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CRITERIA STATEMENT

Saint Joseph's Church possesses integrity of Location, setting, design, materialLs
and wori<manship. It is architecturaLLy significant as a fine LocalL examplLe ?
of an earLy Romanesque RevivalL Church. It is historicalLLy important for its

roLe in the deveLopment of the CathoLic Church and as one of the most visibLe ;
symboLs of the earLy French-Canadian community. It meets criteria A & C of the
National Register of Historic PLaces.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This structure is a fine example of late 19th-century ecclesiastical architecture

built for a growing young parish. |Its tall tower and spire rise above the smaller-

scaled buildings of the surrounding blocks and create a "landmark" identity within
. the neighborhood to the south.

V . - The building is of brick with brownstone trim. |Its massing is the traditional form
of a central nave flanked by buttressed aisles. A square clock tower rises above
the roofline in the front, center bay flanked by one-story gabled entry vestibules
of brick. The window openings give a Romanesque Revival character to the design.
The majority of openings have round-arched heads, brownstone sills and voussoirs.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (e:xplain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

The establishment of Catholic churches in Springfield coincided with the influx
of iinmigrant groups in the latter half of the 19th century. These people came to
find jobs in the factories and developed small communities within the city.

The 'first Catholic church in the city was St. Michael's Church on State Street,
which was organized in 1860. The Diocese of Springfield was created in 1870, with
the Rev. P.T. O'Reilly appointed as its first bishop. In the next few years, the
French Catholics, who had previously been part of St. Michael's Parish, decided

to recognize aFrench parish. Under the direction of the Canadian priest. Friar
Louis Gagnier, a French-Canadian parish was organized in 1873. |t consisted of

240 families and included the towns of West Springfield, Mittineague and Longmeadow,
as well as the city of Springfield.

Land was acquired by the Roman Catholic Bishop on Howard Street to build a church.
The site selected was part of the estate of Caleb Rice, Springfield's first mayor.
The Rice Homestead was at first used as the parochial residence. |In 1873, the
basement of the new church was completed and services were held there mtil 1877,
when the entire church was completed. Friar Gagnier is reported to have designed
the church himself, modelling it after brick and fieldstone churches of his native
Quebec. St. Joseph's Church continues to serve the needs of the surrounding neigh-
borhood to the south, and has grown to include a parochial school, rectory building
and additional facilities.

BIBLIOGR.APHY and/or REFERENCES

St. Joseph's Church, Springfield, MA, 1873 - 1973, Centennial Review
History of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Springfield, 1900
King's Handbook of Springfield, 1884, p. 204
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