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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/arcbiternural importance of this area. 

The Avon H i l l N a t i o n a l RegisTer l i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r 
the high q u a l i t y o f i t s domestic a r i h i - ^ c t u r e and f o r the range of 
l a r e nineteenth century s t y l e s represe.-.ttd i n the area. The d i s t r i e -
was developed and i n h a b i r e d by weal-hy .Viembers o f the eir.erging r.er-
c a n t i l e c lass. 

Avon H i l l , e a r l i e r known as Jones H i l l , was f i r s t s e t t l e d i n 
16 38 . The land reir.ained an open a g r i c . l t u r a l area w e l l i n t c the nine­
tee n t h century. Development began i n 1̂,5 9 when f i v e acres at "he top 
of the h i l l were s o l d t o Henry Melendy and G i l b e r t Dexter, a prosperous 
shoe merchant and the founder of the C i -h r idge Tribune, r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
They b u i l t t w i n Mansard s t y l e houses e:.i s o l d other l o t s nearby. 
Melendy's house s t i l l stands at SI V/as.-.ington Avenue; the Dexter 
House vas destroyed by f i r e i n 193S. 

t r a s t i r 
Mansar: 
a 
Avenue 

spacio'. 
s e l f - m i 

:o periods of development on Avon H i l l are evident i n "he con-
a r c h i t e c t u r a l character of upper and lower Washington Avenue 
.Duses l i n e upper Washington A'.enue and A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t , whi 

:y c f l a t e r V i c t o r i a n 
md Lancaster S t r e e t . 
v_ghr an i n f u s i o 
; s e t t i n g s . The 
ie owners from t 
.n v h s i r d s c i s i o 

e d i t i o n both g 
;use3 m thi-S pa 
: t - r a l f i r m c f H 

st r u c t . . r e i dominates lower ".•."ashmgton 
The second stage of development cn Avon 

of new wealth t y p i f i e d by large houses i n 
s o c i a l and f i n a n c i a l independence of t h e i r 
e e s t a b l i s h e d I d Cambridge f a m i l i e s vjas mani-
t o b u i l d mansions t h a t departed frcm. i:r-r-ttJ. o 

c g r a p h i c a l l y a-.d s t y l i s t i c a l l y . Four cf the 
t of the d i : ; t r i c t wer^e designed hy the prominent 
r t w e l l :- ?.ichardson. 

unu5ua__-

cont air.: 

r Avon K i l l I Z -
e s i d e n t i a l de' 
v.-ell-pres erve; 
- v o h i t a c t u r a l ; 
: a cross-sect: 

i o n a l Register D i s t r i c t includes these two 
•elopments from the e a r l y 18705 and l a t e 1581=^. 
. exam.ples c f a range of l a t e nineteenth century 
t y l e s on ample l o t s create a par!-:-like s-ettm; 
.on o f Cambridge's best l a t e V i c t o r i a n and Mansard 

'.•;a5hington Avenue (190 8 ) 

Tudor Revival anc — - ^...... /.ouse, w i t h i t s s t e e p l y p i t c h e d s l a t e r o ^ _ — 
n a i f - t i . t i b e r e d gables , was designed by K e n d a l l , T a y l o r £ Comipany f o r _ 

8. BibUoeraphy and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,(continue 
early maps, etc. 
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Laura Irown, the v.-idow of a prosperous i r o n m.anufacturer. I n s p i t e c f 
i t s l a t e date, i t s massing and a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l m.ake t h i s house 
compatible w i t h i t s neighbors. 

2. Jam.es Mellen House (1887 ) , 33 VJashington Avenue " • • 

Jam.es Mellen, p a r t n e r i n and h e i r t o the successful C u r t i s , Davis Soap 
manufacturing firm., commissioned the well-knov;n Boston a r c h i t e c t s 
hartvcell ^Richardson t o design t h i s spacious Shingle Style house. The 
assymet r i c a l facade, f e a t u r i n g a t a l l p r o j e c t i n g gable, a c y l i n d r i c a l 
corner bay and an open, s h i n g l e d porch, i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h i s f i r t i ' s 
work, as i s the v a r i e t y o f sh i n g l e d bays, o r i e l s , brackets and gables 
used throughout the b u i l d i n g . Mellen was t y p i c a l of the prosperous 
Camhridge businessmen who b u i l t s t y l i s h new houses and s e t t l e d cn 
V/ashington Avenue i n the l a t e 18 50s. 

o, S t i l l m a n F. Kelley House (1887), U9 Washington Avenue 

One c f the m.ost imposing Queen Anne s t y l e houses on Avon H i l l , 49 Mash-
ing t o n Avenue combines C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l s w i t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
Queen .-nne i r r e g u l a r m.assing and a p r o f u s i o n c f towers, gable-", porzhe;, 
and elaborate s t a i n e d glass windows. S t i l l m a n K e l l e y v-as a .self-m.ace 

. sugar and riolasses importer who l i v e d on P e r i e r t o n Street u n t i l the 
l a t e l:8C's when h i s business boomed and he ccmmissicned H a r t w e l l S 
Richarcson t o design t h i s impressive house i n a m̂ ore fashionable 

- neighborhood. ., • . 

U. 11 H i l l s i d e Avenue (1887) ' ' . '• ": •". 

Local a r c h i t e c t s Joseph and W i l l i a m Richards designed t h i s Queen Anne 
s t y l e house f o r Boston p r i n t e r Samuel Usher. C h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the 
s t y l e are the wrap-around verandah and serpentine s h i n g l e p a t t e r n i n 
the gable, as w e l l as the v a r i e t y i n window s i z e and placem^ent. 

5. 6 3 Washington Avenue (187 3) 

Gardiner Mansfield, a Boston businessman, owned t h i s Mansard house. A 
p a v i l i o n e f f e c t i s created by a box o r i e l and p r o j e c t i n g dormer above 
the enclosed entrance v e s t i b u l e . Prominent gabled dormers f e a t u r e 
jigsaw t r i m and engaged co l o n n e t t e s . 

