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1. Name of Property

historic name MUSKETAQUID MILLS

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 131 DAVIDSON STREET not for publication
city or town LOWELL vicinity
state  MASSACHUSETTS code MA county MIDDLESEX code 017 zip code 01852

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this “nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
ts'meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide (Sflocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

\j Signature of certifying official/Title JudithtB. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Presen/ation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

>nal Park Service Certification
I, hera6y certify that this property is: Date of Action
fentered In the National Register
» See continuation sheet. W 2 f
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



Musl<etaquid M\\\s
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Checl as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private j<building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY/manufacturing facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER/ Eariy 20" century Industrial

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources Inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 building
sites
structures
_ objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

GOVERNMENT/government office

Materials
(Enter categories from Instmctlons)

foundation brick

walls brick
roof rubber
other granite (sills)

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Musketaquid Mills is located in the Belvidere section of Lowell, east of the Lowell National
Historic Park (1978) and the Downtown Lowell Historic District (LHD, 1983). The Concord
River which islocated just south and west of the mill sgparates Belvidere from the Historic Park
and Lowell Historic District. The Musketaquid Mill gandsat the intersection of Davidson and
Howe Streetsin an areathat was densdy developed with industria buildingsin the late 19* and
early 20* centuries but today retains little of its historic building stock. The Musketaquid isthe
only intact historic mill remaining in the area

Thebuilding isafour-story brick gtructure that was congtructed in three dages. The oldest
portion dates from 1909 and includes the six southenunost bays (lower three floors only). In
1912 asmall single-story brick addition was built off the southwest comer of the mill to housea
boiler room. Between 1915 and about 1925 the northem eight bays and fourth floor were added.
Themain block is essentidly rectangiilar in plan (fourteen bays a east and west elevations and
six bays a north and south eevations), athough the southwest comer isclipped a an irregular
angle. Fenedration includes regularly-spaced double-hung windows mnning along each
elevation. Windows are st in segmental arched openings with msticated granite sills and contain
12/12 sash (acombination of original and replacements). Eleven windowswere fitted with small
vents to meet code requirements as part of arecent Certified Rehabilitation (completed in
December 1997). Interior ssorm saeh were installed as part of the recent rehabilitation as well.
Most are single windows but there are afew paired saeh a the rear (south) eevation. Arched
window heeds are formed by triple rowsof header bricks. Window openings &t the basement
level were blocked with brick (date imknown). Thebuilding isencdosed by aflat roof which hes
alow brick pargpet mnning dong the eest Sde. The devator shaftrisesafull story aove the
roof near the center of the north end. Thereisasmall brick chimney projecting from the south
end of theroof. Thereislittle in the way of architectura omamentation on the building, other
than the corbelled brick comices that circumscribe the main block, boiler room addition, and
eevator shaft.

Theprincipal entry tothe building is centered on the Davidson Street (north) elevation. |t

congigts of aset of double doors, dightly recessed within a segmenta arched openingwith a
rusticated granite step. The doors datefrom ¢. 1990 but are sympathetic to the historic character
of the building. Jugt eedt of the entry, in the location of aformer freight devator loading bay, isa
handicap accessble entrancethat was installed as part of the recent rehabilitation. The original
sill opening was lowered (arched heed and original width of opening maintained) and transom

and wood double doors were installed. At the south end of the eedt elevation isa secondary entry.
Contained within a ssgmentd arched opening, the secondary entry contains a modem wood door
(c. 1990) that is sympeathetic to the historic character of the building. At the rear (south) eevation
awide vehicular entrance was added (in the former location of windows), probably in 1921 when

(continued)
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permitsindicate a"garage’ was congtmcted (thiswas an interior garage). The opening contained
two widedliding wood doors, each with a 16-pane light. As part of the recent rehabilitation, the
doors were removed and the openinginfilled with brick. The possibility of restoring the origina
window openings in this location was explored but it was found that alarge sted beam, which
interfereswith window locations, had been installed when the garage was added. 1n addition, the
origina window heights here do not line up with the interior floor height, probably because there
wes originally an elevator in the location.

