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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/arcbiternural importance of this area.

The Avon Hill National RegisTer listrict i ssignificant for
the high quality of its domestic arihi-~cture and for the rangeof
| are nineteenth century styles represe.-.ttd i nt hearea. The distrie-
was devel oped and inhabired by weal -hy .\Vienbers of t he eir.erging r.er-
cantile class.

Avon Hill, earlier known as Jones Hill, was first settledi n
1638. The land reir.ained an open agric.ltural area well intc thenine-
teenth century. Devel opment began i n?\59 when five acres at "he top
of thehill were sold t oHenry Melendy and Gil bert Dexter, a prosperous

shoe merchant andthe founder of t heCi-hridge Tribune, respectively.
They built twin Mansard style houses e.i sold other lots nearby.

Mel endy's house still stands at Sl Vas.-.ington Avenue; t he Dexter
House vas destroyed by fire i n 193S.

;0 periods of devel opment on Avon Hill areevident i n"he con-
trastir architectural character of upper and | ower Washi ngton Avenue
Mansar: .Duses |ine upper Washington A.enue and Arlington Street, whi
a y cf later Victorian struct..rei domi nates |ower ".e. "ashngton

Avenue md Lancaster Street. The second stage of devel opment cn Avon
. v_ghr an infusio of newwealth typified by large housesi n
spacio'. ; settings. The social and financial independence of their
self-m ie owners fromt e established | dCanbridge families vjas mani -
N vhsir dscisio to build mansions that departed frcm i:r-r-ttJ. o
edition both g cgraphically a.dstylistically. Four cf the
;use3 m thi-S pat of thedi:;trict wer?e designed hy the prom nent

ct-ral firm cf Hrtwell = ?.ichardson.
r Avon Kill 1Z-ional Register District includes these two
esidential de' +elopments from the early 18705 and |ate 1581=".
unuSua - V.-ell-preserve;. examples cf a range of late nineteenth century
~ -vohitactural ;tyles on anple lots create a par!-:-like s-ettm
cont air.: . a cross-sect:.on of Canbridge's best late Victorian and Mansard

".e;abhington Avenue (190 8)

— Tidar Revival /.ouse, with its steeply pitched slate ro™_ anc
_naif-ti.tibered gables, was designed by Kendall, Taylor £ Comipany for_
8. BibUoeraphy and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,(continue
early maps, etc.
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Laura Irown, thev.-idow of a prosperous iron manufacturer. | nspite cf
its late date, it smassing andattention t odetail makethis house
compatible with its neighbors.

2. James Mellen House (1887 ), 33 VJashington Avenue "oe e

James Mellen, partner i nandheir t ot hesuccessful Curtis, Davis Soap
manufacturing firm, comm ssioned the well-knov;n Boston architects
hartvcell ~Richardson t odesign this spacious Shingle Style house. The
assymetrical facade, featuring a tall projecting gable, a cylindrical
corner bay and an open, shingled porch, i scharacteristic of this firti's
work, as i st hevariety of shingled bays, oriels, brackets and gables
used throughout t hebuilding. Mellen was typical of t he prosperous
Camhri dge businessmen who built stylish new houses and settled cn
V/ashington Avenue i nt helate 18 50s.

o, Stillman F. Kelley House (1887), W Washington Avenue

he cf t hemost imposing Queen Anne style houses on Avon Hill, 49 Mash-
ington Avenue combines Colonial Revival details with characteristic
Queen .-nneirregular massing and a profusion cf towers, gable-", porzhe;,

and el aborate stained glass wi ndows. Stillman Kelley v-as a .self-mace
sugar and riolasses i mporter who |ived on Perierton Street until the
late 1:8Cs when his business booned and he ccmm ssicned Hartwell S
Richarcson t odesign this impressive house i na ntore fashionable

- nei ghborhood. ., .
U 11 Hillside Avenue (1887) v . o e,
Local architects Joseph andW | liamRichards designed this Queen Anne
style house for Boston printer Samuel Usher. Characteristic of the

style arethe wrap-around verandah and serpentine shingle patterni n
the gable, as well as t hevariety in w ndow size and placement.

5. 63 Washington Avenue (187 3)
Gardi ner Mansfield, a Boston businessman, owned this Mansard house. A
pavilion effect 1 screated by a boxoriel andprojecting dormer above

the enclosed entrance vestibule. Prom nent gabled dormers feature
jigsaw trim and engaged col onnettes.

6. 71 Washington Avenue (1877) A ' , .-
This simple two-story Mansard dwelling was t heresidence of Charles G
Green, a Boston businessman. A bracketed entrance portico i s off-set

to theright, andthe front slope of the slate roof i sbroken by a
single dormer with a peaked lintel. -

>3 \" (continued) ~

e Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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11.

