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kell House is a striking, Georgian style, central-chimney house, 
with a. pitched roof, located a quarter reile north of Aoute 1*8, just 
oast of kewerit, a section of Lisbon. It is dsted 1 7T3 in a panel set 
in the chinney. Though stylishly and. .legantly detailed, the house 
follows the traditional central-chimney floor elan. The kaskell House, 
prominently set on a hill behind a Pressed granite wall topped with wpiite 
"ickets, f^,ces south at a "bend in .'.loss TTill Aoad. The surrounding area 
is sparsely settled, sparsely w- oded lend, once primarily farmland, no 
longer farmed. In 1 "67, vhen'the- presort centre purchased it, the house 
was carefully anc: lovingly restores. At that ti:..e, several i/ine;s i^ere 
added.

To the rear of the 2-£ 
1sth-century ell, onec a free-stending house. This :;:ay either have been 
built or mo^md ento the site a.s a tempor-ry residence for Andrew Clark, 
the original owner, since the det;d rusks.s no reference to buildings on 
the site. T,,o rooms wide vith a central-chimney anc pitched roof, the 
ell retains its entrance vsith e 5-li "let trameos;, though it no lonrer

O~!"l ' V1 O ~y* O '" '
'^•-L-J-J Oilx '^C:

 '' ' kj U-L Ul>^ U lyl-J- C.j-L- .....I,. U  . . J. U_'.---X-

t not to damage the integrity 
mail; he use me ell. 
house, is landscaped to be unobtrusive -wed compatible. To facilitate 
restoration, the owners purchased a -Jsode Island house for "parts".

;ne structural met-,,rial from that hoi.se, also 1 Gth c^-ntury, "^.'ent 
construction of the showroom; when material was used, in the main

'ill b^ detailed.'However, almost all of the hardware from 
tne Ahode Island house went into the main house.

The facade of the main house is domitted, by an elegant pavilion 
with a ik.iilit door -mnd second-story i alias ian window. The pavilion, 
flanked by riOiiuwwntal pilasters, consists of a 2-seory unit of flush 
boarding set against the cl- a.boarded house. The fanlit door is flanked, 
by two, small, narrow, arched windows, one pane wide; in the P^lladian 
window above, the smaller flanking windov/s are also arched, an unusual, 
but not rare,feature. All the arches are set with molded keystones. 
A molding running the width of the central panel delineates the top of 
the doorway. The cestrrl panel then curves inws.rd at the second floor 
where another brord moiling terminates the curve. A shallou pediment 
topping the bay is dentilled end. set with a gilded spread eagle.

The corners are all set with monumer't'3A pilasters with koric' capitals. 
A cornice molding with mutules and beading circles the house and marks
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the end gable overhang. !,,: here the pilasters join the cornice, the 
cornice is ornamented with gilded, rosettes. The windows are set with 
12-over-12 sash. The chimney, not as nrssive as an early 18th-century 
chimney, is set just forward of the ridge and simply corbelled. The 
foundations of the house are dressed field.stone. The double-leaved 
front door with tombstone panels does riot appear to be original to the 
house.

interior of the Haskell House retains nuch of its original detail- 
;, r-ost of it quite fine. The porch is cleanly finished, with raised
_~1 __ _ * _ ̂  _ -^ _ _1_ J_ _i . _ __ rP 1 _ _ 1 _ _ "1 _ _ _. _J_ _ _ _ _. _ _£> _L 1 _ _ __1__"_____~1*1 __ _ • ~i

cherry 
bracket 
some fine 
the osts

The 
ing
panel wainscotting. The balusters of the stairwell are simple > square , 

posts and. the treads are ornamented with moldings and a scroll 
The parlor on the right (east) sice is elegantly finished with 
woodwork. Though the mantel is a simple d entitled molding, 
and cornice are richly treated. The posts are cased with 

fluted columns topped with Ionic capitals with egg and dart and astra­ 
gal moldings. A wide nold^d cornice surrounds the room and is squared 
into the room at the corners. The chair rail and baseboards are also 
molded. During restoration, evidence of stencilled plasterwork was 
found, but, due to the richness of the woodwork, the stencils were 
not restored. Stencils of the work were given to the Lisbon 
3ociety.

torical

elaborately detailed but nonetheless carefully 
ijj.,y panelled fireplace wall, wainscotting, and. cased

The opposite room is less
finished with a simpl
posts. In this room, as elsewhere in the house, the chair rail
as a runner for inside shutters which have been stored and are

serves 
not

bynow in place. The kitchen of the 1 79S main house was once divided 
a partition and staircase, but , in 1967, these were removed. The wide 
fireplace in the kitchen is surrounded by period panelling, which came 
from the Rhode Island house. In this room, the original panelled inside 
shutters have been retained and complement the wainscotting 
11th-century bay window was removed from the east end. of tl 
replaced with a single 1 2-over-1 2 window. At the west end, 
room has been converted, to a bathroom; next t-" this room is 
door with 6 panels and a 5-light transom.

Upstairs, the left (west) front chamber has beaded cased flared T.osts 
and panelled wainscot with a molded rail. The fireplace is flanked by 
cupboards and. the mantel is ornamented with dentils and a frieze with
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3-part grooves, resembling triglyphs and. metope. The long kitchen 
chamber across the rear is wainscotted and has cased posts* The two 
small rooms at either end of the chamber have been converted to bath­ 
rooms . The front right (east) chamber has a simple fireplace with cup­ 
boards and. a molded mantel. The posts, plate and girt are cased and. 
molded.

