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(Rev. 6-72) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SI;RVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF H·ISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - c omplete a pplicable sec tions) 

COM MON : 

Arkansas State C 
OR HISTORIC: 

( Check On e) 

0 District rn Sui I ding 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

itol 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

JCX Government 

Indust r ial 

Military 

Arkansas 
BER : 

Public Acquisition : 

O In Process 

0 Being Considered 

0 Pork 

0 Pri vote Residence 

0 Rel igious 

Pulaski County Co urthouse 
ST_REET AND N UMBER : 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Pro am 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

Suite 1030 - Plaza West Buildin 
CIT Y OR TOWN: 

Little Rock 

STATE : 

Arkansas 
C O UNT Y: 

Pulaski 

TO THE PUBLIC 
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0 No 
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CONDITION 
CZJ Excellent 

0 Altered 

0 Good 0 Fair 

(Che c k One) 

ri{J Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

D ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIG INAL (i f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved 00 Original Site 

Begun in 1899 the Capitol of the State of Arkansas resembles 
the United States Capitol and should be considered one of 
the finer examples of classical design of Ionic order in 
the Nation . It is located atop a prominent hill whi<&h 
makes it visible at a great distance to all who approach it. 

The Capitol measures 420 feet long and has an average width 
of 150 feet. A grand stairway leads from ground level to 
the entry level. Six copper-bronze doors made by Tiffany 
of New York grace the entrance to the grand rotunda. 

The Capitol's imposing dome over the rotunda is quite 
similar to that of the United States Capitol. It rises to 
230 feet above ground and is covered in twenty-four carat 
gold leaf. Two minor rotundas flank the larger one and 
contain the House and Senate chambers. The Governor's 
offices and other government offices are located within 
the building. 

The inherent beauty of the classical design of the State 
Capitol is supplemented by the attractive stones used. 
White native stone called "Batesville marble" and Indiana 
limestone are used on the exterior . Offices and interior 
woodwork are of quarter sawn oak wood and complementi the 
fine interior details of Alabama marble. 

Few alterations have been made to the Capitol other than 
maintenance repairs and landscape work. It remains a 
prominent architectural edifice, striking in the beauty 
of its classical proportions and design. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 
0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

§EJ 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable andKnown) 

0 Agriculture 

~ Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communi cations 

0 Conservation 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

0 Indus try 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music 

Kl Polit ic al 

0 Religion/ Phi -

losophy 

0 S c ience 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia 1/ Human -

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Tran spo rtat io n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIF IC ANCE 

As the State of Arkansas grew, so its needs for legis­
lature facilities expanded . Arkansas outgrew the ability 
of its old State House of 1840 to supply the larger, 
more complex needs of the state legislature. Consequent­
ly, the year of 1899 saw the formation of a commission 
to build a new state capitol. 

The first chairman of the commission and untiring devotee 
to the c onstruc tion o f the Capitol, George w. 
Donagney, remarked in his recounting of the building of 
the c apitol: 

The State of Arkansas began one of the greatest 
physical tasks in her history when she undertook 
to build a new Capitol. This undertaking was 
destined to make and unmake political fortunes 
and to wreck the homes and happiness of many of 
its citizens. The bu~lding of her new Capitol 
would result, before its completion, in chang­
ing the dignified cloth worn by some statesmen 
into convict stripes; it would cause the state 
to tremble from end to end ; and it would bring 
about a realignment and readjustment of her 
political customs. It would cause the defeat 
and total annihilation of certain political 
factions and would set up political creeds new 
in thought and practice. 

Indeed, the ultimate construction of the State Capitol 
was to be overseen by four building commissions in 
seventeen years of construction, involve the State in 
numerous legal suits with a disgruntled contractor, 
and see two different architects of noted reputation 
come to the task of building the Capitol. 



Daniel, Jean H., and Dani.e.l . Price, Executive Mansions and 
Capitols of America, New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1969. 

Donaghey, George w., Building A State Capitol, Little Rock, 
Arkansas, Parke-Harper Company, 1937 . 
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Anthon S. Riddle Architect 
ORGANIZATION 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Pro 1974 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Suite 1030 Plaza West Build 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Little Rock Ark 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

P.Valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park SerVlce. The recommended 

level of signif~ance of this nomination is: 

Local 0 
r.etfdttr), 

TH~ State Historic Preservation 
Officer 

Date June 11, 1974 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeolo~y and Historic Pr-eservation 

GPO 931·89 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entrleB) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Ark ansas 
COUNTY 

Pulaski 

8. Significance (State Capitol - Page 2) 

The Arkansas Capitol as originally planned by the architect, 
George R. Mann of Missouri, was to be nearly five hundred 
(500') feet iong with a great central dome over a rotunda 
and two flanking domes over each legislative chamber. It 
underwent numerous changes ·during construction, though the 
overall integrity of the original design was maintained. 

