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CONDITION
Excellent D Good Fair

(Check One) 

| | Deteriorated I| Ruins [I Unexposed

(Check One) 

XI Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved ® Origir.al Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Old Bale Mill is a grist mill built in 1846-4? on a 
sloping site.TKe downhill side of this wooden structure 
has three stories, the uphill side two; each level covers 
approximately 1000 square feet. The lumber and stones used 
in construction were locally obtained and processed. The 
exterior walls are covered with wood siding; the present 
corrugated iron roof has replaced the original shake roof. 
The overshot water wheel, 45 feet in diameter, and the 
gearing were made of wood. The jnillstones were locally 
made of native stone. A flume constructed of halved and 
holTowed-out redwood logs conveyed water to the top of the 
overshot wheel; a rubble stone tailrace carried away the 
water. A grain storage building, also of wood construction, 
is located near the mill.

A plaque has been placed on the site by the Historic Land­ 
mark Committee, Native Sons of the Golden West. This site 
has been registered and numbered #359* as a point of historic 
interest by the California Historic Landmarks Advisory 
Committee.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1046 by Dr. E. T. Bale, grantee of Ranch Game Humana, it 
is a prime example of an early-day grist mill. While the ^9'ers 
were searching for gold in the hills and ravines of the Sierra 
Nevada, the mill was daily griding flour for the settlers. This 
mill is the only historic structure of its kind in California. Given 
originally to the Native Sons of the GoiaeriWest, repairs were 
subsequently provided the mill through State legislation and county 
funds. Since 19^1 the building h^as been owned by the County of Napa 
and is open daily as a public attraction. Thousands visit the mill 
annually.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY * 
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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NW ° o 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

38 ° 32 ' 28 " 122 ° 3D ' 30 "
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|L1ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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NAME AND TITLE:

Alien W. Welts, State Park Historian TIT
ORGAN, ZAT.ON Department of p^^ ^ Recreation DATE 

Resource Management and Protection Division 2/30/70
STREET AND NUMBER:

I*a6 "9" Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Sacramento
Ijilililt^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q ^§£6te g] Local Q

Name /^ / ' * L~r

// <

Title State Liaison Officer

Date AUgUSt 3, 1970

STATE CODE

California ,06

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

(J^L^L, [k*$i*,,
Chief, Office of Archeology andHfstoric Preservation

Eate 4^/>^'/ /
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