12.

ng continued below.

Henrv J. Mel endv House C(Cl8 71) ashington Avenue

This splendid three-bay Mansard house with a central entry
pavilion and elaborately ornamented cupola crowns the high-

est point of Avon Hill. Built for Henry J. Melendy, a wealthy
shoe merchant and one ox the two earliest developers of Avon Hill,
81 VJashington Avenue was originally one of a pair of identical
Mansards at the top of the hill. Unusual for itslavish wuse

of applied wooden ornar.ent throughout, the house also features
flush boarding scored to imtate ashlar masonry and a roof of fish-
scale patterned slate.

26 VJashintttn Avenue (1SS9)

The most Tclonial of Hartwell £ Richardson's VJashington Avenue
hcuses, 2' Washington Avenue was built for David F-Litchie, a

m anufacturer of metal piping. In spite of itsbasically

Colonial Revival feeling, the house integrates a n'jmber cf earlier
Queen Anne features, a stylistic trend first seen in their wr"-: at
W Washington Avenue. The carriage house also successfully
ccr-bines features of the two styles.

58 Washin-ton Avenue (1880)

This Italianate residence with a low hip roof and bracketed cornice
was the hvme of Charles Boardman, his second house on Avon Hill.
[ts unusual form consists of a box bay (probably the original
entrance) flanked by hexagonal bays. Ornamental detail is simple.

78 V/ashington Avenue (1874-77)

Morris Boynton comm ssioned this three-bay Mansard cottage with a
central entry tower and full-v7idth balustraded terrace. The

segm ental -arched portico has paired square columis on panel ed base;
and paired brackets.

86-88 Washi ngton Avenue (1870) / .

Al bert Kelsey was the builder of this unusually conplex two-story
Mansard house. An L-shaped porch interlockswith the L-plan

of the house. Broad corner boards have been rusticatedto repre-
sent quoins, A brick stable at the rear reflects the design of

the house, with a slate Mansard roof and bracketed wood dormers.

92 Washington Avenue (..876).

A steep, straight-edged roof with a bold cornice supported by pair-
brackets crowns this late exanple of the Mansard s'tyle. The place-
ment of the entrance and polygonal facade bay express on the exter;
the side-hall tilan of the interior.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom

continued
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13. Elizabeth Hutchins House (1924), 108 Washi ngton Avenue NAEES

Kendall 5 Tay | or £ Conpany were thearchitects cf this brick
"Banker's Tudor" house, something of an anomaly i nthe neighbcrhc

14, 16 Lancaster Street (1892 ).

This unusually large Queen Anne house designed by architect HS
Simtscn i s capped by a gamlorel roof which acccmc dates almest a:
-Third story and attic. The 1690s fondness for dianond patterns
is reflectedi nthe w ndows and shingles.

18 Lancaster Street (1885-86) - J

A large central [iving hall i sthrust diagonally into the cere :
this Queen Anne house, resulting i nan usualy corner entrance &
asymmetrical plan v,"hich reflects the sharp angle of the corner ;
Features include a hi proof, asymmetrically plaoed channelled o
neys and a half-tixibered gable.

2~ Lanca:.-ter Street ( 188 3-84) e - o« o ¥

An ol d-fashioned design echoing theltalianate style with a;
cornice supported by brackets , bracketed vrindcv: caps and hea”
ornar.ent on thew ndow lintels.

17. ?6 Lancaster Street (1886 ) . b

This vernacular Queen Anne design by builder Harvey Taylor uses a
wr ap-around verandah t o emphasize the corner' looaticn of the h:-i;
Not abl e features include a circular bay, twin elliptical oriels a:
patterned shingles. The stable contains a Palladian motif i n

the gable which termnates i na diamond-shingled gablet pointing
to a small cupol a.

18. 24 Agassiz Street (1889 ) ' he'

M Sinmpson was thearchitect of this house with its gable-on-hit
and paired dormers. Characteristic Queen Anne features include
the rounded front porch with its attenuated spindle screen andth-
triple stained glass window on the facade. Wod shingles cut in
a variety of patterns further enliven the composition.

19. Edward L. Shaw House (1890 ), 30 Agassiz Street -

J.R and WP. Richards designed this Shingle-style house with som
what competing features, including a wide cylindrical corner towe:
viith concical roof balanced against a flat gambrel facade gable c:
taining a Palladian wi ndow. Shaw was a local furniture merchar.t.

“:Zi. ™. Staple tolnventory form at bottom . 1-V
- e . continued
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20.

21.

22.

2 3.

24.

