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17. DESCRIPTION
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THE PHESENT AND OHIGINAU (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARAMCE

The Alien Glover Vault, a Greek Revival structure, contains burial 
places for thirty people. Fifteen crypts open on the east side and 
fifteen crypts open on the west side. It is a square ^structure, made 
of brick which has been stuccoed over and painted white. The stucco 
is scored to give the appearance of large rectangular blocks.

A portico surrounds the main block of the structure. At each 
of the four corners stuccoed masonry walls support the entablature. 
On each of the four sides three Doric columns are set in antis. These 
columns are of iron and rest on square pedestals of brick. The roof is 
hipped and topped by a granite cross.

The yard around the mausoleum is surrounded by a high ornate iron 
fence of Gothic design. The spears of iron, which make the fency palings, 
rusted in their sockets and most have disappeared, leaving only the posts 
standing. The iron Gothic gate which bears the date 1858 is still intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Glover Mausoleum is one of the largest and most imposing 
mausoleums in the state. Its size,, the use of jGreek Revival archit 
ecture and the rarity of above-ground burials in the. Black Belt 
section of Alabama add to its significance. '

The Mausoleum was constructed by. Mary Ann Diven Glover, the second 
wife of Alien Glover, some time after his death in 1840. An e.xact 
date of construction is not known, but references to the mausoleum 
establish thet it was constructed in 1856.

Alien Glover was one of the founders of the city of Demopolis. 
A pioneer merchant and extensive planter, he moved to Marengo .County 
in .1819 from South Carolina, bringing with him Lls family, several 
brothers,hls slaves, flocks and herds. They bought lands, erected log 
dwellings, a school house, and stores. Glover traded with the Indians 
and slowly established a gre.it planting interesf:.

Until the vault was built, the body of Sarkh Serena Norwood Glover, 
his first wife, and possibly the body of Glover] himself were buried 
at Gaineswood.

Alien Glover gave each of his children a plantation and a home. 
The Riverside Cemetery of Deraopolis was part ofi the plantation of 
Anne Gaines Glover Lyon (the first child of Alien Glover by his 
second marriage). She gave the Riverside Cemetery portion of her 
plantation to the City of Demopolis for UKC us $ cemetery.
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