P,

NPS Form 10-900 e OMB No. 10024-0018
(Oct.1990) :

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form ’

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instruction in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking *x” in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the
property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural classifications, materials and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from
the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-300a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

L.

1. Name of Property

historic name Wigle Cemetery

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Belts Drive & not for publication
city or town Harrisburg . vicinity

state __Oregon code _ OR county _Linn code _043 zip code __ 97116

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this _ x

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties
in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR
Part 60. In my opinion, the property _x meets ____ does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that
this property be considered significant nationally _____ statewide _ x_locally.
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4. National Park Service Certification
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___ See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the National Register

___See continuation sheet.
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(check as many as apply) (check only one box)
_X__private ____building(s)
_____pubilic - local district
___ public - state X __site
___ public - Federal ____structure
___ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing

1

1

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY/Cemetery FUNERARY/Cemetery
7. Description
Architectural Ciassification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation: N/A

walls: __N/A
roof: _ N/A
Other:

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets.
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INTRODUCTION

The Wigle Cemetery is an excellent example of a small, rural family cemetery. Located on the land claim of
John W. Wigle, it was established for use by the extended Wigle family during a period of early Euro-American
settlement in rural Linn County and was used by the family for burials for four generations. It was listed on the
Linn County Register of Historic Resources in 1995.

SETTING

The Wigle Cemetery is located approximately seven miles northeast of Harrisburg and eight miles southwest of
Brownsville, in rural Linn County, Oregon (Township 14S, Range 2W, Section 31). It located on the north side
of Belts Drive, west of this road’s intersection with Tub Run Road. It is surrounded by farmland, largely
planted in grass seed. A short distance to the east are the Cascade foothills; the I-5 freeway is located about one
and three-quarters miles to the west. A series of hills known as Indian Head, the most notable geophysical
feature in the area, is north of the cemetery about one mile. Bond Butte can be seen to the northwest. The
Abraham and Mary Wigle House (listed on the National Register in 2003) is located southwest of the cemetery
across Belts Drive.

FEATURES AND CHARACTERISTICS

The cemetery encompasses approximately one-fifth of an acre, measuring about 75 feet by 75 feet. The land is
basically flat and level and the cemetery is surrounded by a wire fence. There is a large maple tree located in
the southeast corner of the cemetery (a second large maple tree fell during a storm in 2003). The cemetery is
maintained by the Wigle family descendants, who over the past couple years have cleared out brush and cleaned
up the gravesites.

The cemetery is laid out in an orderly fashion in six rows north to south. Markers are predominantly headstones
facing west; there are also some foot markers. There are 21 markers and a number of unmarked depressions. A
survey conducted of Linn County cemeteries in 2000 identified individual tablet and monument type markers.
Materials were primary marble and granite, although there was also at least one example of a white bronze
(sometimes referred to a zinc) marker. Among the decorative carvings on the headstones is at least one
Woodsmen of the World symbol. A few of the older tablet markers have been damaged over the years. Efforts
to preserve them have resulted in having them set in concrete lying flat on the ground.

There are a total of 28 burials in the cemetery. The earliest recorded burial was in 1857, although there may
have been an earlier unrecorded burial (the ODOT survey of cemeteries indicates the date of earliest burial as
1853; this has not been confirmed). All of the burials, except one, occurred between 1857 and 1929. The most
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recent occurred in 2000 with the burial of Charles Wigle (in a plot on the north side of the cemetery). With the
exception of Margaret Kauble, all of those interred in the cemetery are related to the Wigle family.

At one time, a number of Kizer family members were also interred in the Wigle Cemetery. They were exhumed
around 1918 and moved to another cemetery. The Kizers were related to the Wigles through marriage — Mary
Wigle (daughter of J.W. Wigle) was married to Francis Marion Kizer.

GRAVES IDENTIFIED IN THE CEMETERY

The following graves have been identified in this cemetery through recordation by a WPA project, a DAR
update of the WPA project, Linn County Historic Resources Commission staff, and Wigle family descendants.

WIGLE Infant son of Abraham and Mary Wigle
Died 3 November 1857
Age 6 days

John W. Wigle, son of John and Margaret (Wolfe) Wigle
Died 4 February 1858
Age 49 years, 6 months, 14 days

Ida Ellen Wigle, daughter of William and Martha (Spaulding) Wigle
Died 3 February 1864 (no marker)

Lorenzo G. Wigle, son of Abraham and Mary Wigle
29 May 1866
Age 11 years, 1 month, 28 days

Eliza E.White Wigle, wife of John L. Wigle

21 March 1848 — 14 August 1867

(WPA records report that her body may have been removed from this grave by her father, Luther
White, for burial in the White Cemetery. He was strongly opposed to the marriage of his
daughter to John Wigle and reportedly moved the body the night of the funeral. This has never
been confirmed.)

