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The Peter Peirce Store i slocated on thecorner of North Main and Jackson Streetsi n
the center of M ddl eborough. There are fewbuildings of this period remaining on Main
Street, which i sthemjor comercial street i ntown and contains a fewlate nineteenth
century and many twentiethcentury buildings. The store i snmore nonunental than other
buildings on that section of Main Street, but does not overwhel mthestreetscapei n
massing or height. The constructiondate of thebuilding has not been conclusively
proven but appears, by stylistic evidence, t ohave been c. 1825-30.

The building i sconmposed of a large two-story rectangular structure, gable endto the
street, flanked by two smaller, one and one-half story wings with ridge roofs perpen-
dicular tothemin block. The gable end of t hecenter part of thebuilding has a
monurent al two-story tetrastyle portico with Geek Doric colums. The pedi ment above
the portico contains a segnental fanlight. The center door under theportico i sreached
by two granite steps, and i sflanked by slender fiuted pilasters and topped by a plain
entabl ature. > . .

A wash drawing executed about 1840 shows t hemmin portion of thebuilding just asi t '
is today. The left wing, however, i sportrayed as having two windows flanking a center
door, while theright wing i sshown as a stables with three wide segnental arched open- ¢
ngs. Wen thebuilding was acquired by thetown i n1935, theleft wing was changed so f
that four windows flanked t he doorway, which remained t he same; theright wing was
altered into amrror image of theleft wing. Great care was taken i nthis alteration,
and t he new wi ndows, 6/6 with a cornice, match theoriginal windows i nthenain block.
Each of t hewi ngs now has a center chimmey, and shutters have been added t oal |l of the
wi ndows. The interiors of thetwo w ngs arenodern, and serve as office space for the
M ddl eborough Police Departnment and other town offices. The large space i nthenain

bl ock serves as theFourth District Court rooms, and contains sone noteworthy |late nine-
teenth century wood paneling.
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The Peter Peirce Store, asignificant architectural focal point i n Mddleborough, has
great historical significance i nthedevel opment of thecomunity because of it sclose
association with Peter Peirce, acentral figure i nnineteenth century M ddleborough.
The Store hasretaineditsintegrity of location anddesign, andi soneofthe few
original comercial buildingsstill standing i nthecomunity.

Peter Hoar Peirce, who lived from 1788 t 0 1861, was a | eading figure i n Mddl eborough
society. By 1810 Peirce was operating a store onthesite of thepresent building

but left tofight i ntheVdar of 1812. After thewar Peirce returned t o M ddl eborough
and becare involved with many aspects of. life i nthecomunity. His store was alarge
one, and by 1825-30 t hepresent building was constructed t o house all his retail func-
tions. Records showthat |arge nunbers of customers came from outlying towns t o shop
at thePeirce store andthat Peirce was constantly traveling t oBoston t obuygoods t o
keep his store well-stocked. Peirce was a noney |ender, owned a cotton mill and shovel
works, and was elected t oserve i nthestate legislature from 1826 t 0 1828. H was
also a pioneer inbringing therailroad t oMddleborough and was appointed from time

to time toserve ona three nenber board of arbitration for thesettlement of civil

di sputes. Because of his many financial,interests, Peirce was a wealthy nan and owned
a great deal of land in M ddleborough.

The store continued i noperation as aretail store under theownership of the Peirce
famly until 1901when thelast of Peter's sons, Thonas S Peirce, died. Thestore
was then sold t oHerbert and Elton Pratt, who continued t he sane style of retail
operation until 21935, when t helast surviving Pratt brother died. The store was bought
that year by t he Town of Mddleborough for the sumof $13,000 andwas remodel | ed into
offices for thePolice Departnment, theFourth District Court, andpublic bathroons,

at a cost of $22, 000.

The scale, massing andset back of thebuilding have not been altered since it was
constructed. | tstill domnates thestreetscape, andt henonunental two-story Geek
Doric portico contributessignificantly tothevisual effect of Main Street. | ti s one
of thenost architecturally significant buildingsi nMddleborough and has been nain-
tained i ngood conditionbythetown.
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