6. 71 Washington Avenue (1877 ) ..̂̂  ' , . -

This simple two-story Mansard d w e l l i n g was the residence of Charles G. 
Green, a Boston businessman. A bracketed entrance p o r t i c o i s o f f - s e t 
t o the r i g h t , and the f r o n t slope o f the s l a t e r o o f i s broken by a 
s i n g l e dormer w i t h a peaked l i n t e l . •• 

>; \ " (continued) ^ : 

' • S tap le to Inventory form at bottom 
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Henrv J. Melendv House C18 71) 

Ccramunity: FonTi No: 
Old Cambridge OC I . : 

Property NameAvon H i l l . 

ng continued below. 

ash ing ton Avenue 

This s p l e n d i d three-bay Mansard house w i t h a c e n t r a l entry 
p a v i l i o n and e l a b o r a t e l y ornamented cupola crowns the h i g h ­
est p o i n t of Avon H i l l . B u i l t f o r Henry J. Melendy, a wealthy 
shoe merchant and one ox the two e a r l i e s t developers of Avon H i l l , 
81 VJashington Avenue was o r i g i n a l l y one o f a p a i r o f i d e n t i c a l 
Mansards a t the top o f the h i l l . Unusual f o r i t s l a v i s h use 
of a p p l i e d wooden ornar.ent throughout, the house also features 
f l u s h boarding scored t o i m i t a t e ashlar masonry and a r o o f of f i s h -
scale p a t t e r n e d s l a t e . 

2 6 VJashintttn Avenue (1SS9) 

The most T c l o n i a l o f H a r t w e l l £ Richardson's VJashington Avenue 
hcuses, 2" Washington Avenue was b u i l t f o r David F-Litchie, a 
mianufacturer o f metal p i p i n g . I n s p i t e of i t s b a s i c a l l y 
C o l o n i a l Revival f e e l i n g , the house i n t e g r a t e s a n'jmiber c f e a r l i e r 
Queen Anne f e a t u r e s , a s t y l i s t i c t r e n d f i r s t seen i n t h e i r wcr"-: at 
U9 Washington Avenue. The c a r r i a g e house also s u c c e s s f u l l y 
ccr-bines features of the two s t y l e s . 

5 8 Washin-ton Avenue (1880) 

• . This I t a l i a n a t e residence w i t h a low h i p r o o f and bracketed cornice 
was the hvm.e of Charles Boardman, h i s second house on Avon H i l l . 
I t s unusual form c o n s i s t s of a box bay (probably the o r i g i n a l 
entrance) f l a n k e d by hexagonal bays. Ornamental d e t a i l i s simple. 

10. 7 8 V/ashington Avenue (1874-77) 

Morris Boynton commissioned t h i s three-bay Mansard cottage w i t h a 
c e n t r a l e n t r y tower and f u l l - v 7 i d t h b a l ustraded t e r r a c e . The 
segm.ental-arched p o r t i c o has p a i r e d square columjis on paneled base; 
and p a i r e d b r a c k e t s . 

11. 86-88 Washington Avenue (1870) / •,' . 

A l b e r t Kelsey was the b u i l d e r o f t h i s unusually complex two-story 
, Mansard house. An L-shaped porch i n t e r l o c k s w i t h the L-plan 

y o f the house. Broad corner boards have been r u s t i c a t e d t o repre­
sent quoins. A b r i c k s t a b l e at the r e a r r e f l e c t s the design o f 
the house, w i t h a s l a t e Mansard r o o f and bracketed wood dormers. 

12. 92 Washington Avenue (..876). 

A steep, s t r a i g h t - e d g e d r o o f w i t h a b o l d cornice supported by pair-
brackets crowns t h i s l a t e example of the Mansard s'tyle. The place­
ment of the entrance and polygonal facade bay express on the exter; 
the s i d e - h a l l ti l a n of the i n t e r i o r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
» • ' 

continued 
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13. E l i z a b e t h Hutchins House (1924), 10 8 Washington Avenue .^-•'i'-:,., 

Kendall 5 Tay l o r £ Company were the a r c h i t e c t s c f t h i s b r i c k 
"Banker's Tudor" house, something of an anomaly i n the neighbcrhc 

14. 16 Lancaster S t r e e t (1892 ) . ' ' ' 

This unusually l a r g e Queen Anne house designed by a r c h i t e c t H.S, 
Simitscn i s capped by a gamJorel r o o f which acccm.c dates almcst a : 
-Third s t o r y and a t t i c . The 1690s fondness f o r diamond patterns 
i s r e f l e c t e d i n the windows and s h i n g l e s . 

18 Lancaster S t r e e t (1885-86 ) - J 

A la r g e c e n t r a l l i v i n g h a l l i s t h r u s t d i a g o n a l l y i n t o the cere : 
t h i s Queen Anne house, r e s u l t i n g i n an usualy corner entrance a: 
asymmetrical plan v,"hich r e f l e c t s the sharp angle of the corner ; 
Features i n c l u d e a h i p r o o f , asymmetrically plaoed channelled o: 
neys and a h a l f - t i x i b e r e d gable. 

2~ Lanca:.-ter S t r e e t ( 1 88 3-84 ) ' • - • • * 

An o l d - f a s h i o n e d design echoing the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e w i t h a ; 
cornice supported by brackets , bracketed vrindcv: caps and hea" 
ornar.ent on the window l i n t e l s . 

17. ?6 Lancaster S t r e e t (1886 ) . ' -

This vernacular Queen Anne design by b u i l d e r Harvey Taylor uses a 
wrap-around verandah to em.phasize the corner' l o o a t i c n of the h : - i ; 
Notable f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e a c i r c u l a r bay, t w i n e l l i p t i c a l o r i e l s a: 
patt e r n e d s h i n g l e s . The s t a b l e contains a P a l l a d i a n m o t i f i n 
the gable which terminates i n a diamond-shingled gablet p o i n t i n g 
to a small cupola. 

18. 24 Agassiz S t r e e t ( 1889 ) ' • h • ' 

M. Simpson was the a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s house w i t h i t s gable-on-hit : 
and p a i r e d dormers. C h a r a c t e r i s t i c Queen Anne features include 
the rounded f r o n t porch w i t h i t s attenuated s p i n d l e screen and th-
t r i p l e s t a i n e d glass window on the facade. Wood shingles cut i n 
a v a r i e t y o f p a t t e r n s f u r t h e r e n l i v e n the composition. 