;. Wnslow Sands House Cl 891", 32 Agassiz Street

*Wlliam Mooney was t hearchitect of this Queen Anne house of brick
and wood shingles, occupying a prom nent corner |ot, ]:.W Sands

was a prosperous local brick r.anufacturer, v.-hose fam |y had been'
involved i n brickmaking i nCamloridge for several generations. This
house i sone of four residences associated with theSands famlyi n
Cam bridge. @ne cf the handsomest features of the design i s the
bal cony resting on carved foliated bracket.?. An arched stained glass
stair wi ndow, anda round corner to' werwitn a polygonal roof vary
the Lancaster Street facade. The b-rick masonry i ssonmewhat flat,
lacking the texture expected cf a Queen .-.me building, buti tvrculc
hao"e been 'unusual for a brick r.anufacturer nott cusehis owmtrc:

53 Agassiz Street (.1890)

The random cobbl estone first floor, shingle clad second floor and
slate hip rcof define the ma3S cfthis interpretation cf t he Queen
Anne. Its picturesque as*Trnr.etry, medieval-inspired elements andhi;
varied jnxtapcsitionof textures andmaterials aretrader.arks of
the style. The tall cobblestone andbrich ohimey with panel brick
recesses and a decorative pressed bo'ick pane

handl ed. Architect Eugene Clark designed his housefc

Blackman, t he foreman of mllwork for theMason 5 Hamlin or-gan
factory who also served as City Al derman.

13 Lancaster Street Cc.|880)

An excellent exanple of a Queen Anne house enlivened by varied geo-
metric additions: turrets, cormers and gables. A wrap-around
porch with a spindle frieze has mastic ornament i nt hegable and

el aborate turned posts. A cupolaed stable stands i ntherear.

Chester Sawyer House (188 ), 27 Lancaster Street

This well-preserved house designed by architect Alfred Gould, i s
a textbook example of t heQueen Anne style i nplan, massing and

decorative detail. The deep arched porch with its shingled posts
and the cantilevered oriel wi ndow above areparticularly” notable.
William B. Hovey House (1887), 29 Lancaster Street

Chamberlin £ Wnidden were t hearchitects cf this comobdi ous Queen
Anne dwelling of boxy proportions i nwhich thegambrel roof

generously overhangs the nass of the house. [t vas theresidence o:
William B. Hovey, listed as a salesman i nthel887 City Directory.
continued "

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



IN*-ENTORY FOP'M CONTINUATION SHEET CCTimunity: Forr. h ::

VASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL OCHWISSION old Cambridge o
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Pr rty N SN AN AN N FLT
page 5 . operty Name

Indicate each item oninventory formwhich is being continued bel

25. Henry Yerxa House (1887), 37 Lancaster Street

This 1 sthefinest of Hart\-jell £ Richadson's residential conxis;i :ns
and an exceptionally skillful exanmple of the Shingle Style,
the best cn Avon Hill. The flowing shinglework incorporates all e
the elements into a single organic mass. The carriage house with
Its overhanging roof andcantilvered gables create a strong feeling
. of theQueen Anne style. This was t heresidence of Henry Yerxa.
«. a wholesale grocer 1 nBoston.

S 10 Arlington Street Cl1864-65)
e 12-14 Arlington Street (1864-65) -

A pair cf gable-roofed double houses. Number 8-IC has a hands
fully-width porch v/ith chambered posts and rope m.olding. h..,

23. 22 Arlington Street (1862-63)

This simple Ziansard house i si noriginal condition. Notable

features include therecessed dormeo's :-:ith mastio orna~.ent i n t.co
peii:.oe";t5, andthe holding projecting cornice supported by paired
brackets. The steep, straight-edged roof i ocOered with patterned

29. 24 Arlington-Street (1869-70; 189 8)

A center--gable Italianate house set far back from the street,

24 Arlington Street was built i n186 9 I n189 8, i t was purchased
by '.vellin.gtonFillmore, a well-kno;-:r. and successful Carrbiridge
builder, who immediately updated the house by adding a Coloni al
Revival porch and two bay windows t ot hefacade.

.l)

30. 26 Arlington Street (1869; 1886)
A subdued 1869 Mansard house with an overlay of Queen Anne element:,
including a tower andextremely wunusual gazebo-like corner porch.
The remodelling was done i n18 86 by t heowner, t heReverend Clark
' Moor .

31. Horace P. Blackman House (1876), 28 Arlington Street

A highly ornamented Mansard house with bay wi ndows carried up into

a pavilionroof, an elaborate porch, corner pilasterswith unusual
bul ging scroll capitals, anda flush-boarded facade scored t oresenop
ashlar. Bl ackman was a mi || foreman. The lavish use -of applied

wooden oranment and the excellent state of preservation make this
el egant Mansard house a significant exanple of the style.

continued I'
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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. 30 Arlington Street C1876)

Almost identical to 28 Arlington, this house has somiewhat simtler
detailing. The enclosed verandah is an 1890 addition.

