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Recorded by Margo Webber 

Organization Anderson Notter Finegold Inc. 

Date June, 1981 

Area Form no. 

3000 132 

,Town Sprinqfield 

Address Howard Stj ^i ̂ . A^ r 

• Historic Name St. Joseph's Church S^^A) 

Use: O r i g i n a l church , 

Present church 

Ownership: C3 Pr ivate i n d i v i d u a l 
Pr iva te organizat ion Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Sp r inq f i e ld 

Public 

Original o\meT Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Springfield -

DESCRIPTION: 

Date iR7^-lR77 

Source centennial Church History 

Style Romanesque Revival 

Architect QnfcTK îJn 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c brick.  

Outbuildings none 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates) 

1911 - vestibules added 

1940's, '60's - i n t e r i o r modemized 

Moved no Date N/A 

Approx. acreage less than one acre 

Se t t ing Mixed use area; bounded by East 

Columbus Av. and Rt. 91 to west, across 

s t reet from parish house. Other uses 
nearby are a school and church parking l o t . 

Assessor ' s Map #308 
UTM Ref: 18/699480/4663240 

Sp r ing f i e ld South Quadrangle(Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 



CRITERIA STATEMENT 

Saint Joseph's Church possesses i n t e g r i t y of L o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , des i gn , mater iaLs 
and wori<manship. I t i s a rch i t ec tu raLLy s i g n i f i c a n t as a f i n e LocaL exampLe ? 
of an earLy Romanesque RevivaL Church. I t i s h i s t o r i c a L L y impor tant f o r i t s 
roLe i n the deveLopment of the CathoLic Church and as one of the most v i s i b L e ; 
symboLs of the earLy French-Canadian community. I t meets c r i t e r i a A & C of the 
NationaL Regis ter of H i s t o r i c PLaces. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This s t r u c t u r e i s a f i n e example o f l a t e 19 th -cen tu ry e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a r c h i t e c t u r e 
b u i l t f o r a growing young p a r i s h . I t s t a l l tower and s p i r e r i s e above the sma l l e r -
sca led b u i l d i n g s o f the sur rounding b locks and create a "landmark" i d e n t i t y w i t h i n 

:•. the neighborhood t o the sou th . 

V . _- The b u i l d i n g i s o f b r i c k w i t h brownstone t r i m . I t s massing i s the t r a d i t i o n a l form 
o f a c e n t r a l nave f l a n k e d by b u t t r e s s e d a i s l e s . A square c lock tower r i s e s above 
the r o o f l i n e i n t h e f r o n t , center bay f l a n k e d by one-s to ry gabled e n t r y v e s t i b u l e s 
o f b r i c k . The window openings g ive a Romanesque Rev iva l charac ter t o t h e des ign . 
The m a j o r i t y o f openings have round-arched heads, brownstone s i l l s and vous so i r s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (e:xplain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

The es tab l i shment o f C a t h o l i c churches i n S p r i n g f i e l d co inc ided w i t h the i n f l u x 
o f i inmigrant groups i n the l a t t e r h a l f o f the 19th cen tu ry . These people came t o 
f i n d jobs i n the f a c t o r i e s and developed s m a l l communities w i t h i n the c i t y . 

The ' f i r s t C a t h o l i c church i n the c i t y was S t . M i c h a e l ' s Church on Sta te S t r e e t , 
which was organized i n 1860. The Diocese o f S p r i n g f i e l d was c rea ted i n 1870, w i t h 
the Rev. P.T. O ' R e i l l y appointed as i t s f i r s t b i shop . I n the nex t few yea rs , the 
French C a t h o l i c s , who had p r e v i o u s l y been p a r t o f S t . Michae l ' s P a r i s h , decided 
t o recognize a French p a r i s h . Under the d i r e c t i o n o f t h e Canadian p r i e s t . F r i a r 
Louis Gagnier , a French-Canadian p a r i s h was organized i n 1873. I t cons i s t ed o f 
240 f a m i l i e s and i n c l u d e d the towns o f West S p r i n g f i e l d , Mi t t i neague and Longmeadow, 
as w e l l as the c i t y o f S p r i n g f i e l d . 

Land was acqui red by the Roman C a t h o l i c Bishop on Howard S t r ee t t o b u i l d a church. 
The s i t e s e l e c t e d was p a r t o f the e s t a t e o f Caleb Rice , S p r i n g f i e l d ' s f i r s t mayor. 
The Rice Homestead was a t f i r s t used as t h e p a r o c h i a l res idence . I n 1873, the 
basement o f the new church was completed and se rv ices were h e l d the re m t i l 1877, 
when the e n t i r e church was completed. F r i a r Gagnier i s r e p o r t e d t o have designed 
the church h i m s e l f , m o d e l l i n g i t a f t e r b r i c k and f i e l d s t o n e churches o f h i s n a t i v e 
Quebec. S t . Joseph's Church cont inues t o serve the needs o f t h e sur rounding n e i g h ­
borhood t o the sou th , and has grown t o i n c l u d e a p a r o c h i a l s c h o o l , r e c t o r y b u i l d i n g 
and a d d i t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s . 

BIBLIOGR.APHY and/or REFERENCES 

S t . Joseph's Church, S p r i n g f i e l d , MA, 1873 - 1973, Centennia l Review 
H i s t o r y o f the C a t h o l i c Church i n the Diocese o f S p r i n g f i e l d , 1900 
K i n g ' s Handbook o f S p r i n g f i e l d , 1884, p . 204 
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