19. Edward L. Shaw House (1890 ) , 30 Agassiz S t r e e t -

J.R. and W.P. Richards designed t h i s S h i n g l e - s t y l e house w i t h som-
what competing f e a t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g a wide c y l i n d r i c a l corner towe: 
v j i t h c o n c i c a l r o o f balanced aga i n s t a f l a t gambrel facade gable c: 
t a i n i n g a P a l l a d i a n window. Shaw was a l o c a l f u r n i t u r e merchar.t. 

' : Z i . "'... S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom • 1 - V 
' - • . continued 
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20. ::. Winslow Sands House Cl891^, 32 Agassiz St r e e t 

•William Mooney was the a r c h i t e c t of t h i s Queen Anne house o f b r i c k 
and wood s h i n g l e s , occupying a prominent corner l o t , ]:.W. Sands 
was a prosperous l o c a l b r i c k r.anufacturer, v.-hose f a m i l y had been ' 
in v o l v e d i n brickmaking i n CamJoridge f o r several generations. This 
house i s one o f f o u r residences associated w i t h the Sands f a m i l y i n 
Cam.bridge. One c f the handsom.est f e a t u r e s of the design i s the 
balcony r e s t i n g on carved f o l i a t e d bracket.?. An arched s t a i n e d glass 
s t a i r window, and a round corner to'wer w i t n a polygonal r o o f vary 
the Lancaster S t r e e t facade. The b-rick m.asonry i s somiewhat f l a t , 
l a c k i n g the t e x t u r e expected c f a Queen .-.nne b u i l d i n g , but i t vrculc 
hao"e been 'unusual f o r a b r i c k r.anuf a c t u r e r not t c use h i s own t r c : 

21. 53 Agassiz S t r e e t (.1890 ) 

The random, cobblestone f i r s t f l o o r , s h i n g l e c l a d second f l o o r and 
s l a t e h i p r c o f define the m.a3S c f t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n c f the Queen 
Anne. I t s picturesque as^Trnr.etry, m e d i e v a l - i n s p i r e d elem.ents and h i ; 
v a r i e d j n x t a p c s i t i o n o f t e x t u r e s and m.aterials are trader.arks of 
the s t y l e . The t a l l cobblestone and b r i c h ohimney w i t h panel b r i c k 
recesses and a decorative pressed bo'ick pane 
handled. A r c h i t e c t Eugene Clark designed h i s house fc 
Blackman, the foreman o f m i l l w o r k f o r the Mason 5 Ham.lin or-gan 
f a c t o r y who also served as C i t y Alderman. 

22. 13 Lancaster S t r e e t Cc.l880) 

An e x c e l l e n t example o f a Queen Anne house enlivened by v a r i e d geo­
m e t r i c a d d i t i o n s : t u r r e t s , corm.ers and gables. A wrap-around 
porch w i t h a s p i n d l e f r i e z e has mastic ornament i n the gable and 
elaborate turned posts. A cupolaed s t a b l e stands i n the rea r . 

2 3. Chester Sawyer House (18 86 ) , 2 7 Lancaster S t r e e t 

This w e l l - p r e s e r v e d house designed by a r c h i t e c t A l f r e d Gould, i s 
a textbook example of the Queen Anne s t y l e i n p l a n , massing and 
decorative d e t a i l . The deep arched porch w i t h i t s shingled posts 
and the c a n t i l e v e r e d o r i e l window above are p a r t i c u l a r l y " n o t a ble. 

24. W i l l i a m B. Hovey House (1887), 29 Lancaster S t r e e t 

Chamberlin £ W^nidden were the a r c h i t e c t s c f t h i s commodious Queen 
Anne d w e l l i n g o f boxy p r o p o r t i o n s i n which the gambrel r o o f 
generously overhangs the mass o f the house. I t v:as the residence o: 
W i l l i a m B. Hovey, l i s t e d as a salesm.an i n the 18 87 C i t y D i r e c t o r y . 

continued "  

Stapl e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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25. Henry Yerxa House (1887) , 37 Lancaster S t r e e t 

This i s the f i n e s t of Hart\-jell £ Richadson's r e s i d e n t i a l comxis; i :ns 
and an e x c e p t i o n a l l y s k i l l f u l example of the Shingle S t y l e , 

". . . the best cn Avon H i l l . The f l o w i n g shinglework incorporates a l l • 
the elem.ents i n t o a s i n g l e organic m.ass. The carriage house w i t h 
i t s overhanging r o o f and c a n t i l v e r e d gables create a st r o n g f e e l i n g 

. o f the Queen Anne s t y l e . This was the residence of Henry Yerxa. 
•-. a wholesale grocer i n Boston. 

n -
S-10 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t C1864-65) 
12-14 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1864-6 5) -

A p a i r c f g a b l e - r o o f e d double houses. Number 8-lC has a hands 
f u l l y - w i d t h porch v / i t h chambered posts and rope m.olding. h.., 

23. 22 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1862-63) 

This simple Z-iansard house i s i n o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n . Notable 
features i n c l u d e the recessed dorm.eo's :-:ith m:astio orna~.ent i n t'.o-o 
pe ii:.oe:";t5, and the h o l d i n g p r o j e c t i n g cornice supported by p a i r e d 
brackets. The steep, s t r a i g h t - e d g e d r o o f i o cOered w i t h patterned 

29. 24 A r l i n g t o n - S t r e e t (1869-70; 189 8) 

A center--gable I t a l i a n a t e house set f a r back from, the s t r e e t , 
" -'.̂  24 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t was b u i l t i n 186 9. I n 189 8 , i t was purchased 

by '.vellin.gton F i l l m o r e , a well-kno;-:r. and successful Carrbiridge 
b u i l d e r , who immediately updated the house by adding a Co l o n i a l 
Revival porch and two bay windows t o the facade. 

30. 26 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1869; 1886) 

A subdued 1869 Mansard house w i t h an overlay o f Queen Anne element:, 
i n c l u d i n g a tower and extremely unusual gazebo-like corner porch. 
The remodelling was done i n 18 86 by the owner, the Reverend Clark 

. ' Moor. 