33. Edwin A. L.-Jameson House (1872), 32 Arlington

A tall entrance tower and lacey fretwork in the steeply-pitched
T V gables distinguish this house from its neighbor; James on was
a Boston milliner.

34 36 Arlington Sreet (1872 )

"he central pavilion of this Mansard house has ;
the tower roof. The porch contains open strut ;
a loo.-, balustraded deck. Incised work and aptli?®
corna...ent thebuilding.

;te mo*cng m

-he 3 .-.rlington Street (1874)

A vernacul ar Mansard double house with f-j.ndane. n-

detail. Decorative interest is.provided by the .3 <eted o
peaked dormers, applied jigsaw ornament and com- of fjgshs oe
diamcnd slate pattern of theroof. The house v; hyj|t py >
Clark Moor, a Universalist minster, for rental @ terty,

36 42 Arlington Street (1871)

This vernacul ar Mansard house was occupred by ' . ar es boarcman
until 18 81 v.'hen he built a new house on .-.von H a

features include thebracketed cornice, segner." 1 dornmiers and fi: n-
scale Dattern of the slate roof.

Frank A Aldrich House (1899), 11 Arlington Street
Henry A Mears was t hearchitect of this resicenoe built for
Al drich, a Boston starch manufacturer. A el aborate Queen .Ane
example with a corner conical tower and wap-aro-u.nd porch, t he
dwelling has mastic ornament i ntheporch gable.

38 .Adol ph H Graustein House (1902), 19 Arlington Street

Nat han Douglas was t hearchitect of this house for Adol ph Grauste

a local mlk dealer. The large, square®hip roofed house has prcjectmg
eaves resting on exposed rafters. The remodelled center entrance

is flanked by full-height swell-front bays.

continued

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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39.

40.

42.

43

44,

33 .Arlington Street (1869-7G moved 1911)

This L-plan Italianate house with it sbalustraded piazza was the
hone of Johin Davis, who was responsible for much of the real
estate develcpment in the inooediate vicinity. The house originall;
stood facing Wal nut Avenue, and was noved and stuccoed in 1911.

87 Arlington Street (1875)

This elaborate Mansard cottage was the residence of Albert Kelsey,
a builder/contractor who served as supervisor of the construction
of the Massachusetts State House extension. The T-plan ho-use,

with a full-v.-idth balustraded terrace extendin% around the right
side, is domnated by a Mansard tower cvoi-med by fine iron cresting

and di amond-shaped dormers. The use of an elaborate tov;er cn a
one-stcry Mansard is unusual and this is one of the finest examples
of this variation in Cambridre .

lugene M ['iles riouse (I1Sc"). 3 '".valnut A venue

J. Merrill Brown was the architect of this elaborate QueenA-.r.e
house for Eugene Niles [isted inthe 189 3 City Directory as a
Brows!on deal er at Faneuil Hall Market. The unusual cylindrical,
al conied tower resembling a lighthouse form the center of focus
of the design which was published in American Architect and
Bui I ding News.

4 WAl nut Avenue (.1878-79)

A cupol aed, center-gable house in the Italianate style, 4 Walnut
-Avenue i s conservative in design for itslate date. Qut st andi ng
features are the porch with itspaired posts, elaborate brackets,
and spindle screen. The porch rests on a base of jigsaw-cut
screening.

Jacob Harris Niles House (1884-8 ), 6 V/alnut Avenue

The original ovmer of this house, Jacob H Niles, was one cf
three Niles brothers who ran a prosperous local pork-packing
business in Canbridge. Very much in itsoriginal state, this
shingl ed Queen Anne house is conplete with an octagonal ogee
tower, circular porch and stable with an elongated tower echoing
the tower form of the main house. .

Orrin E Sands House (1dll) 2 Wal nut Avenue o'

Ernest Boyden was the architect of this" Tudor Revival house of
brick with half-timbered dormers, a slate roof and |imestone
[intels and sills.

bqéAé\fé to anentory form at CRBHGKEd
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The Avon Hill National Register District includes properties on both
sides of Washington Avenue and Wl nut Avenue, both sides of the western
hal ves of Agassiz and Humbol dt Streets, andboth sides of Arlington
and Lancaster Streets from just south of Massachusetts .Avenue (see
Cambridge Community De\“elopment P. D Quad Mg 11) . Boundaries v.'ee
drav.-n t oinclude the sunmt of Avon Hill andthe structures typical
of itsdevelopment in the late nineteenth century.

