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The Rhodes house, built c. 1800, is of timber-framed and clapboard
constriction above a stone basement (which is entered through a corner -
bulkhead at the north). It contains two-and-a-half storeys under a gable
roof, The front, or long east side, is five bays wide; the ends are of
four bays. Projecting from the north-west part of the house at the rear
is a short one-storey ell of w od with a hipped roof, centre chimney and
rear door (Next it, to the south, a short modern extension of cinder-
block has teen made). Inside, there is on each principal floor a central
stair-hall flanked by two rooms on each side. Each room has a fireplace,
and these are back-to-back in plan, being served by two brick chimneys

rising through the ridge of the roof.

Exterior good looks rely chiefly on good proportions, a simple
eaves cornice which is brought forward over each of the seconi -floor
windows on east and west, and the enframement of the principal entrance.
Sections of cornice similar to those breaking out over the second-floor
windows may also have topped the front first-floor windows, now replaced
by two wide bow windows. Side and rear windows have simple splayed
lintels. Many of the original, smaller-paned window sashes remain on
the sides and rear of the house. )

The entrance treatment is typical of the federal period and more
particularly of Rhode Island in that period--there teing numerous simi-
larly handsome examples in the state. The doorway is surmounted by a
semicircular fanlight with moulded architrave and a three-part wooden
keystone; this pierces or divides the horizontal member of the triangular
pediment above--as it does the entire entablature assembly. The pediment
has modillions and dentils and is over Ionic pilasters above which, in
the frieze section of the entablature, are carved floral bosses. The -

front ddor.itself, contained within the above arrangement, is said to be

Century than the 1800's-federal period, btut such "hold-overs" persisted
in provincial places. :

Internally, there has been no re-arrangement--no changing or adding
of partitions or cutting of new openings, with the exceptions of the
mentioned bow windows and of a door (where a window used to be) giving
access to the south-west cinder-block addition. Trim is intact and is
that characteristic of the federal period: slender and not protruding
mouldings and chair-rails, well-defined ceiling cornices employing clas-
sical elements, mantels using attenuated design motifs from the classical

—

.

repertory. These features are to be found throughout all the . \tqﬂpqik’
Tooms, (ﬁ, |

original to the house; its pattern of panelling is more that of the XVIIT
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7. Description.

The main stair ascends in one long run to a square landing, takes a
right-angle turn and completes its ascent in oneshort run. The treads have
mouldlngs whose ends are finished and overlap the end of the step above.
There is flat, sawed, scrolled decoration applied to each stair-end, and a
simple grooved string runs from newel to angle-post, and ktetween the two
closely-spaced latter. The stair-rail is supported by simple, slender,
square posts (The design of the newel cannot be described by this writer, _
who has not seen it).

Altogether, the interior has reen reasonahly well maintained and is
not. in need of restoration to great extent or expense, except--mainly--
forthe replacement of sash-windows and of wood trim when the two new
frontal how windows are removed.

The cinder-block addition, mentioned, at a rear corner, is not visiktle
from the street and might--or might not-¥e retained for office or record-
vault use, painted in a colour conforming to that of the main house. There
is sufficient land behind the house to utilise, as protably originally, for a
flower-garden, kitchen-garden and sitting area, overlooking the small stream
of the Pawtuxet River,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Gaspee Day Committee of Warwick wishes to acquire, restore and
preserve--opening it to the public--this house in the small community
of Pawtuxet, on an inlet off Narragansett Bay. It is one of only a

of them altered, in this compact and historic little area.

In its day, the Christopher Rhodes house, on its slight elevation
atove the village and river, was probably thought the most important
and luxurious establishment in that small communitv of Pawtuxet. This
would have bteen due to its size and architectural distinction in com-
parison to its nelghbours, to its owner and his local position; and to
the social llquhlch centred in it.

Christopher Rhodes and his twé brothers, all born nearby, were the
1ead1np gentleman—entrepreneurs of their community in the first half of
the XIX Century. They founded a cotton-manufacturine husiness in Paw-
tuxet in the early 1800's, and this grew to be a buisiness of good size,
having several mills. They established The Pawtuxet Bank, an institu-
tion which remained there, serving the coastal trade, until it removed
to Providence in 18);5. Christopher Rhodes was a brigadier-general of
the state militia, a representative in the state legislature, and for a
num-er of years on the inspecting commmittee of the state prison, on
whose building committee he also served. The house therefore, beyond
reasons of intrinsic architectural quality, also takes on importance
through its connection with Christopher Rhodes, who was in turn impor-
tant in local development and local history.

The Gaspee Day Committee is anxiow to buy this house in narti-
cular and to point out and promote preservation of all of the (not many)
old houses of Pawtuxet--the Christopher Rhodes house heading the group
and being its showpiece when restored. The other houses have been,
in almost all cases, altered in external avpearance and internal arrance-
ment, are nov in various forms of ovmership and occupancy and are un-
likely :ever to te reinstated to the degree intended for the Rhodes house,
which would tecome a local landmaryi historical centre and house-musecum.
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