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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The LeJeune House once controlled a plantation with out-buildings along False River.
But the growth of the town of New Roads has engulfed all but the present two acre
lot. The house has been separated from the river by East Main Street, but because. it
is set back over 200 feet from the road among magnolia and live oak trees, it still
retains a naturalistic setting.

The house itself is a two story, pitch roof, raised cottage with broad frontal galleries.
The plan consists of four rooms arranged in a line with secondary rooms to the rear.

At one time, the plan probably consisted of two rooms on each floor with galleries on
all four sides. Apparently, major remodeling took place some time during the first

half of-the '19th certury.: 'At’'that time, the second floor side and rear galleries were
enclosed, and side rooms, cabinets and rear hall were created. The present pitched

roof was probably built at that time as well,

The next major remodeling was done in the early 20th century. It was then that the
lower side and rear galleries were bricked in and converted to utility rooms. The
rear staircase was installed, and a pair of dormers were replaced by a large single
shed dormer. Much of the structure is 'brick entre poteaux' with heavy hewn cypress
framing members. The beams in the downstairs kitchen and dining room are beaded and
exposed. The floors under the enclosed upstairs galleries slope towards the outside,
indicating that at one time these areas were open and exposed to the weather. The
present upstairs wooden gallery dates from about the mid-19th century. The wooden
gallery downstairs rotted in the early 20th century, and the cypress columns were
replaced with heavy splayed brick and concrete columns. The old shingles on the roof
have been replaced by tin.

The upstairs gallery has eight square columns with heavy molded capitols. Most of

the interior decorative work dates from the Greek Revival period. The mantles are of
the 'wraparound'" type. All have full entablatures resting upon pilasters with molded
capitols. The four upstairs fireplaces are particularly fine with aedicula motifs
framing the overmantle areas. The east parlor has unusually fine paneling with molded
capitol pilasters and a full entablature. The ceiling is divided into molded panels

in a manner that suggests coffering. The four front rooms communicate with the gallery
by means of five partially paneled French doors. Most of the doorways on the second
floor are surmounted by transoms with the panes decoratively disposed.

The boundaries of the nominated area were chosen to encompass all that remains intact
of the original land holding.

Despite the 20th century modifications, the significant features, i.e. the form of the
building, the plan, the second floor gallery and the major rooms, remain intact.
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The LeJeune House is one of a number of Substant1a1 plantaplon houses whlch,were‘
built along False River. The house,

therefore, is significant on the parish level. Tt is the finest'and the largest
historic residence in the town of New Roads. In addition, LeJeune House is an
excellent example of an early to mid-19th century plantation house. This can be
seen in its raised cottage form, its size, its plan, and its fine Greek Revival
details. The paneling in the east parlor, with its pilasters and coffering
effect, is particularly unusual and elaborate. Finally, the house is signifi-
cant as a substantial example of ''brick entre poteaux'" construction.
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The house is situated on a city block facing East Main Street on a lot
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
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