Ontheinterior, the building istypica of mill constmction. Prior to the recent rehabilitation, it
had open floor plans. Walls were exposed brick; floor framing was dso exposed. An enclosed
office (c. 1930) existed in the northwest comer of the first floor and bathrooms had been added
aong the rear wall (south) at each floor (c. 1970s). There were two utilitarian Saircaseswith
exposad brick walls and wood dairs, in additionto afreight devator. Aspart of the recent
rehabilitation the building was converted to office usa. Mogt of the partitionsthat were added are
low movesble dividers 0 that a sanseof the original open feeling isretained in many aress. At
the second through fourthfl oorsthe exposad brick walls remain aove sill height. Areas of the

exposad ceiling framing remain visible at the fourth floor. The freight e evator was removed but
both daircasesremain intact.

Archaeological Description

At least one prehistoric ste extends onto the Musketaquid Mills property and considerable
evidence exigsthat ahigh potentia was present for the recovery of prehistoric resources a this
location. In generd, however, the present potentia for significant prehistoric resources on the
nominated property islow. Seven prehistoric Stesare recorded in the generd area(within one
mile) of the Musketagquid Mills including ste 19-MD-47, listed as alarge village site. Local
histories mention the ste asthe village of the Wamesits located at the confluence of the Concord
and Merrimack Rivers. The village wes reportedly abandoned after an attack by Europesns
during King PhilipsWar. Other nearby stesinclude an additiona large village site to the west on
the south bank of the Merrimack River and several smaller campsites. Environmental
characterigtics of the aread =0 indicate severd locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to
wetlands) that are favorable indicators for most types of prehistoric sites. Prior to historic period
industrial development of the area, the nominated property was characterized by awell drained
level to moderately dopingriverineterrace on the esst bank of the Concord River at its
confluencewith the Merrimack River. Given the above information, ahigh potential was
originally present for the recovery of prehistoric resources at thislocation. However, given the
small sze of the property (less than one acre), the impacts assodiated with severd dages of
devedopment for Musketaquid Mills from 1909 to 1925 and, the impacts associated with

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Sendee :

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

1 3 Musketaquid Mills
Section number Page Lowel (Middlesex Cc), Mass.

constmction of severd industria buildings present onthe lot in 1876 that would later become
Musketaquid Mills, alow potentia exigts for the recovery of significant prehistoric resourceson
the property. Any prehistoric resources that were present on the nominated property were
probably destroyed by industrial development of the parcd.

There is ahigh potentia for historic archaeological resources on the Musketaquid Mills property.
Stmctura remains may survive from severd industrial buildings reported on the current mill
property in 1876. Most buildings, none of which siuvive, probably date to the mid-19* century
period. One of the buildingsinthe southem half of the ste was occupied by the White Brothers
& Company Leather Factory. In 1902 or 1903, that mill was leased by the Musketaquid Worsted
Company who purchased and demoalished the earlier mill in 1909. The earliest section of the
present tmcture now occupies that ste. Stmctural evidence may dso exist from atenement and
shed, no longer extant, originally located on alot a the comer of Howe and Davidson Sfreets dso
purchased by the Musketaquid Mill Company in 1908. Occupationd type features (trash aress,
privies, wells) should aso survivethat are associated with residential and industrial stmctures.
Trash arees may exist from earlier industria buildings that no longer survive as widl as existing
dructures. Stmctural remains from water power related features(mill cands, whed pits etc.)
may aso be present.

(end)



Musketaquid Mills Middlesex, MA

Name of Property County and State
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing.) .

Architecture
X A Property is associated with events that have made Industry

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of constmction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance

individual distinction.

