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1. Name
historic Founder's Hall
and/or common Same

2. Location

street & number Atlantic Union College Campus not for publication
city, town L ancaster vicinity of congressional district ~Second
state Massachusett s code 025 county  Worcester code 927
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public jE  occupied agriculture museum
building(s) * private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worl< in progress -jj  educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Atlantic Union College

street & number South Main Street

city, town L ancaster vicinity of state Mas sachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds

street & number Main Street

city, town Worcester State M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assfets
title of the Coitimonwealtih has this property been determined elegible? yes o

date 1976 federal ~ state county local

depository for survey records Mass. Histxjrical Commission

city, town Bostxin state  VBssachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excel | ent deteriorated ~  unaltered A ooriginal site
good ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Founder's Hall is located at the center of the campus of Atlantic union College,
approximately 200" north of Flagg Street and 400" west of south Main street in south
Lancaster. Land surrounding the buildingis laid out in lawns, paths and planting beds.
Folander's Hall is a two-and-one-half story structure of balloon-frame construction with
decorative elenments drawn from both the Victorian Gothic and Queen Anne styles. The
structure has a basically rectangular plan with a projecting central pavilionon bothits
east and west elevations. The buildingrests on a high brick foundation and is enclosed
by a steeply pitched hip roof with gables over both pavilions; allroofs termnate in
open eaves with exposed rafters. The exterior i s covered with clapboards, sone vertical
tongue- and- groove boarding and decorative shingling (inthe gables only).

The facade (west elevation) is symmetrical; at itscenter is a one-bay deep
pavilion. Set in front of the pavilionis an open porch. This porch sits on a base
which is enclosed by lattice-work; rising fromthe base are chanfered posts which
support a shed roof and a decorative gable at the porch's center. Decorative trim of the
porch consists of a shingled railing surmunted by squat turned balusters, pierced brackets,
an apron beneath the cornice and decorative panelling on the end gables ofthe shed roof
(north and south). At the first story the pavilioncontains an entry with panelled doors
and a five-pane transom flanked on each side by one 44 w ndow, these wi ndows are set
in unmoul ded frames and have caps decorated by shallow brackets and a bank of saw-tooth
trim  All windows of the building-'s first two stories have this decorative trimand are
made up of units containing 44 sash. At the center of the pavilion's second story is
a doubl e wi ndow which is flanked on each side by a single window, the heads of al | of
these wi ndows project into a bank of vertical boarding. Centered inthe gable is a
tri-partite window above which is a smaller projecting gable bearing the nimerals "1884."
The gabSe is trimmed by a solid bargeboard set on brackets at itsbase. Rising above
the ridge of the pavilion's roof is an open,square-plan bell-tower. The bell-tower rises
froma shingled base to a landing framed by wooden posts, brackets and a decorated railing.
The bell-tower is enclosed by a truncated hip roof. Side walls of the pavilion (north
and south) contain one wi ndow centered at each story. Set back fromand flanking the
pavilion, the west elevation of the main block of the building contains one set of paired
wi ndows at each story and one shed dornmer with 3/3 sash on each side of the pavilion.

Side walls (north and south elevations) of the main body of the building are iden-
tical and reflect the interior's division into classrooms. Each side wall has tw
202 windows at the basement, two sets of tri-partite windows at both the first and second
stories and one shed dormer, al |l symmetrically placed. Each shed dornmer contains a
central window of 33 sash flanked by each side by one w ndow of 2/2 sash.

The rear wall (east elevation) echoes the basic arrangement of the facade, although
it lacks an entry and itscentral pavilionis deeper, serving as a rear wing. The east
elevation of the rear wing is symmetrical, containing two sets of paired windows (2/2
sash) at the basenment and two pairs of windows at both the first and second stories; in
the gable there were originally tw sets of paired wi ndows; however, the northern half
of the southern pair has been converted to a doorway which leads to a fire escape. Above
the attic's windows is an overhang which rises to a truncated gable. Rising up the center
of the east elevation is an exterior brick chimey. Side elevations of the rear wing (north
and south) each contain paired 22 sash at the basenent, a sinple set of paired wi ndows at
both the first and second stories, and a shed dornmer with 3/3 sash at the attic. The
east elevation of the building's main block flanks the rear wing and contains, on each

side, paired 22 wi ndows at the basenent and a single set of paired windows at both the
first and second stories.
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Al'terations tothebuilding areinsignificant andconsist of the cutting of
several small doors at t hesecond andattic stories of theeast elevation and rear w n
to provide access toaniron fire escape at the building' s southeast corner.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture”?— religion

1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation — law science

1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600-1699 architecture A education military social/

1700-1799 art engineering __ music humanitarian
Ji_1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement  ~ Philosophy theater

1900- communications " Industry __ politics/government transportation

_j invention other (specify)