-END-

Staplc to Inventory form at hottora
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7. Historical data. Explaia the historical/architectural importance of this area. Ao,

The Avon Hill National Register District i ssignificantfor
the high quality of its domestic architecture and for therange of
late nineteenth century styles represented i nthearea. The district
was devel oped and inhabited by wealthy menbers of t he emerging ner-
cantile class.

Avon Hill, earlier known as Jones Hill, was first settledi n
16 38. The | and remai ned an open agricultural area well into thenine- :
teenth century. Devel opment began i n 186 9 when five acres at the top
of thehill were sold t oHenry Melendy and Gilbert Dexter, a prosperous

shoe merchant and t he founder of t he Canbridge Tribune, respectively.
They built twin Mansard style houses and sold other [ots nearby.

Mel endy's house still stands at 81 Washington Avenue; t he Dexter
House was destroyed by fire i n 19 39.

Two periods of devel opment on Avon Hill areevident i nthecon-
trasting architectural character of upper and | ower Washi ngton Avenue.
Mansard houses |ine upper Washington Avenue and Arlington Street, while ¢
a variety of later Victorian structures dom nates | ower Washington
Avenue and Lancaster Street. The second stage of devel opment on Avon A
Hill brought an i Q*sion 'df" new wealth typified*. "y large houses i n
spaci ous setting"", 'The social and financial independence of their*"' >
self-made owners'f'romt heestablished Ol d Canbridge fé&mlife's was AaM'" v
fested i ntheir decision tobuild mansions that departed from Bratrtl"jiS
Street tradition both geographically and stylistically. Four of the
seven houses i nthis part of thedistrict were designed by t he proinijhiaeiit
architectural firip of Hartwel” &Richardson.

The Avon Hill Nation*! Register District includes these tw
di stinct residential devel opnents fromthe early 1870s and | atel VWH Sps.
Unusual Iy wel | -pr~*erved exanples of a range of |late nineteenth century
donmestic architectural styles on anple lots create a park-1like setting
containing a cross-section of Canbridge's best late Victorian an® Mansard
architecture. zz"n

1. 27 Washington Avenue (1908) LVE ee R R LM -

This Tudor Revival house, with its steeply pitched slate roof and
half-timbered gable*'* was designed by Kendall, Taylor £ Company for_
8. Bibliography aad/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,(continue
early maps, etc.

3/73
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Laura Brown, the widow of a prosperous iron manufacturer. | nspite of
its late date, its massing andattention t odetail make this house

compatible with its neighbors.
2. Janes Mellen House (1887), 33 Washington Avenue

Janmes Mellen, partner i nandheir tothesuccessful Curtis, Davis Soap
manufacturing firm comm ssioned the well-known Boston architects
sHartwell ~Richardsont odesign this spacious Shingle Style house. The
assymetrical facade, featuring atall projecting gable, a cylindrical
., corner bay and an open, shingled porch, i scharacteristic of this firms

work, as i sthevariety of shingled bays, oriels, brackets andgables

;y used throughout t hebuilding. Mellen was typical of the prosperous
Cambri dge businessmen who built stylish new houses and settled on *
Washi ngton Avenue i nthe |late 1880s.

%" " Stillman F. Kelley House (1887), 149 Washi ngton Avenue

nhe of the nost imposing Queen Anne style houses on Avon Hill, 49 Wash-
. ington Avenue conmbines Colonial Revival details with characteristic

Queen Anne irregular massing and a profusion of towers, gables, porches,
o and el aborate stained glass wi ndows. Stillman Kelley was a sel f-made

sugar and nmol asses importer who lived on Penmberton Street until the
| ate 1880s when hi s business boomed and he comm ssioned Hartwell £
Ri chardson t odesign this impressive house i na nore fashionable
nei ghborhood. .

4. 11 Hillside Avenue (1887)

; Local architects Joseph andW lliam Richards designed this Queen Anne
style house for Boston printer Samuel Usher. Characteristic of the
« N style arethe wrap-around verandah and serpentine shingle patterni n
" thegable, as well as t hevariety i nwindow size andplacement.

5 63 Washington Avenue (187 3)

Gardiner Mansfield, a Boston businessman, owned this Mansard house. A
pavilion effect i screated by a box oriel andprojecting dormer above
the enclosed entrance vestibule. Prom nent gabled dormers feature
jigsaw trim and engaged colonnettes.

6. 71 Washington Avenue (187 7) ,
&M
This simple two-story Mansard dwelling was t heresidence of Charles G
Green, a Boston businessman. A bracketed entrance portico i soff-set
to theright, andthe front slope of the slate roof i s broken by a
single dormer with a peaked Iintel. Ny

' > (continued) .

