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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A quarter of a mile west and on the east side of Middlefield Road
in Durham, Connecticut is the Lyman House. Barely visible through the
trees, it is set seventy-five feet back and perpendicular to the road,
so that the main elevation faces south.

It is a two and a half story, five bay, clapboard house with an over-
hang above the first floor and typical 12/12 window sashes. The front
entry is very simply framed and has a five paned light surmounting the door.
A small classical, Doric perch shields this main doorway. All of these
characteristics, as well as the central hall interior plan are common
to many colonial Connecticut houses. However, this home, built in the
late eighteenth century, is covered with a truncated hip roof with two
chimneys and two dormers,

The Lyman house is joined to the east by a one and a half story
clapboard ell with a bell cast gabel roof. Though it has been altered
somewhat by the present owner, the ell still retains its original character.

Bacause of its unusual design the Lyman House seems a large sprawling
home, thoush it also has a very neat and controlled appearance. These
characteristics combined make the Lyman House an extremely impressive
structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thomas Lyman House was built upon land once called Coginchaug
which was granted to citizens who had done a service to the colony in
war or peace. Taking its name from the swamp west of Durham, Coginchaug
was an unclaimed tract of land, remaining after the boundaries of the
surrounding towns had been delineated., Three hundred acres of this land
was granted to James Richards.

A portion of this land was bought by Thomas Lyman and his son,

Thomas Lyman II in 1709; and they built houses near the swamp. Thomas
Lyman II owned an interest in a sawmill across the swamp in addition to
his farm and served as a representative in the Assembly for several terms
in the 1720's.

Thomas Lyman, ILI, was born in 1715 and it is his son, Thomas Lyman
IV, to whom the building of the Lyman House is ascribed. 1In 1774
Thomas Lyman, IV, accompanied his cousin, a former Major-general of the
Connecticut forces, Phineas Lyman, to Mississippi where General Lyman,
his son Phineas and another cousin, James, went to claim a grant of land.
After his two cousins and nephew died in the South, Thomas Lyman, IV,
moved back to Durham. During the Revolutionary War Thomas marched to
Boston as quartermaster of the First Connecticut Regiment.

Upon returning from wat he settled down with his wife, Rachel Seward,
on property inherited from his brother Stephen who died in 1775. It is
at this stage in Thomas' life that the hip roofed house is thought to
have been built.

Because "the hip roof was not extensively used in Colonial Connec-
ticut and is particularly rare in rural areas''- the Lyman House is an
expecially intriguing home. "It is not known how long Thomas Lyman remained
in the South following the death of General Lyman but ii is highly possible
that his architectural ideas stemmed from this source."

In 1818 Thomas Lyman, IV, served as delegate to the State Consti-
tutional Convention.HC was supposed to have been a friend of Thomas Jef-
ferson and to have entertained Lafayette at his home in Durham on several
occasions. After Thomas,IV, died in 1832 the house was passed down through
the Lyman family.

1 .
Winder, Frank D., Unpublished Report, See #9.
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Winder, Frank D., The Thomas Lyman House, unpublished report, April
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