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The Rails House is a single story house that is an excellent example of 
a mid-western Victorian cottage structure. Measuring approximately 30' wide and 
35' long, it stands on a native stone foundation and was framed initially by its 
pine siding. It's multi-gables are covered with fish-scale shingles, the front 
porch has carpenter gothic trim, and its two-story tower is of Queen Anne style 
and reminiscent of A. J. Downing's cottages. The upper lights of the first 
story windows are framed in stained glass panes, as are the tower windows. The 
exterior has been altered only by the addition in the mid-1950s of asbestos 
shingle-siding, a concrete porch on the east front, and a screened "back" 
porch on the southwest corner. The effect of these additions is muted, and 
they do not detract from the original character of the house.

The interior of the Rails House has remained virtually unchanged since 
its construction. The original floorplan consisted of two bedrooms on the 
south, a large entrance foyer and study in the center, and a living room, 
dining room, and kitchen on the north. They study was later converted into a 
bathroom and a walk-in closet and the foyer is now a sitting room. The house 
contains 12' high ceilings, hardwood floors presently carpeted, and hardwood 
baseboards and door trim covered with several coats of white paint. There are two 
features within the structure that make it somewhat unique: sliding wood-paneled 
doors draw together to separate the living and dining rooms and a serving window 
opens between the kitchen and dining room. The interior is tastefully appointed 
much as it was originally, well maintained by the present occupant, and suggests 
a feeling of controlled elegance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rails House is significant because of its architectural style 
and integrityv and because it was the home of one of Atoka's most promi­ 
nent families. Completed about 1900, when the community was still a 
part of Indian Territory, the house was built by J. D. Catlin, at the 
time a Deputy United States Court Clerk and lay minister of the Pres­ 
byterian Church. A white, Catlin had married the daughter of Captain 
James S. Standley, one of the foremost leaders of the Choctaw Indian 
tribe, who provided the land upon which the house was built. The Catlin 
family sold the house in 1919, but in 1933 it was purchased by Catlin's 
nephew, Joe Rails, Jr. Rails acted as secretary to the national attor­ 
ney of the Chickasaw Nation prior to Oklahoma Statehood, became one of 
Atoka T s most successful attorneys, and at one time served the community 
as mayor. Rails died in 1970, but his widow still occupies the family 
home.

The Rails House is especially important because it is the best 
example of turn-of-the-century luxury housing that remains in Atoka 
County. Moreover, its architectural style is picturesque and pleasant, 
and despite more than 75 years of occupancy, its integrity is unimpeached 
Indeed, the Rails House retains almost completely its original character.



Interview, Mrs. Joe Rails, Atoka, Oklahoma, July 17, 1979. 
J. B. Thoburn and Muriel Wright, Oklahoma; A History, Vol. Ill (New York: 

Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1929), p. 214.
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