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This form Is for use In nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and sut>categories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
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1. Name of Property

historic name Pospeshi 1 Theatre;
other names/site number ‘NeHBS #KX02-8: OHBIN #05-30-05

2. Location
street & number 123 Broadway il/j\not for publication

city, town Bloomfield I/ 3\vicinity
state Nebraska code NE county  Knox code 107 zip code 68718
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[3 private [3 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I 1 public-local I 1 district | buildings
n public-State I 1 site sites
r~| public-Federal I 1 structure structures

I 1 object objects
| Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Opera House Buildings in Nebraska 1867-1917 listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

Q nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In im opinion, the property IXI meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet..

ature of certifying official Date '

director, Nehraaka St-afP. HiRf-nnVal Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
|, hereby, certify that this property is:

Oentered in the National Register.
| 1 See continuation sheet,

n determined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet,

undetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register.
I 1 other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation 8 niiltiire:—Theatre;
Music facil ity Commer ce/ Trade: Restaur ant
Social: Meeting hal | Commer ce/ Trade; War ehouse
Conmer ce/ Trade: Restaurant Domesticr Multiple dwelling
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
_ ) foundation Unknown
OTHER: Two-part commercial block walls Brick
roof Unknown

other Decorative brick window arches

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Pospeshi| Theatre is |ocated at the northwest corner of Broadway and
Grant, at the edge of the business section. Constructed in 1906 by John
Pospeshi |, the Two-Part Conmercial Block structure is described inthe Feb. 15,
1906 Bloomfield Monitor as having a facade of "pressed brick." The building itself
Is approximately 114 feet long by 50 feet wide. It hasred brick arches over all
of the wndows and red brick ridges along the top of the building. Qherw se, the
building isutilitarian in appearance. Thefirst-floor auditoriumis raised about
half a story above the street level. Entrance was through double doors at the
center front of the building, into what was probably a spacious |obby sone 28 feet
deep. Unfortunately, this particular space was converted toliving quarters at
sone time after the building no |onger functioned as an opera house. CQurrent
entrance isthrough a garage-width door, uparanpfilling what was the stage |eft
wing. Two ticket wndows remain at the rear of the auditoriumspace, although one
nay have been used t oserve refreshnents at dances and sporting events.

The auditoriumis 47 feet wide by 61 feet long from the proscenium openingt o
the back of the auditorium Double doors with atransom above once provi ded
entrance tothis space from the |obby. The balcony is sone 28 feet deep; it
extends behind the auditoriumspace about 23 feet. The bal cony curves Inward,
awnay fromthe stage; this isthe reverse of nost other Nebraska opera house
bal conies. Permanent pewstyle benches remain inthe tiered bal cony (see photo
#5), which has four [arge w ndows on the east end and two on the south. A knee-
high rail withvertical posts set about six inches apart delineates the edge of
the bal cony. This balcony has "boxes" w th permanent bench seats at the front on
both the north and south sides (photo #6). It is reached by staircases on either
side which cone up along the outside of and behind the bal cony boxes. Si x
attractive pillars support the ceiling of the bal cony; the top third of these
pillars isa large wainscoted triangle (see photo #3). \Winscoting is used
extensively throughout the rest of the auditoriumas well, including the entire
area around the entrance under the bal cony; at the tops of supportive arches
placed at the edge of the bal cony and at the mdpoint of the auditorium bel ow the
stage level; andcircling the auditoriumtoa level of approximately three feet.
The auditoriumhas a marvel ous pressed tinceiling inshades of rust and dark
green. This ceiling, which along with the walls shows water danage, has a doubl e
order of pressed tinintwodistinctive styles circli n% the auditorium (see photo
U). Conditionof the floor isdifficult toascertain because of conmercial
storage.

[x~] See continuation sheet
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The proscenium arch neasures 24 feet wde by about 16 feet high, wth w ngs
of 11 feet, 6 inches. The stage left wing no longer exists; it wvas replaced by a
cenent ranp. CQurrent access to the stage area is by a narrow door on the extrene
stage right side; it can safelﬁ be assuned that another such door once existed on
the stage left side. [De to the style of the auditoriumand the fact that itis
| ocated about half a story above ground level, it can be assuned that dressing
roons once existed under the stage, although this area is no |onger accessible.
The stage is 2 feet deep fromthe prosceniumopening to the back wall; itis
approximately 5 feet above the auditoriumfloor level. A two-foot apron extends
beyond the prosceniumarch. Sone scenery remnants, apparently el aborate
draperies, remains suspended on the stage. The original advertising curtain
featured "a street scene in Bloonfield wth paintings of five of Bloonfield s big
brick buildings," and advertising spaces "went |ike hotcakes; there didn't seemto
be enough to go around" (Bloomfield Monitor 23 Aug. 1906).

The structural and historical integrityof the building and theatre, except
for the renoval of the stage left wng area, has been preserved.