Staple to Inventory form at bottom *
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1.

10

11.

12.

Henry J. Melendy House CI8 71), 81 Washington Aventie
* — = . —. — - an

This splendid three-bay Mansard hoxise with a central entry

pavilion andelaborately ornamented cupola crowns the high-

est point of Avon Hill. Buiilt for Henry J. Mel endy, a wealthy

shoe merchant and one of the twoearliest developers of Avon Hill,

81 Washington Avenue was originally oneof a pair of identica

Mansards at the top of the hill. Unusual for itslavishuse

of applied wooden ornament throughout, the house also features

flush boarding scored toimtate ashlar masonry anda roof of fish-

scale patterned slate.

26 Washi ngton Avenue (1889)

The nost Colonial of Hartwell £ Richardson's Washington Avenue

houses, 26 Washington Avenue was bxiilt for David Ritchie, a,.
manufacturer of metal piping. 1 nspite of itsbasically

Colonial Revival feeling, the house integrates a n-unber. of'earlier
Queen Anne features, a stylistic trend first seen in their workat

49 Washington Avenue. The carriage house also successfully
conbi nes feaf-ures of the two styles.

58 Washi ngton Avenue (1880) +-, ¢ , oo . : -

This Italianate residence with a low hip roof andbracketed cornice
was the home of Charles Boardman, his second house on Avon Hill

Its unusual form consists of a box bay (probably the origina
entrance) flanked by hexagonal bays. Ornamental detail is simple.

-7 8 Washi ngton Avenue (1874-77) "5, . - '

Morris Boynton comm ssioned this three-bay Mansard cottage with a
central entry tower andfull-width balustraded terrace. The
segmental -arched portico has paired square colums on panel ed bases
and paired brackets.

86- 88 Washi ngton Avenue (1870) W

Al bert Kelsey was the builder of this unusually conplex two-story
Mansard house. An L-shaped porch interlockswith the L-plan

of the house. Broad corner boards have been rusticatedt orepre-
sent quoins. A brick stable at the rear reflects the design of
the house, with a slate Mansard roof andbracketed wood dormers.

92 Washi ngton Avenue (1876). '

A steep, straight-edged roof with a bold cornice supported by paired
brackets crowns this |ate exanple of the Mansard s'tyle. The place-
ment of the entrance andpolygonal facade bay express on the exterior
the side-hall”lan_of the interior,

itaple t olnventory form at bott g,
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13. Elizabeth Hutchins House (1924), 108 Washi ngton Avenue

Kendall, Tay | or £ Conpany were thearchitects of this brick
"Banker's Tudor" house, something of an anomaly i nt he neighborhood.

14. 16 Lancaster Street (1892). " A

This unusually Iarge Queen Anne house designed by architect HS
Sinpson i s capped by a gambrel roof which accomodates al most a full
third story and attic. The 189 0s fondness for diamond patterns

. I sreflected i nthew ndows and shingles. : ..

15. 18 Lancaster Street (1885-86)

A large central living hall i sthrust diagonally into thecore of
this Queen Anne house, resulting i nan usualy corner entrance and
asymmetrical plan which reflects thesharp angle of the corner Ilot.
Features include a hi proof, asymmetrically placed channelled chim
neys and a half-timbered gable.

16. 24 Lancaster Street-(1883-84)

An ol d-fashioneddesign echoing theltalianate style with a broad
cornice supported by brackets, bracketed wi ndow caps and heavy cast
ornament on t hew ndow lintels.

17. 36 Lancaster Street (1886) . e fL"

>

This vernacul ar Queen Anne design by builder Harvey Tayl or uses a
wrap-around verandah t o enphasize the corner location of the house.
Not abl e features include a circular bay, twin elliptical oriels and
patterned shingles. The stable contains a Palladian motif i n

the gable which term nates i na diamond-shingled gablet pointing

to a small cupola.

18. 24 Agassiz Street (1889) ' . o !

M Sinpson was t hearchitect of this house with it sgable-on-hip roof
and paired dormers. Characteristic Queen Anne features include

the rounded front porch with itsattenuated spindle screen andthe
triple stained glass window on the facade. Wod shingles cut i n

a variety of patterns further enliven thecomposition.