31. Horace P. Blackman House (1876), 28 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t 

A h i g h l y ornamented Mansard house w i t h bay windows c a r r i e d up i n t o 
a p a v i l i o n r o o f , an elaborate porch, corner p i l a s t e r s w i t h unusual 
b u l g i n g s c r o l l c a p i t a l s , and a flush-boarded facade scored t o resemop 
as h l a r . Blackman was a m i l l foreman. The l a v i s h use -of a p p l i e d 
wooden oranment and the e x c e l l e n t s t a t e of p r e s e r v a t i o n m.ake t h i s 
elegant Mansard house a s i g n i f i c a n t example o f the s t y l e . 

f 

continued /' 

S taple to Inventory form at bottom 
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32 . 30 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t C1876 ) 

Almost i d e n t i c a l t o 2 8 A r l i n g t o n , t h i s house has somiewhat s i m t l e r 
d e t a i l i n g . The enclosed verandah i s an 1890 a d d i t i o n . 

33. Edwin A. L.-Jameson House ( 1 8 7 2 ) , 32 A r l i n g t o n : 

A t a l l ent rance tower and lacey f r e t w o r k i n the 
'r 'V gables d i s t i n g u i s h t h i s house f rom i t s neighbor; 

a Boston m i l l i n e r . 

34. 36 Arlington Street (1872 ) ... ' ' 

36 

38 

s t e e p l y - p i t c h e d 
Jam.es on was 

"he c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n of t h i s Mansard house has ; 
the tower r o o f . The porch contains open s t r u t ; 

... _ . a loo.-, balustraded deck. I n c i s e d work and a p t l i ^ 
• orna:..ent the b u i l d i n g . 

- ̂  • 3 .-.rlington S t r e e t (1874) 

A vernacular Mansard double house w i t h f-j.ndame.n-
d e t a i l . Decorative i n t e r e s t i s . provided by the 
peaked dorm.ers, a p p l i e d jigsaw ornam.ent and com.-
diam.cnd s l a t e p a t t e r n of the r o o f . The house v; 
Clark Moor, a U n i v e r s a l i s t m i n s t e r , f o r r e n t a l : 

;te m.o^cmg m 

4 2 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1871) 

This vernacular Mansard house was occupred by ' 
u n t i l 18 81 v.'hen he b u i l t a new house on .-.von H: 
features i n c l u d e the bracketed c o r n i c e , segmer.' 
scale D a t t e r n o f the s l a t e r o o f . 

•ac.<eted _o: 
.ed f i s h s oe! 
b u i l t by ?• 
. t e r t v . 

.ar_es boarcman 

.1 dormiers and f i ; n-

Frank A. A l d r i c h House (1899), 11 A r l i n g t o n Street 

Henry A. Mears was the a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s resicenoe b u i l t f o r 
A l d r i c h , a Boston s t a r c h manufacturer. .An elaborate Queen .Anne 
example w i t h a corner c o n i c a l tower and wrap-aro-u.nd porch, the 
d w e l l i n g has mastic ornament i n the porch gable. 

.Adolph H. Graustein House (1902), 19 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t 

Nathan Douglas was the a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s house f o r Adolph Grauste 
a l o c a l m i l k dealer. The l a r g e , square^hip roofed house has p r c j 
eaves r e s t i n g on exposed r a f t e r s . The remodelled center entrance 
i s f l a n k e d by f u l l - h e i g h t s w e l l - f r o n t bays. 

e c t m g 

con t inued 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at bo t tom 
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39. 33 .Arlington Street (1869-7G; m.oved 1911) 

This L-plan I t a l i a n a t e house with i t s balustraded piazza was the 
home of Johin Davis , who was responsible f o r much of the re a l 
estate develcpm.ent i n the imooediate v i c i n i t y . The house o r i g i n a l l ; 
stood facing Walnut Avenue, and was moved and stuccoed i n 1911. 

40. 87 Arlington Street (1875) 

: •' ' This elaborate Mansard cottage was the residence of Albert Kelsey, 
a builder/contractor who served as supervisor of the construction 
of the Massachusetts State House extension. The T-plan ho-use, 
with a full-v.-idth balustraded terrace extending around the r i g h t 
side, i s dominated by a Mansard tower cvoi-med by fine i r o n cresting 
and diam.ond-shaped dormers . Th.e use of an elaborate tov;er cn a 
one-stcry Mansard i s unusual and t h i s i s one of the f i n e s t exam.ples 
of t h i s v a r i a t i o n i n Cam.bridre . 

^- • lugene M. I'iles riouse ( I S c " ) . 3 '.valnut A.venue 

J. M e r r i l l Brown was the a r c h i t e c t of t h i s elaborate Q'ueen A:-.r.e 
house for Eugene Niles l i s t e d i n the 189 3 City Directory as a 
provision dealer at Faneuil Hall Market. The unusual c y l i n d r i c a l , 
balconied tower resembling a lighthouse form the center of focus 
of the design which was published i n Am.erican Architect and 
Building News. 

42. 4 Walnut Avenue (.1878-79 ) 

.A cupolaed, center-gable house i n the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e , 4 Walnut 
-Avenue i s conservative i n design f o r i t s l a t e date. Outstanding 
features are the porch with i t s paired posts, elaborate brackets, 
and spindle screen. The porch rests on a base of jigsaw-cut 
screening. -

4 3. Jacob Harris Niles House (1884- 86 ) , 6 V/alnut Avenue 

The o r i g i n a l ovmer of t h i s house, Jacob H. N i l e s , was one c f 
three Niles brothers who ra.n a prosperous l o c a l pork-packing 
business i n Cambridge. Very much i n i t s o r i g i n a l state, t h i s 
shingled Queen Anne house i s complete with an octagonal ogee 

y .'. tower, c i r c u l a r porch and stable with an elongated tower echoing 
the tower form of the main house. • 

44. Orrin E, Sands House ( I d l l ) 2 Walnut Avenue • ' 

Ernest Boyden was the a r c h i t e c t of this" Tudor Revival house of 
brick with half-timbered dorm.ers, a slate roof and limestone 
l i n t e l s and s i l l s . 

•ci-^^i« T ^ continued btaple to Inventory form at bottom : 
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The Avon H i l l National Register D i s t r i c t includes properties on both 
sides of Washington Avenue and Walnut Avenue, both sides of the western 
halves of Agassiz and Humboldt Streets, and both sides of Arlington 
and Lancaster Streets from, just south of Massachusetts .Avenue (see 
Cam.bridge Community De\^elopm.ent P. D. Quad M̂ap 11) . Boundaries v.'ere 
drav.-n to include the summit of Avon H i l l and the structures t y p i c a l 
of i t s development i n the l a t e nineteenth century. 