Specific dates 1883-1884 Bui | der/ Architect Barker s Noxorse, Architects (Wrcester, MY

St at ement of Significance(in one paragraph)

Founder's Hall retains theintegrity of itsoriginal design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, location and historical associations with thedevel opment of the private
educational system of t he Seventh-Day Adventist Church, a systemwhich has a current
enrol | ment of 535,000 students. The building was constructed i nthe winter of 1883-
1884 wunder t hedirection of Elder Stephen N Haskett, a founder of theAdventist Church,
from plans prepared by the Worcester architectural' firm of Barker and Nourse i n 1883.
It is nowtheoldest extant educational building i nthe Adventist system Haskell
financed theproject by floating a stock issue of $75,000 anmong t he 15, 000 Adventists
of thetime. Wod for thebuilding's constructionwas cuti na local woodl ot and rmuch
of theconstructionlabor was donated without charge.

upon conpl etion. Founder's Hall housed t he South Lancaster Acadeny. Later, the

building was used as t headmi nistrationbuilding of Lancaster junior® College and of its

successor, the Atlantic union College. Subsequently, thebuilding was i nuse as the

Col lege's Music Conservatory until 1975-1976 when it was restored and converted to

the school's Religion Center, included i nthis last change of use was t he opening of

a nusetamroom cont ai ni ng Adventist menorabilia and historical docunments. Also included

in thebuilding i stheMller chapel, restored i n1975-1976, i nwhich areexhibited oi |
portraits of Wlliam and Lucy Paulina Miller, leaders of theMllerite Mvenent of the
1830's and 1840's out of which Adventism grew, as painted by American primitive painter
Horace Bundy. | naddition, thechapel contains arare 1843 Millerite chart, the oak
pulpit and rostrum furniture from Miller's church. Soontobe installed i satracker
organ make by John Steer. At present, thebuilding i sused for theology and religion
courses, ministerial practice courses, religious services, weddings and public meetings.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Records at Founder's Hall
Records of t heAtlantic Union College

10. Geographical Data

N less than one acre

N
Acreage of nommated property

Quadrangle name Clinton

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Please refer to the attached assessor's map.
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The boundary is deliniated in red. It was

drawn to include only Pounder's Hall, the oldest building on tSie campus.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping

state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite Brian Pfeiffer, Consultant with Egr{lzgsstelr:al—rlniss\{[vgrritchal Comm
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 1979

dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state

local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forthby the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte Executive Director,
For HCRS use only

M assachusetts HistorL cal

Commission date

| Rereby eertiy that this prepaty is imaluded in the National Register

N

Keeper of ythe National Register

Attest:
Clilwl 8 RCfllutrotlon

date N THH

date mm

GPO 936 6 35



Drawn from Assessors' Mp
Aerial Photographed i n 1973
Updat ed 1976 by

Phyllis A Fansworth
Scale: 1 inch = 200 feet
Dat e: Cctober 1, 1976
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[HTTTIK"MI| Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

January 28, 19380

Ms Carol Schull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Heritage, Conservation 3 Recreation Service
440 G Street M

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms Schull;
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nation fornmns:
Attleboro- First Parsonage of the Nfedf ord- John McG || House (local)
Second Church (local) M ddl eborough- C P. Washburn Grain-
* Bedford- David Lane House (local) mll (local)
* Boston- Charles Street Jail (national) M ddlefield- Stone Arch Railroad Bridge
tiartmuth- Hill School (local) District (state)
* East Longneadow Swet| and- Pease Nati ck- Rev. Stephen Badger House (state)
House (local) Newton- St. Mary's Church 8 Cenetary (I ocal
Fram ngham First Baptist Church (state) New Bedford- Central New Bedford
Lajicaster- Fonders Hall (state) Historic District (local)
Mar | bor ough- Peter Rice House (local) Newt on- Echo Bridge (state- resubm ssion)
Medf ord- Edward Cakes House (local) Sharon- Stonehol m(local)
(All of the above ar e encl osed) (These ar e encl osed under separate cover)

These have been voted eligible by the State Revi ew Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Christine Boulding «/
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

B/ cj

*These properties were notified under the new procedures.



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE IMTERIOR
HERITAQE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TIME OF CALL

TELEPHONE REPORT AM

1. CALL \ZY TO; | | FROM (Nmme) 2. ADDRESS (Tet. No. tt naeded)

M4- fo

». SUBJECT. PROJECT NO.. ETC.

4. DETAILS OP DISCUSSION



ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER

STATE MASSACHEETTS
Date Entered ”P\ 1 4 JSBJ

Nue Location

Founder's Hal | Lancast er
Wr cester County

Also Notified

Honorabl e Paul Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic PreservationOfificer
Honor abl e Robert F. Drinan Ms. Patricia L. Wsl owski
Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Cormm ssion
294 \WMshi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 4/ 22/ 80
For further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6401.