Nancy Y. Hunsaker Wigle, wife of Jacob W. Wigle
1 December 1869
Age 60 years, 9 months, 20 days
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Martha I. Wigle, daughter of Jacob H. and Maranda (Keeney) Wigle
14 October 1880
Age 1 year, 8 months, 2 days

Jacob W. Wigle, son of John and Margaret (Wolfe) Wigle
20 January 1807 — 24 April 1892

Catharine Hunsaker Wigle , wife of John W. Wigle
8 October 1813 — 24 April 1893

Peter H. Wigle, son of Jacob W. and Nancy (Hunsaker) Wigle
14 April 1834 — 8 July 1893

Edgar W. Wigle, son of Ralph Guy and Flora Wigle
Died 17 October 1902
Age 7 months, 18 days

Abraham J. Wigle, son of Jacob W. and Mary Wigle
4 March 1830 - 1 October 1905

Nellie L. Wigle, daughter of Jacob H. and Maranda (Keeney) Wigle
1881 - 1907

Mary M. Daugherty Wigle, wife of Abraham Wigle
3 March 1827 — 18 September 1910

Flora A. Foster Wigle, wife of Ralph Guy Wigle
13 July 1870 — 29 December 1919 (no marker)

Jacob Hunsaker Wigle, son of John W. and Catharine Wigle
9 December 1841 — 18 October 1925

David Calvan Wigle, son of John W. and Catharine Wigle
Died September 1929 (No marker)

Charles Lee Wigle
18 August 1912 — 12 July 2000
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KAUBLE Margaret J. Kauble, daughter of Oliver P. and Hester Kauble
4 April 1857 — 27 April 1863
(The Kauble family’s land claim was located on the east side of Tub Run road amidst the several
Wigle land claims in the area. The Kaubles were not related to the Wigles. This is the only
burial in the cemetery that is not a Wigle family member.)

LONG George Long, William and Mary Olive Wigle Long
Date of death unknown

Laura Long, daughter of William and Mary Olive Wigle Long
Date of death unknown

Lester Long, son of William and Mary Olive Wigle Long
Date of death unknown

PEARL Roy Pearl, son of Jode and Margaret May Wigle Pearl
Died 30 August 1882

Joseph H. “Jode” Pearl, husband of Margaret May Wigle Pearl
6 September 1855 — 12 September 1901

Fred Pearl, son of Jode and Margaret May Wigle Pearl
6 July 1880 - 3 may 1907

Margaret May Wigle Pearl, wife of Jode Pearl
29 January 1859 — 14 February 1927

THARP Margaret Wigle Tharp, wife of Jonathan Tharp
15 July 1844 — 16 February 1865

WAGGONER Infant son of Thomas and Anna Wigle Waggoner
Date of death unknown (Thomas and Anna were married in 1865)
(no marker)



OMB No. 10024-0018

Wigle Cemetery Linn, Oregon
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing).
Exploration/Settiement
X__ A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.
B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or Period of Significance
represents the work of a master, or possesses 1857-1929
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, Significant Dates
information important in prehistory or history. 1857
Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply)
Property is: Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
___ A owned by areligious institution or used for N/A
religious purposes
B removed from its original location Cultural Affiliation
C a birthplace or grave N/A

X D acemetery

E areconstructed building, object, or structure
Architect/Builder
F a commemorative property N/A

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
Within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite books, articles, and other sources used in preparing the form on one or more continuation sheets) See continuation sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
___preliminary determination of individual listing (36CFR67) _X_ State Historic Preservation Office
has been requested ___ Other State agency
___previously listed in the National Register ___ Federal agency
___previously determined eligible by the National Register _Xx__lLocal government
___designated a National Historic Landmark ___University
__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey ___ Other

__recorded by Historic American Engineering Record Name of repository:
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INTRODUCTION

The Wigle Cemetery is an excellent example of a family cemetery in rural Linn County. It meets the National
Register Criterion A and Criterion Consideration D for its association with the early Euro-American settlement
and development of this area of the county and its exceptional ability to illustrate broad patterns in our history.
The period of significance for the cemetery is from 1857 to 1929. This period represents the time from the first
recorded burial to the last burial during the historic period (there has been only one burial since 1929, which
occurred in 2000).

THE WIGLE FAMILY AND SETTLEMENT IN LINN COUNTY

Euro-American settlement in what would become Linn County began in the mid-1840s when John Packwood
settled near the present town of Scio and John Crabtree and his family settled on land adjacent to Packwood in
1845. Linn County, which stretches from the Willamette River in the valley to the Cascades ridgeline, was
officially created in December 1847 by the Provisional Government. Prior to Euro-American settlement, the
land was occupied by the Calapooia Indians.