-END-
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Avon H i l l N.R.D. 
View of Walnut Street 

Photo: 19 70 
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Avon H i l l N.R.D. 
View north up Washington 

Street 
Photo: 19 70 
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7. Historical data. Explaia the historical/architectural importance of this area. >̂  • . 

The Avon H i l l N a t i o n a l Register D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r 
the high q u a l i t y o f i t s domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e and f o r the range of 
l a t e nineteenth century s t y l e s represented i n the area. The d i s t r i c t 
was developed and i n h a b i t e d by wealthy members o f the emerging mer­
c a n t i l e c lass. 

Avon H i l l , e a r l i e r known as Jones H i l l , was f i r s t s e t t l e d i n 
16 38. The land remained an open a g r i c u l t u r a l area w e l l i n t o the nine- , 
teenth century. Development began i n 186 9 when f i v e acres a t the top 
of the h i l l were s o l d t o Henry Melendy and G i l b e r t Dexter, a prosperous 
shoe merchant and the founder o f the Cambridge Tribune, r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
They b u i l t t w i n Mansard s t y l e houses and sold other l o t s nearby. 
Melendy's house s t i l l stands at 81 Washington Avenue; the Dexter 
House was destroyed by f i r e i n 19 39. 

Two periods of development on Avon H i l l are evident i n the con­
t r a s t i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l character of upper and lower Washington Avenue. 
Mansard houses l i n e upper Washington Avenue and A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t , while •' 
a v a r i e t y of l a t e r V i c t o r i a n s t r u c t u r e s dominates lower Washington 
Avenue and Lancaster S t r e e t . The second stage of development on Avon ^ 
H i l l brought an i Q ^ s i o n 'djf"'new wealth typified^.^^y l a r g e houses i n 
spacious setting^", 'The s o c i a l and f i n a n c i a l independence of their*"' > 
self-made owners'f'rom the es t a b l i s h e d Old Cambridge f&milife's was Aia.Vi'̂ <v 
fested i n t h e i r d e c i s i o n t o b u i l d mansions t h a t departed from Br a t r t l ^ j i S 
Street t r a d i t i o n both geographically and s t y l i s t i c a l l y . Four of the 
seven houses i n t h i s p a r t o f the d i s t r i c t were designed by the proinij^iaeiit 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r i p o f Hartwel^ & Richardson. 

The Avon Hill Nation*! Register District includes these tw« 
distinct residential developments from the early 1870s and latelWHlSps. 
Unusually well-pr^erved examples of a range of late nineteenth century 
domestic architectural styles on ample lots create a park-like setting 
containing a cross-section of Cambridge's best late Victorian an^ Mansard 
architecture. ZZ"''^ ' 

1. 27 Washington Avenue (1908) .vr ••. '.i*--'*'-Jji^^- -

This Tudor Rev iva l house, w i t h i t s s t eep ly p i t c h e d s l a t e r o o f and 
h a l f - t i m b e r e d gable*'^ was designed by K e n d a l l , T a y l o r £ Company fo r_ 

8. Bibliography aad/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,(continue 
early maps, etc. 

t 

yf...-: 
; > '•.'•f'i.:. ,, 1 

3/73 
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Laura Brown, the widow of a prosperous i r o n manufacturer. I n s p i t e of 
i t s l a t e date, i t s massing and a t t e n t i o n t o d e t a i l make t h i s house 
compatible w i t h i t s neighbors. 

,2. James Mellen House (1887), 33 Washington Avenue 

James Mellen, p a r t n e r i n and h e i r t o the successful C u r t i s , Davis Soap 
. manufacturing f i r m , commissioned the well-known Boston a r c h i t e c t s 

•Hartwell ^Richardson t o design t h i s spacious Shingle Style house. The 
assymetrical facade, f e a t u r i n g a t a l l p r o j e c t i n g gable, a c y l i n d r i c a l 

. , corner bay and an open, s h i n g l e d porch, i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h i s f i r m ' s 
work, as i s the v a r i e t y o f shingled bays, o r i e l s , brackets and gables 

; y used throughout the b u i l d i n g . Mellen was t y p i c a l of the prosperous 
Cambridge businessmen who b u i l t s t y l i s h new houses and s e t t l e d on ^ 
Washington Avenue i n the l a t e 18 80s. 

%^ " S t i l l m a n F. Kell e y House (1887), 149 Washington Avenue 

One of the most imposing Queen Anne s t y l e houses on Avon H i l l , 4 9 Wash-
•• i n g t o n Avenue combines C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l s w i t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

Queen Anne i r r e g u l a r massing and a p r o f u s i o n o f towers, gables, porches, 
'• and elaborate s t a i n e d glass windows. S t i l l m a n K e l l e y was a self-made 

sugar and molasses importer who l i v e d on Pemberton Street u n t i l the 
l a t e 1880s when h i s business boomed and he commissioned H a r t w e l l £ 
Richardson t o design t h i s impressive house i n a more fashionable 
neighborhood. • 

4. 11 H i l l s i d e Avenue (1887) 

. ; Local a r c h i t e c t s Joseph and W i l l i a m Richards designed t h i s Queen Anne 
s t y l e house f o r Boston p r i n t e r Samuel Usher. C h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the 

• ̂  , s t y l e are the wrap-around verandah and serpentine shingle p a t t e r n i n 
' the gable, as w e l l as the v a r i e t y i n window size and placement. 

5. 6 3 Washington Avenue (187 3) 

Gardiner Mansfield, a Boston businessman, owned t h i s Mansard house. A 
p a v i l i o n e f f e c t i s created by a box o r i e l and p r o j e c t i n g dormer above 
the enclosed entrance v e s t i b u l e . Prominent gabled dormers f e a t u r e 
jigsaw t r i m and engaged colonnettes. 

