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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tekell Fouce ilg 2 striking, Georgian ctyle, central-chimney hicuse,

with a2 vitchad roo located a quartCﬁ rile north of oute 138, just

cast of Levent, a s.cticn of Lisben. It is deted 1702 in 2 yanel cet

in the chinmney. < strylishly and ,leéantlv detailed, the houce
follows the tradition ertral-chimmey floor rlen. The I'aswell Hource,
frorincntly cet or a behincé 2 “rosced r{blbg vall top:ed with white
“ickets, focee south at 2 bend ir ..oss T'*ill iozd. The m11‘“ﬂornﬁinfP aren
is soarcely ~et'led, cnersely v oded 1snd, once rrinarily fwrulr\u, no

lonser Tfarrsd. In 1267, ~rern the precent cuneorn ~urckracaod "t the houce

wos carefulls =nd lovinsly rectornd. At that tine,
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Yo the rear of the 2-gtory clabcard.d ;ain rouse it g 1-and-a-z-gtory
1%%h-ceontury ell, once 2 free-ctondl This 1oy either heve boen
built or roic onto the gite cs a ten rosidence for lrlCrew Clark,
tlie orl tinel owrer, circe the deed moka: i to tuildirn-s on
the site. T.0 rouLs wide L ith a Lerbr”l -chiiney end pitched roof, the
ell T&t&lhi *t' »*t ance with o B-11 1t tl% o0 it no loncer
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sedlr house 5 1:;le ?ﬁllt;_n, to the eide and rezer of <The wnain
rouse, is leond: uno o+rus~‘c ar.¢ conpetible. Do facilitate
reztor=tion, the a zrhoce lsliend house for ”‘"r‘“”.
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with o T nlit dcor =nd “‘conﬁ—“tory relladian wirg The pavilion,
flan¥cd by rcivrental vnilecters, congists of a 2- orJ unit of flush
boerding set zgeingt the ¢l L toarded house. The p1n11t door is flankec
by tvo, s:all, narrow, orched windows, one pane wide; in the ralladian
window 2bove, the vialler flernving windows ars o»lgo arched, an urnusual,
but not rare,feoture. ALl the archen zre set with xclded keystones.
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the end gable overhang., ‘“here the pi
cornice is ornamented with gilded ros
12-over-12 sash. 7The chiney, not as m-esive as an early 1&8th-century
chimney, 1is set Just forward of the ridge and sinmply corbelled. The
found~ticne of the house are dressed fieldstone. The double-leanved
front door with tombstone panels does not anpear to be original to the
house.

ste.'s join the cornice, the
tec, The vindows are set with

T

The interior of the Haskell House retains nuch of its origirnal detail-
ing, rost of it quite fine. The porch is cleanly firished with raicsed
ranel wainscotting. The balusters of the stairwell are sirnle,sauare,
cherry posts and the treacds are ormiiented with moldings znd a scroll
bracket. The parlor on the right (east) side is elegantly finished with
sorme fine woodwork. Thoush the mantel is =2 simple dentilled rolding,
the rosts and cornice =re richly treated. The posts ars cased with
Tluted columns topped vith Tonic capitals with ege and dart ~nd astra-
gal rmoldings. A wide rmolded cornice surrounds the room snd is squoarsé
into the roow at the cornersz. The chair rail and baseboards are also
rolded. During restoration, evidence of stencilled plastoruork was
found, but, due to the richress of the woodvory, the stoencils were

not restored. Stencils of the work were given to the Lisbon Fistorical
wociety.

The opprosite room is less cinborately detailed but nonetheless carefully
finished with a sivply panelled fireplace wall, wainscotsings, and casad
i o A ’ [

i
posts. In this room, as elsevhere in the hcuse, the chair rail serves
as a runner for incide shutters, whickh have been stored and =re not

now in place. The kitchen of the 1728 main house was once divided by

a rartition and staircase, but,in 1967, these were renoved. The wide
firceplace in the kitchen is surrounded by period vanelling, which care
fror the Rhode Islsnd house. In this roor, the original panelled inside
shutters have been retrined and cownplement the wainscotting below. A
12th-century bay winlew was reunoved from the east end of tlis roor and
replaced with 2 single 12-over-12 window. At ths west end, a2 snell
room nas veen converted to a2 bathroom; next t- tris roor is a side

door with 6 parels an 5-light {ranson.

o

Urstairs, the laft (west) front charber has beaded cased flared rocts
and panelled wainscot vith a molded rail. The fireplace is flanked by
a 1]

v
cupboards anc the rantel is ornamented with dentils and a frieze with
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Z=-part grooves, "C%”'blln& triglyphs and metope. The lorrv kitche
chzaber acrOS° the rear is nalnscotted and has cased posts. The two

srmall rooms at either end of the c¢ '0‘1 have been converts=d to bath-
roomw. The front richt (eost) chklb€ o8 a le»l? fireplnce with cup-
boerds and a molded rantel. The pobtu, ylate and sirt are cased and
rolcded.,

The attic, reached from a staircase in the kitchen chamber, is spacious
and 1it by two windows nt each end. The roof is frared with collar
bears. The original floorboards were removed to be uced dowrstoirs

in the house.