19. Edward L. Shaw House (1890), 30 Agassiz Street

J.R and WP. Richards designed this Shingle-style house with some-
what competing features, including a wide cylindrical corner tower
with concical roof balanced against a flat gambrel facade gable con-
taining a Palladian window. Shawwas a local furniture merchant.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom .
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200 M Wns],ow Sands House (:1891> 32 Agassiz Street
W lliam Mooney was t hearchitect of this Queen Anne house of brick
and wood shingles, occupying a prom nent corner lot. MW  Sands

was a prosperous local brick manufacturer, whose famly had been

involved i nbrickmaking i nCanbridge for several generations. This

house i sone of four residences associatedwith the Sands famly i n

Canbridge. e of t he handsomest features of the design i s the

bal cony resting on carved foliated bracketJE>. An arched stained glass
e+ stair window, and a round corner tower with a piLygonal roof vary

, the Lancaster Street facade. The brick masonry i s sonewhat fiat,

lacking thetexture expected of a Queen Anne building, but i t would

have been unusual for a brick xaanufacturer not t o use hi sown products.

21, 33 Agassiz Street C1890) o A

The random cobbl estone first floor, shingle clad second floor and
slate hi proof define themass of this interpretation of the Queen
Anne. | tspicturesque asymmetry, medi eval -inspiredelements and highly
varied juxtaposition of teiitures and materials are trademarks of

the style. The tall cobblestone and brick chimey with panel brick
recesses and a decorative pressed brick panel i sparticularly well-
handl ed. Architect Eugene Clark designed his house for Horace

Bl ackman, t heforeman of ml|lwork for the Mason £ Hamin organ

factory who also served as City Alderman.

22. 13 Lancaster Street Cc.l880) "

An excellent exanmple of a Queen Anne house enlivened by varied geo-

metric additions: turrets, dormers and gables. A wrap-around

porch with a spindle frieze has mastic ornament i nthe gable and
-' el aborate turned posts. A cupolaed stable stands i nthe rear.

23." Chester Sawyer House (1886), 27 Lancaster Street

This well-preservedhouse designed by architect Alfred Gould, i s
a textbook exanple of t he Queen Anne style i nplan, massing and

decorative detail. The deep arched porch with it sshingled posts
and thecantilevered oriel wi ndow above areparticularly notable.

24, Wi lliam B. Hovey House (1887), 29 Lancaster Street

Chamberlin £ Whidden were thearchitects of this conmpdi ous Queen
Anne dwelling of boxy proportions i nwhich the gambrel roof

generously overhangs thenmass of thehouse. | twas theresidence of
William B. Hovey, listed as a salesman i nthe 1887 City Directory.
- continued
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25.

26-
27.

28.

29 .

30.

31.

Henry- Yerxa House (1887), 37 Lancaster Street >

This i sthefinest of Hartwell £ Richadson's residential comm ssions
and an exceptionally skillful example of the Shingle Style,

the best on Avon Hill. The flowing shinglework incorporates al l

the elements into a single organic mass. The carriage house with
its overhanging roof and cantilvered gables create a strong feeling
of the Queen Anne style. This was theresidence of Henry Yerxa,

a whol esale grocer i n Boston.

8-10 Arlington Street (1864-65) . . K
12-14 Arlington Street (1864-65)

A pair of gable-roofed double houses. Nunber 8-10 has a handsone
fully-width porch, with chambered posts and rope mol ding.

22 Arlington Street (1862-63)

This simple Mansard house i si noriginal condition. Notable !

feat-ures include therecessed dormers with mastic ornament i n the!
pedi ments, and t heholding projecting cornice supported by paired

brlackets. The steep, straight-edged roof i sccjered with patterned
slate.

24 Arlington-Street (1869-70; 189 8)

A center-'gable Italianate house set far back fromthe street,

24 Arlington Street was built i n1869. 1n189 8 i twas purchased
by Wellington Fillmore, a well-known and successful Canbridge
builder, who immediately updated t he house by adding a Colonial
Revival porch and two bay windows t othe facade.

26 Arlington Street (1869; 1886)

A subdued 1869 Mansard house with an overlay of Queen Anne el ements,
including a tower and extremely wunusual gazebo-like comer porch.
The remodelling was done i n18 8 by the owner, t he Reverend Clark
Moor .

Horace P. Bl ackman House (1876), 28 Arlington Street R S

A highly ornamented Mansard house with bay windows carried up into

a pavilionroof, an elaborate porch, corner pilasterswith unusual
bul ging scroll capitals, and a flush-boarded facade scored t o resenble
ashlar. Blackman was a mill foreman. The |avish use of applied
wooden oranment and t heexcellent state of preservation nake this

el egant Mansard house a significant example of the style.

continued
Staple to Inventory form at bottom A,
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32. 30 Arlington Street (1876)

" Almost identical to28 Arlington, this house has somewhat simpler
detailing. The enclosed verandah i san 1890 addition.