At one point faulty workmanship required the complete gut­
ting of the interior of the Capitol and its reconstruction. 
A new Architect, ~Cass Gilbert, was employed to direct the 
reconstruction of the Capitol and remained with it until its 
completion. He was highly regarded nationally for the qual­
ity of his work and had considerable experience with design 
of institutional buildings. Significant progress was made 
under his direction, and the Capitol was completed. 

Arkansas' State Capitol would most likely have not been com­
pleted without substantial loss to the State if it had not 
been for the ceaseless efforts of one man, GeGrge W. 
Donaghey. A contractor and member of the first commission, 
Mr. Donaghey remained stalwart in his efforts to see the 
completion of the Capitol accomplished. On numerous occa­
sions he rose to caution the state government of impending 
difficulties with the project. He was elected governor of 
the state on a platform to see that the Capitol building 
was finished. He accomplished that by the end of his terms 
in office in 1913. 

While of immense significance to the State, Arkansas' 
Capitol is also one of the finer examples of classical ar­
chitecture in the Nation. In a smaller way it embodies 
the character and pride of the people and remains as a 
statement of their energies and progressive outlook. 

GPO 921-724 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

~kauu State Capitol 

Hon. John L. McClellan 
.. J.v. fulbr1 t 
• WUbut' D. MlUa 

Also Notified 

Regional Director, Southwest Region 

MMott/row 6/28/74 

Location 

State ntetoric Pr .. ervation Officer 
lr. lli1U.• E. llendenon 

Dtrect.or 
Arbne Dept. of Para ad Tourt. 
State Capitol-loom 149 
Little k. Arkanaaa 72201 



7801 

Ms. Lois Wygant 
Offi..:e of the Arkansas 

Secretary of State 
Arkzmsas State capitol Building 
Lit:tla :?..ock, Arkan.saa 72201 

Del!r Ms. Wygant: 

FEB 12 1979 February 7 ~ 1979-

Tirls responds t o Ms. Sanclra Taylor Smith's .January 31~ 1979, request for 
information eoncerning the process involved in obtaining National Historic 
Landmark status for the Arkansas State Capitol. 

In order for a property to be considered eligible for National Historic 
Landmark status, it must be found nationally significant. The State. 
Historle Preservation Officer, in 1974, determined that the capitol had 
Stata significance and not national significance (See Item 12 of nomina­
tion Form). For the building to be considered for National-Historical 
~rk status, a letter from the State Historic Preservation Officer 
to the Office of .Archeology and Historic Preservation should request 
the bnilding be reviewed for Nationoal. ,ru.stor.:tc. Landmark designation. 

~Je appreciate your interest in the National Historic Landmark Program. 
The nomination form and photograph are enclosed for your files. 

If "":a csn be of future assistance, do not hesitate to contact me. My 
telephone number is (505) 766-3720. 

Sincerely yours • 

~LtM.~ 

Hild:red Sanches 
Outdoor Recreat.ion Planner 

Enclosures 

j cc: Ms. Sandra T. Smith 
National Register Coord. 
Arkansas Historical Preservation Program 
500 Continental Building 
¥..ain and Narkham 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
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February 22, 1979 

Ms. Joan Baldridge 
Arkansas Histbric 
Preservation Program 
Continental Building, Suite 500 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Dear Joan: 

'· 

vfuen the First State Capitol and the Arkansas State Capitol 
were nominated for the Register, the importance and signi­
ficance of the buildings was apparently stated as being 
"state-wide". I believe I might have been on the site 
selection committee at that time and don't remember the 
details, ·but now wonder why we. didn't establish the 
importance as ·being national both for historical and 
architectural si_gnificance. 

It is the opinion of some with whom I have discussed this 
that the significance of these buildings . should be re - examined 
to determine if they should be of national significance, 
and of National Historic Landmark designation. 

By copy of this letter to George Reynolds and Parker 
Westbrook for the historical importance and to Cy Sutherland 
for .the architectural significance, I am asking their 
opinions on this, too, and ask that it be put on your agenda 
for your next me eting. 

Sincerely, 

u 
Edwin B. Cromwell, FAil\. 

EBC/mh 

I 
cc: The Honorable Paul Riviere 



l\1E: •. .::oan Baldridge 

GEORGE M. REYNOLDS 
WINROCK GRASS FARiol BUILDING 

PETIT JEAN MOUNTAIN 

MORRILTON, ARKANSAS 72110 

March 5~ 197 9 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Continental Building~ Suite 500 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Dear Joan: 

\ 
I 

You received a letter from Edwin B. Cromwell dated February 22 con­
cerning the First State Capitol and the Arkansas State Capitol. 

Cromwell raises the question of whether or not we should not try to get 

AREA CODE 501 
375-0749 
727-5461 

these buildings listed as of national significance. I think he is right, and 
hope that there is a means of re-opening the matter so that we can get the 
changes made. I would be glad to see this _on the agenda at our next meeting. 