The 1850 census showed 173 families living in Linn County. A number of settlements had begun to develop by
then including Lebanon, Brownsville, Oakville, Albany and Harrisburg. When the Wigle family arrived in
south Linn County, the population of Harrisburg was about 100.

In 1852, thirty-three members of the Wigle family and a number of hired hands emigrated to the Oregon
Territory from Adams County, Illinois. Patriarch Jacob Wigle decided to move to Oregon so “that his children
might secure homes and all settle near him.” Jacob and his wife, Nancy Hunsaker, had seven children:
Abraham (who was married to Mary Daugherty) was the eldest, followed by Catherine (married to Guilford
Barnard), Peter (who married Nancy Ford), Mary (who married Francis Marion Kizer), John L. (who married
Eliza White, the daughter of nearby settler Luther White), Margaret and Anna. In addition to Jacob and Nancy
and all of their children, the family migration included Jacob’s brothers, John and George, and their families.

As often occurred when entire families immigrated together, many of the relatives settled near each other.
Donation Land Claims were secured by Jacob, John, and Abraham Wigle, as well as Guilford Barnard, in 1853
in an area that is approximately seven miles northeast of Harrisburg and eight miles southwest of Brownsville.
Like other early immigrants in the Willamette Valley, the Wigles settled near the foothills on the valley floor.

The Wigle family members were active in early settlement activities in the area and contributed to the area’s
development. A number of family members reportedly taught at the Diamond Hill School, the first school in
the immediate area, over the years. In 1869, Abraham entered the ministry of the Universalist church and
organized the first Universalist church west of the Rocky Mountains. In July 1871, he was ordained in the
ministry by the Rev. D.I. Mandell of Massachusetts. In 1875, with the assistance of Rev. E.A. McAllister
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and Rev. Abiel Morrison, Abraham organized the first Oregon Universalists’ State Convention, which met near
Abraham and Mary’s house. Abraham was elected secretary of the State Convention, a position he held for a
number of years. Abraham was well-known throughout the area, “possessing the friendship and confidence of
all.”

THE WIGLE FAMILY’S CEMETERY

The Wigle Cemetery is located on land that was part of the John W. Wigle land claim. It is unclear why the
cemetery was located on John’s land as opposed to one of his relatives (the first known burial was that of the
infant son of his nephew Abraham in November 1857). It is possible that this was the highest point of elevation
on their farms, which were located on the valley floor in an area that a number of seasonal streams drained into
nearby Muddy Creek. It is also possible that John selected it as the place he wanted to be buried and had
designated it as the family cemetery prior to 1857 (John was the second burial in the cemetery in February
1858).

For over seventy years, descendants representing four generations of the Wigle family used this cemetery for
family burials. From 1857 to 1929, there were perhaps as many as thirty or more burials associated with the
extended Wigle family. Records show that there are now twenty-seven graves remaining in the cemetery (it is
not known exactly how many Kizer family members were relocated to other cemeteries). Although Wigle
family descendants continued to farm the surrounding land for decades after, family members no longer chose
to be buried in the small family cemetery, opting for larger cemeteries located nearer towns and cities where
other family had eventually settled. No new burials occurred until 2000, when Charles Wigle was buried there
(making a total of twenty-eight known gravesites).

The property upon which the cemetery is located was sold by John W. Wigle’s widow in 1875. At that time,

she sold 160+ acres to her son, Jacob H. “save and except about one fourth acre now fenced and used as a grave
yard.” In 1916, Jacob and his wife, Maranda, transferred the title for 132 acres to their son, James “Edward”
Wigle. At that time, the deed did not mention the cemetery. In 1966, Bertha Wigle, Ed’s widow, transferred
title of half this property to each of two children and their spouses — William and Emma Wigle, and George and
Clara Reed. Clara Wigle Reed was the great granddaughter of John and Catharine Wigle, the original owners of
this land claim. When Clara passed away in 2000, her property was willed to her daughter, Janet Reed, who
lives in Portland.

HISTORIC CEMETERIES IN LINN COUNTY
Cemetery records for Linn County indicate that there are almost 90 historic cemeteries located throughout the

county. These include a range of sizes from small family burial plots (with only a few burials) to large
cemeteries located in or near cities (with several hundred burials). The earliest date to the late 1840s (Riverside
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Cemetery [Albany], the White Cemetery [near Diamond Hill], and the Wisner Cemetery [near Stayton] all date
to 1847; the Allphin Cemetery dates to 1848), although most of the historic cemeteries date to the 1850s and
1860s. A number of them were established by local chapters of fraternal organizations, primarily the Masons
and the Odd Fellows. Some are associated with specific ethnic groups, such as the Jewish cemetery in

Albany and the Norwegian cemetery at Mountain Home. Many of the cemeteries began as small family burial
grounds.