33. -Edwin A. L.Jameson House (1872), 32 Arlington Street

A tall entrance tower and |lacey fretwork i nt he steeply-pitched
gables distinguish this house fromits neighbors. Jameson was

a Boston milliner
34. 36 Arlington Street (1872 ) ' L. .
The central pavilion of this Mansard house has rope moldingi n
the tower roof. The porch contains open strut arches and supports
a |ow, balustraded deck. Incised work and applied detail further
ornament the building.
! ! | . e s - ! \4. .o <" n !
3% . 38-40 Arlington Street (1874) ! '
a , |
A vernacul ar Mansard double house with fundamentally Italianate
detail. Decorative interest is. provided by the bracketed lintels,
peaked dormers, applied jigsaw ornament and conbined fishscal e and-
di amond sl ate pattern of the roof. The house was built by Reverend

Clark Moor, a Universalist miniter, for rental property.

% . 42 Arlington Street (1871) b

This vernacul ar Mansard house was occupred by Charles Boardman
until 18 81 when he built a new house on Avon Hill. Not ewort hy
features include the bracketed cornice, segmental dormers and fish-
scale pattern of the slate roof.

37. Frank A. Aldrich House (1899), 11 Arlington Street

Henry A Mears was t hearchitect of this residence built for

Al drich, a Boston starch manufacturer. An elaborate Queen Anne
exanmple with a corner conical tower andwrap-around porch, t he
dwelling has mastic ornament i nt heporch gable.

38. Adol ph H Graustein House (1902), 19 Arlington Street
.. . Nathan Douglas was t hearchitect of this house for Adol ph Graustein,
« alocal mlk dealer. The large, square®hip roofed house has projecting

t eaves resting on exposed rafters. The remodelled center entrance
is flanked by full-height swell-front bays.

continued - .
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39 .

41.

44,

33 Arlington Street (1869-70; noved 1911) *

This L-plan Italianate house with it sbalustraded piazza was the
honme of John Davis, who was responsible for nuch of the real

estate development in the iiranediate vicinity. The house originally
stood facing Wal nut Avenue, and was mnoved and stuccoed in 1911.

37 Arlington Street (1875)

This elaborate Mansard cottage was the residence of Albert Kelsey,
a builder/contractor who served as supervisor of the construction
of the Massachusetts State House extension. The T-plan house,

with a full-width balustraded terrace extending around the right
side, is domnated by a Mansard tower crowned by fine iron cresting
and di amond- shaped dormers. The use of an elaborate tower on a
one-story Mansard is -unusual and this ia one of the finest exanples
of this variation in Cambridge.

Eugene M Niles House (1887), 9 Wal nut Avenue

J. Merrill Brown was the architect of this elaborate Queen Anne
house for Eugene Niles listed inthe 189 3 City Directory as a
provision dealer at Faneuil Hall Market. The unusual cylindrical,
bal conied tower resembling a lighthouse form the center of focus
of the design which was published in American Arohitect and . =« ..
Bui l di ng News.

4 Wal nut Avenue (.1878-79) :
A cupol aed, center-gable house in the Italianate style, 4 Walnut

Avenue i s conservative in design for itslate date. Out standi ng
features are the porch with itspaired posts, elaborate brackets,

.and spindle screen. The porch rests on a base of jigsaw-cut

screening.
Jacob Harris Niles House C1884-86), 6 Wal nut Avenue

The original owner of this house, Jacob H Niles, was one of
three Niles brothers who ran a prosperous local pork-packing n

"business in Canbridge. Very much in itsoriginal state, this

shingled Queen Anne house is conplete with an octagonal ogee
tower, circular porch and stable with an elongated tower echoing
the tower form of the main house. <

Orrin E Sands House (1911) 2 Wal nut Avenue

Ernest Boyden was the architect of this" Tudor Revival house of
brick with half-timbered dormers, a slate roof and |imestone
lintels and sills.
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The Avon Hill National Register District includes properties on both

sides of Washington Avenue and \Wal nut Avenue, both sides of the western
hal ves of Agassiz and Hunbol dt Streets, and both sides of Arlington

and Lancaster Streets from just south of Massachusetts Avenue(see
Canbridge Community Devel opnent P. O Quad Map 11). Boundaries were
drawn t oinclude thesunmt of Avon Hill andthe structures typical

of itsdevelopnent in the late nineteenth century.
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. This district i s conposed entirely of residential structures
built forthe nost part from 1870 t 01900. There areno comrercial,
industrial, or multifamly residential structures, altJiough sonme of

the larger houses have been divided into apartments or condom ni ums.
There areno intrusions i n this district,

Avon Hil | possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials and workmanship. As oneof the finest late 19th century
residential neighborhoodsi n thecity, it mets criterion Cof the
National Register of Historic Places.

oo o -
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