The large rectangular brick two-story building with raised basement, has
a center raised entry on the main.(east) facade and a flat roof with parapet
wall. The building is divided into bays by full-height brick pilasters
visually supporting a corbelled wall cornice. Fenestration consists of
segmental Iy arched w ndow openings capped with brick w ndow hoods. The main
(east) entry displays double doors, transom fanlight and round-arched
brick w ndow hood visually supported by wall pilasters with corbelled
wall comices. The building has seen few alterations on the exterior.
Sone Wi ndows on the south facade are now boarded up and other lower |evel
openi ngs have glass block infill.

The building originally housed the opera house and various retail
businesses, including a restaurant on the |ower level (converted to a
garage in the 1920s), tailor shop, and professional office space. The
building is currently used as a bar:, and apartnment units, and the opera
house space is used for comrercial storage.
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property In relation to other properties:

0 nationally [ 3 statewide I 1 locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [X]A O B [zZ\C | |D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [H A N C e £ I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Brft'éP ta inAnerit'FRecr eat i on 1906-1917 1905

Social Hi story

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

»

The Pospeshil| Theatre issignificant for itsassociationwith and i n reference
to the historic context "Aesthetic Systens: Itinerant and Local Performng Arts in
Nebraska" and t he property type of "(pera House Buil dings i n Nebraska, 1867 to
1917." Uhder Criterion A this opera house issignificant intheareas of the
performng arts; entertainnent/recreation; and social history, on astate |evel,
as a well ﬂreserved exanpl e of an opera house building in Nebraska. The building
retains a high degree of historical integrity, possessing the physical and
associative characteristics tonake it aneligible nenoer of its property type.

This opera house issignificant inthe area of perforrrin% arts for bringinga
variety of entertainnent tothe conmunity of Bloonfield. As atacility for the
performng arts, it offered productions such as touring stock conpanies, nusical
concerts, dialect conmedies, grand and comc opera, Shakespeare, mnstrel shows,
classics like Uncle Tom's Cabin, Monte Cristo, or Lena Rivers, and hore tal ent
shows. (See follow ng table of Representative Entertai nments 1906-1917.)

Thi s opera house i s Si Enificant inthe area of entertainnent/recreation, since
it provided a place where the whol e community could gather toattend dances, and
edifying or hunorous | ectures. (See follow ng table of Representative
Entertarnnents 1906- 1917.)

This opera house is si?nificant inthe area of social history because it gave
Bloonfield a neutral, nonaffiliated location for school entertainnents, basketball
and other athletic events, and church socials and bazaars. (See follow ng table of
Representative Entertainnents 1906-1917.) Inthe days before radio, television,

and sound novies, activities at the opera house were anticiﬁat ed for days or weeks
ahead of tine. It provided a place for people toget together tohave a good tine
and forget their troubles over crops, weather, taxes, therailroads, and the
generally hard life of settling the Geat Plains.

fx| See continuation sheet



9 Myjor Bbliographica References

Bloomfield Diamond Jubilee 1890-1965. Wahoo: Ludi Printing Co 1965.
Bloomfield Monitor. 28 Dec. 1905 - 29 Nov. 1917

Mrnann, Viva. Telephone interview Bloonfield: 28 My 1987.

Pospisil, Eml. Telephone interview Bloonfield: 27 My 1987.

Pospisil Qpera House, exterior. Postcard. Andrea Paul Collection, Lincoln, NE
Pospisil Theatre. Bloonfield site visit. 30 My 1987.

Skrivan, Wlliam A Letter tothe author. Bloonfield: 5 Jun. 1986.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
| Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
I previously listed in the National Register
I previously determined eligible by the National Register
Idesignated a National Historic Landmark
Irecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Less

than one V. \-\ arre

UTM References
AIlAiIl 161 1L 1l
Zone Easting

cL_U L1 < L i i 0

Il 1iol 14,7! 1,6|8|5]|5]

Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

This property isdescribed as Lots 4 and 5, Block 6,

Bl oonfield, Knox County, Nebraska.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes t heentire town lots

with this property.

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle D. Layne Ehlers. Principal
organization OHBIN Studv

street & number. 2302 South [Ilth

city or town Lincoln

d] See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

HState historic preservation office
Other State agency

| IFederal agency

| ILocal government

r— University

E Other

Specify repository:

D. Layne Ehlers (see below)
BL [ | J
Zone  Easting Northing
J Ly L L
| ISee continuation sheet
intheOriginal Town of

| |1See continuation sheet

that have been historically associated

| |See continuation sheet

Investigator

.date.  Apri 988
.telephone r4021 455-6946
. state NF zip code

fiRSn?
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The period of s\iA%nifi_cance i sderived fromthe original construction date of
the building, 1906, when it replaced the earlier BloonfieldQpera Huse. The press
celebrated It as "onethat would be acredit toanycity of 25 000 inhabitants and
is amgnificent nonunent tothe enterprise andfaith of one of our forenost
citizens' (?Ioomfleld Monitor 6 Sep. 1906). The period of significance continued
through 1917, the year considered tosignal the end of the opera house era i n
Nebraska, based on declining nunbers of touring conpani es nationally and risin
nunibers of novi e houses and aut onobi | es.  The Q@ pheum (Mvie) Theatre and the St ar
(Movie) Theatre took nost of the business away from the Pospeshil Theatre, |eaving
only sporadic events dwindlinginquantity fromyear to year.
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Pospeshil Theatre, Bloomfield
Representative Entegtainments, 1906-1917