Sincerely, 

~"~ 
George :r\1. Reynolds 

GMR:gb 

I ' 



tkJ~ · ~ / 
. . J :1 .. ;.- · ~ 
. l'l'·~)' . . <l ) 'k/ 
~7~j u ;~:_:._~ a/ 
lkLlJ_1!tJh~:J~~?ts HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
500. Continental Buildin_g · Mort<ham and Main · Little Roc~. N.<onsas 72201 

March 6 , 1979 

Mr. Edwin B. Crorr.well, FAIA 
·cromwell, Neyland, Truemper, 

Levy & Gatchell, Inc. 
One Spring· Street 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

De a.c Ed: 

'. 

Phone: (501) 371-2763 . 

Thank -you for your letter of February 22 concerning the possible National Landmark 
designation of the First State Capitol and the Arkansas State Capitol~ I apprec­
iat~ your ta]dng time to bring these issues t9 my attention. 

In checking with the National ~egister staff, I find that contact has . been made 
.with the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service regional office in Albuquerque · 
about' these designations. There · are a nuinber of factors to consider, and we-are 
gathering as much data as possible . 

Both buildings will be discussed at the March 13 State Review Committee meeting 
with the goal in mind of nominating one or both as National Landmarks. 

Thank you again for your. interest. 

J"WB/lg 

Baldridge, Director 
Historic Preservation Program 

I • • 
,. 
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~-~~'_,~~;~i~s HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
ite 500. Cont1nental Build ing · Markham and Main· Little Rock. Arkansa s 72201 Phone (501 ) 371-2763 

April 12, 1979 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Office Of Archeology and 

Historic Preservation 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Re: National significance status : 
Old State House 
Arkansas State Capitol 

After reviewing the National Register nominations of the Old State House and 
Arkansas State Capitol, I have concluded that both have national significance. 
On March 13, 1979, the Arkansas State Review Committee discussed changing the 
level of significance from "state" to "national" . The Committee voted unani­
mously in favor of "national" significance status to the Old State House and 
the Arkansas State Capitol. If you concur, please make the cha nge on both 
nomination fo r ms . 

Because I feel both these properties , the Old State House and the Arkansas 
State Capitol, have national significance, I would like for the m to be considered 
for designation as National Historic Landmarks. Please review the nominations 
of both properties to dete rmine their eligibility as National Historic Landmarks . 

Sincerely, Q~:k 

Joa~s Baldridge ~ 
State ~storic Preservation Officer 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

JWB/DK/kt 
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~::~~~HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
, 500. Continental Building · Markham and Main- Little Rock. Monsas 72201 

April 23, 1979 

Mr. John Danner 
Executive Assistant 

to the Governor 
Governor's Office 
State Capitol Building 
Little Rock , AR 72201 

Phone: (501) 371 -2763 

Thank you for informing me of Secretary of State Paul Riviere's interest in 
having the Arkansas Capitol designated as a National Historic Landmark. I be­
lieve that it was his . interest that initiated the efforts of the Arkansas Historic 
Preservation Program staff and the State Review Committee t o have it so designated. 

As I indicated to you on the phone, my staff's evaluation of the chances for des­
ignation are not at all good . Our capitol is important to us as Arkansans; but 
that , in and of itself , is not sufficient justification for National Historic 
Landmark designation. There is enough of a chance to warrant a request for 
designation by the Keeper of the National Register, and I have done that . 

Attached are copies of all relevant correspondence to date. Rose Crane and I 
are to meet wit h Secretary Riviere next week· to discuss this matter in depth. 

Thank you again for your interest and cooperation. 

so~~J · 
Joan Ji'lliams Baldridge 
State,,istoric Preservation Officer 

JWB/lg 

cc: Rose Crane 
Kay Kelly 
Paul Riviere 

Enclosures 

I ' 
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l!s. Joan llillial\1$ Baldridge 
State Ii~storie Preservation Officer 
Arlzansas Ristoric Preservation. 

P-rogt.-ma . 
Suite 500, Coud.ne~tal Dui.ldiug 
Ua:rkhD.O and Lfain Stroots 
Little P-ock Arkansas 72201 

Dear Hs. Baldrtdee: 

' \ 
\ 
\ 
\ 

'l"hank you for your:_ letter ccnce:rning ciw.nging t .. c le7al of ni(;nifi­
canca of tuo National Register properties, the Old State ikruse and 
the ft_rkrulsas State Capitol, Pulaski ~nty, _k"r.ansas. 

In accordance uith your request~ our records have been changed to 
indicate a level of national s1guificl!nce for both pTopcrties. We 
have cl.no provided copiea of the docur.le.'ltation to the National 
llistoric Landn.:'lrks staff for consideration cf the ell.gibillty of 
the Old State Ilouse and the Arlr..an.sas State Capitol for L<mdmark 
denif;ru!tion. · 

If ue can be of further assistance to you, please let 'Ua knov. 

bee: Director's Reading File 

Sincerely~ 

Gbm:lcs A. lJerrington 
Acting ~ of the National 
Register 

FHR: S Sheffield:ggk:343-6401:8/13/79 
BASIC FILE RETAnmD IN NR 

,. 


