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The small town of Freestone is situated in a valley that extends from the
Pacific Ocean, north through Valley Ford, Bodega and Freestone to the beginning
of the redwood forest just south of the town of Occidental.

The Freestone House is located on Bohemian Highway in Freestone just south
of the General Store at the junction of the road and the location of the old
narrow gauge railroad bed. The building sits at the front of a large parcel of land
and is quite visible at the bend of the road as it goes south past the General
Store and the Firehouse.

The hotel is a simple Gothic Revival two story woodframe building. It was
originally built in an L shape and has had minor additions in the rear. Before
1902 a balcony was added to break the severity of the facade. The three step
wooden platform on the front two sides is original and has been restored.

The building is constructed with shiplap siding. Flat trim surrounds the
six over six double hung sash windows. The entry doors on the lower floor are
symmetrically placed and are embellished with stained glass. The side door entry
has a single, paned door with colored glass side lights and transom.

The gabled roof has center gables in the two main sections of the front
facades. The roof is trimmed with a plain cornice and wide frieze board. This
board extends down the corners to the trim around the top of the platform.

The most outstanding feature of the building are the Gothic windows below
the center gables. Composed of a central Gothic pointed arch glass door with
narrower, shorter pointed arched windows at each side, they are topped with a
label molding.

Although the original window balconies are gone, the added balcony around
the front built before 1902 has become part of the historic fabric.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Freestone House remains the most predominant structure in the Freestone
area. Its classic Gothic Revival style, popular in mid-19th century California,
is now relatively rare. This is one of the few hotels in California built in
the Gothic Revival medium. The building is the only hotel left in the historic
corridor between Bodega and the redwood forest, a valley that has not been affected
by growth. This historic corridor includes the Watson School, a one-room schoolhouse
built circa 1856, and St. Teresa's Church in Bodega, built in 1859.

The town of Freestone, designated in 1974 as Sonoma County's first Historic
District, was settled under the direction of General Mariano Vallejo in 1835 to
check the advance of the Russians south from Fort Ross. Later it was named Freestone
after the public quarry nearby to which buildérs would come to mine a good quality
sandstone for structures in Sonoma County.

A sketch of the hotel is pictured in the Historical Atlas of Sonoma County, 1877
by Thos. H. Thompson. The historical description states that the hotel was owned
at that time by H.B. Hinds. Mr. Hinds was a Tennessee mason who came to Sonoma
County in 1863. The hotel was built around 1873 in anticipation of the new narrow
gauge North Pacific Coast Railroad line, which was begun in the San Francisco bay
area town of Sausalito, and was eventually to service the agricultural communities
of western Marin County and the lumber industry past Duncan's Mills at the Russian
River to the mill town of Cazadero. Freestone, in 1876, was the terminus of the
railroad while a large Howe-truss wooden bridge structure was being built for the
railroad bed two miles up the line at what later was called Occidental. When built,
the bridge was the highest west of the Mississippi. During this time the innkeeper
of the hotel had a lucrative business boarding the carpenter gangs working this
section of the line. Reportedly, to delay their work he proceeded to burn sections
of the bridges at night to keep them housed in the hotel longer. He ended up in
prison for his efforts. At Freestone, the railroad met the northern stage coaches
and was used in connection with the sawmill there which was at the beginning of
the redwood forests. A photo dated 1910 referred to the hotel as the "Park House"

and during the 1930's it was called the 'Wayside Inn." The town has changed little
since the 1930's,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See enclosed Assessor's Parcel Map.
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