DATE EVENT AND PERFORMERS

Social History

Dec 1906 Musical recital by Mr. Freefield’s class

Nov 1907 Basketball

Oct 1908 Political speech by Gov. George L. Sheldon

Oct 1909 Wrestling match, Jake Jakopsen of Iowa vs. Hans Olsen of Bloomfield
Oct 1912 Columbian Entertainment by St. Andrew’s School pupils

Dec 1913 Christmas Entertainment by the pupils of St. Andrew’s School

Nov 1916 Bazaar and chicken pie social by the Ladies of St. Andrew’s Guild

Entertainment/Recreation

Nov 1906 Thanksgiving dance, music by Pospeshil & Mitchell Orchestra
Nov 1909 Thanksgiving dance, music by First Regiment Band Orchestra
Dec 1909 Lecture by the Rev. John Daly
Oct 1911 Lecture by Robert L. Kemple, The American Boy
Oct 1912 Dance, music by First Regimental Orchestra
Halloween Dance, music by First Regimental Orchestra
Nov 1912 Freiheit Lodge dance, music by McCoy’s Celebrated Orchestra
Thanksgiving masquerade dance, music by the Bloomfield Orchestra
Oct 1913 Halloween dance, music by the Bloomfield Orchestra
Nov 1913 Hill’s dance
Masquerade dance
Oct 1914 Dance, music by the Bloomfield Concert Orchestra
Dance, music by Collins Bros. Orchestra of Marcus, Iowa
Dance, music by DelLucas Orchestra
Nov 1914 Dance, music by DalLucas Orchestra
Oct 1915 Lecture by Hon. Granville Jones, humorist
Nov 1915 Thanksgiving dance
Dance, music by Bloomfield Orchestra -
Oct 1917 Dance, music by Jorgia Jazz Band
Dance, music by Clemens’ Orchestra of Sheldon, Iowa
Married Folks Dance, music by Ogden’s 5-piece orchestra
Clayton H. Staples, landscape artist
Paul Barnaby, Entertainer and Reader of Plays
Nov 1917 Red Cross dance, music by Clemens’ Orchestra of She1don, Iowa
Thanksgiving dance music by Clemmens’ Orchestra of Sheldon, Iowa
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Pospeshil Theatre, Bloomfield
Representative Entertainments, 1906-1917

DATE

EVENT AND PERFORMERS

Performing Arts

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec
Nov

Dec
Oct

Nov

Dec
Oct

Nov

Oct

Nov
Dec

1906

1906

1906

1906

1907

1907
1908

1908

1908
1909

1909

1910

1910
1910

Wallack’s Theatre Co. in The Slave Girl, The Quaker Tragedy, and
The Mansion of Aching Hearts

A Life’s Mistake

A Day of Judgment by the Kearney Stock Co.

Monte Cristo with Eugene Moore :

On the Bridge at Midnight

- Ward & Grenell1’s Hooligan’s Troubles

The Hidden -Hand with Coral Armin and Van Murrel

Blind Boon Concert Co.

Cincinnati Cremona Orchestra concert

King Perkins Co. in A Homespun Heart

Bloomfield Juvenile Band Concert

Dubinsky Brothers’ Pickings from Puck

Chicago Lyceum Ladies Quartette

Father MacCorry of New York, lecturing on The Kingship of Man

Brownlee & Reed’s Dramatic Co. in The Texas Cattle King

A Bachelor’s Honeymoon with James F. Green

The Trousdale Brothers in The Love Trail

A Gay 0]d Girl with Reginald Poole

Walter Savidge co. in Pardners, Thorns & Orange Blossoms, and
The Devil

Hans Hanson company

Under the Harvest Moon

Lena Rivers

Ward Waters Entertainment co.

The Farmer’s Daughter

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Eugene Moore’s Monte Cristo

Monte Cristo by Fred G. Conrad’s co.

The 01d Clothes Man

Phy1lis Barrington Stock Co. in The Morning After, The Girl of the
Sunny South, and The Merry Widower

Pinkey, the Pinkerton Girl

The Man on the Box
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Pospeshil Theatre, Bloomfield
Representative Entertainments, 1906-1917

DATE EVENT AND PERFORMERS

Performing Arts, cont’d.