Small family cemeteries were common during the early Euro-American settlement era, especially in the rural
areas of the county. Towns, if they had established cemeteries, were often too far for a family to conveniently
use the town cemetery. Occasionally a country church had a cemetery, but these were rare in Linn County.
Hence, there were a number of small family cemeteries that were established during the 19" century. Only a
handful of them retain a high degree of historic integrity and clearly illustrate the small family cemetery of the
early Euro-American settlement period in Linn County. In addition to the Wigle Cemetery, there is also the
Michael Cemetery, the Brattain Cemetery, the McHargue Cemetery, and the White Cemetery.

Family cemeteries in rural Linn County tended to be quite small, typically a quarter-acre or less. They were
often located on the family’s land in a spot that was somewhat protected from the elements and less likely to be
valuable farmland. The layout and design of these small burial grounds were often fairly simple and included a
fenced site with plots laid out in rows. Landscaping was usually kept to a minimum and may have included an
occasional tree or small shrubbery. Most family cemeteries were small enough that they did not include
roadways for carriages and usually didn’t have specific pedestrian pathways. Occasionally a family cemetery
was decorated with a metal gateway that includes the family name.

Grave markers in these family cemeteries were similar to markers used in all cemeteries in the Willamette
Valley of Oregon. Earliest burials were often marked with small tablet type headstones or individual monument
style markers. Materials were often stone (granite or marble), but may have been white bronze (which was
sometimes referred to as zinc). Families were able to order markers either from near-by merchants or from
mail-order sources. Burials were sometimes limited to the immediate family, but often included burials of an
extended family and, on occasion, members of neighboring families who did not have their own burial grounds.

THE WIGLE CEMETERY AS A HISTORIC FAMILY CEMETERY

The Wigle Cemetery exemplifies a small family cemetery in Linn County. It occupies approximately one fifth
of an acre of land located on the original land claim of a Wigle family member. It is a simple, fenced site with
six rows of plots in which there are 28 burials. All but one are of the original family members who settled in
the area and their descendants. Landscaping is minimal and includes an old maple tree in one corner (a second
tree blew down in a storm a couple years ago). There are no established roadways or paths. Markers are
primarily of the tablet and monument style, made from marble and granite. There is one white bronze marker;
there are flat markers on the more recent graves. Inscriptions and iconography are typical for the period.
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The Wigle Cemetery is a well-preserved example of a rural family cemetery in Linn County. It retains a very
high degree of historic integrity compared to other early family cemeteries in the rural portions of the county.
Unlike many others that have been compromised by continued growth and development, the Wigle Cemetery
looks and feels today much like it did 75 years ago. It is in good condition thanks to the careful maintenance
recently undertaken by family descendants.

The Wigle Cemetery is eligible for listing on the National Register under Criterion A for its association with
early settlement and patterns of development in rural Linn County and meets the standards for Criterion
Consideration D for its exceptional ability to illustrate this association. It should be considered locally
significant.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property ___less than one acre

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1_10 498663 4905509 3

Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
2 4

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle Grace Wigle Miller (with SHPO Staff)

organization date _January 2004

street & number _386 Havana Ave. telephone _562-498-2544

city or town _Long Beach state _ CA zip code _90814

Additional Documentation

Submit the foliowing items with the completed form:

Continuation sheets

Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

name _ Descendents of John W. Wigle c/o Grace Wigle Miller

street & number __386 Havana Ave. telephone _562-498-2544

city or town Long Beach state _CA Zip code _90814
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated area is located in Section 35 (Donation Land Claim 48) of Township 14S, Range 3W of the
Willamette Meridian, in Linn County, Oregon. It does not have a tax lot designation. The site is located
approximately 0.2 miles north of Belts Road and 0.2 miles west of Tub Run Road. It is further delineated by a
large tree marking the southwest corner of the cemetery.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nominated area is less than one acre (approximately one-fifth of an acre) and included the entire cemetery
from fence line to fence line and all the lies within.
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Property: Wigle Cemetery

Location: Harrisburg Vicinity, Linn County, Oregon
Photographer: Grace Wigle Miller

Date: August 2003

Negatives held by: Grace Wigle Miller

Looking southeast

Looking west

Looking northwest

Looking south

Looking southwest

Marker for John W. Wigle

Marker for Ida Ellen Wigle
Marker for Lorenzo G. Wigle
Headstone (and footstone) for Eliza White Wigle
Marker for Jacob W. Wigle
Marker for Peter H. Wigle

Marker for Abraham J. Wigle
Marker for Jacob Hunsaker Wigle
Marker for “Jode” Pearl

Marker for Charles Lee Wigle