6. 71 Washington Avenue (187 7 ) , 
.<- ̂  -

This simple two-story Mansard d w e l l i n g was the residence o f Charles G. 
Green, a Boston businessman. A bracketed entrance p o r t i c o i s o f f - s e t 
t o the r i g h t , and the f r o n t slope o f the s l a t e r o o f i s broken by a 
s i n g l e dormer w i t h a peaked l i n t e l . ^ , 

. ' > (continued) " •-

Staple to Inventory form at bottom * 
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7. Henry J . Melendy House C18 71) , 81 Washington Aventie 
* — — . — . — -,1̂  

This splendid three-bay Mansard hoxise w i t h a c e n t r a l entry 
p a v i l i o n and e l a b o r a t e l y ornamented cupola crowns the high­
est p o i n t o f Avon H i l l . B u i i l t f o r Henry J. Melendy, a wealthy 
shoe merchant and one o f the two e a r l i e s t developers of Avon H i l l , 
81 Washington Avenue was o r i g i n a l l y one o f a p a i r of i d e n t i c a l 
Mansards a t the top of the h i l l . Unusual f o r i t s l a v i s h use 
of a p p l i e d wooden ornament throughout, the house also features 
f l u s h boarding scored to i m i t a t e ashlar masonry and a r o o f o f f i s h -
scale patterned s l a t e . 

8. 2 6 Washington Avenue (1889) 

10 

The most C o l o n i a l o f H a r t w e l l £ Richardson's Washington Avenue 
houses, 2 6 Washington Avenue was b x i i l t f o r David R i t c h i e , a ,. 
manufacturer of metal p i p i n g . I n s p i t e o f i t s b a s i c a l l y 
C o l o n i a l Revival f e e l i n g , the house i n t e g r a t e s a n-umber. o f ' e a r l i e r 
Queen Anne f e a t u r e s , a s t y l i s t i c t r e n d f i r s t seen i n t h e i r work a t 
49 Washington Avenue. The carriage house also s u c c e s s f u l l y 
combines feaf-ures of the two s t y l e s . 

5 8 Washington Avenue (1880) • - , •' , • " ' • ' ' -

This I t a l i a n a t e residence w i t h a low h i p r o o f and bracketed cornice 
was the home of Charles Boardman, h i s second house on Avon H i l l . 
I t s unusual form consists of a box bay (probably the o r i g i n a l 
entrance) f l a n k e d by hexagonal bays. Ornamental d e t a i l i s simple. 

-7 8 Washington Avenue (1874-77) ' 5 . ' • - ' 

Morris Boynton commissioned t h i s three-bay Mansard cottage w i t h a 
c e n t r a l e n t r y tower and f u l l - w i d t h balustraded t e r r a c e . The 
segmental-arched p o r t i c o has pa i r e d square columns on paneled bases 
and p a i r e d brackets. 

11. 86-88 Washington Avenue (1870) ,,v,v 

A l b e r t Kelsey was the b u i l d e r o f t h i s unusually complex two-story 
Mansard house. An L-shaped porch i n t e r l o c k s w i t h the L-plan 
o f the house. Broad corner boards have been r u s t i c a t e d t o repre­
sent quoins. A b r i c k s t a b l e a t the r e a r r e f l e c t s the design o f 
the house, w i t h a s l a t e Mansard r o o f and bracketed wood dormers. 

12. 92 Washington Avenue (1876). ' 

A steep, s t r a i g h t - e d g e d r o o f w i t h a bol d cornice supported by pai r e d 
brackets crowns t h i s l a t e example o f the Mansard s'tyle. The place­
ment of the entrance and polygonal facade bay express on the e x t e r i o r 
the s i d e - h a l l ̂ l a n _ o f the i n t e r i o r . 

i t a p l e t o In v e n t o r y form a t b o t t om 

continued 
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13. E l i z a b e t h Hutchins House (1924), 108 Washington Avenue 

Kendall, Tay l o r £ Company were the a r c h i t e c t s of t h i s b r i c k 
"Banker's Tudor" house, something of an anomaly i n the neighborhood. 

14. 16 Lancaster St r e e t (1892). " , . i,." 

This unusually lar g e Queen Anne house designed by a r c h i t e c t H.S. 
Simpson i s capped by a gambrel r o o f which accomodates almost a f u l l 
t h i r d s t o r y and a t t i c . The 189 0s fondness f o r diamond pat t e r n s 

• i s r e f l e c t e d i n the windows and shingles . . •. 

15. 18 Lancaster S t r e e t (1885-86) 

A larg e c e n t r a l l i v i n g h a l l i s t h r u s t d i a g o n a l l y i n t o the core o f 
t h i s Queen Anne house, r e s u l t i n g i n an usualy corner entrance and 

.. : asymmetrical plan which r e f l e c t s the sharp angle o f the corner l o t . 
Features include a h i p r o o f , asymmetrically placed channelled chim­
neys and a h a l f - t i m b e r e d gable. 

16. 24 Lancaster Street-(1883-84) 

An old- f a s h i o n e d design echoing the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e w i t h a broad 
cornice supported by brackets , bracketed window caps and heavy cast 
ornament on the window l i n t e l s . 

17. 36 Lancaster S t r e e t (1886 ) • ' • • . ft " 

_̂ This vernacular Queen Anne design by b u i l d e r Harvey Taylor uses a 
wrap-around verandah t o emphasize the corner l o c a t i o n o f the house. 
Notable f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e a c i r c u l a r bay, t w i n e l l i p t i c a l o r i e l s and 
patterned s h i n g l e s . The s t a b l e contains a P a l l a d i a n m o t i f i n 
the gable which terminates i n a diamond-shingled gablet p o i n t i n g 
to a small cupola. 

18. 24 Agassiz S t r e e t (1889 ) ' .• • ' 

M. Simpson was the a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s house w i t h i t s gable-on-hip r o o f 
and p a i r e d dormers. C h a r a c t e r i s t i c Queen Anne features include 
the rounded f r o n t porch w i t h i t s attenuated spindle screen and the 
t r i p l e s t a i n e d glass window on the facade. Wood shingles cut i n 
a v a r i e t y o f pat t e r n s f u r t h e r e n l i v e n the composition. 

19. Edward L. Shaw House (1890), 30 Agassiz S t r e e t 

• J.R. and W.P. Richards designed t h i s S h i n g l e - s t y l e house w i t h some­
what competing f e a t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g a wide c y l i n d r i c a l corner tower 
w i t h c o n c i c a l r o o f balanced against a f l a t gambrel facade gable con­
t a i n i n g a P a l l a d i a n window. Shaw was a l o c a l f u r n i t u r e merchant. 