Oct 1911  IT Trovatore .
Water Savidge Co. in A Story of the South
Wagner-Shank Opera Co. with Faust
Nov 1911 The Revelation by the Elwin Strong Co.
The Yankee Doodle Boy with Bud Hicks
Emperian Concert Co. o
Under the Harvest Moon
Dec 1911 Christian Hanseh violin cohcert
Oct 1912 Blind Boone Concert Co.
Hamlet—--A Tragedy by Hilliard Wight & Co.
Nov 1912 Kidnapped for a Million by the Perrys
Tilly Tilson, the funny Swede comedian
Joe, the Newsboy Detective
Dec- 1912 The E. G. Douglas Vaudeville Show
Dec 1913  What Became of Parker, high school home talent
Oct 1914 Joe Weber’s Alma, Where Do You Live?
Christian Hansen, the celebrated Scandinavian violinist, assisted
by Miss Ethel Belle Haynes, pianist, reader, impersonator
C. L. Burgderfer, the Original Funny Man
Nov 1914 Concert by Dr. 0. A. King and Miss Grace Wattles
Dec 1914 What prpened to Ole
Sep 1915 Harvey Holmes and his company of entertainers
Don’t Lie to Your Wife
Oct 1915 The Frame Up
Hilliard & Amber Wight in The Night Before Christmas
Edna Earl Crum Concert Party
Nov 1915 Gordon.Vos Binder-Hewitt Company in The Stronger Love
Dec 1915 Meistersingers Male Quartette
Jerry and Col. Lee
Walter. -Savidge Players in Why Lindy Ran Away -
Sep 1916  Don’t Lie to Your Wife
Oct 1916 The House of a Thousand Candles
The Divorce Question
On the: Bridge at Midnight
In a Woman’s Power



NPS Form 10-800-a
{

8-88)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number

_ 8 Page_ 5

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

i
il

i

v

1

2

[

A

0o

Pospeshil Theatre, Bloomfield
Representative Entertainments, 1906-1917

DATE EVENT AND PERFORMERS
Performing Arts, cont’d.
Nov 1916 Melver Juvenile Opera Co. with My Morocco Maid
Dec 1916 D. W. Griffith’s The Birth of a Nation
Oct 1917 Busby’s Minstrels
Let Ole Do It
The New Wizard of Wiseland Abroad
Nov 1917 Condon Comedy Co. in The Quaker Outcast and Home Wrecker
Varallo Gross Orchestra Co. concert
. W. B. Patton’s A Wise Boob
Amy Ellerman Concert Contralto
The Condon Comedy Co. in The Minister’s Sweetheart
Dec 1917 McCabe’s Georgia Troubadour Minstrels

A Good For Nothing Husband
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The following information is the same for all Bloomfield photographs:

NAME OF PROPERTY: Pospeshil Theatre

CITY, COUNTY, STATE: Bloomfield, Knox, Nebrask
NeHBS SITE No.: KX02-8 :
OHBIN SITE No.: 05-30-05

NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER: Christian H. Ehlers

PHOTO NUMBER: Bloomfield #1

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 05-30-87 (8705/7:25)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Historical Society
DESCRIPTION OF VIEW INDICATING DIRECTION OF CAMERA: Exterior view, looking
northwest at the east (front) and south facades.

PHOTO NUMBER: Bloomfield #2

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 05-30-87 (8705/7:12)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Historical Society

DESCRIPTION OF VIEW INDICATING DIRECTION OF CAMERA: Interior view, looking west
at the stage from the balcony.

PHOTO NUMBER: Bloomfield #3

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 05~30-87 (8705/7:21)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Historical Society

DESCRIPTION OF VIEW INDICATING DIRECTION OF CAMERA: 1Interior view, looking east
at the balcony area.

PHOTO NUMBER: Bloomfield #4

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 05-30-87 (8705/7:4)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Historical Society
DESCRIPTION OF VIEW INDICATING DIRECTION OF CAMERA: Interior view, looking
northwest (from the balcony) at a side wall support.

PHOTO NUMBER: Bloomfield #5

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 05-30-87 (8705/7:9)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Historical Society
DESCRIPTION OF VIEW INDICATING DIRECTION OF CAMERA: Interior view, looking
southeast (from the balcony) at some of the balcony seats.

PHOTO NUMBER: Bioomfield #6

DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 05-30-87 (8705/7:3)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Historical Society
DESCRIPTION OF VIEW INDICATING DIRECTION OF CAMERA: Interior view, looking
southwest (from the balcony) at the balcony box seats.
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Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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This form is for use in'nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property ~

historic name Pospeshi | Theatre
other names/site number NeHBS #KX02-8: OHBIN #05-30-05

2. Location
street & number 125 Broadway il/~ot for publicatioTT
city, town Bloomf ield [il/jiyicinity”
state  Nebraska code NE county  Knox code 107 zip code 68718
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[3 private [3 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| 1 public-local |1 district I buildings
| 1 public-State | 1 site sites
I 1 public-Federal I I structure structures

I 1 object /9 objects

@ I Totd
Name of related multiple property listing: /& Number of contributing resources previously
Opera House Buildings in Nebraska 1867-191 /‘O listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

Q

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation ;ct of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
O nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In 1719 opinion, the property I1XI meets  does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.,, LA
A MV [MNEI2N
aued catifying officid Date

Directorf Nebraska St:aP. HfRt-nnVal Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property EH meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

I I entered in the National Register.
I 1 See continuation sheet.

| 1 determined eligible for the National
Register. EH See continuation sheet.

| 1 determined not eligible for the
National Regjister.