1909-1949

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,

information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

X Significant Dates
(Mari< "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

1909, 1931
Property is: t
_A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes. > . Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B Is mari<ed above)
B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave. Cultural Affiliation
N/A

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property. Architect/Builder

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Unknown
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested _ Other State agency
_ previously listed inthe National Register _ Federal agency
_ previously determined eligible by the National Local government
Register _University
_ designated a National Historic Landmark _ Other
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Musketquid Mills possesses integrity of location, desgn, materias, workmanship, feeling
and association. It issignificant for itsrolein the industrial development and expansion in
Lowell and as the only surviving industria building in theimmediate area. It isadso afine
example of typical mill constmction fromthe early 20* century. The Musketquid Mills meets
CriteriaA and Cfor listing in the National Register and is significant onthe local level.

The Musketquid Mills was congtructed in three phases between 1909 and ¢. 1925. By thetimeit
was built, the Belvidere area had become a densdy deveoped cluster of industria buildings.
Map reseerch indicatesthat as early as 1832 this section of Lowell was known as Belvidere
Village. Davidson Street had not yet beenlaid out but there were afew scattered buildings (not
identified as mill buildings) nearby. Thefirst mill in theimmediate areawas constmcted at the
south end of Howe Sfreet between 1832 and 1841. By 1876 there were severd industrial
buildings on the comer ot that would later hold the Musketquid Mills. Prior to constmction of
the Musketquid Mills in 1909 the legther factory of White Brothers & Company occupied the
southem half of the site. The White company was established in the mid 19* century and
produced lesther glovesin afactory on East Merrimack Street for anumber of years. Owners
Samud and William White moved the company to the Belvidere dtein the late 19* century and
took up generd leather manufacturing. In addition to the small building neer the intersection of
Howe and Davidson Streets, they enjoyed much larger facilities acrossHowe Sfreet, and d<o at
the foot of Howe Street, closer to the Concord River. The White Brothers small mill was
virtually surrounded by industria buildings. The New England Bimting Company had alarge
factory directly to the west, the Lowell Suburban Railway Company was located to the north on
the opposite Sde of Davidson Street, and the large Belvidere Woolen Company had a series of
mill buildingsto the south. 1n 1899 White Brothers became the American Hide and Lesther
Company. By 1903 they had abandoned the small mill near the comer of Howe and Davidson
Streets but continued to operatethe two other nearby facilities. By 1902 or 1903 a company
known as the Musketagquid Worsted Company leased the former White Brothers building and
began textile manufactiuing there. Musketquid Mills purchased the property in 1908 and an
adjacent |ot to the north which contained atenement and a shed.

The 1903 city directory lists Edward J. Hylan, who lived nearby on Nesmith Sfreet, as proprietor
of the Musketaquid Mills. It isinteresting to note that other members of the Hylan family were
associated with the adjacent N.E. Bunting Company. The 1908 Blue Book Textile Directory
reports that Musketogxiid Mills was incorporated in 1906 with acapital of $150,000. Samud
Joelsch of New York islisted as Presdent and Edwin Hylan as Treesu-er, Buyer and
Superintendent. The firm produced "men'swear and ladies worsted dress goods.” Themill was
equipped with 52 broad looms and employed 175 people.

It gppears that the Musketquid Mills company was acquired by the United States Worgted

(continued)
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Company in 1909. That year the property wasfransferredf rormMusketquid Millsto U.S.
Worsted Company but the mill continued to operate as Musketquid Mills. The 1922 city
directory liststhe "Musketquid Mills, U.S. Worgted Co. " together. Davison's Textile Blue Book
of 1922-9123 ligtsthe U.S. Worgted Company, with M.E. Wood as President and Treesu-e and
John Simson as Vice President. The company was bassd in New Y ork, but had millsin various
eaed coadt cities. They had executive offices a 157 Federd Street in Boston and salesofficesin
Boston and New Y ork. In Massachusdts, they had millsin Lawrence, Lowell, North
Chelmsford, Newton, and Saugus as well as adye works inLawrence. 1n 1909 the old White
Brothers mill was replaced by anew Musketquid Mills (the earliest section of the existing
structure). Thisfirst section condgsted of the six southenmiost baysof the existing buildings
(lower threefloorsonly). In 1912a smal single-story boiler room addition was constructed of f
the southwest comer of the mill. Thethird and final phese of constmction was undertaken
between 1915 and about 1925 when the northem eight bays and the fourth floor were built.