St a p l e t o In v e n t o r y form at bottom • 
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20. M. Wins],ow Sands House (:1891>, 32 Agassiz St r e e t 

W i l l i a m Mooney was the a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s Queen Anne house o f b r i c k 
and wood s h i n g l e s , occupying a prominent corner l o t . M.W. Sands 
was a prosperous l o c a l b r i c k manufacturer, whose fa m i l y had been 
inv o l v e d i n brickmaking i n Cambridge f o r several generations. This 
house i s one of f o u r residences associated w i t h the Sands f a m i l y i n 
Cambridge. One o f the handsomest fea t u r e s o f the design i s the 
balcony r e s t i n g on carved f o l i a t e d bracketJE>. An arched s t a i n e d glass 

• • s t a i r window, and a round corner tower w i t h a piLygonal r o o f vary 
, the Lancaster St r e e t facade. The b r i c k masonry i s somewhat f i a t , 
l a c k i n g the t e x t u r e expected of a Queen Anne b u i l d i n g , but i t would 
have been unusual f o r a b r i c k xaanufacturer not t o use h i s own products. 

21. 33 Agassiz S t r e e t C1890) • ^ : . .' 

The random cobblestone f i r s t f l o o r , s h i n g l e c l a d second f l o o r and 
s l a t e h i p r o o f define the mass o f t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the Queen 
Anne. I t s picturesque asymmetry, m e d i e v a l - i n s p i r e d elements and h i g h l y 
v a r i e d j u x t a p o s i t i o n o f t e i i t u r e s and m a t e r i a l s are trademarks of 
the s t y l e . The t a l l cobblestone and b r i c k chimney w i t h panel b r i c k 
recesses and a decorative pressed b r i c k panel i s p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l -
handled. A r c h i t e c t Eugene Clark designed h i s house f o r Horace 
Blackman, the foreman o f m i l l w o r k f o r the Mason £ Hamlin organ 
f a c t o r y who also served as C i t y Alderman. 

22. 13 Lancaster St r e e t Cc.l880) " ' 

An e x c e l l e n t example o f a Queen Anne house enlivened by v a r i e d geo­
m e t r i c a d d i t i o n s : t u r r e t s , dormers and gables. A wrap-around 
porch w i t h a sp i n d l e f r i e z e has mastic ornament i n the gable and 

„ -'elaborate turned posts. A cupolaed s t a b l e stands i n the rear. 

2 3.^ Chester Sawyer House (1886), 27 Lancaster S t r e e t 

This well-preserved house designed by a r c h i t e c t A l f r e d Gould, i s 
a textbook example of the Queen Anne s t y l e i n p l a n , massing and 
decorative d e t a i l . The deep arched porch w i t h i t s shingled posts 
and the c a n t i l e v e r e d o r i e l window above are p a r t i c u l a r l y notable. 

24. W i l l i a m B. Hovey House (1887), 29 Lancaster Street 

Chamberlin £ Whidden were the a r c h i t e c t s of t h i s commodious Queen 
Anne d w e l l i n g of boxy prop o r t i o n s i n which the gambrel r o o f 
generously overhangs the mass of the house. I t was the residence of 
W i l l i a m B. Hovey, l i s t e d as a salesman i n the 1887 C i t y D i r e c t o r y . 

•• ' continued 
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25. Henry-Yerxa House (1887) , 37 Lancaster S t r e e t ;> 

This i s the f i n e s t o f H a r t w e l l £ Richadson's r e s i d e n t i a l commissions 
and an e x c e p t i o n a l l y s k i l l f u l example o f the Shingle S t y l e , 
the best on Avon H i l l . The f l o w i n g shinglework incorporates a l l 
the elements i n t o a s i n g l e organic mass. The carriage house w i t h 
i t s overhanging r o o f and c a n t i l v e r e d gables create a strong f e e l i n g 
o f the Queen Anne s t y l e . This was the residence of Henry Yerxa, 
a wholesale grocer i n Boston. 

26- 8-10 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1864-65) . .. "•* 
27. 12-14 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1864-65) 

A p a i r of gable-roofed double houses. N-umber 8-10 has a handsome 
f u l l y - w i d t h porch, w i t h chambered posts and rope molding. 

28. 22 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1862-6 3) 

This simple Mansard house i s i n o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n . Notable ! 
feat-ures i n c l u d e the recessed dormers w i t h mastic ornament i n the! 
pediments, and the h o l d i n g p r o j e c t i n g cornice supported by p a i r e d 
brackets. The steep, s t r a i g h t - e d g e d r o o f i s ccjered w i t h patterned 
s l a t e . 

29 . 24 A r l i n g t o n - S t r e e t (1869-70 ; 189 8) 

A center-'gable I t a l i a n a t e house set f a r back from the s t r e e t , 
24 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t was b u i l t i n 1869. I n 189 8, i t was purchased 
by Wellington F i l l m o r e , a well-known and successful Cambridge 
b u i l d e r , who immediately updated the house by adding a Col o n i a l 
Revival porch and two bay windows t o the facade. 

30. 26 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1869; 1886) 

A subdued 1869 Mansard house w i t h an overlay o f Queen Anne elements, 
i n c l u d i n g a tower and extremely unusual gazebo-like comer porch. 
The remodelling was done i n 18 86 by the owner, the Reverend Clark 
Moor. 

\ t : • 

31. Horace P. Blackman House (1876), 28 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t , . t ' :̂  .• •, 

A h i g h l y ornamented Mansard house w i t h bay windows c a r r i e d up i n t o 
a p a v i l i o n r o o f , an elaborate porch, corner p i l a s t e r s w i t h unusual 
b u l g i n g s c r o l l c a p i t a l s , and a flush-boarded facade scored t o resemble 
a s h l a r . Blackman was a m i l l foreman. The l a v i s h use of app l i e d 
wooden oranment and the e x c e l l e n t s t a t e o f p r e s e r v a t i o n make t h i s 
elegant Mansard house a s i g n i f i c a n t example o f the s t y l e . 
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32. 30 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1876) 

" Almost i d e n t i c a l t o 28 A r l i n g t o n , t h i s house has somewhat simpler 
d e t a i l i n g . The enclosed verandah i s an 1890 a d d i t i o n . 