I I removed from the National Register.
EH other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation Hrul +nrfi;—Theatre; Cnmmftrrp./Tradft:—Cnmmercial storage
Miigic faci | ity
Social; Meeting ha! |

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

. foundation Unknown
OTHER: Two-part commercial block Brick
walls
roof Unknown

other Decorative brick window arches

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Pospeshil Theatre is located at thenorthwest corner of Broadway and
Grant, at the edge of thebusiness section. Constructed i n 1906 by John
Pospeshil, the Two-Part Comnmercial Bl ock structure is described intheFeb 15,
1906 Bloomfield Monitor as having a facade of "pressed brick." The building itself
is approximtely 114 feet long by 50 feet wide. It has red brick arches over all
of the w ndows and redbrick ridges along the top of the building. GQherwse, the
building isutilitarian in appearance. The first-floor auditoriumis raised about
half a story above the street level. Entrance was through double doors at the

center front of the building, into what probably a spacious |obby sone 28 feet
deep. Unfortunately, this particular e was converted toliving quarters at
sone time after the building no |onger I oned as an opera house. Current
entrance i s through a garage-w dth door, ranﬂ) filling what was t hestage |Ieft
wing. Two ticket wndowsremain at therea the auditoriumspace, although one

nay have been used toserve refreshnents at d and sporting events.

The auditoriumis 47 feet wde by 61 feet I(%from the proscenium opening to
the back of the auditorium Double doors with a transom above once provided
entrance tothis space fromthe |obby. The balcony is sone 28 feet deep; it
extends behind theauditoriumspace about 23 feet. The bal cony curves Inward,
anay from the stage; this isthereverse of nost other Nebraska opera house
bal conies. Pernmanent pewstyle benches remain inthe tiered bal cony (see photo
#5), which has four large w ndows on the east end and two on t he south. A knee-
high rail with vertical posts set about six inches apart delineates the edge of
the bal cony. This bal cony has "boxes" w th pernanent bench seats at thefront on
both the north and south sides (photo »6). |t is reached by staircases on either
side which cone up along the outside of and behind t he bal cony boxes. Si x
attractive pillars support theceiling of the bal cony; the top third of these
pillars isalarge wainscoted triangle (see photo t>3). WMinscoting is used
extensively throughout therest of the auditoriumas well, including the entire
area around the entrance under the bal cony; at the tops of supportive arches
placed at the edge of the bal cony and at the mdpoint of the auditorium below the
stage level; andcircling theauditoriumtoa level of approximately three feet.
The auditoriumhas a marvelous pressed tinceiling in shades of rust and dark

reen. This ceiling, which along with the walls shows water danage, has a doubl e
order of pressed tinintwodistinctive styles circli n% the auditorium (see photo
t»). Condition of the floor isdifficult toascertain because of commercial

st orage.

[x~1 See continuation sheet
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The prosceni um arch neasures 24 feet wde by about 16 feet high, with wngs
of 11 feet, 6 inches. The stage left wing no longer exists; it was replaced by a
cenent ranp. CQurrent access tothe stage area i s by a narrow door on the extrene
stage right side; it can safeli/] be assuned that another such door once existed on
the stage left side. Duetothe style of the auditoriumandthe fact that it is
| ocated about half a story above ground |evel, it can be assuned that dressing
roons once exi sted under the stage, although this area is no |onger accessible.
The stage is 22 feet deep fromthe prosceni um openi ngf tothe back wall; it is
approximately 5 feet above the auditoriumfloor level. Atwo-foot apron extends
beyond the prosceniumarch. Son@ scenery remants, apparently el aborate
draperies, remains suspended on the stage. The original advertising curtain
featured "astreet scene in Bloonfield wth paintings of five of Bloonfield s big
brick buildings," and advertising spaces "went |ike hotcakes; there didn't seemto
be enough t o go around" (Bloomfield Monitor 23 Aug. 1906).

The structural and historical tegrity of the building and theatre, except
for the removal of the stage |eft @/area, has been preserved.

/o
%
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Fl oor plan, Pospeshil Theatre, Bloomfield
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a*tatement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
HH nationally fxI statewide | 1 locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X}A QC I ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptons) O A (HHB O C [IHD CHE CHF I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Performin.q Arts 1906-1917 1905
Entertainment/Rec reation

Soc ial Histo ry

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Pospeshil Theatre is significant for itsassociationwith and in reference
to thehistoric context "Aesthetic Systens: Itinerant and Local Performng Arts in
Nebraska" and t he property type of "(pera House Buil dings i n Nebraska, 1867 to
1917." Under Criterion A this operashouse issignificant intheareas of the
performng arts; entertai nrrent/recrzeéb on; and social history, on astate level,

use building in Nebraska. The building
|

as a well ﬁ_reserved exanpl e of an ope @ _ .
retains a high degree of historical in ty,.gossesm ng the physical and
associative characteristics tonake it ﬁfém le nenfoer of itsproperty type.