The ell to the rear of the 1728 house also undervent restoration in
1267. The hall, dorinated by a large firevlace with a bee-hive oven,
retaine ite early aryearance. The east wall is wainscotted with hori-
zontol beaded panelling.  DTuring rest oratlk an old 3-panel door wac
uncovered in this wall 2nd it was rectored ukln periné herdwere and
hendhewn nails on lesther b?cking. An enclosed sta virvay leads to the
attic nlong the south wall; in the stairvell, the flared corner post

iz exyrosed. The w,st well %uo a chair reil to support inside sliding
cshutters. The noste are flarced and caced. The roor to the left of the

rorch was divided in the 1Cth.ce ntury to be used ac o buttery; it
retains ite chelving. In 1?67, a 12-over-12 windcw in the east wall
was covered over vhen the additicn of the ltitcren wing was rmade along
that wall.

v

Upstaire, the attic of the ell was refinished Uith several srall rooms
in 1267, but tre rougn posts anc bears rerain exp cosed. There is 2
brick rmo”e oven in the chirney, which may h&vg bocn added in 1708

when the rmain house wes built. The foundetion ir this cection is rough
fieldat Ur, ag 1t the chinney foundation. In 1267, the chirney w-g re-
vointed ond gone w«ille were reploced. In 2d¢ition, support hears and
colurns verc ad ed throuchout the collars of botk rouge ~nd ell, vhich
are copen and contisucus. Alco in 1267, the carle and Tacede rosettes
were re—gilded.
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“ully In 1798, the Tarlell Tousc il tranciticon fron the
1 s 10%h contury, lte conires v fleocr _lan recalling the
¢ Cfh-cornbury ro-idontisl tyve abile ite copristoented detoil-
i the ) ctyle's fascinnticn with curfeace crbellish-
OuSBG icul rly significart for i L1ty and
v of it 2ilinz, =vid.ont in its « nl bay
int: in the gngO it is esacd Loume in
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~izbon, rivaelled

the areq,

he o el ovner, ancrew Clarx, purchzsed the land in 1752 frow
ligha (orgen for =1072. Thk= i%rCGW ircluded, 183 acres of 1land, with

0 enti o any buildin: arl & Lrereon, Clark, who went to the

legislaeture in 1v;u as a 5 revrewintative, accuwuvleted a sizeakble
fortune for the tire, lcuvwng an estate of $2%,102.67 wien he died in
163] fis inventory, T pages long, indicates he was o farmer, as it
inc

iudes 485 acres of additioral for.land, but, the wany noteg for
which he held sugg '“ft 1“is ﬁﬁmeUOfc reparéed hir alrost

2 banker. 1i¢ hous :cte reflcet his *mm”h vith nany cherry

and mahozany uiec;w oF furnltbre tisted. e mlso owncd a "Erass Vheeled
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Clocii and .atogany Cese", valuesd as 252.00, higher than any other cgirrle
item listed. Apparsntly, he and Tis wife, .llzabnth rartrﬂd”e Wore
chilcless, ag, on her dooth, in 1858, lru. Ulark 1left the "”wﬂr whiore

I now resids, vith t o ﬁwllﬂllug Lzreon," to her S‘Qtﬁr 'olWJ rartricce
Jershell {someti el anc bro*hef~in—law Goorze L. PYersiell. -
Herskell vas o 1ﬂoL’pc 1wt ocitiven, servine, in 1861, as a Lishon
gelectian, snd, in 1862, as a revrecentative to t“, legizlature. Their
nowe, clternstely srelled faskell, now identifiss the Kcusc. Both the
Clerks and Zevelells ar. buried nndwbv at a2 coretery just scuth of

tre house cn .ose 7111 lsad.

the panel in ths chirncy ﬂctiLg the houre ie.iler o one in
the 1795 David Tale Icuse in the cernter of 2le, brother of
a4 Ty

l'ethan © Jal Church. )

lale, was a rinicstir of the Nevent
o ey may hove been conotructer b the afterien, the
creater sopkistocation of the Taskell Iouse su that tre huilder
way kave been a highly skilled itinersnt joiner. The comparable quality
of both intorior nd eriterigr ﬂﬁu iling indicates that tho sare
builder ¢id =11 the wor at +the Jaolell Touse.,
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In ~eneral, the panelling of the Haeskell Touse is of a high, but
predlcu1u;c, stendard, however, th? quality of the woodwork in the
parlor is outntanﬂjnr. The casing of the posts with fluted Ioric
columns deronstr-tes an unusual concern for the decorative impression
of the room. Vhile, by that date, the casing of the rosts was standard,
usunlly, the cacsinrsnevertheless clearly express both the forrm and the

function of ths hvaus below. The *qsk4ll Touse parlor peost cnhsincs
disguise thegce Tunctional =lcnents, making instend a decorative state-

neht.

The cxterior detailing and the trectrent of the ravilion show a
cimilar sophistication and decorstive concern. The builder cdemonsirated
ris gensitivity to the visuval impact of the elaborate fenestration
by setting the comrplex erntrance and ralladian vindow against a neutral
bac;;rouna of flush boerdirng. Thus, the observer nerceives the pavilion
as a unit applied to the facade and can appreciate the repetition of
the I1alladian motif at the dcorway. At the same tire, he is not
distracted bythe horizontallines of the clapboard. The flat pilasteors
and pediment further unite the bay as a decorative element. This demon-
Otrate‘ a sophisticated proficiency for orbOL*ihhrcnt, unusual in a

ral cormurltj an¢ corvletely lacking in the design of the house it-
b@lf, which follows a flour plan by then (1722) so well established as
to be & cliche.

1. Volure 1, page 10%Z, Lisbon _and lecorcse
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