33. -Edwin A. L.Jameson House (1872), 32 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t 

A t a l l entrance tower and lacey f r e t w o r k i n the st e e p l y - p i t c h e d 
gables d i s t i n g u i s h t h i s house from i t s neighbors. Jameson was 
a Boston m i l l i n e r . 

34. 36 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1872 ) ' . • . • 

The c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n o f t h i s Mansard house has rope molding i n 
the tower r o o f . The porch contains open s t r u t arches and supports 
a low,balustraded deck. I n c i s e d work and a p p l i e d d e t a i l f u r t h e r 
ornament the b u i l d i n g . 

' ' I • • • . - r ' \4 . '.- . . < ' ' ^ ! 

35 . 38-40 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1874) ! ' . 
a , I 

A vernacular Mansard double house w i t h fundamentally I t a l i a n a t e 
d e t a i l . Decorative i n t e r e s t i s . provided by the bracketed l i n t e l s , 
peaked dormers, a p p l i e d jigsaw ornament and combined f i s h s c a l e and-
diamond s l a t e p a t t e r n o f the r o o f . The house was b u i l t by Reverend 
Clark Moor, a U n i v e r s a l i s t m i n i t e r , f o r r e n t a l property. 

36 . 42 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1871) ' , . 

This vernacular Mansard house was occupred by Charles Boardman 
u n t i l 18 81 when he b u i l t a new house on Avon H i l l . Noteworthy 
features include the bracketed c o r n i c e , segmental dormers and f i s h ­
scale p a t t e r n o f the s l a t e r o o f . 

37. Frank A. A l d r i c h House (1899), 11 A r l i n g t o n Street 

Henry A. Mears was the a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s residence b u i l t f o r 
A l d r i c h , a Boston s t a r c h manufacturer. An elaborate Queen Anne 
example w i t h a corner c o n i c a l tower and wrap-around porch, the 
dw e l l i n g has mastic ornament i n the porch gable. 

38. Adolph H. Graustein House (1902), 19 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t 

,,: . Nathan Douglas was the a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s house f o r Adolph Graustein, 
• a l o c a l m i l k dealer. The l a r g e , square^ h i p roofed house has p r o j e c t i n g 

t eaves r e s t i n g on exposed r a f t e r s . The remodelled center entrance 
i s f l a n k e d by f u l l - h e i g h t s w e l l - f r o n t bays. 

continued ' - • 
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39 . 33 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1869-70 ; moved 1911) *: 

This L-plan I t a l i a n a t e house w i t h i t s balustraded piazza was the 
- home of John Davis, who was responsible f o r much of the r e a l 

: estate development i n the iiranediate v i c i n i t y . The house o r i g i n a l l y 
stood f a c i n g Walnut Avenue, and was moved and stuccoed i n 1911. 

. 37 A r l i n g t o n S t r e e t (1875) 

This elaborate Mansard cottage was the residence o f A l b e r t Kelsey, 
a b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r who served as supervisor of the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f the Massachusetts State House extension. The T-plan house, 
w i t h a f u l l - w i d t h balustraded t e r r a c e extending around the r i g h t 

' s i d e , i s dominated by a Mansard tower crowned by f i n e i r o n c r e s t i n g 
and diamond-shaped dormers. The use o f an elaborate tower on a 
one-story Mansard i s -unusual and t h i s i a one of the f i n e s t examples 
of t h i s v a r i a t i o n i n Cambridge. 

41. Eugene M. Niles House (18 87), 9 Walnut Avenue 

J. M e r r i l l Brown was the a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s elaborate Queen Anne 
• ,. house f o r Eugene Niles l i s t e d i n the 189 3 C i t y D i r e c t o r y as a 

p r o v i s i o n dealer at Faneuil H a l l Market. The unusual c y l i n d r i c a l , 
balconied tower resembling a l i g h t h o u s e form the center of focus 
of the design which was published i n American A r o h i t e c t and . • ,. . 

,'. B u i l d i n g News. 

42. 4 Walnut Avenue (.1878-79) , . 

A cupolaed, center-gable house i n the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e , 4 Walnut 
Avenue i s conservative i n design f o r i t s l a t e date. Outstanding 

• * features are the porch w i t h i t s p a i r e d p o s t s , elaborate brackets, 
,. . and s p i n d l e screen. The porch r e s t s on a base of jigsaw-cut 

screening. 

4-3. Jacob H a r r i s N i l e s House C1884-86), 6 Walnut Avenue 

The o r i g i n a l owner of t h i s house, Jacob H. N i l e s , was one o f 
i-* . three Niles brothers who ran a prosperous l o c a l pork-packing ^ 
j ' business i n Cambridge. Very much i n i t s o r i g i n a l s t a t e , t h i s 

s h ingled Queen Anne house i s complete w i t h an octagonal ogee 
tower, c i r c u l a r porch and s t a b l e w i t h an elongated tower echoing 
the tower form of the main house. < . 

• i * " ' - . , -

44. O r r i n E. Sands House (1911) 2 Walnut Avenue 

Ernest Boyden was the a r c h i t e c t o f t h i s " Tudor Revival house of 
b r i c k w i t h h a l f - t i m b e r e d dormers, a s l a t e r o o f and limestone 
l i n t e l s and s i l l s . 

•c*..,^!^ * T ^ ^ continued 
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The Avon H i l l National Register D i s t r i c t includes properties on both 
sides of Washington Avenue and Walnut Avenue, both sides of the western 
halves of Agassiz and Humboldt Streets, and both sides of Arlington 
and Lancaster Streets from j u s t south of Massachusetts Avenue (see 
Cambridge Community Development P. D. Quad Map 11). Boundaries were 
drawn to include the summit of Avon H i l l and the structures t y p i c a l 
of i t s development i n the late nineteenth century. 

-EN̂ - • 
•4? •'• 
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This d i s t r i c t i s composed e n t i r e l y of r e s i d e n t i a l structures 
b u i l t f o r the most part from 1870 to 1900. There are no commercial, 
i n d u s t r i a l , or mu l t i f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l structures, altJiough some of 
the larger houses have been divided i n t o apartments or condominiums. 
There are no int r u s i o n s i n t h i s d i s t r i c t . 

Avon H i l l possesses i n t e g r i t y of lo c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
materials and workmanship. As one of the f i n e s t l a t e 19th century 
r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods i n the c i t y , i t meets c r i t e r i o n C of the 
National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places. 

•r • • -
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