This opera house is significant inthe @ of performng arts for bringinga
variety of entertainment tothe conmunity of Bi™onfield. As atacility for the
performng arts, it offered productions such as touring stock conpanies, nusical
concerts, dialect comedies, grand and comc opera, Shakespeare, mnstrel shows,
.classics like Uncle Tom's Cabin, Monte Cristo, or Lena Rivers, and hone talent

shows. (See following table of Representative Entertainnents 1906-1917.)

. This opera house is siﬂnifi cant inthe area of entertainnent/recreation, since
it provided a place where the whol e community coul d gather toattend dances, and
edifying or hunorous |ectures. (See followng table of Representative
Entertainnents 1906-1917.)

This opera house is si?nificant inthe area of social history because it gave
Bloonfield a neutral, nonaffiliated location for school entertainments, basketbal l
and other athletic events, and church socials and bazaars. (See following table of
Representative Entertainments 1906-1917.) Inthe days before radio, television,

and sound nmovies, activities at the opera house were anticipated for days or weeks
ahead of time. |t provided a place for people toget together tohave a good tinme
and forget their troubles over crops, weather, taxes, therailroads, and the
generally hard [ife of settling the Geat Plains.

fx| See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Bloomfield Diamond Jubilee 1890-1965. Whoo: Ludi Printing Co. 1965,
Bloomfield Monitor. 28 Dec. 1905 - 29 Nov. 1917.

Mormann, Viva. Tel ephone interview. Bloonfield: 28 My 1987.

Pospisil, Eml. Tel ephone interview. Bloonfield: 27 My 1987.

Pospisil QOpera House, exterior. Postcard. Andrea Paul Collection, Lincoln
Pospisil Theatre. Bloonfield site visit. 30 My 1987. '
Skrivan, Wlliam A Letter totheauthor. Bloonfield: 5 Jun, 1986.

| 1 See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| 1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office

| 1 previousiy listed in the National Register H Other State agency

| 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register | |Federal agency

CH designated a National Historic Landmark | ILocal government

| 1 recorded by Historic American Buildings I I'University
Survey # Ga Other

| 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:

D. Layne Ehlers (see beiow)

Record # @
Q

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Less than nnp; [I] arrp /(O
7
UTM References O@
ALkJ 1611 11 1,01 14,71 1[6]|8[5]5] B Q/ 111 71 L I
Zone  Easting Northing ne Easting Northing
cL_u 11 nrr 1o vl pL_u I 1l I

| 1 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

This property isdescribed as Lots 4 and 5, Block 6, intheOriginal Town of
Bl oonfield, Knox County, Nebraska.

| 1 See continuation sheet
Boundary Justification
The boundary includes theentire town [ots that have been historically associated
with this property.
| 1 See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle D Layne Ehlers. Principal Investigator
organization QB N Studv .date.  Apri 983
street & number. 2302 South | ith .telephone r402"l  455-6946

city or town Lincoln . State NF zip code fs9.HO?
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The period of significanceisderived fromthe original construction date of
the building, 1906, when it replaced the earlier Bloonfield Qpera House. The press
celebrated it as "one that would beacredit to anycity of 25 000 inhabitants and
is amgnificent nonun@nt to the enterprise andfaith of oneof our forenost
citizens" (Bloomfield Monitor 6 Sep. 1906). The period of significance continued
through 1917, the year considered to signal the end of the opera house erain
Nebraska, based on declining nunbers of touring conpanies nationally and rising
nunbers of novi e houses and aut onobi | es. The G pheum (Mvie) Theatre andthe Star
(Mvie) Theatre took nmost of the business anay from the Pospeshil Theatre, |eaving
only sporadic events dwindling inaquantity fromyear to year.

'%/
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Pospeshi| Theatre, Bl oonfield
Representative Entertai nments, 1906-1917

CATE BVENI AND FHRFORMERS

Social Hstory

Dec 1906 Musical recital by M. Freefield' s class

Nv 1907 Basket bal |

Gt 1908 Political speech by Gov. George L. Shel don

Qt 1909 Westling natch, Jake Jakopsen of lowa vs. Hans O sen of Bloonfield
Gt 1912 ol unbi an Entertainnent by St. Andrew s School pupils