The attic, reached from a staircase in the kitchen chamber, is spacious 
and lit by two windows at each end. The roof is framed with collar 
beams. The original floorboards were removed to be used, dowrstairs 
in the house.

The ell to the rear of the 1798 house also underwent restoration in 
1967. The hall, dominated by a large fireplace with a bee-hive oven, 
retains its early appearance. The east wall is wainscotted with hori­ 
zontal beaded, panelling. During restoration, an old 3-pancl door was 
uncovered in this wall and it was restored using period hardware and 
hsndhewn nail" on leather broking. An enclosed stairway leads to the 
attic along the south wall; in the stairwell, the flared corner port 

""e w^st wall has a chair rail to support inside slidingis expo sec. 
shutters, 
porch w

The posts arc flared and cased. 
divided in the 19th-centur to be

The room to the left of the 
used an a buttery; it

retains its shelving. In 1967* a 12-ovcr-12 wirdrw in the ea.st wall 
was covered over when the addition of the kitcren wing was rade 
that wall.

Upstairs, the attic of the ell was refinished with several small
in 1967, but the rough posts 
brick smoke oven in the chir 
when the main house was buil 
fieldstone, as is the chimne 
pointed "nd some Billc were 
columns were ad'ed. throu.^hou 
are open and contiguous. Al 
were re-^ilded.

rooms
and. beams remain exposed. There is a 

, which may have been added in 1706 
The foundation in this section is rough 

y foundation. In 1967, the chimney w-s re- 
-eplaced. In addition, support beams and 
t the cellars of both houc?e ";nd ell, which 
no in 1967* the eagle and facade rosettes
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Luilt in 1798, the Haekell Hoas. 
1Bth to the 19th century, its c< 
dominant 1eth-century rc-irenti-

.. erit. The house is particularly significant for the high qurlity and 
crafteaare-- v ip of its detailing, evident in i+ « r. + -r--i- ^

-.1 !.;e while
slw^l C' ' r~~ "Pe c" r-i r -"i i ~i ^-n i-r-i "f-1-, '-•UT»f P np
>-^ U » _I_ ^- k.^ J_ C „ ^ *_- J_I- -I U J- V./J.1 VJ J. 0 Li >^, l-A-^. J_ i. i,OO

in  i i fin-: .n

i'he original owner, Andrew Clark, purchased the land in 1792 from 
hlioha ..organ for ±=1079. fJ?h« parcel includcd 1 183 acres of land, with 
no i.:enti.;n of any "buildings standing thereon. Clark, who went to the 
legislature in 1624 ac a Lisbon representative, accumulated a sizeable 
fortune for the tine, leaving an estate of ^23,109.67 \vhen he died in 
1831. His inventory, 5 pages long, indicates he was a. farmer, as it 
includes ^85 acres of additional farmland, "but, the ;eany notes for 
loans which he held suggest 'hat his neighbors rearded: heue alaost

household effects reflect his wealth, with aariy cherry 
and mahogany pieces of furniture listed. He also owned a "Brass*' '..'heeled 
Clock and ...ahog^ny Case", valued at C^.OC, higher than any other single 
item listed. Apparently, he and his wife, .lizabeth Partridge, were 
childless, as, on her death, in 1858, I-.ra . Clark left the "f^rir. where 
i now reside, with t" e buildings thereon," to her sister, Tolly ia 
Herskell (sometimes ::?j=?kell) , and brother-in-law, C-eorge L. wersjie 
herskell was a fairly prominent citizen, serving, in 1361, as a Li 
selectman, and, in 1862, as a representative to the legislature. 
na^e, alternately spelled Kaskell, now identifies th^ house. Toth 
Claris and Herskells arc buried nearby at a cemetery just south of 
the house on .:voss Hill head.

son 
Their

The panel in the chirncy da,ting the hour: e "1798" is slailar to one in 
tne 17^5 lavid Tale House in the center of Hewent. (Hale, brother o^ 
Tathan Hale, was a rir.ie.tcr of the Hewent Congregational Church.)

the siuan, the
greater sophietocation ef the Haskell House su.-e:ests that t>e builder 
-ay have been a highly skilled itinerant joiner; The comparable quality 
of both interior nd exterior detailing indicates that the sane 
builder did all the work at the Haskell TTouse.
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In general, the panelling of the Haskell House is of a high, but 
predictable, standard, however, the quality of the woodwork in the 
parlor is outstanding. The casing of the posts with fluted Ionic 
columns demonstrates an unusual concern for the decorative impression 
of the room. V.'hile, by that date, the casing of the posts was standard, 
usually, the casings nevertheless clearly express both the f orm a nd the 
function of the beams below. The Haskell House parlor post casings 
disguise these functional elements, making instead a decorative state­ 
ment .

The exterior detailing and the treatment of the pavilion show a 
similar sophistication and decorative concern. The builder demonstrated 
his sensitivity to the visual impact of the elaborate fenestration 
by setting the complex entrance and. ralladian window against a neutral 
background of flush boarding. Thus, the observer perceives the pavilion
as a unit applied to the facade and can
the lalladian motif at the doorway. At 
distracted bythe horizontallines of the 
and pediment further unite the bav as a

the repetition of
he is not

The flat pilasters 
element. This demon-

strates a sophisticated proficiency for embellishment, unusual in a 
rural community and completely lacking in the design of the house it­
self, which follows a flour plan by then (1798) so'well established as 
to be a cliche.

1. Volume 1, page 103, Lisbon Land Ilecc
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