Industrial prosperity in the Belvidere areawas somewheat short-lived for most of the busnesses.
In 1914 the Belvidere Woolen Mills and American Hide & Leather Company mills were sold at
auction and eventually the buildings were later taken down. The New England Bimting Company
mill was removed intiie 1930s. By 1950 only the Musketquid Mills building remained. All other
former industrial dtesremainvacant except one the American Hide & Leather Company Steon
the eest 9de of Howe Sfreet - the mill was replaced by the New England Telephone & Teegraph
Company building prior to 1950.

The U.S. Worsted Company continued to operate the Musketquid Mills imtil 1931 whenthe
property was sold to Albert F. French and his son Leonard, proprietors of A.F. French &
Company. French & Company were paper box manufacturers who were established in 1883 and
had previoudy been located on Market Street in Lowell. In his 1930 History of Massachusetts
Industries, Orra Stone reports that Albert French's "keen foresight, coupled with close application
to busness and indefatigable energy enabled him to build up athriving concem, which today
enjoysalarge and ever-growing clientele” French & Company occupied the Davidson Street
mill intothe 1980s 1n 1988 it was piu-chased by the current owner who used the building es a
doragefacility. It was vacant for severd years before amajor rehabilitation was undertaken.
The building isnow occupied by the Lowell Department of Welfare.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to provide detailed
information on the social, cultural, and economic information responsible for the industrial
development and expansion inLowell during the 19* and 20* centuries. Further documentary
research together with archaeological survey and testing can help document the industrial
development of the Belvidere Village section of Lowell for which few examples survive. These

(continued)
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sources can document the functions of industrial buildings present by the mid 19* century and
their importance inalocal and regional economy for that period. Stmctural remains and features
associated with the White Brothers & Company Legther Factory may provide important details
about the technologica processinvolved with lesther manufacture and the types of products that
company produced. Evidence might dso be present linking the products of the White Brothers &
Company with other local manufacturers of shoes, clothing or otiier leather products. Sfructural
remains and occupationd related features assodiated with potentia siurivals from the tenement
house near the comer of Davidson and Howe Streets may provide important information on mid
19* century workersincluding their housng and the overall conditions of life for 19* century
workers and their families.

(end)
- ' 'fa-
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Name of Property County, stat
ounty, state

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) ifr
1. 19 311080 4723600
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/tkle Christine Beard, consuKant, with Betsy Friedberg, MHC, NR director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  October 1999
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard Jelephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name  George D. Behrakis/Mer-Con Realty Trust
street & number P.O. Box 748 telephone  508-640-0264

city or town Andover state MA zip code 01810

Paperwori< Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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10. GEOGRAPffICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

Boundaries of the nominated property encompeass land defined by the City of Lowell as Map 178,
Lot 25.

Boundary Justification * , €

The boimdaries include the entire city block that hes historically been associated with
Musketagquid Mills.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

October 25, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places

Department of the Interior

National Park Service n
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Musketaquid Mill, 131 Davidson &., Lowell (Middlesex Co.), Mass.

The nomination has been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Government community of Lowell were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely, -

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

endosxire

CcC. George BehrakisMer-Con Redlty Trugt, owner
Debra Grossman, Lowell Historical Commission
Chrigtine Beard, Preservation Consultant
Hon. Irene Donahue, Mayor, City of Lowell
Stephen Stowell, Lowell Historical Commission
Denise Sullivan, Division of Plaiming & Development

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
' Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
wtutv.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