Dec 1913 Christmas Entertai nment by t he pupils of St. Andrew s School

Nv 1916 Bazaar and chicken pi @ci al by theladies of St. Andrews Guild

Entertai nnent/Recreat i on Qf

%

Nv 1906 Thanksgiving dance, nusic by eshil &Mtchell Ochestra
Nv 1909 Thanksgiving dance, nusic by Fi gi nent Band Orchestra
Bec 1909 Lecture by the Rev. John Daly
Oct 1911 Lecture by Robert L. Kenpl e, The American Boy
t 1912 Dance, nusic by First Reginental O chestra
Hal | oneen Dance, nusic by First Reginmental Ochestra
Nv 1912 Freiheit Lodge dance, nusic by MQy's Cel ebrated Orchestra
Thanksgi vi ng masquer ade dance, nusic by t he Bl oonfield Ochestra
Gt 1913  Halloween dance, nusic by the Bloonfield Orchestra
Nv 1913 Hill's dance
Masquer ade dance
Qt 1914 Dance, nusic by the Bloonfield Concert Ochestra
Dance, nusic by Col lins Bros. Orchestra of Mrcus, |owa
Dance, nusic by DelLucas Orchestra
Nv 1914 Dance, nusi ¢ by DaLucas Orchestra
t 1915 Lecture by Hon. Granville Jones, hunorist
Nv 1915 Thanksgiving dance
Dance, nusic by Bloonfield Orchestra
Gt 1917 Dance, nusic by Jorgia Jazz Band
Dance, nusic by Adenens' Orchestra of Sheldon, lowa
Married Fol ks Dance, nusic by yden's 5-piece orchestra
(]a?/ton H Staples, landscape artist
Paul Barnaby, Entertainer and Reader of Pl ays
Nv 1917 Red Goss dance, nusic by Qenens' Ochestra of Sheldon, |owa
Thanksgi ving dance, nusic by demmens' O chestra of Sheldon, |owa
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Pospeshi|l Theatre, Bl oonfield
Representative Entertainments, 1906-1917

DATE

BN AD PHRFORVERS

Performng Arts

Sep
et

Nov

Dec
Cct

Nov

Dec
Cct

Cct

Nov
Dec

1906

1906

1906

1906
1907

1907
1908

1908

1908
1909

1909

1910

1910
1910

Wal | ack' s Theatre Co. i nThe Slave Girl, The Quaker Tragedy, and
The Mansion of Aching Hearts

A Life's Mistake

A Day of Judgment by the Kearney Stock Qo.

Monte Cristo with Eugene More

On the Bridge at Midniglt

Ward & Grenel Ts i—@ an's Troubles

Tre Hidden “and with ég mn and Van Mirrel

Blind Boon Concert Qo.

Cincinnati QGenona O chestr ncert

King Perkins @. in A art

Bl oonfield Juvenile Band Concer

Dubi nsky Brothers' Pickings?irom Puck

Chi cago Lyceum Ladi es Quartette

Fat her MacCorry of New York, |ecturing on The Kingship of Man

Brownl ee & Reed's Dramatic Co. inThe Texas Cattle King

A Bachelor's Honeymoon with Janes F. G een

The Trousdal e Brot hers i n The Love Trall

A Gay Old Girl with Reginald Pool e

Wal t er Savi dge co. in Pardners, Thorns StOrange Blossoms, and
The Deuvil

Hans Hanson conpany

Under the Harvest Moon

Lena Rivers

Ward Waters Entertai nnent co.

The Farmer's Daughter

Uncle Tom's Cabin

Eugene Moore's Monte Cristo

Monte Cristo by Fred G Conrad's co.

The Old Clothes Man

Phyl I'i sBarrington Stock Co. in The Morning After, The Girl of the
Sunny South, and The Merry Widower

Pinkey, the Pinkerton Girl

The Man on the Box
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Pospeshi| Theatre, Bl oonfield
Representative Entertai nments, 1906-1917

DATE

Per form ng

Cct

Nov

ot
Nov
Dec

Dec
Cct

Nov
Dec
Sep

Cct

Sep
Oct

1911

1911

1911
1912

1912
1912

1913
1914

1914
1914
1915

1915

1915
1915

1916
1916

BANT AD PHRFORVERS

Arts, cont'd.

17 Trovatore

Wat er Savi dge Co. in >4 Story of the South
Végner - Shank pera . with Faust

The Revelation by the Elwin Strong Q.

The Yankee Doodle Boy with Bud Hicks
Enperian Concert (.

Under the Harvest Moor/p

Christian Hansen violin ert

Blind Boone Concert Q.

Hamlet—A Tragedy by Hillia (ght & .
Kidnapped for a Million by th rys
Tilly Til son, the funny Saede c Jan
Joe, the Newsboy Detective

The E. G Dougl as Vaudevil |l e Show

What Became of Parker, hi gh school hone tal ent

Joe Weber' s Alma, Where Do You Live?

Christian Hansen, the cel ebrated Scandi navian violinist,

om Appmm Ho 101*001$

assi sted

by Mss Ethel Belle Haynes, pianist, reader, inpersonator

C. L. Burgderfer, the Original Funny Mn

Concert byDr. 0. AL King and M ss Grace Wattl es

What Happened to Ole

Harvey Hol mes and hi s conpany of entertainers

Don't Lie to Your Wife

The Frame Up

Hlliard & Arber Wght in The Night Before Christmas
Edna Earl QumConcert Party

Grdon Vos Binder-Hewitt Gonpany i n The Stronger Love
Mei stersingers Male Quartette

Jerry and Col. Lee

Walter Savidge Players in WhylLindy Ran Away

Don't Lie to Your Wife

The House of a Thousand Candles

The Divorce  Question

On the Bridge at Midnight

In a Woman's Power
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Pospeshi| Theatre, Bl oonfield
Representative Entertainnents, 1906-1917

DATE

BENT AD PHRFORVERS

Performng Arts, cont'd.

