage on 12 acres of 
Land purchased from the William Connell estate. I t was the last granite m i l l constructed i n 
^ a l l River, the granite used i n the construction was quarried on the s i t e . The Spinning M i l l 
5 a 3 story structure {154'x374') w/a shallow roof, great width (6 aisle plan ) and windows of 
;onsiderable size; the corplex includes an engine /picker house, attached boiler house and 
rhimney. The large Weave Shed has been demolished. Designed by William T. Henry, the most 
r o l i f i c m i l l engineer i n Fall River and Chauncey Sears as mason & contractor, the Charlton M i l l 
signifies the ultimate refinement of cotton t e x t i l e m i l l design i n i t s extreme width & large 
a.ndow area,and retains i t s i n t e g r i t y of design, materials, worJonanship and setting and iteets 
: r i t e r i a A and C of the national Register, „» , 

• - HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development cf area, what caused i t , : 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

The Charlton M i l l , located near Globe Village i n the southern part of the c i t y i s located on 
the stream which flows from Cook Pond; i t was the site of Fall River's f i r s t m i l l - the Globe 
M i l l (1811). However t±e area became most iirportant after 1870 when steam could conpensate 
or the absence of a concentrated f a l l s at th i s location and 10 mills are s t i l l located here. 
The last profitable years before the collapse of cotton t e x t i l e production i n Fall River were 
from 1907 to 1911 when eight new fine goods mills were b u i l t ; t±ie Charlton M i l l was the last 
of these. The building of this modern m i l l was promoted hy James Sinclair, a man who had. worked 
inside mills since boyhood and had been book-keeper at the Wartpanoag Mi l l s , k f t e r incorporation 
in 1910 he was elected to the position of Treasurer/Clerk and Selling Agent and handled direct 
selling at their office at 22 Bedford Street. E.P. Charlton, one of the larger financial backers 
of the project was elected President and i t i s for him that the mills were named. Charlton \^s 
Fall River's most prominent self-made man; he was a pioneer i n the 5&10 cent store movement and 
at one time the E.P. Charlton stores numbered 54, with Fall River as their headquarters before 
they merged with the Wbolworth Stores. With original capital of $800,000 the conpany was 
Dne of the f i r s t to have a dual pcwer system of steam and electrical power. The machinery was 
^e latest i n m i l l equipnent, especially the coiipound engine, as well as carding and spinning 
crames from Howard & Bullough American Machine Co., combers and spindles for the spinning frames 
:rom WMtin Machine Works, looms from Cronpton & Knowles Loom Works, spoolers from T.C. Entwhistle 
md mules from Asa Lee & Co. of Oldham, England. In 1913 they operated 1300 broad looms, and mule, 
ring and twisting spindles totaling over 52,000, for the production of fine and fancy cotton goods 
md novelties. Production rates increased u n t i l the mid 1920s after vfhich they leveled and then 
:apered o f f . In 1938 the conpany was sold to the General Cotton Supply Co. and has stiayed i n 
)roduction of related t e x t i l e items to the present day, having i n the 1940s gone through the hands 
)f the Lorrane Yam Mills,Inc..& Maplewood Yam M i l l , Inc. In 1968 the coirplex was sold to Harold 
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