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The Main Post Office at Dover, New Hampshire, occupies a one acre site at the 
intersection of Washington and Chestnut Streets in Central (Lower) Square. Its 
rectangular floor plan of 13,300 square feet consists of the original 1911 one- 
story construction. Significant additions include an expanded loading platform 
and workroom in 1963 and a relocated lobby and postmaster's suite.

The monotone building construction utilized beige brickwork and varied its 
coursing to delineate quoins, banding, and accent panels. Limestone was used to 
form the window openings, architrave cornice, festoons, and sill,panels. The 
later additions"utilize a similar brick tone arid running bond coursing and does 
not detract from the original building. The Southwest facade of 1911 was com­ 
pletely removed to accommodate the 1963 and 1979 additions. These additions are 
capped with a flat, stone ballast, asphalt roof. The original building still 
retains a hipped, standing seamed tin roof.

The original facade on the northeast side of the building is comprised of five 
bays; the center bay forming the main entrance. Renovations included the 
removal of the grand exterior staircase, lampposts, doors, and woodwork that 
served this entry. The masonry opening was left intact and an arched 28/20 window 
unit was installed which is compatible with its flanking 12/12 double hung with 
two 3/3 sidelite counterparts. Consequently, the original entry can still be 
discerned. 12/12 units without side lights but with an eight (8) paned glass 
transom embrace the central arched windows and are repeated on the remaining sides. 
On the northwestern..facade (Chestnut Street) the side stone and concrete entrance 
steps with iron railings have been removed. The door opening, once served by 
these steps, has also been converted in a careful manner to match the existing 
double hung 12/12 windows. The original cantilevered loading platform on the 
southeast facade has been removed as its original capacity was designed-to - vr 
accommodate two horse-drawn wagons. The expanded loading platform of the 1963 
construction better serves the incoming flow of tractor trailers, step vans, and 
post office jeeps.

The building relates much of its showey Beaux-Arts expression through the use of 
richly carved architrave, cornice, and window openings. The 1911 entrance was 
graced with an intricately carved festoon and keystone which is still in place 
today. The original parapet, however, featured a stone balustrade which was 
removed and replaced with concrete infill panels.

As discussed the floor plan was changed somewhat by the renovations. As a result 
the original lobby details, including marble wainscotting, wood trim and plaster 
mouldings have been removed.

For these renovations, some attempt was made through the use of similar construction 
materials and methods (i.e. tan brick, coursing, window and sill heights) to relate
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to the existing structure. However, they are functional in design and appearance 
with little expression. The glass and metal panel lobby and metal lockboxes are 
typical of modern post offices today.

Due to this recent construction, however, the appearance of the building and 
grounds is excellent. Lush plantings of yews, junipers, and flowering shrubs 
encompass the building perimeter and obscure the renovation work along the foundation 
and former door openings.
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Regardless of any major impact the additions and renovations had on the original 
building, the Dover Post Office is a significant example of the French Beaux-Arts 
design work of John Knox Taylor, Supervising Architect for the Treasury Department. 
An advocate for the return to the classic style of architecture for government 
buildings, he felt that such designs expressed democratic ideals and symbolized 
power, organization, and institutionalization. Its price tag was $65,166.00 in 
1909, and was individually designed for Dover, New Hampshire. It was Taylor's 
belief that Federal Buildings must be built to last and so must be of'high quality 
materials and construction. The Dover Post Office, one .of his later-works (as he 
resigned in 1912), typifies these ideals.
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Three sides of the original structure have remained intact, experiencing minor 
renovations. Although.the original entrance has been removed, enough of the 
building's significant integrity and expression is recognizable. It is also 
possible to rebuild such exterior elements that have been removed without a major 
disruption to the existing floor plan. A restoration of the original interior, 
however desirable, would be a sizeable undertaking.

Within the context of its community, the Dover Post Office still sits one block 
from the heart of the historical central business district. The Post Office itself 
is surrounded by a mixture of commercial establishments, apartment complexes, and 
civic uses, much of which have been included in recent urban development and com­ 
munity development revitalization programs.

Dover Post Office is, indeed, a monumental building with a "Moderne" addition 
which does not compromise its integrity. Its place on the National Register of 
Historic Places will help to ensure that the remaining structure will survive, 
intact, and may encourage its review for future restorative work. Certainly, the 
existing imagery, materials, and details are of sufficient character to merit its 
nomination.
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It is unfortunate that the additions of 1963 have obliterated the 
original interior plan and details. The roles of Alonzo B. Reed 
and Alfred T. Granger as contributing Architects is not historically 
significant as their work encompassed the addition of mail boxes, 
acoustical ceilings, fluorescent lighting, aluminum entrance doors 
and similar "up grades" as the design criteria of the 1960's called 
for. Consequently, it is only exterior and structural shell of the 
original 1911 building that can be considered for historic nominations 
as it is the only beaux-arts style building in the surrounding 
neighborhood.
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