Nov 1916
Dec 1916
Cct 1917

Nov 1917

Dec 1917

Mel ver Juvenile Opera Co. with My Morocco Maid
D W Giffith's The Birth of a Nation

Busby's M nstrel s

Let Ole Do It

The New Wizard of Wiseiand Abroad

Condon Conedy Co. i n TheyQuaker Outcast and Home Wrecker
Varallo G oss O chest r% concert

W B Patton's A Wise

Ay Elerman Concert Contr

The Condon Conedy Co. in Th ister's Sweetheart
McCabe's Georgi a Trouba r Mnstrels

A Good For Nothing Husband O/
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The following information is thesane for all Bloonfield photographs:

NAME OF PRCPERTY:  Pospeshil Theatre

ATy, GANIY, STATE Bloonfield, Knox, Nebraska
NeHBS SITE No.:  KX02-8

GBI N SITE No.: 05-30-05

NAME O PHOIGERAPHER  Christian H Ehlers

PHOONLMBER Bloonfield ttl

DATE O PHOIGERAPH (and NEGATI VE NOMBER):  05- 30- 87 (8705/ 7: 25)
LOCATION OF CR @ NAL NEGATI VE Nebraska State Historical Society
DESCR PTION G- MBEW I NDI CATING D RECTION GF CAMERA  Exterior view,
northwest at theeast (front) and south facades.

PHOONNMBER  Bloonfield #2

DATE G- PHOIGERAPH (and NEGATI VE : 05-30-87 (8705/7:12)
LOCATION OF CR A NAL NEGATI VE Nebra tate Historical Society
DESCR PTION OF M BEW I NDI CATI NG DI RECTI gCAMERA Interior view,
at the stage fromt he bal cony. GO'

PHOONLMBER Bloonfield #3

DATE G- PHOIGERAPH (and NEGATI VE NUOMBER) @ 05-30- 87 (8705/ 7: 21)
LOCATION OF (R @ NAL NEGATI VE Nebraska State Historical Society

DESCR PTION - MEW I ND CATING D RECTION O CAMERA  Interior view,
at t he balcony area.

PHOIO NNMBER Bl oonfiel d f»4

DATE - PHOIGERAPH (and NEGATI VE NUMBER):  05- 30- 87 (8705/ 7: 4)
LOCATION OF (R G NAL NEGATIVE  Nebraska State Historical Society
DESCR PTION F M BNV NDI CATING D RECTION OF CAMERA Interior view,
northwest (fromthe bal cony) at a side wall support.

PHOIO NMBER Bl oonfield #5

DATE OF PHOIGEAPH (and NEGATI VE NMBER) @ 05- 30- 87 (8705/ 7: 9)
LOCATION OF CR A NAL NEGATIVE Nebraska State Historical Society
DESCRPTION OF MEWIND CATING D RECTION - CAMERA  Interior view,
sout heast (from t he bal cony) at sone of t he bal cony seats.

PHOIO NNMBER Bl oonfiel d #6

DATE - PHOIGEAPH (and NEGATI VE NMBER) @ 05- 30- 87 (8705/ 7: 3)
LOCATTON OF (R A NAL NEGATIVE  Nebraska State Historical Society
DESCRPTION OF MEW I ND CATING D RECTION OF CAMERA I nterior view,
sout hwest (from t he bal cony) at t hebal cony box seats.

| ooki ng

| ooki ng west

| ooking east

| ooki ng

| ooki ng

| ooki ng
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Nomination returned for: teéhnical corrections cited below
Isubstantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Locaiion T
3. Classification
Category - Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible -

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes O no -
><7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
[ excellent ] deteriorated (] unaltered O original site
O good [ ruins (] altered [J moved date
™ fair J unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

£ bl

[(C] summary paragraph
completeness

[ clarity

(1 alterations/integrity

] dates

[C1 boundary selection

2 Py
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

e applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other
* Maps

* Photographs
e other

Questions conceming this nomination may.be directed to.

Signed ~ C / AN orjyt” Diade 7/7/<n
13 13\

Phone

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450



NEBRASKA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1500 RSTREET BOX 82554, LINCOLN, NE 68501
DIRECTOR: JAMES A. HANSON (402) 471 -3270

Septembe 13, 198

KECEMO
Ms. Carol Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of
Historic Places
NATJONAL

1100 "L" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240 AGISTER

Re: Opera House Buildings i nNebraska,
1867-1917 Mul tiple Property Subm ssion

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find therevised National Register nom nation
forms forthe Opera House Buildings i nNebraska multiple property
subm ssion. Al |l nomnation forns (atotal of 15) contain thein-
formation requested and outlined i nyour substantive review.
Continuation sheets provide adequate biiiilding descriptions and
historic and/or current functions are now addressed on the revised
copi es.

Please give these priority review Qur office i sanxious to
have these properties listed due to inmportant publication deadlines.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

James A Hanson
State Historic Preservation Officer

JAH dbm

Encl osures

, AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER .





